Resignation/Disfellowshipping Letters

January 1, 2011

These are letters that | wrote 30 years ago when | decided to resign my
membership and association with Jehovah’s Witnesses. There are two sets of
letters in this file.

The first set of letters are the exchange | had with the local congregation
and the Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses (their ruling council at their
headquarters) over whether | had voluntarily resigned or had been expelled
(“disfellowshipped”). At the time (1980), there was no announced policy how
to treat people who voluntarily resigned (“disassociated”) from the religion.
Even though | had voluntarily disassociated from Jehovah’s Witnesses | was
not shunned as are those who are disfellowshipped.

Initially, the local congregation announced | had voluntarily disassociated
but a couple of months later they announced to the congregation that | had
been disfellowshipped. In a subsequent discussion with one of the
congregation elders | was told they were ordered to disfellowship me in a
letter they had received from headquarters. After that announcement | was
totally shunned. | protested their action and eventually wrote to the
Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses in New York demanding they
withdraw this expulsion action.

This dispute over whether | had ‘quit’ or been *fired’ received some local
news coverage. Eventually, in early June of 1981 the local congregation
reversed the disfellowshipping (presumably after being notified to do so by
headquarters) and announced to the local congregation that their action had
been unnecessary.

However, just a few months later, the September 15, 1981 Watchtower
changed the policy towards those who had voluntarily disassociated. From
then on, anyone who resigned membership in the religion would be shunned
just as someone who was disfellowshipped. So, after this change in policy |
was shunned again but at least it was clear | had left the religion of my own
volition.

The first set of letters contain:



1) My voluntary disassociation letter dated August 5, 1980

2) The letter of disfellowshipping | received dated January 2, 1981

3) My initial protest to the local congregation dated January 15, 1981
4) My letter to the Governing Body demanding a withdrawal of their
disfellowshipping me dated February 28, 1981

5) News coverage from the Tucson Citizen mentioning my case (last
column of article)

6) | did receive a notice of the reversal from the local congregation in
early June of 1981 but I no longer have a copy of that letter

7) The change in policy regarding those who disassociate themselves
from Jehovah’s Witnesses as first published in the September 15, 1981
Watchtower

Appended to this collection is the letter | sent out dated September 25, 1980
to dozens of Jehovah’s Witness friends to explain why | had resigned from
the Witnesses. It begins with a verbatim copy of my resignation letter and
then discusses doctrinal concerns | had with the Jehovah’s Witness’
teachings about Jesus Christ.

Dave Brown

daveignatius@gmail.com



mailto:daveignatius@gmail.com

David T, Brown

5017 N. 23 Ave, Apt C
Phoenix AZ 85015
August 5, 1980

Body of Elders, Encanto Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses
Phoenix, Arizona

Gentlemen:

Following the procedure outlined on pages 61 and 62 of the book "Pay
Attention to Yourselves and to All the Flock" I am hereby providing
written notice of my desire to voluntarily disassociate myself from

the Encanto Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses and also from any
association with the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society., I have

arrived at this decision after much prayer, Bible reading, and intensive
personal study, I can no longer believe that the Watchtower Bible and
Tract Society is God's visible earthly organization,

I have no animosity towards anyone of Jehovah's Witnesses., In my 15
Years of association with the Witnesses I have known many wonderful
people. Many have been true friends and very kind and helpful, even in
a material way, I would say all of them were sincere., They have not
been perfect, but neither have I been perfect, They are still in my
thoughts and prayers,

I know this hurts Doris very much, Even though it hurts me to be the
cause of her pain I feel I must proceed with this voluntary disassociation,
Since my wife desires to remain a Witness I ask the congregation not

to forget her, I know you will do what you can to help her, but I

wanted you to know that I will not oppose such aid,

I request when announcement is made to the congregation of my action

that it is made clear that this is a voluntary action on my own part,
You are free to show this letter to anyone you wish as an explanation
vhy I have taken this action,

Sincerely,

Aovd J. Brevr



5235 N. Nineteenth Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85015
January 2, 1981

Mr. David Brown
5017 N. 23rd Avenue, Apt. #3
Phoenix, AZ 85015

Dear Mr. Brown:

After due consideration, the committee of the Encanto Congregation of
Jehovah's Witnesses found it necessary to disfellowship you from the
congregation. It was so announced to the congregation on November 28,

1980,

Respectfully submitted,

%% 22
Roy Hortén :



David T, Brown

5017 N, 23 Ave, Apt, 3
Phoenix AZ 85015
January 15, 1981

Body of Elders, Encanto Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses
¢/o Mr. Roy L. Horton '
5235 N. 19 Avenue

Phoenix AZ 85015

Gentlemen:

Today I received a letter from you telling me that you have disfellow=-
shiped me from the congregation and that announcement of this was made

to the congrezation on lNovember 28, 1980, Such action on your part

comes as a great surprise to me., I have talked to one of the judicial
committee on the telephone since you announced the disfellowshiping,

but you did not choosze to inform me until today. Since you prefer to
communicate about this matter by the mail I have decided not to telephone
you regarding it, but to reply by mail myself,

On August 6, 1980 I personazlly delivered to Mr. Roy L. Horton, at his

home address, writ%en notice dated the day before of my desire to
voluntarily disassociate myself from the Encanto Congregation, This

- actiorn on my part was based on the procedure outlined on pages 61 and

62 of the book "Pay Attsntion to Yourselves and to All the Flock" which
says: "If a baptized person insists that he wants to be no part of the
congregation and he wants his name removed from all our records, we can
comply with his request., If he takes such an adamant position, it woulad
be well to encourage him to put his request in writing and it can be

held in the congregation files., In a case like this the Society should

be notified and a brief announcement should be made to the congregation.
The person will be viewed as 'disassociated' and he would have to appiy
for reinstatement in the regular way in order to bccome a member of ihe
congregation again," Mr. Forton told me that my resignation letter would
be acceptable to the congregation, (A copy of that letter is enclosed wiih
this letter). Iir, Horton and I talked for several minutes at that time
regarding my action and one question I put to him was whether the congre=—
gation would go ahead and try to disfellowship me an~way, He gave me
several assurances that would never happen because by my resigning in the
way I was I was removing myself from the congregation. In fact, he

