Ethics Approval Form for Research Projects

All students planning to undertake any research activity at Cass Business School are required to complete this Ethics Release Form and to submit it to their Project Supervisor, together with their research proposal, prior to commencing their research work. 

This form should be completed in the context of the following discussion:

· An understanding of ethical considerations is central to planning and conducting research.

· Approval to carry out research by Cass Business School does not exempt you from Ethics Committee approval from institutions within which you may be planning to conduct the research.
· The published ethical guidelines of the Association of Business Schools should be referred to when planning your research.

· Students are not permitted to begin their field work until approval has been received and this form has been signed by the Research Supervisor.
Section A: Student Details

Please indicate the degree that the proposed research project pertains to:

BSc 
(
MBA
( 
MSc (

PhD (

N/a 
(
Please answer all of the following questions, circling yes or no where appropriate:

1. Title of project

	


2. Name of student researcher (please include contact address and telephone number) 3. Name of research supervisor

	


4. Is a research proposal appended to this ethics release form?


Yes
 
No

5. Does the research involve the use of subjects/participants? 


Yes

No

If yes, please complete sections B and C
If no, please complete sections B
Section B: Risks to Researcher

1. Is there any risk of physical or psychological harm to yourself? 

Yes

No

If yes,  

a. Please detail the possible harm? 

	


b. How can this be justified? 

	


c. What precautions have to be taken to address the risks posed? 

	


Please provide additional details of research here if necessary

	


Section C: Risks to Participants

	1. Approximately how many subjects/participants are planned to be involved?


	


2. How will you recruit them? 

	


a. What are your recruitment criteria? 

(Please append any relevant recruitment material/advertisement/flyer) 

	


3. Will the research involve the participation of children, vulnerable adults, or those unable to give informed consent?







Yes

No

a. If   yes, you will need to have your research considered by the Senate Research Ethics Committee
4. Is there any risk of physical or psychological harm to the subjects/participants?











Yes

No

If yes,  

a. Please detail the possible harm? 

	


b. How can this be justified? 
	


c. What precautions have to be taken to address the risks posed? 

	


5. Is it necessary for all subjects/participants and/or their parents/carers to receive an information sheet describing the aims, procedure and possible risks of the research, as well as providing researcher and supervisor contact details?




Yes

No

If yes, Please append the information sheet which should be written in terms which are accessible to your subjects/participants and/or their parents/carers

6. Will all subjects/participants be required to sign a consent form, stating that they fully understand the purpose, procedure and possible risks of the research?


Yes

No

If yes, please append the information sheet which should be written in terms which are accessible to your subjects/participants and/or their parents/carers

7. What records will you be keeping of your subjects/participants? (e.g. research notes, computer records, tape/video recordings)?

	


8. What provision will there be for the safe-keeping of these records? 

	


9. How will you protect the anonymity of the subjects/participants? (Please state not applicable if necessary) 

	


10. What provision for post research de-brief or support will be available should subjects/participants require?  (Please state not applicable if necessary)

	


Signature of student researcher --------------------------------------------
 Date -------------------

Section D: Ethical Approval

To be completed by your Project Supervisor

Please mark the appropriate box below:

(
Ethical approval granted








(
Refer to the Associate Dean for Ethics Governance and Sustainability


(
Refer to the University Senate Research Ethics Committee



Signature --------------------------------------------------------------------   
Date --------------------

Section E: (If necessary) Ethical Approval

To be completed by the Associate Dean for Ethics Governance and Sustainability (Please read this ethics release form fully and pay particular attention to any answers on the form where bold items have been circled and any relevant appendices.)

(
I agree with the decision of the research supervisor as indicated above


Signature --------------------------------------------------------------------   
Date --------------------

