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Summary

Pursuant to a decision by Ministers at the SixEmvironment for Europe” (EfE)
Ministerial Conference (Belgrade, 2007), the SelweffE Ministerial Conference will be
held from 21 to 23 September 2011 in Astana. Thbef&ence is being organized in
accordance with the Reform Plan of the EfE proc€ks.Plan calls for the development of
an effective communication strategy for the Confees including broad mass media
coverage, as appropriate, comprising, inter alipecgl events for journalists, and
circulation of electronic newsletters and maintexaof a dedicated website.

At its seventeenth session in November 2010, tbher@ittee on Environmental
Policy approved the Communication Plan for the Aat&fE Ministerial Conference
(ECE/CEP/2010/5). The host country and the UNEC&edariat are implementing the
communication activities, accordingly.

This paper presents a proposal for a workshogdemalists to be organized in
Astana on 20 September 2011, back-to-back to th@e@ence. The proposal includes the
workshop’s objective, expected outputs and themedéd extrabudgetary cost requirements
for supporting participation of journalists fromuwtdries with economies in transition.

The present document is being submitted to ther@ittee on Environmental Policy
for consideration. Interested countries and orgditns are invited to consider the
possibility to contribute (in cash and in kind) ttte organization of this workshop. The
UNECE secretariat will prepare invoice letters witanking details upon request from
countries.
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I. Project proposal
A. Type of activity:

- Training of journalists from the UNECE region oretfEnvironment for Europe” process and the
Seventh “Environment for Europe” Ministerial Cordace;

- Participation of journalists in the Seventh “Envingent for Europe” Ministerial Conference,
Astana, 21-23 September 2011.

B. Date and venue:

- 20 September 2011, Astana, Kazakhstan;
- 21-23 September 2011, Astana, Kazakhstan.

C. Background:

Journalists at the national level, in particulathe countries of Central Asia, may not be fullyaagvof the
key environmental challenges in the UNECE regibie, ‘Environment for Europe” process and its role in
addressing environmental problems, and the magmesto be discussed at the Seventh “Environment fo
Europe” Ministerial Conference to be held in Astama 21-23 September 2011. They may lack the
knowledge and capacity to report effectively onimmmental issues. In particular, issues relatedréen
economy may need additional clarifications for lovadia to ensure quality coverage of the Confezenc

The training for journalists is expected to brirgurnalists from the UNECE member States, including
approximately 30-35 participants from media fronumminies of South-Eastern Europe, Russian Federation
and Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asiatotdleestimated budget for the seminar is 60,008.US
The budget included in Table 1 of this documeny @deks to raise funds to cover the participatibB82
journalists from the countries of South-Easternoper Russian Federation and Eastern Europe, Caucasu
and Central Asia The Government of Germany has already pledge@020Euro for this project. UNECE
plans to continue its fundraising for this traintegcover the remaining expected costs.

Following the training, its participants will atiérthe Conference and related side-events and ¢xilzind
will be expected to provide quality media coveragéhe national and subregional levels.

D. Objective and expected outcomes:

1. Objective

Enhance the capacity of journalists to report ondmvironmental issues, in particular on main issofethe
Astana “Environment for Europe” Ministerial Conface, i.e. (a) on the sustainable management ofrwate
and water related ecosystems, and (b) greeningdbieomy: mainstreaming the environment into economi
development.

2. Expected Accomplishments:

As a result of the programme:

- Deepened understanding of participants on key enmiental challenges and issues in the UNECE
region;

! Provided that the necessary funds will be raifezlparticipation (travel and DSA) of up to three

journalists from the Central Asian countries wi#ll tinancially supported. These exclude Kazakhstams
host country, which will be represented by 1 notafa based journalist. At least 4 Astana-based
journalists are expected to participate at the samat no additional costs.
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- Enhanced visibility of the Conference and of thenVitonment for Europe” process through
effective media coverage.

3. Indicators
- Coverage in the national media, covering the isareb decisions of the Conference during and
immediately after the Conference;
- Coverage in the national media on the environmeigsilies during 6 month following the
Conference (information gathered through feedbaok$ sent to participants).

D. Target group and main beneficiaries:

Journalists from the UNECE region, in particulaynfr the countries of South-Eastern and Eastern Europ
Caucasus and Central Asia.

E. Organizers:

UNECE jointly with the Government of Kazakhstanvesll as with the European Environment Agency,
UNEP, OECD, RECs and other relevant “Environmen&orope” partner organizations.

F. Proposed programme of work:
1. Workshop

A media expert will moderate the workshop. Speakers the UNECE secretariat as well as from relévan
“Environment for Europe” partner organizations wilé invited to give an overall introduction of the
Conference and to brief on their respective ageteias. The proposed draft workshop programme is as
follows:

> Welcome remarks by the host country;
> Overall introduction on the Conference and the ‘iEanment for Europe” process by the secretariat;

> Briefings followed by questions & answers on sgecédgenda items and main documents for the
Conference:

Europe's Environment Assessment of Assessments;

The second Assessment of Transboundary Rivers slak@ Groundwaters in the UNECE region

Sustainable management of water and water-relatesystems;

Astana Water Action Initiative;

Greening the Economy: mainstreaming the environrimeateconomic development;

Astana “Green Bridge” Initiative and its PartnepsRirogramme;

UNECE Multilateral Environmental Agreements and iEowmental Performance Reviews.

» Sum-up by the moderator.

2. Attendance of and reporting from the EfE Ministeial Conference, 21-23 September 2011

» UNECE will organize daily briefings to journaligisiring the Conference.
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Table 1.Estimated Costs for organizing the workshop for jounalists
(United Sates Dollars)
Item Unit cost No. of units Total expected
costs
A B C=AxB

Travel costs for 32 journalists from SEE, Eastern Hrope, Russian Federation, Caucasus and Central Asi

Economy class return airfare

(SEE-Astana—SEE) 1,600 5 8,000
I(ER(’:L?:sOi;n/éaCIsatlZ?nreEtlljjrrgpile;?ana—Russia/ Eastern &urop 750 8 6,000
S :
(Contral AsinAstana-Central Asia) 520 13 6.76¢
Subtotal (1) 25,260
Daily Subsistence Allowance (DSA) for 32 journalist
SEE (US$ 210 DSA x 4 days) 840 5 4,200
Russia, Eastern Europe (US$ 210 DSA x 4 days) 840 8 6,720
Caucasus (US$ 210 DSA x 4 days) 840 6 5,040
Central Asia (US$ 210 DSA x 4 days) 840 13 10,920
Subtotal (2) 26,880
Interpretation
(3) Simultaneous interpretation (En/Ru) 750
Programme Support Costs
(4) UNECE Programme Support Costs (13%)ounded 6,900
TOTAL ESTIMATED (1+2+3+4) 59,790
Total rounded 60,000

Table 2. Pledges made to the “Environment for Euroe” Trust Fund
earmarked for the workshop for journalists

Member State Comments

Amount pledged

Germany Earmarked for the workshop for journalists

20,000 Euro