- reminded me of the Society's instructions quoted above which state that
would need to apply for reinstatement if I desired to beconme a vart of

the congregation again, Mr. Horton did say he wanted to discuss my action
with the elders of the Encanto Congregation before making announcement to
the congregation, This he did ‘and announcement of my voluntary disassocia-
tion was made to the Encanto Congregation on August 15, 1980 by one of the
elders, lMr, Joseph Diehl, T had supplied a copy of my resignation letter
to the Solano Congregation and they announced my voluntary disassociation
on August 20, 1980, and this was announced by one of their elders, Mr,
Herman Kurrle, In view of the fact I had already rcmoved myself from

any association with the Encanto Congregation or from Jehovah's Witnesses
in August of 1980 it surprises me that you now say that you 'found it
necessary to disfellowship me from the congreration.' IHow can you
~disfellowship someone who is no longer a part of the consreration? If,
according to the Society's instructions queted above, I would alrecady need
to apply for reinstatement to "beceme 2 momber of the congrepation asain,"
how can you disfellowship me as though I still was a member of the congre-
cation?
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It is true that I mailed letters to several of my Witness friends
explaining why I decided to resign., But I did this nearly two months
2fter I had resigned. Remardless of how you feel about my present
religious beliefs don't you agree I have the right to inform my friends

of my decision to voluntarily disassociate myself and the reascns why I
felt I should? There was no attempt in any of those letters to cover

over the fact I had resisned, The first page in every letter contained

a verbatim copy of my resignation letter so all of my friends were fully
informed that I was no lonzer a Witness. It is also true I wrote a letter
to the Watchtower Scciety telling them I felt they have been dishonest in
some of their scholarship, but this letter was dated September 26, 1980
(Long after my resiznation), and I plainly told them I had already voluntarily
disassociated myself from the congregation,

There are several unanswered questions regarding your disfellowshiping
action, For exactly what grounds did you decide it was "necessary" to
disfellowship fexpel) me from the congregation? Exactly how was the
announcement read to the congregation? Did it simply say yvou were
disfellowshiping me? Or did it state you were disfellowshiping me for
"conduct unbecoming a Christian?' Or did it state it was for "apostasy?"
Or was it for "promoting sects and divisions?' Or something else? WVere
there, either at that time or at some other time, any further remarks
about me either dixectily or by innuendo? In what other congregations of
Jehovah's Vitncsses was your disfellowshiping action read? Why was I never
inforned that you were disregarding the fact I had alrecady resigned and that
you were proceeding to iry me by the judicial committee? I do apprecizate
that you finally did inform me of what you have done, but why did you wait
go long tc do so0? You may feel these questions are minor or silly, but I
feel you owe me some explanations and answers o these guestions, In a
group of people of which I was no member you brought up my name in a

bad light and stated you were "expelling” me from membership for some
wrongdeing, If scmeone is treated like that shouldn't they be informed

as to vhy and how it was done? I would appreciatle it greatly if you would
by either letter or in person explain your action and answer the questions
I.am asking in this letter,

In view of the fact I have not been a member of your congregation or of your
religion since August of 1980 I ask you %o reccnsider your disfellowshiping
action, TYour action does not take into account the procedure cutlined in
the book "Pay Attention o Yourselves and to A1l the Flock" on pages 61

and 62, You are allowed 1o use my name in this way if you make announce-
ment to the congresation: ‘'The decision made to disfellowship Mr, David

T. Brown, announced on November 28, 1980 was in error. WMr., Brown had
already voluntarily disassociated himself from the congregation previous

to that time and therefore not a memter of the congregation subject to
disfellewshiping, Mr., Brown left the congresation of his own volition.'
You may not use my name or refer to me (either directly or by innuendo)

in any oiher way in your meetings without my permission. I also ack that
if you do reconsider your disfellowshiping action you notify all the

other congresations that also read your disfellowshiping notificaticen and
ask them to announce the reversal., May I hear from you by February 1%,
1981 if you will withdraw your disfellowshiping decision?

Thank you,

/@&,{,{,ﬂ J ; T/{{z CUN—



David T, Brown
5017 N, 23 Ave, Apt, 3
Phoenix, Arizona 85015
February 28, 1981

Mr. Frederick W, Franz

124 Columbia Heights

Brooklyn, New York 11201

Dear Mr, Franz,

The May 15, 1980 Watchtower (page 30) relates the almost
unbelievable response cne man received when he wrote to his local
Catholic Church to have his name removed from its records: "Under
no conditions can we remove your name from any Baptismal or other
Sacramental records, As you know the Catholiec Church is the one
true Church founded by Jesus (Matt 16) and to so remove your name
would be a sin against the Holy Spirit." Surely, such an attitude
by that Catholic Church is hypocritical and preposterous, Due to
recent developments I feel compelled to ask if a similar attitude
is to be encouraged among Jehovah's Witnesses? I do not believe
you think so,

Early last August I decided I did not want to remain one of
Jehovah's VWitnesses so I wrote a letter to the local congregation
(Phoenix, Arizona, Encanto Congregation) and voluntarily dis-
associlated myself, following the procedure outlined on pages 61 and
62 of "Pay Attention to Yourselves and %o A1l the Flock." The elders

of that congregation accepted my action as valid and for nearly 4

months it was an accepted fact that I had resigned from the congre=-
gation and was no longer one of Jehovah's Witnesses,

Last month I found out that the elders of that congregation
decided it was "necessary" to disfellowship me from the congregation
in late November, DESPITE THE FACT I WAS NO LONGER A MEMBER OF THE
CONGREGATION, Still later I was informed the disfellowshiping was
for "apostasy.”

On February 8, 1981 I met with 2 elders from the Encanto Congre-
gation who told me they had 'made a mistake' in accepting my
resignation letter and that they should have disfellowshiped me at
that time instead of allowing me to resign. They also indicated
they were told to disfellowship me by someone there at Brooklyn Bethel,

I know such a mistake could not have been made by you or anyone on
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the Governing Body., Therefore I am writing to you so that
this situation can be corrected.

