School Psychology Portfolio Intervention Academic and Behavioral Studies from Internship 
Guidelines
Fall 2009 
Arkansas State University

Department of Psychology & Counseling

School Psychology
One of the retention checkpoints in the Ed.S. Psychology & Counseling School Psychology Track is item #5 Portfolio in the ASU School Psychology Student Handbook which is available on-line via the Department of Psychology & Counseling Website.

The Portfolio calls for a number of required items (lettered a.-o.) to be submitted during the last semester of Supervised Internship. Letters i. and j. addresses the two required intervention studies from the student’s internship. These two assignments are a critical component of your education and training. One study must focus on an academic referral problem while the other must focus on a behavioral problem. One case is to be completed during the first semester of Supervised Internship and the remaining study is to be completed during the second semester of the course. The student may select which case to pursue first (i.e., either an academic or behavioral referral problem). The study that is completed during the first semester of Supervised Internship is due when the final exam period of the semester begins. The study that is completed during the second semester of Supervised Internship is due when the portfolio is submitted. Both studies are components of the portfolio. 

The two studies must be consistent with best practices in assessment, intervention, and consultation. The studies must also conform to the criteria required of students from non-NCATE accredited programs in order to obtain NCSP certification (i.e. “Preparing Your Case Study for the NCSP Application Tips for Applicants”). As required by the NASP use 12 point Times New Roman font in your word-processed documents. This document should not exceed 10 pages. Use Section 1 Problem Identification, Section 2 Problem Analysis, Section 3 Intervention, and Section 4 Evaluation as sub-headings for you document. See attached document and www.nasponline.org for more details.   

Your two studies will be scored using the NASP NCSP Case Study Evaluation Rubric and the Arkansas State University School Psychology Academic and Behavioral Study Scoring Rubric. Specific to the NASP NCSP Case Study Evaluation Rubric note that Effective =2, Very Effective = 3, and Needs Development = 1. Beyond the NASP Criteria of scoring Effective or 2 in Sections 1-4 (i.e., Problem Identification, Problem Analysis, Intervention, and Evaluation) your submitted studies should conform to the following requirements. These should be specified or apparent in your write up for your submitted portfolio. Refer to both of the above scoring rubrics and the minimum scores for acceptable performance as you carry out and write-up your assigned case studies. These are posted on the ASU school psychology webpage at http://www2.astate.edu/aeducation/psychologycounseling/our-programs.school-psychology.dot 
________________________________________________________________________

Approach your two studies using problem solving collaborative and behavioral consultation and the scientist-practitioner model.

Secure written informed consent prior to any assessment and intervention activities. Completed and signed consent form for both assessment and intervention forms must be included in the submission. Carry out the studies with required supervision from a licensed SPS.

Focus on positive interventions.

Operationally define your target behaviors or dependent variables.

Systematically measure the target behaviors or dependent variables in an ongoing fashion across baseline (phase A) and intervention (phase B) phases. Remember frequent (e.g. daily) on-going brief measures of behavior are idea. Frequency, rate, and duration are good measures to consider. Data must be presented to allow one to compute the means and standard deviations for the baseline and intervention phases (i.e., phases A and B) of the study. You should compute and report these values in your document.
Collect interobserver reliability data at least once during the baseline A phase. Report this data. See examples from your behavioral assessment and intervention course.
Graph all data using a software graphing program (e.g., Chart Dog or Excel). Use an A-B single subject case design.

Make sure you have a baseline or phase A that consists of at least 3 stable data points.

Plan/Develop interventions that are acceptable with the consultee based on the scientific literature. Consider using an intervention rating profile to assist in evaluating intervention acceptability with the consultee(s).  Interventions need to be evidenced-based. Cite the literature used to develop the interventions.
Develop step-by-step treatment protocol and treatment integrity forms. Use these forms to guide your associated intervention and assessment activities.
Implement the interventions (independent variable) with integrity through consultation. Continue to collect data for the phase B using the same/identical methods during phase A or baseline.

Again, collect interobserver reliability data at least once during the intervention B phase. Report this data as a %.  Use the appropriate method for computing agreement discussed in your behavioral assessment and intervention course. Note: The minimum level of acceptable interobserver agreement is 80%.
Use the treatment integrity form to determine the level of treatment integrity on at least one occasion during the intervention or B phase (Note: this is typically done via observation). Report this data as a %. See examples from your behavioral assessment and intervention course. Note: The minimum level of acceptable treatment integrity data is 80%.
Compute the percentage of nonoverlapping data (PND) by determining the number of intervention data points that exceed the highest baseline data point in the expected direction divided by the total number of data points in the intervention phase. Report this value.  

Compute the effect size by subtracting the intervention mean from the baseline mean and dividing by the standard deviation for the baseline mean. Report this value. 

At the end of the phase B or the intervention phase have the consultee complete the Goal Attainment Scale (GAS). You should also complete this scale. Provide both sets of individual results.
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Also, at the end of Phase B or the intervention phase have the consultee complete the Social Validity Rating Scale (SVRS).

SVRS
Directions: Please rate your agreement with the following three items using the scale provided below.
1) The goal of the intervention was met.
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2) The intervention was acceptable.
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3) Overall, the intervention was effective.
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________________________________________________________________________
Note: All of the above information and materials are submitted as part of the first study during the beginning of final exam week for the first semester of Supervised Internship. This submission is repeated for the second study during the second semester of the course when the student portfolio is due. The two studies which include all of the above information and materials are part of the required Portfolio. Again, one study must be an academic referral problem while the other must be a behavioral referral problem.
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