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CRITICAL REVIEW OF A FILM

Your final assignment for English 102 is to write a critical review of a feature-length film (i.e. a film that has been shown in a commercial theatre or on commercial television).  Choose a film that is available in a local theatre or on videotape.  Tapes may be borrowed free of charge from the ECC library or rented from a local video store.  If you do not have access to a VCR, you can use one in the ECC library. You must be able to view the film several times while you are planning and writing this assignment.  Do not choose a film that you saw several years ago and hope to remember enough about it to be successful with this paper. 

 I will expect and demand detail in your analysis.  

Requirements

You critical analysis must have these elements:

· Summary of two reviews

· Summary of the film including plot, characters, acting and directing credits

· Your evaluation of the  film

· MLA Headers

· 3-4 pages of text

· Sources Cited Page

· Photocopies of 2 published film review of your film

· Use of sources:

· Minimum of 4 in-text citations (for paraphrase, summary, or quotation of source)

· Minimum of 1 long quotation

· Minimum one quotation using ellipses, brackets, or  added emphasis

Sources

You will need to find 2 professionally written and published reviews of the film that you choose.  Do not use the short paragraph-length film summaries found in many newspapers.  You will also use the film itself as a source.

You may find your reviews in major newspapers, in collections of film reviews, in magazines, or on the Internet.  I will assist you in the library and in class to locate appropriate sources once you have selected a film.

Outline for the Review

Writing a critical review allows you to utilize many different modes of writing (such as those you studied in English 101) to convince the reader of the merits or failures of the film you are analyzing.  Based on experiences in Eng. 101 and 102, you must create and follow an outline (to be included with final draft) which allows you to fulfill the expectations of this paper.   You may wish to refer to the “Critical Review Evaluation” form before completing your outline.  