Surely it is quite unethical for the Encanto Congregation
to represent me as a member of that congregation and then
subject my reputation and character to the stigma that goes
with disfellowshiping, when it was a settled matter that I
was no longer a Witness., The way the Encanto Congregation
handled their disfellowshiping procedure is also reprehensiblé.
I was never notified in advance of a comnittee meeting to
disfellowship me, Neither was I invited to attend, I was not
informed of their action until the middle of January, a month
and a half afterwards,

Respectfully I ask you to instruct the Encanto Congregation
to retract theis disfellowshiping action and to notify me in
writing of their retraction, The truth of the matter is that
I was not expelled from the congregation, I resigned and left
of my own volition, I would really appreciate it if you would
straighten out this situation, I anm enclosing éll pertinent
correspondence with this letter, I realize you have many
responsibilities to care for, but I am trusting there won't be
too much delay on this matter,

Thank you,
David T. Brown
Copies to members of the Governing Body individually and to the

Encanto Congregation.
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One of the focal points of such groups is
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada, where the
Kling's brother-in-law, James Penton, has
filed a $130,000 defamation suit against the or-
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Penton, author of a book on the JWs™ his-

tory in Canada said he wrote an eight-page

— jetter-to-the-Brooklym-headquarters-protesting
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son on any spiritual or social level reflects
loyalty to God’s standards and obedience
to his command at 1 Corinthians 5:11, 13.
This is consistent with Jesus’ advice that
such a person be considered in the same
way as “‘a man of the nations” was viewed
by the Jews of that time. For some time
after the apostles died, those professing
Christianity evidently followed the Biblical
procedure.* But how many churches to-
day comply with God's clear directions in
this regard?

THOSE WHO DISASSOCIATE THEMSELVES

13 A Christian might grow spiritually
weak, perhaps because of not studying
God’s Word regularly, having personal
problems or experiencing persecution.
(1 Cor. 11:30; Rom. 14:1) Such a one
might cease to attend Christian meetings.
What is to be done? Recall that the apos-
tles abandoned Jesus on the night of his
arrest. Yet Christ had urged Peter, “When
once you have returned, strengthen your
brothers [who also abandoned Jesus].”
(Luke 22:32) Hence, out of love Christian
elders and others might visit and help the
one who has grown weak and inactive,
(1 Thess. 5:14; Rom. 15:1; Heb. 12:12,
13) It is another matter, though, when a
person repudiates his being a Christian
and disassociates himself.

1 One who has been a true Christian

* Ecclesiastical historian Joseph Bingham writes con-
cerning the early centuries: *‘The discipline of the
church consisted in a power to deprive men of all the
benefits and privileges of baptism, by turning them out
of the society and communion of the church, . . . and
every one shunned and avoided them in common con-
versation, partly to establish the church’'s censures and
proceedings against them, and partly to make them
ashamed, and partly to secure themselves from the
danger of contagion.” *. . . no one was to receive
excommunicated persons into their houses, nor eat at
the same table with them; they were not to converse
with them familiarly, whilst living; nor perform the
funeral obsequies for them, when dead, . . . These
directions were drawn up upon the model of those rules
of the apostles, which forbade Christians to give any
countenance to notorious offenders.”’—The Antiquities
of the Christian Chwrch, pp. 880, 891,

13. What should be done in the case of a person who
becomes weak and inactive?
14, How might a person disassociate himself?

THE WATCHTOWER — SEPTEMBER 15, 1981

might renounce the way of the truth, stat-
ing that he no longer considers himself to
be one of Jehovah's Witnesses or wants
to be known as one. When this rare event
occurs, the person is renouncing his stand-
ing as a Christian, deliberately disassociat-
ing himself from the congregation. The
apostle John wrote: “They went out from
us, but they were not of our sort; for if
they had been of our sort, they would have
remained with us.”—1 John 2:19.

15 Qr, a person might renounce his place
in the Christian congregation by his ac-
tions, such as by becoming part of an
organization whose objective is contrary
to the Bible, and, hence, is under judg-
ment by Jehovah God. (Compare Revela-
tion 19:17-21; Isaiah 2:4.) So if one who
was a Christian chose to join those who
are disapproved of God, it would be fitting
for the congregation to acknowledge by
a brief announcement that he had dis-
associated himself and is no longer one
of Jehovah'’s Witnesses.

16 Persons who make themselves “not of
our sort” by deliberately rejecting the
faith and beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses
should appropriately be viewed and {reated
as are those who have been disfellowshiped
for wrongdoing.

COOPERATING WITH THE CONGREGATION

1 Though Christians enjoy spiritual fel-
lowship when they discuss or study the
Bible with their brothers or interested
persons, they would not want to have such
fellowship with an expelled sinner (or one
who has renounced the faith and beliefs
of Jehovah's Witnesses, disassociating
himself). The expelled person has been
‘rejected,” being “‘self-condemned” because
of “sinning,” and those in the congregation
both accept God’s judgment and uphold it.

15, 16. (a) How else might a person become disassoci-
ated? (b) How should Christians view and deal with
disassociated persons?

17, 18. What is involved in our cooperating with the
congregation as to disfellowshiping?

23



David T. Brown

5017 N. 23 Ave. Apt 3
Phoenix AZ 85015
August 5, 1980

Body of Elders, Encanto Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses
Phoenix, Arizona

Gentlemen:

Following the procedure outlined on pages 61 and 62 of the book “Pay Attention to Yourselves
and to All the Flock” T am hereby providing written notice of my desire to voluntarily
disassociate myself from the Encanto Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses and also from any
association with the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. | have arrived at this decision after
much prayer, Bible reading, and intensive personal study. I can no longer believe that the
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society is God’s visible earthly organization.

| have no animosity towards anyone of Jehovah’s Witnesses. In my 15 years of association with
the Witnesses | have known many wonderful people. Many have been true friends and very kind
and helpful, even in a material way. | would say all of them were sincere. They have not been
perfect, but neither have | been perfect. They are still in my thoughts and prayers.

| know this hurts Doris very much. Even though it hurts to be the cause of her pain I feel | must
proceed with this voluntary disassociation. Since my wife desires to remain a Witness | ask the
congregation not to forget her. I know you will do what you can to help her, but | wanted you to
know that I will not oppose such aid.

| request when announcement is made to the congregation of my action that it is made clear that
this is a voluntary action on my part. You are free to show this letter to anyone you wish as an
explanation why | have taken this action.

