
Resignation/Disfellowshipping Letters 
 
 

 
January 1, 2011 

 
These are letters that I wrote 30 years ago when I decided to resign my 

membership and association with Jehovah‟s Witnesses. There are two sets of 

letters in this file.  
 

The first set of letters are the exchange I had with the local congregation 
and the Governing Body of Jehovah‟s Witnesses (their ruling council at their 

headquarters) over whether I had voluntarily resigned or had been expelled 
(“disfellowshipped”). At the time (1980), there was no announced policy how 

to treat people who voluntarily resigned (“disassociated”) from the religion. 
Even though I had voluntarily disassociated from Jehovah‟s Witnesses I was 

not shunned as are those who are disfellowshipped.  
 

Initially, the local congregation announced I had voluntarily disassociated 
but a couple of months later they announced to the congregation that I had 

been disfellowshipped.  In a subsequent discussion with one of the 
congregation elders I was told they were ordered to disfellowship me in a 

letter they had received from headquarters. After that announcement I was 

totally shunned. I protested their action and eventually wrote to the 
Governing Body of Jehovah‟s Witnesses in New York demanding they 

withdraw this expulsion action.  
 

This dispute over whether I had „quit‟ or been „fired‟ received some local 
news coverage. Eventually, in early June of 1981 the local congregation 

reversed the disfellowshipping (presumably after being notified to do so by 
headquarters) and announced to the local congregation that their action had 

been unnecessary.  
 

However, just a few months later, the September 15, 1981 Watchtower 
changed the policy towards those who had voluntarily disassociated. From 

then on, anyone who resigned membership in the religion would be shunned 
just as someone who was disfellowshipped.  So, after this change in policy I 

was shunned again but at least it was clear I had left the religion of my own 

volition.  
 

The first set of letters contain: 
 



1) My voluntary disassociation letter dated August 5, 1980 

2) The letter of disfellowshipping I received dated January 2, 1981 
3) My initial protest to the local congregation dated January 15, 1981 

4) My letter to the Governing Body demanding a withdrawal of their 
disfellowshipping me dated February 28, 1981 

5) News coverage from the Tucson Citizen mentioning my case (last 
column of article) 

6) I did receive a notice of the reversal from the local congregation in 
early June of 1981 but I no longer have a copy of that letter  

7) The change in policy regarding those who disassociate themselves 
from Jehovah‟s Witnesses as first published in the September 15, 1981 

Watchtower 
 

Appended to this collection is the letter I sent out dated September 25, 1980 
to dozens of Jehovah‟s Witness friends to explain why I had resigned from 

the Witnesses. It begins with a verbatim copy of my resignation letter and 

then discusses doctrinal concerns I had with the Jehovah‟s Witness‟ 
teachings about Jesus Christ.  

 
Dave Brown         

 
daveignatius@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:daveignatius@gmail.com


Davld f. Bronn
5017 N. 2, Ave. Apt C
Phoenl.x A?, 81015' August J, 19SO

Boily of Eld,ers, Encanto congregation of Jehovahrs uLtnesses
Phoenir, Arlzona

GentXenent

{gf-for,l,ng the procedure outlined on pag:eE 6t ana 6Z of the book "ggg*+#l+'" !s You:selye ggg 3g A+ iE-Elggln r an hereby provLd,in!-vr:.rlen notl-ce of ny d^esire to voluntarily dLeassoclate rnyself fronthe Encanto CongregatLon of Jebovahrs witires""" anrl also irorn anyassooiation wlth the watchtouer Btble ancl rract soclety. r havearrLvecl at this d,ecisi.on after nnrch prayer, Blble reaaing, snd. intenslvepersonal' stndy. I can no l,onger belLeve tliat the llatchtover Blble ;e -
Tract soclety is Goalrs visLbLe earthLy organizatlon.

I have no animosity towards anJroae of Jehovahrsyears of assocf.ation w'ith the lfitnesses I havepespls. Hany have been true frlends and veqy
a naterial v&y. f would, say all of then !,rere
been perfect, but neither have I been perfect.
thoughts and, prayers,

Hitness€$. fn $y 1,
krtor*n many wond.erful

kind and. helpful , erren ful
sineer€. ?hey have not

fhey are sttll in ny

I knonr this hurts Doris very nuch. Even though Lt hurts ne to be thecauEe of her pain r feeL l &ust proceed, with {rrts voluntarTr disassociation.slnee ny vife d.esires to rernain a vttness r ask the cong:r€g:ation notto forget her. r know you ui1l d.o rrhat you can to help her, but rrr.anted you to knor that r will not opposl sueh aid.
I request when
that it is mad.e
Tou a,re free to
vhy f have taken

ennouncement is
clear that this
show this Letter
this action.

nade to the cong:resation of my action
tris a vg.1u*t*.T:[ aetion on ny o]rn part.
to anyone you uish as an explanatisn

$lncerely r

&**{J



I?35 N. Nineteenth Avenue
Fhooni.r,. AZ 850ls
Jamrary 2, lgSl

tft', DavidBrown :r' " ,'',, .

