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1. [bookmark: _Toc329792302]INTRODUCTION
1.1. This Access Compliance Report has been prepared by EnvironArc in accordance with the brief received from Client name
1.2. The properties inspected were nominated by (Client name) and include:
· ?
1.3. No drawings showing details of the “Recommendations” were required to be prepared.
1.4. The inspection reports have assessed the compliance of the following items:
· Access to site
· Landscaping
· Accessible car parking
· Stairs & ramps
· Entrances
· Internal accessways
· Controls
· Hearing augmentation
· Signage
· Furniture, fixtures & fittings
· Lifts
· Accessible sanitary facilities
· Ambulant  toilets
1.5. The following items are excluded from the inspection reports:
· Compliance with Building Code of Australia, Standards & codes other than Access requirements
· Measured lighting levels
· Measured slip resistance
· Services
· General building condition
1.6. No information was made available regarding heritage listing of (the building) any buildings and this has not been addressed in the building report(s). Any recommendations actions contained in the report(s) will need to consider any restrictions imposed by heritage requirements for buildings or sections of buildings.
2. [bookmark: _Toc329792303]
LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS
2.1. The Disability Discrimination Act places an obligation on building owners to ensure that, as far as possible there is no discrimination against people on the grounds of disability in respect of access to premises, work, accommodation & the provision of services etc and requires that persons with any disability can access premises in an equitable and dignified manner.
2.2. The Disability (Access to Premises – Buildings) Standard 2010 - “Schedule 1 Access Code for Buildings” gives certainty that “if access to buildings is provided in accordance with these Standards, the provision of that access, to the extent covered by these Standards, will not be unlawful under the Act”. 
2.3. Complying with the Disability (Access to Premises – Buildings) Standard 2010 “Schedule 1 Access Code for Buildings provides protection against complaints by persons under the DDA provisions - in relation to the building only.
2.4. The Disability (Access to Premises – Buildings) Standard 2010 and the Building Code of Australia have similar requirements for Access.
2.5. The Building Code of Australia proscribes the minimum requirements for Access. The BCA references Standards AS1428 2009 Part 1, AS1428 2009 Part 1 Amendment 1 (November 2010), AS/NZS 1428 2009 Part 4.1 and AS/NZS 2890 2009 Part 6, AS1735 Part 12 - 1999. 
2.6. The Disability (Access to Premises – Buildings) Standard 2010 provides for a defence of “unjustifiable hardship” against a complaint where, among other items, the provision of a particular level of access would be technically impossible, impose major difficulties or involve unreasonable costs in an existing building that is being extended or undergoing alterations/renovations. However, compliance is required to the maximum extent not involving “unjustifiable hardship”.
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BUILDINGS
3.1. All new buildings shall fully comply with the requirements of the Disability (Access to Premises – Buildings) Standard 2010, the BCA and relevant standards.
3.2. In existing buildings any “new part” of the building being either an extension or a modification to part of the existing building, as defined in the Disability (Access to Premises – Buildings) Standard 2010, together with an accessible path travel from the entrance to the “new part”, shall comply with the documents mentioned in item 3.1 except as listed below.
3.3. Refer to clause 2.6 for provisions for “unjustifiable hardship”.
3.4. The Disability (Access to Premises – Buildings) Standard 2010 does not apply to the following:
· the internal parts of a sole-occupancy unit (within the meaning of the Access Code) in a Class 2 building
· a new Class 10 building, a new part of a Class 10 building, or an affected part of a Class 10 building if it is associated with
(i) A Class 1a building; or
(ii) A Class 4 part of a building
3.5. The following areas are not required to be accessible:
· an area where access would be inappropriate because of the particular purpose for which the area is used
· an area that would pose a health or safety risk for people with a disability
· any path of travel providing access only to an area exempted by the above
3.6. Disability  (Access to Premises – Buildings) Standard 2010 has concessions for the following:
· Lift concession – the requirement for lift car floor dimensions of not less than 1400 mm x 1600 mm does not apply to an existing  passenger lift that is in a new part, or an affected part, of a building, if the lift:
(i) Travels more than 12m; and
(ii) Has a lift car floor that is not less than 1100 mm by 1400 mm.
Note: Lift car floor dimensions for lifts that travel not more than 12m must be not less than 1100mm by 1400mm.
· Toilet concession - compliance with AS 1428.1 - 2009 does not apply to the following:
(i) Existing accessible sanitary compartments;
(ii) Existing sanitary compartments suitable for use by people with a disability
Providing the sanitary compartments comply with AS 1428.1—2001 and are located in either a new part, or an affected part, of a building.

4. [bookmark: _Toc329792305]
INSPECTION REPORTS
4.1. The following Standards & Codes were used as references in the preparation of the Access Audit - Inspection Report & Recommendations:
·  The Disability (Access to Premises – Buildings) Standard 2010 - “Schedule 1 Access Code for Buildings”
·  The Building Code of Australia 
·  AS1428 2009 Part 1 “General requirements for access – New building work”
·  AS1428 2009 Part 1 “General requirements for access – New building work” (Amendment 1 – November 2010)
·  AS/NZS 1428 2009 Part 4.1 “Means to assist the orientation of people with vision impairment – Tactile ground surface indicators”
·  AS/NZS 2890 2009 Part 6 “Off-street parking for people with disabilities”
·  AS 1735.12 1999 Lifts escalators and moving walks - Facilities for persons with disabilities
· AS1428 2001 Part 1 “General requirements for access – New building work” NOTE: Used to assess “sanitary facilities” where a concession applies – refer to clause 3.6.
· AS1428 1992 Part 2 “Enhanced and additional requirements – Buildings and facilities” NOTE: Used to assess “optional” items only – refer to clause 4.7.
4.2. Other documents used as guidelines in the preparation of the inspection reports:
·      (list Client supplied and other documents)
4.3. No site levels were taken to confirm the gradients of walkways, ramps, kerb ramps etc. and comments are based on a visual inspection only unless it was possible to take measurements.
4.4. No tests of slip resistance were made. Comments are based on a visual inspection to identify that the materials used could generally be considered to be non-slip under normal circumstances.
4.5. Any references to room names in Reports are based on those shown on the plans supplied by the Client unless noted otherwise.
4.6. The “Recommendations” contained in the Reports involving structural or layout modifications will require detailed investigations to be undertaken and documentation prepared before being carried out.
4.7. The “Recommendations” contained in the Reports are in two parts. The first part contains “Mandatory” items required to comply with the minimum requirements. The second part contains “Optional” items for consideration that, if included, would enhance Access to the building and its facilities for people with a disability.
4.8. Refer to Appendix One for a table of minimum requirements for selected items only. This is provided for information only, for detailed information refer to the previously mentioned Standards.
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APPENDIX ONE
SELECTED MINIMUM ACCESS REQUIREMENTS
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APPENDIX TWO
[bookmark: _Toc211831529]ACCESS AUDIT - INSPECTION REPORT & RECOMMENDATIONS
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APPENDIX THREE
PHOTOGRAPHIC EXAMPLES
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