Deaf History Worksheet
As you learn more about the following fill in the missing information.  Show your completed worksheet at the front table to receive your CEU certificate.

1.
Marlee Matlin won a Golden Globe Award and an Academy Award for Best Actress for her starring role in Children of a Lesser God.

2.
National Black Deaf Advocates (NBDA) were founded in 1982 and currently have 30 chapters.
3.
Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet started the first American deaf school in Hartford, Connecticut in 1817.

4.
Kitty O’Neil became deaf at age 4.  She broke a land speed record of the fastest quarter mile in 3.22 seconds at a speed of 396 mph.
5.
Heather Whitestone (McCallum) became the first Miss America with a disability on September 17, 1994.  At age 11 she was falling behind in school and started attending the Central Institute for the Deaf in St. Louis where she learned two levels per year and after 3 years at the school she had caught up and returned home.  She was born in Dothan, Alabama.

6.
Rhulin Thomas was credited with being the first Deaf pilot to do a solo flight from Coast to Coast across the US in 1947.  National Association of the Deaf (NAD) sponsored a White House medal given to Rhulin Thomas in 1948 in recognition for his flight.

7.
Video Relay Service (VRS) allows Deaf people to receive calls from a voice telephone user.  VRS is a free service provided through the Interstate Telecommunications Relay Fund.
8.
John Goodricke was born in 1764 and attended a “first of its kind” school for the Deaf in Edinburgh, Scotland.  He received the Godfrey Copley Medal from the Royal Society for his important discoveries for his report in 1784.
9.
Baby Sign Language – Babies start to respond to sign language around 6-9 months and can produce basic signs between 9-12 months.
10.
The Americans with Disabilities Act was passed by the U.S. Congress in 1990.  It addresses the barriers and discrimination that people with disabilities have traditionally faced.
11.
Francisco Goya was born in 1746 but his life and painting style took a dramatic turn in 1792 when a serious illness left him completely deaf.  His paintings were no longer bright but became dark paintings showing old age, pain and loneliness.
12.
Helen Keller’s birthplace called “Ivy Green” is located in Tuscumbia, Alabama.  Every year the Helen Keller Festival is held the weekend close to Helen’s Birthday (June 27th) and “The Miracle Worker” is reenacted.  This year the festival is June 20-24 at Spring Park.
13.
Leroy Columbo became deaf and paralyzed in both legs at age 7.  He began swimming and regained his ability to walk a year later.  At age 12 he made his first rescue when he saved a drowning boy.  He is credited with saving 907 lives as a life guard.
14.
National Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID) is a Division of Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT).  NTID has nearly 1,100 Deaf or Hard of Hearing students.
15.
Cochlear Implant – The first direct stimulation of an acoustic nerve with an electrode was in 1950.  The first multi-channel cochlear implant was performed in August of 1978.
16.
Dr. Frank Peter Hochman became the first Deaf physician in 1978.

17.
Konstantin Tsiolkowsky was born in Russia in 1857 and lost his hearing at age 10 from Scarlet Fever.  He first dreamed about space flight at age 17.

18.
Self Help for Hard of Hearing People (SHHH) has changed its name to Hearing Loss Association of America.  They actively pursue legislation to assist the hard of hearing community.  (i.e. Hearing Aid Assistance Tax Credit Act.)
19.
Tennessee School for the Deaf opened its doors in 1845 with 9 students.  The school is located in Knoxville, TN.

20.
Deaf Culture/Hearing Culture – ASL is a complex language and its grammatical structure is different from English.  Deaf people have a special from of poetry known as ASL Poetry.

21.
Princess Alice of Battenberg learned to lip read in English, German, French and Greek.
22.
Black Coyote was credited with starting the Battle at Wounded Knee.  He was asked to turn over his new Winchester rifle but refused because he paid too much money for it.  It is thought that because Black Coyote was deaf he may not have realized what was going on.  The Indian death toll was estimated to be 300.
23.
William “Dummy” Hoy lost his hearing from Meningitis at age 2.  Hoy asked his coach at third base to raise his left arm for a ball and his right for a strike.  The umpires found this useful.  The out and safe signals were adapted from ASL.
24.
Thomas Edison had complete hearing loss by age 15 in the left ear and 80% loss in the right ear.  He figured out how to add sound to movies and invented the first Fluoroscope allowing the first x-ray operation to take place.

25.
Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind (AIDB) was established October 4, 1858.  The school is located in Talladega, Alabama.

26.
AIDB has 9 Regional Centers across the state of Alabama.  Some of the services they provide are:

The website for AIDB is www.aidb.org
We hope you have enjoyed your night and learned more about Deaf people in history. If you would like to be informed of future events involving Sign Language communication we’d like you to join North Alabama Signers listserv.  Sign your name and email address at the front table to receive an invitation.
