Portland Public Schools
PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS             LESSON TITLE  
      TEACHER: NAME


Vlogging booktalks
Subject: Information Literacy & Literature Promotion (Language Arts)
Grade Level(s): 4th and up
Time Allotment: 2 weeks (variable depending on schedule)

Teacher: Jenny Gapp, Sabin/ACCESS
Overview 
Students will promote literature by producing, posting, and commenting on a peer reviewed book talk using Flip video devices. 

Learning Objectives 
Students will be able to… (based on Bloom’s taxonomy)
· IDENTIFY key parts from book to “advertise” why audience will identify with content and want to read book being promoted.

· Select & QUOTE from book to engage audience.
· DEMONSTRATE & REVIEW understanding of a piece of children’s literature.
· CREATE original script and presentation of booktalk using digital technology (Flip videos, laptops, vlog/blog).
· Provide CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM for self and peers, regarding quality and effectiveness of booktalk. 
Oregon State Content Standards 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/results/?id=53 
Library Instruction Standards 
(Information Power)”Standards for the 21st Century Learner” http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/guidelinesandstandards/learningstandards/standards.cfm 
National Educational Technology Standards for Students 

http://www.iste.org/Content/NavigationMenu/NETS/ForStudents/2007Standards/NETS_for_Students_2007.htm 

(1)Creativity and Innovation, a. apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes.

(2)Communication and Collaboration, a. interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or other employing a variety of digital environments and media.

(3)Research and Information Fluency, b. locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.

(5)Digital Citizenship, b. exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.

(6)Technology Operations and Concepts, d. transfer current knowledge to learning of new technologies.
Tools and Resources

· Hardware: 2 or more Flip video recorders
 (recommended minimum: 2 flips per 6 students)
· Software: none
· Web Site(s): www.rangerlibrarian.com (librarian’s personal library blog tool) http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/sabin/207.htm (official school library web page: Sabin)

      http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/access/211.htm (official school library web page: ACCESS)

http://www.digitalwish.com/dw/digitalwish/product?id=4310 (portal to lesson plans for tekkies)
Materials 

Per Student: Booktalk Vlog Timeline, Parental Permission Slip, Booktalk Evaluation Guide (with graphic organizer: hamburger paragraph), Peer Review Rubric, Constructive Criticism (online & print) Feedback Forms
Per Class and/or Group: 2 or more Flip video recorders, laptop cart, wifi connection
Optional Handouts: storyboard handouts, technical tips for filming
Prep for Teachers

· Set up a digital projector, screen, and internet accessible laptop.
· Charge Flip video devices (recommended: rechargeable batteries)
· May need administrative rights to install Flip video plug and play software

Introductory Activity  

· Show book trailer for Hoot http://www.schooltube.com/video/19a73551366646beb072/Hoot-Book-Review 
· Show movie trailer for Hoot http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HgT_xT587MY 
· Class discussion: Ask students if they know what a “book talk” is. Ask students if they know what a commercial is. Ask students if they use movie trailers as a way to decide whether to see a movie or not.
Learning Activities 
This project may be broken down into four or more separate lessons depending on available time and schedule. I see ACCESS Academy students on a four week rotating schedule. Within a cycle of four weeks I will see a class twice in one week.
Lesson 1: Examples & Expectations

· After completing the Introductory Activity, students look at additional book talk examples at the Sabin/ACCESS blog site found at http://www.rangerlibrarian.com/sabinaccess-library-blog.html If a lab (mobile or physical)is available students may do this on their own, or this may be walked through as a whole class. 