Sincerely,

David T. Brown

September 25, 1980
Dear Friends:
| am enclosing some scriptures and some thoughts that helped me to see that I did not have “the

Truth.” (John 14:6) These have helped me to come to Him. (John 6:68, 69) He invites you to
come to Him, too. (Matthew 11:28-30)
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Hebrews 7:3

This is speaking of how Melchizedek is a type of the Son of God:

"In being fatherless, motherless, without genealogy, having
neither a beginning of days nor an end of life, but having
been made like the Son of God, he remains a priest
perpetually."

In what way is the Son of God without beginning of days or end of life?
John 1:1
"In the beginning the Word was . . . "

Is this saying that the Word existed before creation? That, in the
beginning, place it where you may, the Word already existed?
Compare the New English Bible rendering of John 1l:1-

"When all things began, the Word already was. The Word dwelt
with God, and what God was, the Word was. The Word, then, was
with God at the beginning, and through him all things came to
be; no single thing was created without him. All that came to
be was alive with his life, and that life was the light of
men."

Colossians 1:15

Can the expression "firstborn of all creation" have another explanation
than meaning that Jesus was God's firgt creation? Again the New English
Bible (Colossians 1:15-20):

"He is the image of the invisible God; his is the primacy over
all created things. In him everything in heaven and on earth
was created, not only things visible but also the invisible
orders of thrones, sovereignties, authorities, and powers: the
whole universe has been created through him and for him. And
he existed before everything, and all things are held together
in him. He is, moreover, the head of the body, the church. He
is its origin, the first to return from the dead, to be in all
things alone supreme. For in him the complete belng of God, by
God's own choice, came to dwell. Through him God chose to
reconcile the whole universe to himself, making peace through
the shedding of his blood upon the cross -- to reconcile all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, through him alone."

Compare Genesis 41:51,52 with Jeremiah 31:9; Psalm 89:27. On Colossians
1:19, compare with Colossians 2:9 in the Emphatic Diaglott, Byington,

and other recent versions. Also see Emphatic Diaglott (page 889) under
"Firstborn." At Colossians 1:15 "Firstborn" is a statement of position,
not priority in time. '
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Revelation 3:14

Similarly, can the expression "the beginning of the creation by God"
("the beginning of the creation of the God" - Kingdom Interlinear) have
the meaning given in the New International Version?:

"These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true
witness, the ruler of God's creation." :

(Compare Revelation 1:5). New Testament Greek lexicons give "origin" as
another meaning for beginning.

Proverbs 8:22-31

Can we be positive this applies to Christ? (Read Proverbs chapters 1-9.
Wisdom and foolishness are contrasted.) Does Proverbs 8:3,4 apply to
Christ?

If we can say Proverbs 8:22 appiies to Christ -- many versions translate
it Jehovah "possessed" me, etc. After all, when has Jehovah been without
wisdom? See Green's Interlinear 01ld Testament, NIV, NASB.

Hebrews 1:10-12
This passage quotes Psalm 102:25-27 (LXX) and applies it to Christ:

"And: 'You at the beginning, O Lord, laid the foundations of

the earth itself, and the heavens are the works of your hands. -.
They themselves will perish, but you yourself are to remain
continually; and just like an outer garment they will all grow
0old, and you will wrap them up just as a cloak, as on outer
garment; and they will be changed, but you are the same, and
your years will never run out.'"

In Psalm.102 this statement is definitely speaking about Jehovah. Does
this identify Jesus as Jehovah?

Other examples:
1 Peter 2:3 says:

", . . provided you have tasted that the Lord is kind."

This is shown to be speaking about Jesus in the next verse (1 Peter
2:4): "Coming to him as to a living atone, rejected, it is true, by men,
but chosen, precious with God." 1 Peter 2:3 is a reference to Psalm 34:8
(LXX): "Taste and see that Jehovah ia good . . . " [Comparison of the
interlinear with the Greek Septuagint (LXX) shows the phrases to be
identical.]

Is Peter calling Jesus "Jehovah" in this place?
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Shorter Lexicon of the Greek

An Expository Dictionary of New Testament

Words. W. E. Vine. Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Pages 434, 435,

FIRST-BEGOTTEN, FIRSTBORN

PROTOTOKOS (mpwréroxos), firstborn (from prétos, first, and tikis,
to beget), is used of Christ as born of the Virgin Mary, Luke 2 : 7 ; further,

in His relationship to the Father, expressing His priority to, and pre-

Ex. 4:22;

logically thus:

.eminence over, creation, not in the sense of being the firs
It is used occasionally of superiority of position in the O.T.; see
Deut. 21 : 16, 17, the prohibition being against the evil of
assigning the privileged position of the firstborn to one born subsequently
to the first child.

The five passages in the N.T. relating to Christ may be set forth chrono-
(@) Col. 1 : 15, where His eternal relationship with the

Note ;

203t [ pritos) ef me,’ i.e.,
in His pre-existence and pricrity.

New Testament., F. Wilbur

Gingrich: University of Chicago
Press, 1957, 1965. Page 190.