5017 N. X;e no"rr,r", Apt . #s
Phoenix, M 850ls

,

' :.i .

After due consideration, the corynittee of the Encanto congregation ofJehovah's witnesses found it necessary i" iireliro*rrri;-,i;'from the
i;lg:*arion- 

rr,,was so,,Erur"";;;-L'ir,J-";n*;arion on November 28,

Rcspectfrrtr ly subnitted,



Bqay of Elders, Encanto congregation of
e/o I'ir. Roy L, llorton

David T, Ilronn
5017 H, 21 Ave. Apt. ,
Fhoenl"x hZ S5015
Januaqf 15 t 1951

Jehovah I s Witnesses

5215 !I. 19 Avenue
Phoenix A7, E5C15

Gentlernen I

Today I received. a letter fron
shtped r{re from the consregation
to the congregation on l.{ovenber
comes as a great surprise to H€r
corrJnf ttee ort the telephone s ince
but you d.id riot chccse to inforn
coailunicate about this rnatter by

yolr telllng ne that you lrave disfellow-
and. that ann ouncenent of this $as rnad.e
28 , 1980. Such a'ction on your part

r have talked. to one of the judicial
you announced. the disfellowshipirlsr
rne until tod.ay. Since you Tlrefer to

you regard.ing it, but to reply by
the r*ai I I have d.ecided not to telephone
mail myself.

on august 6, 19eo r personally deliverecl to Mr. Roy !, Horton, at his
hole add.ress, written notiee d.ated the day before 6r my desire to
vol.untarlly'd.isassociate nyself from the Encanto Congrlgation. This
action.gn 1y lart was based on the proeed.ure outLinel otr.p"su" 6t and
62 of the booll ttlg{ Attentio4 to Toultq .ves and to A1L tne ftockn shich
says 3 *rr a uaptGa@-fnEsTS-ffiEE ;aifftfi"fr ffioi"-;;;'-congregation and he wants his nane renoved from alL our reeord.s, r,re can
conply vith his request. ff he takes such an adamant position, it would
be well to encourage hin to put his request in r.r.ritiag and. it can beheld in ths ccngreg:aticn files. in a case like this itre Soeiety shoulibe notified. and. a brief announcement should be :lad.e to the cong,regation.
The person vi1l" be viewed. as fdisassociatedr ancl. he would" have to appiyfor reinstatement in the regular *ray in order to beeorne a member of- tnl
-congreg:ation again.tr l'tr. Eorton toltl. me that my resignation letter vrouLd
be acceptable to the congxeg:ation. (a copy of tirai reii"" is enclosed. uii,hthis letter). I{r. Hortott atta I talked for *el'u"rr riri"ies at that time
regard.ing ny action and one question I put to hin was whether the congre-gation would. go ahead and try to disfellouship ne arl:.:ray. He ga.ye ne
several assurances that would, never happen because by ny resigning in the
vay r was r !.ras removing myseJ-f from the congregation. rn fact, he
renind'ed. me of the Societyts instruetions quoted. above which s.tate that I
wouLtl need to apply for reinstatement if f desired. to becgne a part ofthe congregation again. l'1r. Horton d.id. say he wanted to discus= ry aciiontttth thc eld,ers of the Encan'r,o Congregation be-fore making announcenrent Lo
tbe congregation. This he d.id 'and.-announcernent of ny voluntary ti.isassocia-tion was made to the Encanto Congregation on Au6lust iI, fggO Uy one of the
elelers, MI. Joseph Diehl. 'I had supplied a eopy of my.resignatiott letterto the Solano Congregation and they- innounceA rnv voluir.tary disassociation
on Au8Sust 20r 19BCr ancl. this $as announced by one of their elders, IrIr.
Xerman Kurrla. In view of the fact I had. already removed^ nyself i=ot
any association vith the Encanto Congrega*ion or fron Jehovahts l.Jitnesses
ln August of 1980 it surprises me that you now say that you rfound it
necessary to disfcllowship ne from the tongregation. t it-o* can you
disfellor,rship someone uho is no longer a part of the con,TrelTation.gresation? If,according,to the Societyrs instructions quotcd. above, t 

"o.r:.d 
already rreeilto apply for r:ein:;taternont to ttbecc'ne e'mcnbcr of thi congrciTation ar-T;rinr"

how can you disfo]lowshLp ne aB though I still was a rnember of the ffie-gation?



