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Consular process is the procedure through which a person with an approved immigrant petition applies for an 
immigrant visa at a U.S. consulate abroad. 

Non-citizens may have to consular process to obtain lawful permanent resident status, among other reasons, if they 
entered the U.S. without inspection or if they live abroad. Please note: for many individuals departing the U.S. for 
consular processing results in a 10 year bar during which they are not permitted to re-enter the U.S. without a waiver 
from the government. NIJC can NOT guarantee that a waiver will be granted. 

Visa Petition Approved (see I130 flow chart)  

 

1-2 months 

Consult with an Immigration Attorney 
 

 
2/17/09 

 

  

I824 – Asking USCIS to send approval to NVC 

1-3 months 

I130 approval sent to the National Visa Center (NVC) 

6 months 

  

  1-2 months 

Instruction Packet including biographical information and affidavit of support 

Fee Bills 

 

  
Waiver Preparation with NIJC 

 
2 months – 1 year (depending on consulate) 

Visa Appointment Notice  

 

  

1-2 months 

Visa Appointment at Consulate 

 
Immediate to several weeks (depending on consulate) 

2 weeks - 3 months (depending on consulate) 

Immigrant Visa Granted 

Immediate or 9-14 months 
Filing Waiver After Requested by Consular Officer  

 

 

 
1-3 months 

Enter the U.S. with visa approval packet within 6 months Waiver Granted If immediate 

Receive LPR Card 

 

  

If subsequent approval, see process from Visa 
Appointment Notice (above) 