(c) Rom. 8 :
{4y Beb, 2

‘in regard to me,’

Father is in view, and the clause means both that He was the Firstborn
before all creation and that He Himself produced creation (the genitive
case being objective, as ver. 16 makes clear) ;
in reference to His resurrection ;
skip to the Churehr
"when He again bringeth in,” puts “
‘contrast to His First Advent, at His Birth, being implied) ; cp. Psa. 89 :27

The word is used in the plural, in Heb. 11 : 28, of the firstborn sons in Ul"'
families of the Egyptians, and in 12 : 23, of the members of the Church‘ ’
With [a) cp. John 1: 30, He was before me,” lit.,
exprassing all that

(6) Col. 1: 18 and Rev. 1:5:
29, His position in relation-
16, RV., HbSm-n& Advemt (the RV
again” in the right place, the

Rev. 3:14 (Kingdom Interlinear Translation):
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apyi, 7ig, §—1. beginning, origin
Mt 19:4;24: 8; Mk 1: 1; 13: 8§;
Lk1:2;J31:1;15:27; Ac1l:15.
dpyfiv Mmﬁuvm' begm Hb 2: 3.
oToiEia Tis & elementary prin-
ciples 5: 12. & 7ijs &. Tob X. Adyos
elementary Christian teaching 6:
1. & -fs UmooTGoews original
conviction 3: 14. &. Tév ompeicow
first of the signe J 2: 1L
v dpyfv =6k at all 8: 25. Fig.
Col 1: 18. First cause Rv 3; 14.
Concrete=corner Ac 10: 11.—
2. ruler, authority Lk 12: 11;
20: 20; Tit 3: 1. Of angels and
demons Ro 8: 38; 1 Cor 15: 24;
Col 2: 10. 15.—3. Rule, domain,.
sphere of influence Jd 6.

GpyTyds, ob, & either leader, ruler,
prince or originator, founder ; the
former is more likely for Ae 5:
31; for 3: 135 either is poss. The
Iatrer is more likely for Hb 2:
10; 12: 2.*

Shorter Lexicon of the

apyitplxiivog, ov, & head waiter,
butler; in the context of J 2: 8f
prob. toastmaster, master of the
Seast.*
dpyw—1. act. rule w. gen. Mk
10: 42; Ro 15: 12.—2. mid.
begin Mt, 4: 17; Lk 15: 14; 24:
27; Ac B: 35; 10: 37. At times &.
is pleonastic and adds little to
the meaning of the sentence,
e.g. ov fipforo & ‘Ino. moriv=
simply what Jesus did rather
than what Jesus began to do Ac
1: 1. Cf. Mt 26: 37; Lk 7: 15,
24, 38.
dpywv, ovrog, & ruler, lord, prince
t 20: 25; Ac 4: 26; Bv 1- 5
Of authorities, officials gener.,
both Jewish Mt @: 18; Lk 8: 41;
14: 1; 18: 18; J 3: 1; Ac 3: 17
and Gentile Ac 16: 19. Of evil
&“pi:'its Mt 9: 34; 12: 24; Lk 11:
15; J 12: 31; 14: 30; Eph 2: 2.
The &pyovtes of 1 Cor 2: 6, 8

Greek New Testament.

F. Wilbur Gingrich. University of Chicago
Press, 1957, 1965, Page 29,

Rev. 3:14 (King James)

14And unto the 2ngel of the church of the
Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen,

the faithful and true wi of These are the words of the Amen, the faith-
the creation of God; 151 know thy works, that ful and true witness, the of God's crea-
povpegpes P oo mtrhmhol: X gl% m hot. {Dwulglf you mfz::h':m oT
rt 16
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And tothe messenger ‘of the ‘in *Laodices.
Exxdmai :
“church write thou:
Tade Ay © dunw, & pdprus o
These things says the:

Rev. 3:14 (W.I.V.)

14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:

Rev. 3:14 with interlinear translation by
Greek scholar Alfred Marshall, from The
Zondervan Parallel New Testament in Greek

?nd English, Zondervan Bible Puhllshers.

The Interllnear Hebrew-Greek~Fnﬂlish Bible. Vol 3.
Jay Green, Associated Publlshers ‘and Authors. 1978.
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The prophecy of Isaiah 40:3-5:

"Listen! Someone is calling out in the wilderness: 'Clear up
the way of Jehovah, you people! Make the highway for our God
through the desert plain straight. Let every valley be raised
up, and every mountain and hill be made low. And the knobby
ground must become level land, and the rugged ground a valley
plain. And the glory of Jehovah will certainly be revealed,
and all flesh must see it together, for the very mouth of
Jehovah has spoken it.'"

Matthew 3:1-3, Mark 1:1-4, Luke 3:2-6, and John 1:23 apply this to John
the Baptist's preparatory work before the ministry of Jesus. Is John the
Baptist calling Jesus Jehovah?

Isaiah 8:13-15;

"Jehovah of armies . . . And he must become as a sacred
place; but as a stone to strike against and as a rock over
which to stumble to both houses of Israel, as a trap and as a
snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And mang among them
will be certain to stumble and to fall and be broken, and to
be snared and caught."

1l Peter 2:8: "and 'a stone of stumbling and a rock-mass of offense.’
These are stumbling because they are disobedient to the word. To this
very end they were also appointed." (Compare also Luke 20:18) If Jesus
is Jehovah, would that not be a stone of stumbling for the Jews? -

Isaiah 8:12b,13:
"The object of their fear you men must not fear, nor must you

tremble at it. Jehovah of armies - he is the one whom you
should treat as holy . ., . " :

1 Peter 3:14b,15: "However, the object of their fear do not you fear,
neither become agitated. But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your
hearts . . ."

Joel 2:32 and Romans 10:9-15:

"And everyone who calls on Jehovah's name will come off safe;
for on Mount Sion and in Jerusalem there will be escape, as
Jehovah has said, and among the survivors whom Jehovah calls."

(Byington)

"Because if by your mouth you acknowledge Jesus to be Lord,
and in your heart you believe that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. For it is with a heart believing is
done leading to righteousness, and it is with a mouth
acknowledgement is made leading to salvation. For the text
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says 'Anyone who believes in him will not be put to shame';
for there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the
same one is Lord of all, rich taward all who call on him; for
"everyone who shall call on the name of the Lord ("the name of
Jehovah" - NWT) shall be saved.'"

