DISCLAIMER!!!

The following SOP should be used as a template only and is based on mice housed in microisolator cages without forced ventilation (static housing).   The specific details need to be modified to address your particular satellite housing space and needs to be consistent with information in The Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals.   Any exception to sanitation frequency, temperature, etc. may be considered an “departure” from the guide and may require additional justification.  Documentation of completed tasks is required.  An example check sheet (Excel) has been provided, but also requires modification to fit your needs.
(Delete this sheet before attaching to a protocol)

Standard Husbandry Procedures

Building/Room No.:

Species:
ULAR Facility for waste disposal:
Location for carcass disposal:
All activities must be documented at appropriate intervals
Daily Tasks

· Observe all animals for signs of illness or distress. 
· Initial records when all animals have been observed. Abnormal observations must be recorded and follow up action noted.  (i.e., contact veterinarian, euthanasia, treatment as per approved protocol).
· Read temperatures on thermometer in the room (high, low, current). Reset thermometer. Record temperatures on the check list; do not just check the box. For temperatures noted as outside (insert hi/low range) document action (i.e., contact the building coordinator). 
· Check the feed and water level. Ensure that feed and water will last until the next day.

Twice Per Week
· Move animals to clean cages with fresh bedding. 
· Sweep and mop the room. 
Weekly

· Sanitize water bottles at least weekly.

· Replace enrichment devices.
· Verify that environmental monitoring system is armed.
Every two weeks

· Dispose of old feed at cage change.  

Monthly
· Check light timers, confirm they are turning off/on at appropriate times.

· Record humidity.

· Sanitize secondary housing equipment (fume hood, ventilated rack, counter top, static racks, etc.).
· Sanitize food storage container.
· Provide census sheet to ULAR or verify that RFID tags are in place on all cages.

· Check to ensure the environmental alarm system is sending notification when triggered. 
Every six months
· Sanitize room. 

SOP Descriptions
Describe disinfectant procedures used for sanitation including products used, contact time, dilution, and personal protective equipment needed.
	


Describe method and frequency of verification of sanitation effectiveness for:

· Microenvironment (primary enclosure, cage, etc.) 
· Macroenvironment (rack, counter top, room, floor walls, etc.) 
· Housing accessories (water bottle, enrichment, etc.)
Please note: Items washed within ULAR vivarium follow approved SOP for sanitation effectiveness and do not need to be addressed. 
	


Describe food storage if applicable (Please note: storage of natural ingredient diet at less than 70 degrees C and below 50% humidity is recommended)
	


Describe Security and Access Control of entry:  keycard access, lock and key, perimeter fences, gates, entryways, cameras, guards, etc.
	