Page 2

It ls tme that I mailed Letters to several of my Wltness. frienetsexplainlng why f decicled to res!.gn. tsut f did, trris nearly tuo monthsafI-?I r had resigned. Rcgardless o.f, ho.r+ you feel about m! preientrellgious boliefs donrt you ag:ree f have the rlght to infirrn my irtenasof rny decision to- voluntarlly d,isassoclate *yueIf anrl the. reasens uhy Ifert r should? There lras no attempt in any Lf tno*" letters-i; ;";;; -
over the fact I had resig::leci. The flrst pige in every letter contained -

a verbatin copy of ray resignation letter io-alL of roy friends r.rere Ig*ILnformerl that r was no lonqer a Witness. It is also true I wrote a letterto the watchtower society telllng then r felt they have ueen ai"ioi""l-i"
aone of their scholarshipr.but this Letter was d.ated. Septeraber 26, 1980(1o"* after my resi-nation), and I plainly told the* i i."a already volr:ntarily
d.Lsassocia+,ed, rnyself fronn the congregation.

fn vlelr of the fact I have not 'ueen a nember of your congregation or of ;rou:rreLigion slnee llugust of 'r980 I ask you to "eect"id"" yoi" atsfel.I"owshipinEaction. Tour action d.oes not take lnto account the priceciu:ee outli::eti inthe book::'&I Att,fU-ig! tq Yoursel:;es. anrl to L]l the -$gg5" o" p"i""-St
a,nd. bz. rou are alLor+ed. to use my naaa in this vay if j.ou make &nnotlilc€_nent to the congregation: tThe decision made to disfeliowship i{r. DavidT. Brounr announcecl. on llovenber 28, 1980 was in error. Mr. Brown had.
alread'y voluntarily ctisassociated hj.mself fron the congreglation prevLousto tltat tine and therefore not a nenber of the "ortgr"gition subject to
disfell.or"'shiping. l{r. }roun left the congregation of his ou.rr volition. r

You nay rlo'! use my nane or refer to ne (eitrrer directly or by innuendo)in any o';her way in your meetings r"rithout rny pernissiotr. I also ask thatlf you do reconsidcr your disfellowshiping action you notify all the
ottrer congre$ations th:r.t also read your ctisfellowsfriping nolification
ask thetn to announce the reversal. Ilay I hear fron you-ty rebruary 1

1981 if you will vithd.ras your. disferrowshiping ceciilon?-

and
E
J.'



Bavld T * Sr*wn

501? N. 2T Ave. Apt, 3

Fhoenix, Arlsona S5015

February 28, 1 981

Hr. Fred erLck !f . Frans
124 Columbia llelghts
Brooklyn, I{er York 1 1201

Dear Mr. Franz,
The May 11, tgBO Ha-tchtoyer (p*S" ]O) rebtes the alnost

unbelievable response one man received when he wrote to hls
CathoLlc Church to have his nane removecl fron Lts records:
no contl.itlons can we renove your nane from any Baptisnal or

local
ilUnd.er

other
Sacramental reeordls. As you know the Cathollc Church is the ona

tnre Chureh founclecl. by Jesus (Uatt 15) and to so remove yolrr narne

woukl be a sin against the Boly Spirl"t.n Surely, such an attituile
by that CathoLic Church ls hypocritlcal anct preposterous. Due to
recent cleveS.opnents I feel conpeLlerl tq ask lf a sinllar attituete
is to be enoouraged among Jehovahts Hitnesses? I do not belleve
you think so.