Compare Acts 2:21,33,36,38. For the identity of the "him" in verse 1l
see Romans 9:33; 1 Peter 2:6. Who is being referred to in Romans
10:13-15?

Hebrews l:6

"But when he again brings his First-born into the inhabited
earth, he says: 'And let all God's angels worship him.'"

This is quoted from Psalm 97:7 and Deuteronomy 32:43 (in the Septuagint
and also in the Dead Sea scroll of Deuteronomy) and the "him" referred
to is Jehovah God. Yet Hebrews applies it to Jesus Christ. Does this
identify Jesus as God, worthy of worship as the Father is worthy of
worship? Does this identify Jesus with Jehovah? Also, does the fact that
all of the angels are commanded to warship him make Jesus not an angel,
but superior to them? (compare Hebrews 1:4)

The Father is Greater

Can the scriptures that speak of the subordinating of the Son to the
.Father (like John 14:28; 1 Corinthians 11:3; 1 Corinthians 15:27,28,
etc.) be explained by Jesus' voluntary emptying of himself to take the
form of a humble slave -- as stated in Philippians 2:5-112:

"Have in you, each of you, this same mind as in Christ Jesus,
who, when he was in the form of God, did not regard equality
with God as a prize, but emptied himself, taking slave form,
coming into the likeness of humanity; and, being found as it
were a man in guise, he humbled himself to become obedient
down to death, the death of a cross; for which very reason God
raised him supremely high and granted him the name above every
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee of what is in
heaven and what is on earth and what is underground should
bend and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father." (Byington)

Compare Isaiah 45:22,23.

Jesus is LORD!

"For this reason I make it known to you that nobody speaking
in the Spirit of God says 'Jesus is accursed,' and nobody can
say 'Jesus is Lord' except in Haly Spirit." 1 Corinthians 12:3
(Byington)
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Why does acknowledging Jesus to be Lord require the operation of God's
Spirit? Do the implications of the statement "Jesus is Lord" stagger the
human mind to require the help of the Holy Spirit?

John 20:28

"In answer Thomas said to him: 'My Lord and my God!"

Was it proper for Thomas to make this statement? Is it proper for
Christians today to make the same statement?

Romans 8:9

"But you are not in flesh but in spirit, if God's Spirit does
reside in you; but if anybody does not have Christ's Spirit,
.that man is not his." (Byington)

What do the parallel expressions "God's Spirit" and "Christ's Spirit"
indicate as to the relationship of the Father and the Son?
Compare Acts 16:6,7:

"And they went through Phrygian-Galatian country, being
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in the province
of Asia, and came up to Mysia and tried to take a course into
Bithynia but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them; and
they went past Mysia and down to Troas." (Byington)

John 5:17,18

"But he answered them: 'My Father has kept working until now,
and I keep working.' On this accpunt, indeed, the Jews began
seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he
breaking the Sabbath but he was mlso calling God his own
Father, making himself equal to God." T

Is the apostle John saying that Jesus claimed equality with God? In
verses 22 and 23 of the same chapter Jesus says:

"For the Father judges no one at all, but he has committed all
the judging to the Son, in order that all may honor the Son
just as they honor the Father. He that does not honor the Son
does not honor the Father who sent him."

The New English Bible on these same 2 verses reads:

"And again, the Father does not judge anyone, but has given
full jurisdiction to the Son; it is his will that all should
pay the same honor to the Son as to the Father. To deny honor
to the Son is to deny it to the Father who sent him."

Can a created being receive the same honor as the Creator?
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Isaiah 9:6

"For there has been a child born to us, there has been a son
given to us; and the princely rule will come to be upon his
shoulder. And his name will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prin¢e of Peace."

In the next chapter (Isaiah 10:20,21) it says:

"And it will certainly occur in that day that those remaining
over of Israel and those who have escaped of the house of
Jacob will never again support themselves upon the one
striking them, and they will certainly support themselves upon
Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel, in trueness. A mere remnant
will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the Mighty God."

Who is this Mighty God?

Luke 10:22

"All thlngs have been delivered to me by my Father, and who
the Son is no one knows but the Father; and who the Father is,
no one knows but the Son, and he to whom the Son is willing to
reveal him,"

Can the Son only be comprehended by the Father? Why?

John 16:13-15

"However, when that one arrives, the spirit of the truth. . .
That one will glorify me, because he will receive from what is
mine and will declare it to you. All the things that the
Father has are mine. That is why I said he receives from what
is mine and declares it to you." [Compare John 17:10.]
What does Jesus mean that 'all things that the Father has are mine'?
What does this show about their relationship?

John 14:14

"If you ask me anything in my name I will do it." (Byington)

"If ever anythlng you should ask me in the name of me this I
shall do." (Klngdom Interlinear).

"If you ask anthing in my name, I will do it." (New World
Translation)

Why does the New World Translation leave out the word "me"?
Is it proper to petition or ask Christ concerning things we desire?
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Comparing Scripture with Scripture

Is John 12:40,41 a reference to Isaiah 6:3-5,10?

Is Ephe51ans 4:7-10 a quotation and reference to Psalm 68:15-18?
Who is referred to in Psalm 68 and in Ephesians?

Is there parallelism in these titles @and functions?:

Jeremiah 11:20; 17:10; 20:12, Compare Revelation 2:23,

2 Thessalonians 1:9. Compare Isaiah 2321 (Septuagint).

Ps.

23:1; Isa. 40:1-11. Compare Jn 1031-14; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pe, 2:25; 5:4,

Isaiah 40:3,9,10,11. Compare John 1:23; Revelation 3:11; 22:12,20.

Isaiah 45:22,23. Compare Rom. 14:9-12; 2 Cor. 5:10; Philippians 2:10.

Isaiah 43:3., Compare Acts 3:14.

Revelation 4:9-11, Compare Revelation 5:6-14.

1]

2]

3]

4]

5]

6]

CONCLUDING QUESTIONS

Is there any clear, direct statement in the Bible that says Jehovah
created Jesus?

Why are the New Testament writers g0 free in applying pasasages about
Jehovah in the 0ld Testament to Christ? Can we do so today?