· KWL booktalk and blog vocabulary. Vocabulary: booktalk, engage, articulate, blog vs. vlog, constructive criticism
Diagram of a blog: comment, post, archives, moderator

· Instigate discussion about the implications of posting your work to the web. This may be done by approaching the topic of copyright, cyber stalking, and privacy. Optional: show students the Digital Dossier film at http://www.digitalnative.org/MediaProjects/DigitalDossier/ to get them thinking about what sort of information they are releasing in public.   
· Juxtapose sites for disseminating content. For example, YouTube is censored in a different way than education specific (http://www.schooltube.com/ or http://www.teachertube.com/) sites are.
· Explain that as a minor confidentiality of student information is determined by parents/guardians. Schools maintain a list about what type of information may be released about a student.
· Remind students they are bound to an Acceptable Use Policy http://www.portlandschools.org/CTS/CTSForms/PortlandSchoolsComputerUsePolicy.pdf 

(Previous lessons may have been used to scaffold the concepts related to netiquette.)
· A parental permission slip explaining the nature of this project will be sent home, asking for online participation permission. (I have generated a project specific hand out and there is also one authored by the IT Dept.)
· Review expectations of this project with students using Booktalk Vlog Timeline. Note: there are only four lessons included here, however additional lessons are needed to scaffold technical aspects of oral presentation and filming.
· The final part of this lesson is to select a book to use for the book talk. For beginners it may be easier to start with a children’s book, but chapter books and novels may be used as well. I told my 4th graders that they would be trying to get the 1st and 2nd graders excited about reading so it would be best to choose a children’s picture book.
Lesson 2: Reading & Analysis

· At this stage students should turn in parental permission slips, and should come to class having read book to be featured in booktalk.
· Walk through Booktalk Evaluation Guide with students. Focus on what it means to “articulate” and “engage.”
· Provide additional examples of what a good booktalk looks like and what a bad one looks like.
· Allow students time to work and float to provide one-on-one instruction.
· Student work days to complete script, storyboard and learn about technical points of filming would be inserted here.
Lesson 3: Peer Review & Production
· Provide instruction and discussion of “constructive criticism.”

· At this stage students should have a rough draft of a script, working in pairs they will present their script to a partner.
· Partner provides feedback using Peer Review Rubric.
· Students storyboard script and discuss how to frame their booktalk. Discuss the value of using props and illustrations.
· Students begin filming! (Depending on the number of Flips you have, this could take several class periods.
· As students finish filming they will upload their file to a laptop and edit the film using the plug and play Flip software provided or iMovie, or Windows MovieMaker as available.
Lesson 4: Posting & Commenting (reflection)
· Review “constructive criticism” and “moderator.”
· Watch finished booktalk films posted online. Note: teacher/moderator will ultimately have to post completed film files to blog. 

· Demonstrate how to leave a  comment.

· Students complete constructive criticism (online & print) feedback forms
· For those students whose parents denied permission to post online, their work will be shown in class and physical feedback forms will be completed by their peers.

· For those students who have permission to post online, students will go to blog and post comments to films. Minimum number of comments depends on number of total films available.
Alternative or extra Activities

· Students illustrate/create artwork to create a more visually interesting (and original) book talk.
· Students use Windows Movie Maker or iMovie and Audacity (open source) http://audacity.sourceforge.net/ to create a multimedia book talk or book trailer.
Culminating Activity (subsequent days)

Invite K-2 classes to view selections from vlog and have them vote for the books that they would read based on which booktalks were convincing and compelling.

Cross-Curricular Extensions (optional)

Media Literacy: students deconstruct commercials in order to figure out effective and not so effective marketing techniques.

Students then use these techniques to create a persuasive position piece, or integrate the techniques in a more journalistic approach investigating something like photosynthesis or architecture.

Reflection

Success: while my class was huge (32 students) and I only saw them once a week, we had a 55 minute block, and access to a laptop cart. Technology tools provided platform for buy-in from students even though most of them were working with a “little kids’” picture book. The point was to groom the 4th graders as “leaders” and “experts” on literature and model this for the younger grades.
Improvements for next time I teach this lesson: we struggled with finding a quiet place to film in our building, I would provide more preteaching of expectations including technical instruction on how to film (cinematography, framing, storyboarding, etc.), increase number of Flips available to students, acquire and use at least two tripods, include instruction about how to edit videos (see alternative activities).
Attach Worksheets/Answer Keys/Graphics to End of Lesson Plan
(see attached)

