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GREEN PRODUCT CHECKLIST

MANUFACTURER COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABILITY

Is there a written, working environmental policy in place?  Is it easy to find on their Web site or product literature?

Does this policy strive to make improvements in manufacturing, reducing, and reusing first, then recycling?

Do they comply with their industry's voluntary testing programs?

EXAMINE THE PRODUCTS COMPOSITION

What are the raw materials used to create the product?

Where do they come from?  Locally sourced?

Are the materials from renewable resources?

Does the manufacturing process release harmful substances?  

How is the waste from manufacturing handled?

What adhesives / coatings / finishes are used to make the product viable?  

EXAMINE OTHER ASPECTS OF THE PRODUCT

Does the product do the job well?

Does the product release VOC's?  At what rate?

Is installation / maintenance a specialized skill?  Can the product be maintained (ie - wood vs. vinyl)

Are case studies readily available, examples of applications?

Is this product available locally?  

How competitive is the price of the product?

EXAMINE STRATEGIES FOR DISPOSAL

Is the product durable? Biodegradable? Disposable?

Can the parts be separated for recycling?

Can it be made into something else?

Can the product be returned to the manufacturer at the end of its useful life for re-furbishing?
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