Research Note Outlines 

Reference: Record the information needed to document the source MLA for final paper, such as the author, title, and publisher, date, page number(s), URL, etc. to be placed on the Sources page of your log book, you can reference the actual source in the research summary as Source 1, 2, 3.
Points of Interest: Use key words & phrases to record the major points and ideas of the article. Be looking for ideas on how to carry out the experiment, the type of data collected, the graphs and statistics that analyzed the data and possible explanations for the data. If there is a lot of good information, photocopy the source, highlight key concepts, and include it in your log. The photocopy does not replace your summary. Turning in only a highlighted photocopy results in minimal points.

Reactions: Use a few adjectives to describe your reaction to the article. If you found it interesting, state why. If the author gave other references that interest you, list them. Make notes about how you could use the information in the article. Note any methods that might be useful or altered. Note any errors to avoid, etc.

Example

Reference: Mason, T.G. (1999). Influence of fertilizer mix on flowering of African Violets. Journal of Houseplant Cultivation, 35, (2), 117-125.

Points of Interest:

1. Purpose: People only want to buy violets with many flowers – need to determine best mixes of nitrogen & potash in fertilizer- hypothesize that high ratios of N (10-10-5) will give flowering. (p117)

2. Experimental design: 4 different mixes of fertilizer. Used (5-10-5; 10-10-5;1-10-10; and 10-10-10). Control was the 10-10-10. Used 60 plants/group. Counted the # of flowers produced over 1 year. (p.118)

3. Methods: Grew in greenhouse, same soil mix, individual containers. Min of 18 hours light/day, used commercial gro-lights. Applied fertilizer. In tablet form monthly. (p.118-9)

4. Conclusions: high potash to nitrogen fertilizer. (5-10-10) promoted best flowering. (p. 124-5)

Reactions: 
I didn’t realize that there were so many different combinations of fertilizers to use and that I would have to have such a large trial number to make it valid. Other experiments I could run: method of applying fertilizer, combination of light & fertilizer.

Good reference – Jones, E. (1998). Lighting to promote flowering in Saintpaulias. International Horticulture Journal, 17 (15), 92-105

Could easily run the experiment in school’s greenhouse, but does the school use similar gro-lights? I need to talk with Ms. Mardon about using the greenhouse.