Early Last August I rlecitLed I clid not want to remain one of
Jehovahrs Witnesses so I wrote a Letter to the local congregation
(Phoenix, Arizona, Enoanto Congregatton) and voluntarlly c[ls-
assoctated. nyseLf, folLosing the procedure outlined on pages 51 ana

62 of "Eg{ Att_gqtipn to Yo:rselves, anrl to .4,11 th.e IkgE." The elilers
of that congregatlon acceptecl ny action as valid anct for nearly 4

nonths it was anr accepted fact that I hacl resigneil from the congre-
gation and wasno longer one of Jehovahrs llitnesses.

tast nonth I founcl out that the eldere of that congregatlon
decicletl. it wa,s nnecessaryrr to ttLsfellowship me from the congregatt on

in Late November, DESPITE TIIE FAClt I IIAS N0 t0NGnR A IIEIIBER 0F tgE
C0NGAEGATION. stiIl later I was l.nfs:meil the disfe].lowphlping vas
for ttapostasy. tl

0n Febnraqy B,

gation who told. ne

resignatlon letter
that tJ,ne Lnstead.

they were told. to

1981 I net wi*h 2 elders from the Ebeanto Congre-
they hacl tnade a nLstake I Ln acceptlng rny

anel. that they shoulil bave ttlsfellowshlped ne at
of alloving me to reaign. They also inellcatecl
rllsfellowship ne by soneone there at Srooklyn Bethel.

I knon such a mistake eould not have been made by you or anyone on



Fe,6e 2

the GovernLng Body. Therefore r an vrrt'ng to you so that
thls situatlon can be corrected..

surely lt is quite unethicar for the Errcanto congregatron
to represent me as a menber of that congregatron and then
subJect my reputation and character to the stigma that goes
with clisfelloushiping, when it was a sett].ed. natter that r
was no l0nger a l{itness. The way the Encanto congregation
handlecl their d.isferlowshiping proced.ure is arso reprehensibLe.
r was never notlfied in advance of a committee rneetlng to
disfellowship me. Neither was r invitecr. to attend.. r was not
inf,orned of their action until the mictetre of January, a nonth
and. a half afternards.

Respectfulry r ask you to instruct the Encanto congregatlon
to retraet their,disfellowshiping action ancl to notify me in
writlng of their retraction. The truth of the natter ls that
r was not expellert frorn the cong:regation, r resigned. and Left
of ry orm vorLtion. r woul<l realIy appreciate it lf you woul.d
stral.ghten out this sttuation. I an enclosing all pertLnent
corresponelenee with this Letter. r reaLLze you have many
responsLbilttles to care for, but r an tnrsting there wonrt be
too rnuch tlelay on thls matter.

Thank gour

&^rlJ. fu*.'t
Savlcl ?. Srovn

copies to nenbers of the Governlng Boily lndivlclualLy anct to the
Encanto Congregation,







son on any spiritual or social level reflects 
loyalty to God's standards and obedience 
to his command a t  1 Corinthians 5:11,13. 
This is consistent with Jesus' advice that 
such a person be considered in the same 
way as "a man of the nations" was viewed 
by the Jews of that. time. For some time 
after the apostles died, those professing 
Christianity evidently followed the Biblical 
procedure." But how many churches to- 
day comply with God's clear directions in 
this regard? 

THOSE WHO DISASSOCIATE THEMSELVES 
l3  A Christian might grow spiritually 

weak, perhaps because of not studying 
God's Word regularly, having personal 
problems or experiencing persecution. 
(1 Cor. 11:30; Rom. P4:l) Such a one 
might cease to attend Christian meetings. 
What is to be done? Recall that the apos- 
tles abandoned Jesus on the night of his 
arrest. Yet Christ had urged Peter, "When 
once you have returned, strengthen your 
brothers [who also abandoned Jesus] ." 
(Luke 22 :32) Hence, out of love Christian 
elders and others might visit and help the 
one who has grown weak and i~active. 
( 1  Thess. 5:14; Rom. 15:l; Heb. 12:12, 
13) It is another matter, though, when a 
person repudiates his being a Christian 
and disassociates himself. 

l4 One who has been a true Christian 

* Ecclesiastica: historian Joseph Bingham writes con- 
cerning the early centuries: "The discipline of the 
church consisted in a power to deprive men of all the 
benefits and privileges of baptism, by turning them out 
of the society and communion of the church, . . . and 
every one shunned and avoided them in common con- 
versation, partly to establish the church's censures and 
proceedings against them, and partly to make them 
ashamed, and partly to secure themselves from the 
danger of contagion." ". . . no one was to receive 
excommunicated persons into their houses, nor eat a t  
the same table with them: they were not to converse 
with them familiarly, whilst living; nor perform the 
funeral obsequies for them, when dead, . . . These 
directions were drawn up upon the model of those rules 
of the apostles, which forbade Christians to give any 
countenance to notorious offenders."-The Antiquities 
of the Christian Church, pp. 880, 891. - 
13. What should be done in the case of a person who 
becomes weak and inactive? 
14. How might a person disassociate himself? 