Is there any clear, direct statement in the Bible that pointedly says
Jesus is not Jehovah? If the teaching that Jesus is not Jehovah is
true, would we not expect such a statement or some sort of
explanation for the N.T. writers application of the divine name to
Jesus.

Is there any clear, direct statement in the Bible that pointedly says
Jesus is not God? (If you are using the New World Translation for
your reply -- be sure to compare it with versions like Byington,
New International Version, New American Standard, etc.)

Are there places in the Bible where Christ is called Jehovah?

Are there places in the Bible wherq Christ is called God?



I.

II1.

III.

IV,

VI.

VII.

VIII.

IS THE HOLY SPIRIT A PERSON OR A FORCE?

The scriptures tell us the Holy Spirit:

Has Will: (1 Corinthiaps 12:11) "wills"
"Forbids" and "Permits" - Acts 16:6, 7
"Appoints" leaders - Acts 20:28

Has Mind: (Romans 8:27) “"minds”
"Knows" = 1 Corinthigns 2:11
"Thinks" - Acts 15:28

Has Feelings: (Isaiah 63:10) "feel hurt"
"Outraged” - Hebrews 10:29
"Saddened” - Ephesians 4:30
"Love" — Romans 15:30 (cf. Romans 12:1)

Has Ability To Hear: (John 16:13) "hears"

Has Speech: (1 Timothy 4:1) "says explicitly"
"Spirit of Jehovah spoke" - 2 Samuel 23:2
"Thus says the Holy fpirit" - Acts 21:11
"The Holy Spirit aptly spoke” - Acts 28:25
"What the Spirit says to the congregations”

- Revelation 2:7, )1, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22

Has Self-Consciousness: (calls Himself "I")
"The Spirit Saidl-ollon" = Acts 10:19, 20
“The H.Oly Spirit Baid...:[..-" = Acts 13:2

Personally Directs The Preaching Work:
"I have called them."” - Acts 13:2
"Sent out by the Holy Spirit.” - Acts 13:4
"The Spirit told me to go..." = Acts 11:12
"The Spirit said...Approach...” - Acts 8:29
".seyou are not the pnes speaking, but
the Holy Spirit fs.” - Mark 13:11

Treated As A Person: (pr "mistreated")
"Lied to" - Acts 5:3
"Tempted” - Acts 5:9
"Blasphemed" - Matthew 12:31
"Spoken against"” — Matthew 12:32



IX. Functions As A Person: (could a force be ...)

"Another Helper" - John 14:16
[Jesus Christ, our personal Helper, (1 John 2:1) promised to
send Another (allon - "of the same kind") personal Helper to
take his place on earth while he went to the Father.]

One Who "Pleads" for us — Romans 8:26, 27
[Our Helper on earth (the Spirit) pleads for us - exactly as
Our Helper in heaven (the Christ) pleads for us (Romans 8:34)
cf. Hebrews 7:25.] '

"God's Spirit Living in us” - Romans 8:9, 11
[The Spirit who " 1lives in us" (James 4:5 - cf. Ephesians 3:17)
makes us "the Temple of the Holy Spirit" (1 Corinthians 6:19)
and also "the Temple of God" (1 Corinthians 3:16, 17).]

"The Holy Spirit [who] will teach you"

= Luke 12:12, 1 Corinthians 2:13, 1 John 2:27

"That Person* [who] reminds you" = John 14:26

"That Person* exposing the world" - John 16:8

"That Person* testifying about Me [Christ],

and you [twelve persons] also testify”
- John 15:26, 27 also Acts 5:32
X. Named "Jehovah": (2 Corinthians 3:17)

*ekeinos = "that he" or "that male person”

Early Christian writers taught the Holy Spirit is a Person. There
is a statement or two by Justin Martyr and Hippolytus that might
seem to indicate otherwise, but a thorough reading of their
writings reveals they viewed the Holy Spirit as a Person. The
teaching that the Holy Spirit is not a Person is of comparative
recent origin. Even Arius of the fourth century A.D., who was one
of the first to deny the Deity of Christ, did not deny the
personality of the Holy Spirit. 'The noblest of the Son's
creations' was his viewpoint of the Spirit.

It is true that in the pagan Greek language the word "spirit" is
neuter in gender. However, God saw fit to use this universal
language of the day to communicate His thoughts. W.E. Vine in his
An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words expresses some
thoughts on this and also on the reason why the Greek words for
"Holy Spirit" sometimes lack the definite article (“"the"):

"Sometimes the absence (of the definite article) is to be
accounted for by the fact that Pneuma (like Theos) is
substantially a proper name . . « The personality of the Spirit
is emphasized at the expense of atrict grammatical procedure in
John 14:26; 15:26; 16:8,13,14, where the emphatic pronoun
ekeinos, "He," is used of Him in the masculine, whereas the noun
pneuma is neuter in Greek, while the corresponding word in
Aramaic, the language in which our Lord probably spoke, is
feminine (rucha, cf. Heb. ruach)" (pages 1076, 1077).



IS GOD A TRINITY?

The word "Trinity" does not appear in the Bible. Neither do words
such as: "Bible," "Chronology," "Disfellowshipping," "Neutrality,"
"Organization," or "Theocracy." All of these terms have grown up to
designate concepts taught (or thought to be taught) within the pages
of "The Bible."

Does the "Bible" associate the Father, Son, and Spirit in such a
way as to indicate they form a "Trinity"? Early Christians who
were taught directly by Jesus Christ were . . .

chosen: by God, the Father
through sanctification of the Spirit
for obedience to Jesus Christ
- 1 Peter 1:2

baptized: in the name of the Father
and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit
- Matthew 28:19

filled: with the Spirit
singing praises to God
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
- Ephesians 5:18-20

Stabilized: in Christ

Anointed: by God
Sealed: of the Spirit

- 2 Corinthians 1:21, 22 g
Given: varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit

varieties of ministries, but the same Lord
varieties of functions, but the same God
- 1 Corinthians 12:4-6

Praying: through Christ
in the Spirit
to the Father

- Ephesians 2:18

Evidently, the early Christians who were taught directly by Jesus
Christ spoke often of these three in connection with each other --
even though they did not use the term "Trinity."

