Developing comparative research on the education of the second generation

European Workshop 30th March – 1st April 2008, Paris

The Nuffield Foundation is co-sponsoring with the US National Science Foundation an International Fellowships Program on the Children of Immigrants in Schools. Six European Fellows are funded by the Foundation to undertake cross-national comparative research in a US setting as part of a set of five research projects making up the Program. Under the Program’s aegis, Nuffield sponsored and organised a European Workshop in Paris, 30 March – 1 April, with the title: Developing comparative research on the education of the second generation: a European Workshop. The aims were threefold: to expand the Program’s networks in Europe, to extend discussion of how to promote the kind of comparative research the Program is carrying out in the European context, and to give the Nuffield Fellows an opportunity to present work in progress and preliminary findings. 

Core participants were the Program’s five European principal investigators and six Fellows. Additional participants were invited from the large cross-national TIES (The Integration of the European Second Generation) European survey and the European Union EqualSoc Network. There were sixteen participants and eight contributed research papers. In addition to the discussion of findings, there was a wide ranging debate about the problems associated with developing cross-national research. These ranged from the need for consistency of conceptual approach, language difficulties through to the (sometimes) lack of comparability of national datasets and difficulties with access.
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Abstracts
Yaël BRINBAUM Université de Bourgogne, IREDU (CNRS) and Maurice Halbwachs Center (CNRS)
Educational aspirations and outcomes for the children of immigrants in France and in the United States.
This paper aims to compare the education of two groups of children of immigrants: North Africans in France and Mexicans in the US. Firstly we describe the educational careers and levels of educational attainment in both countries. Secondly we explore the mechanisms and factors influencing educational outcomes, including migration, ethnicity, family and social background, child characteristics, school factors and educational aspirations. Two longitudinal datasets have been used: the 1995 National Educational Panel Survey of the French Ministry of Education and American Add Health data. Both datasets allow students to be tracked throughout their secondary school career. This has revealed that whilst immigrant families in both countries have high aspirations, North Africans in France express higher aspirations than native French families from a similar background; however, there is a less marked difference between the second generation of Mexicans and third generation white Americans. In both countries second-generation children encounter more difficulties in school, but most disadvantages can be traced to their social background. Educational aspirations appear as a predictor of educational careers. Finally, we investigate how these results can be explained by the education system itself.
Silvia CARRASCO and Jordi PÀMIES

Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona

Bright borders, invisible barriers and the children of immigrants at school: comparative reflections on Moroccan students in Catalonia and Mexican students in California
This paper compares the processes of social and educational exclusion that occur in Spanish and US schools with particular reference to the children of those immigrant groups that have historically experienced problematic relations with the host countries. Drawing on ethnographic research about Moroccan and Mexican immigrant students’ experiences in schools in the urban area around Barcelona (Catalonia) and the rural area on the Central Coast of California, we describe the schools’ resources and practices used in receiving students from immigrant families into the school; we also examine the place these children occupy in the school as social institution in terms of learning, participation and social relations. Furthermore, we analyse the role played by teachers’ reductive representations of immigrant students that reinforce perceived ethnic differences through cultural markers of ‘Moroccanness’ and ‘Mexicanness’: these create self-fulfilling prophecies, hiding the barriers that schools themselves produce and impeding the development of really inclusive and intercultural changes in schools’ cultures and practices.

Maurice CRUL and Adel PÁSZTOR 

University of Amsterdam

At-risk youth and educational high achievers among second generation Turks and Moroccans in the Netherlands. What explains intra group differences?

In this paper we will present the first Dutch findings on education under the aegis of the TIES (The Integration of the European Second Generation) project. The Turkish and Moroccan second generation in the Netherlands is characterized by wide intra group differences in relation to education. A quarter of second-generation youth leaves school early and is officially classified as ‘at-risk youth’. At the same time an equally large group (almost a third) is to be found in higher education. This polarization within the Turkish and Moroccan group is much greater than in other countries. In our paper we will try to explain these intra group differences. We look first at the background characteristics of the family as well as factors within the educational system (pre-school, ethnic composition of school population and support of teachers). Secondly, as an alternative strategy, we have looked at the educational careers of the ‘at risk’ and high achievers groups. Using the TIES survey we are able to see not only educational outcomes but can also reconstruct in detail the students’ educational careers. This provides much additional information about how success and failure evolve. On the one hand it provides the opportunity to filter out individual differences in learning abilities as a major factor and on the other hand it alerts us to the complicated mix of smaller and larger factors that play a role over a period of sixteen years of schooling.
Helga A.G. DE VALK 

University of Amsterdam

Educational attainment of children of immigrants: a cross-national comparison of school influence 

In this paper I study the importance of school characteristics on the educational attainment of children of immigrants in the Netherlands and the United States. First, a comparison of the educational attainment of children of immigrants and natives in Amsterdam and New York

City is made. Second, I question how and to what extent the educational attainment of immigrant youth is shaped by school factors. US studies show the importance of school and neighbourhood characteristics on the educational outcome of children. It is, however, understudied which school factors are of importance for the educational attainment of immigrant youth. In this paper I compare whether the same school aspects are influential in different institutional settings as well as for different groups of children of immigrants. I include a variety of school characteristics ranging from ethnic composition to denomination, and tracking into classes at particular levels while controlling for family and individual background. By applying a multi-level design we can start disentangling the effects of school characteristics, and compare the relative importance of school factors for children of immigrants in NYC and Amsterdam. 