_."Praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the 1love
of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ." - Jude 20

"Through our Lord Jesus Christ and through the love of the
Spirit exert yourselves with me in prayers to God." - Romans 15:30

"The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all! Amen!"
- 2 Corinthians 13:14



The doctrine of the Trinity does not teach that there are 3
Gods in one God. Neither does it teach that Jesus is the
Father, nor that the Holy Spirit is the Son, nor that the
Holy Spirit is the Father, etc, The doctrine of the Trinity
teaches there are 3 distinct Persons in one God. Admittedly
this cannot be fully comprehended. But it is possible. (Luke
18:27) Humans cannot comprehend spiritual things fully --
especially some matters about God.

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are separate
Persons. Matthew 28:19 tells us they share a common "name."
One name they share is the name "Jehovah." The Father is
called Jehovah, the Son is called Jehovah, the Holy Spirit
is called Jehovah. But Jehovah is One. The 3 are one God.
(Compare Deuteronomy 6:4 with Genesis 2:24 where the same
Hebrew word is used for "one.")

The Son is subject to the Father in accomplishing the
redemption of mankind and in His serving as mediator between
the Father and mankind. It is possible for 2 persons to
still be equal even though one willingly subjects himself at
times to the other (Compare Philippians 2:1-4 with
Philippians 2:5-11, Byington).

A correct understanding of the doctrine of the Trinity
explains how all 3 -- the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit can each have Divine names, titles and attributes
applied to them yet there still be only one God. Again, this
is hard for humans to fully understand -- yet our worship of
God should not be based on human reasoning, but on the
divine revelation -- the Bible,
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Psarus CL 14—CIIL 17.

shalt arise, and have mercy upon Sion: for
it ir time to have mercy upon her, for the
set time is come. ' For thy servants have
taken pleasure in her stones, and they 4
?l.t.y her dust. ¥8o nations sh
ar thy name, O Lord, and all kings thy

glory.

%For the Lord shall build up Sion, #snd
shail appear in his glory. 7 He haa bad
regard to the prayer of the lowly, and has
not despised their petitiom. t this be
written for another generstion; and the
i:eople that shall be shall praise the

ord. ®For he has loocked out from the
height of his sanctuary; the Lord looked
upon the earth from hesven; Tto hear the
groanirg of the fettered ones, to loosen the
sons of the slain; ¥ to proclaim the name
Lord in Sion, and his praise In
Jerusalem ; @ when the people are gathered
together, and the kings, to serve the Lord.

S He answered him in the way of his
strength: tell me the fewness of my days.
% Take me not awayin the midst of my
dayy: thr;ws_arur ugh all generations.
= ]n the bﬁnning thou, O Lord, didst
'ay the foundation of the earth; and the
hearens are the works of ti:ne hands.

S They shall perish, but thou remasinest:
and they all wax old as a garment;
and as a vesture shalt thou fold them, and

they shall be changed. = But thou art the
same, and thy years shall not fail. =The
seTnsbs mall

& of shall
securely, and their seed shall {prosper for

ever.

A Psalm of David.

_ Bless the Lord, O my soul; and sll tAat
is within me, bless his holy name. ?Bless
the Lord, O my soul, and forget oot all his
Traises : who forgives all thy transgressions,
who heals all thy dizeases; * who redeenis
thy life from corruption ; who crowns thee
with mercy and com 1on; ¥ who satisfes
thy desire with things: so thaé thy
youth shall be renewed like that# of the

eagle,

?'l'he Lord executes mer_cxv:l and judgment
for all tkat sre injured. 7 He made known
his ways to Moses, his will to the children
of Tsrael ®The Lord is compassionate and
l:-ilifu]. long-suffering, and full of merey.

He will not be always angry; peither w
he be wrathful for ever. “He has not
dealt with us according to our sins, nor
recompensed us according to our iniquities.
U Foras the heaven is high above the earth,
the Lord has f0 increased his mercy to-
ward them that fear him 2 As far as the
east is from the west, s0 fur has he retnoved
our tracsgressions from us 2 As u father
pities 4ig children, the Lord pities them
thut fear him. ' For he knows our frame:
rep.em ber that we are dust

% 45 for man, his days are as griss; sy
a fower of the Geld, so shall he dourish.
4 For the wind passes over it.and it sh
not be; and it shall know its place no more.
‘7 But the mercy of the Lord is from gene-
ration to gemeration upon them that fear

—_—

A Or, theg shall bhe, 7 Heb. L 11,128 3 Gr. plural

¢ Or, be Jdirected aright.
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mercy and judgment; the earth is full of
the mercs of the Lord. By the word of
the Lord the heavens were established ; and
all the host of them by the breath of his
mouth. 7 Who gathers the waters of the
gea as in a bottle; who lays up the deeps
in treasuries, ® Let all the earth fear the
Lord; and let all that dwell in the world
be moved because of him. ¥ For he spoke,
and they were made; he commanded, and
they were created. i*T_he Lord frustrates
the counsels of the nations; he brings &

nought also the reasonings of the people:
and brings to nought the counsels of prince
I Bnt the counsel of the Lord endures f
ever, the thooghts of his heart from gene
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my &sojournings. * D B,
be enlightened : and your faces shall not by
any means be ashamed. € This poor man
cried, and the Lord hearkened to him, and
delivered him out of all his afflictions.
7 The angel of the Lord will encamp round
about them that fear him, and will deliver
them. ETaste and see that the Lord is

: blessed is the man who hopes in him.

Fear the Lord, all e his saints: for there
is no want to them that fear hi W The
rich have become poor and hungry: but
they that seek the Lord diligently shall not
want any good thing. Pause.

11 Come, ye children, hear me: I will teach
you the fear of the Lord. ®<$What man is
there that desires life, loving to see good
days? ¥ Keep thy tongue from evil, and
thy lips from ng guile. M Turn away
from evil,and do good ; seek peace, and pur-
sue it.
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