Johannes LUNNEBLAD and Mikael ALEXANDERSSON 

Goteborg University

Good practice

This research seeks to understand the challenges and opportunities that educators face as well as the solutions they develop in order to meet the demands of preparing youth of immigrant origin for this global era. The study was conducted at an inner city high school in New York where the student population numbers approximately 350. Almost 90% of students qualify for free lunches, an indication that they come from low-income family backgrounds. The students originate from more than 35 different countries and speak more than 20 different languages. Data were obtained from an ethnographically-inspired approach that included various methodologies including participant observations, informal conversations, the review of documents and statistics, as well as formal interviews with teachers, principals, and school staff. The findings reveal that one successful strategy is to work with a language-intense and project-based curriculum. The challenges that the school faces are both internal and external: internally students have different academic and linguistic abilities; externally challenges include maintaining a balance between implementing this model and at the same time supporting students to prepare for and pass the standardized tests.  

Maribel PONFERRADA-ARTEAGA

Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona

Invisibilities and contradictions of academic and social identities of immigrant and second generation girls and boys in California and Catalonia
A literature review shows that previous research on the role of gender in the integration of the children of immigrants has focused either on the achievement gaps and career-paths between immigrant girls and boys, or on how girls are more prepared to cross ethnic and cultural borders. There are, however, few studies about the integration of the children of immigrants that include an analysis of gender as power relations playing a central role in the articulation of boundaries. Issues that are familiar in the discourse of feminism and in the study of the working class are often absent in studies of girls and boys from ethnic minority groups. My current research focuses on how schools acknowledge diverse models of femininity and masculinity and on the relationship between this process of identity construction, social integration in school, and academic performance of immigrant and second-generation girls in comparison to their male counterparts in terms of ability and prestige. The paper will examine, in a preliminary comparison with my previous work in Spain, the effects of the school experience and school climate on gender, academic and social identities of a group of students in a Californian High School and their further expectations. 

Barbara HERZOG-PUNZENBERGER

Austrian Academy of Sciences

Learning while transgressing boundaries – understanding societal processes impacting on students with a migration background 

Boundary-drawing processes are the mechanisms through which groups are constituted and their existence enforced. While children of immigrants grow up in the society of their future, they do not face the same circumstances of living and learning as their “native” peers with whom they will build the future of their common society. Through manifold mechanisms framed in the nation-state ideology of today’s societies, their access to knowledge and development is structured in particular ways. The legal framework, the national self-understanding and the educational system are among the most important institutional settings that more often enforce than transcend the boundaries emanating from migration. Practical examples are particularly drawn from the Austrian context.

Peter STEVENS

Institute of Education, University of London

Adapting to the system or the student? Exploring teacher adaptations to disadvantaged students in an English and Belgian secondary school

This paper uses ethnographic data from one Flemish (Belgian) and one English secondary multicultural school to explore how particular student and school evaluation systems in the English and Flemish educational system inform teachers’ standards of assessment, their allocation of scarce educational resources to students and their explanations of educational failure. Both schools welcome a substantial number of working class and ethnic minority students and can be considered as ‘sink’ schools because of their experienced decline in terms of student population, poor reputation in their neighbourhood and lower levels of achievement. The data suggests that teachers in Belgium are more likely to consider student-specific characteristics in developing standards of assessment and in allocating scarce educational resources and ‘blame’ for educational failure. However, in England such teacher-perceptions and interactions appeared much more influenced by how the educational system informs the evaluation of students and schools. The conclusion discusses the potential consequences of both systems for the schooling of children in Flanders and England.

Programme

Sunday 30 March

	7.30p.m.
	Workshop Dinner 

	Monday 31 March 



	9.15a.m.
	Welcome and introductions



	9.45a.m.
	Panel 1: Chair and discussant: Roxane Silberman

Maurice Crul 

At risk youth and high achievers in education among second generation Turks and Moroccans in the Netherland, what explains group differences?

Barbara Herzog-Punzenberger 

Learning while transgressing boundaries – understanding societal processes impacting on students with migration background



	11.15a.m.
	Coffee



	11.30a.m.
	Panel 2: Chair and discussant: Jens Schneider

Silvia Carrasco & Jordi Pàmies

Bright borders, invisible barriers and the children of immigrants at school: comparative reflections on Moroccan students in Catalonia and Mexican students in the California
Maribel Ponferrada-Arteaga

Invisibilities and contradictions of academic and social identities of immigrant and second generation girls and boys in California and Catalonia

	
	

	1p.m.
	Lunch


	2..30p.m.                 Panel 3: Chair and discussant: Karen Phalet

Peter Stevens

Adapting to the system or the student? Exploring teacher adaptations to disadvantaged students in an English and Belgian secondary school

Johannes Lunneblad and Mikael Alexandersson 

Promising practice
	

	
	

	4p.m.                         Tea 


	

	7p.m.                          Workshop Dinner
	

	Tuesday 1 April
	

	9.15a.m.
Panel 4: Chair and discussant: Vikki Boliver

Yaël Brinbaum

Educational aspirations and outcomes of the children of immigrants in France and in the US 

Helga de Valk

Educational attainment of children of immigrants: a cross-national comparison of school influence 

10.45a.m.

Coffee

11a.m.

Panel 5:

Anthony Heath

Update on Equalsoc and European comparisons of educational outcomes for ethnic minorities

Silvia Carrasco

Current research and networks on linguistic minorities
12.30p.m.

Lunch

2p.m.

General discussion: Chair: Catrin Roberts

3.30p.m.

Tea and depart
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