THE WATCHTOWER - SEPTENLBER 15, 1981 

might renounce the way of the truth, stat- 
ing that he no longer considers himself to 
be one of Jehovah's Witnesses or  wants 
to be known as one. When this rare event 
occurs, the person is renouncing his stand- 
ing as a Christian, deliberately disassociat- 
ing himself from the congregation. The 
apostle John wrote: "They went out from 
us, but they were not of our sort; for if 
they had been of our sort, they would have 
remained with us."-1 John 2 : f 9. 

IWr,  a person might renounce his place 
in the Christian congregation by his ac- 
tions, such as by becoming part of an  
organization whose objective is contrary 
to the Bible, and, hence, is under judg- 
ment by Jehovah God. (Compare Revela- 
tion 19: 17-21; Isaiah 2:4.) So if one who 
was a Christian chose to join those who 
are disapproved of God, it would be fitting 
for the congregation to acknowledge by 
a brief announcement that he had dis- 
associated himself and is no longer one 
of Jehovah's Witnesses. 

le Persons who make themselves "not of 
our sort" by deliberately rejecting the 
faith and beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses 
should appropriately be viewed and treated 
as are those who have been disfellowshiped 
for wrongdoing. 

COOPERATING WITH THE CONGREGATION 
l7 Though Christians enjoy spiritual fel- 

lowship when they discuss or study the 
Bible with their brothers or interested 
persons, they would not want to have such 
fellowship with an expelled sinner (or one 
who has renounced the faith and beliefs 
of Jehovah's Witnesses, disassociating 
himself). The expelled person has been 
'rejected,' being "self-condemned" because 
of "sinning," and those in the congregation 
both accept God's judgment and uphold it. 

15, 16. (a) How else might a person become disassoci- 
ated? (b) How should Christians view and deal with 
disassociated persons? 
17, 18. What is involved in our cooperating with the 
congregation as to disfellowshiping? 

23 



David T. Brown 

5017 N. 23 Ave. Apt 3 

Phoenix AZ 85015 

August 5, 1980 

 

Body of Elders, Encanto Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses 

Phoenix, Arizona 

 

Gentlemen: 

 

Following the procedure outlined on pages 61 and 62 of the book “Pay Attention to Yourselves 

and to All the Flock” I am hereby providing written notice of my desire to voluntarily 

disassociate myself from the Encanto Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses and also from any 

association with the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. I have arrived at this decision after 

much prayer, Bible reading, and intensive personal study. I can no longer believe that the 

Watchtower Bible and Tract Society is God’s visible earthly organization. 

 

I have no animosity towards anyone of Jehovah’s Witnesses. In my 15 years of association with 

the Witnesses I have known many wonderful people. Many have been true friends and very kind 

and helpful, even in a material way. I would say all of them were sincere. They have not been 

perfect, but neither have I been perfect. They are still in my thoughts and prayers.  

 

I know this hurts Doris very much. Even though it hurts to be the cause of her pain I feel I must 

proceed with this voluntary disassociation. Since my wife desires to remain a Witness I ask the 

congregation not to forget her. I know you will do what you can to help her, but I wanted you to 

know that I will not oppose such aid. 

 

I request when announcement is made to the congregation of my action that it is made clear that 

this is a voluntary action on my part. You are free to show this letter to anyone you wish as an 

explanation why I have taken this action. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

David T. Brown 

 

 

 

September 25, 1980 

 

Dear Friends: 

 

I am enclosing some scriptures and some thoughts that helped me to see that I did not have “the 

Truth.” (John 14:6) These have helped me to come to Him. (John 6:68, 69) He invites you to 

come to Him, too. (Matthew 11:28-30)  

 



Page I
Ilebrews 7 ;3

This is speaking of how Melchizedek is a type of the Son of God:

"In being fa.therless, motherlesa, without, genealogyl having
neither a beginning of days nor an end of life, but trEvlng
Seen made TiE-TEFs5i 6f-eoilnirEffiiiE' E-lFiest
perPetuaffy.rl

In nhat way is the Son of cod without beginning of days or end of life?
John l:1

nln the beginning the word E . . . n

Is this saying that the Word existed before creation? That, in the
beginning, place it where you rnay, the Word already existed?
Conpare the New English Bible rgndering of .lohn 1:1-4:

'When all things began, the Word already !ras. The Word dwelt
with God, and nhat God was, the Word was. The Word, then, was
with God at the beginning, and through hin all things cane to
bei no single thing was created without him. All that came to
be was alive with his 1ife, and Ehat life was the ll.ght of

.men..t

Coloegiang 1: 15

Can the expresslon "firstborn of all creation'. have another explanation
than meaning that Jesus was Godrs firot creation? AEain the Nenr Engllsh
Bible (Colossians l:15-20):

'!I9 1" the_inage of the invisible God; his ie the primacy over
all created things. In him everylhlng in heaven anEG*ErEE'-
$as created I not only things vislble but also the invislbte
orders of thrones, sovereignties, autborities. and poyrera 3 the' whole universe has been created Ehrough him and for hin. And
he existed before *IX.!,!.i!9r and all things are held together
fi'Effi-e Ts, moreove?, th-A head of the b;dy, the churcfr. IIe
is its origin, the first to TEEEFn-Tr6i-tEFEead, to be in all
things alone suLrene. For in him the complete Ue inflo-f Cil-, -Efr
6T'-s oilfr'TEoffiEne to dnell. Through-him God cf,ose to
reconcile the lrhole universe to himself, naking peace through
the shedding of his blood upon the cross -- to reconcile all
things, whether on earth. or in hGaven, through hin alone.n

Compare Genesis 4t:5I ,52 with ileremiah 31:9; Psalm 89:27. On Colossians
1:19, compare with Colossians 229 in the Ernphatic Diaglott, Byington,
and other recent versions. AIso aee Enphatic Diaglott (page 889) undernFirstborn.tr At Colossians 1:15 nFirstborn" ls a stateneni of position,
not priority in tine.



. Page 2

Revelation 3: 14

Similarlyr can the expression 'the !g,&lry. of the creation by God"
("the beginning of the creation of the God" - Kingdom Interlinear) have
the meaning given in the Nelr Internatlonal Version?:

'rThe€e are the words of lhe ft[en, the faithfu]. and true
witnesg, the ruler of codrs creation.rl

(Conpare Revelation 1:5). New Testament Greek lexicons give lorigin" as
another rneaning for beginning.

IroverUs A s 22-31

Can vre be positive this applies to Chrtst? (Read Proverbs chapters 1-9.
Wisdorn and foolishness are contrasted. ) DoeE Preverbs 8s3r4 apply to
Christ?

If ire can say Proverbz 8:22 applies to Christ -- nany versions translate
it Jehovah "possessed" ne' etc. After all' when has itehovah been without
wisdorn? See Greenrs Interlinear Old lestamentr NIv, NASB.

Ilebrews I: L0-12

This pasEage quotes Psalur 102:25-27 (LXX) and applies it to ChriEt:

,'rAnd: rYou at the beginning, 9 IgEg., laid the foundationg of
, the earth itself, and the heaveng are the norkE of youf handE. "rThey thenselves will perish, but you ]rourself are to remain

. continually; and just like an outer Earnent they vrill all groyt
old, and you wlll hrrap them up Just as a cloakr. as on outer
garmenti and they wtll be changa'd I but you are the aane, and
your years witl never run out.rt

In Psaln.102 thig statement is alef initely speaking about Jehovah. Does
thls identify ilesus as Jehovah?

Other exanplea !

1 Peter 2:3 says:

". . . provided you have tasted that tle Lord ls kind. n

This is shoyrn to be speaking about Jeaus in the next verEe (l Peter
2:4): "Coming to hin a6 to a living atone' rejected, it is true, by nen,
but chosen, precious with God." I Peter 2:3 ls a reference to Psalrn 34:8
(Lxx): nTaste andl see that ilehovah is good . . .' [Cornparison of the
interlinear nith the Greek Septuagint (LXX) sh*rs the pbrases to be
identical . I

Is Peter calling Jesus oJehovahi in this place?



c) o X
 ir

.:
ln

 
riJ

in
 '

o
l'f nn A

 
li<

tiE hl
 

.F
J

T
rE

t9 ts
 ir

-t :F .+ ;o .F
J

rL o :H

E
fn

f;E f,e *O F
s, 6p te
,

H
d,

fl€
:

F
.E {

F
B gd

.
tf,

.8

[S H
1.

tD
o

F
$ H [* 0l
 -

{

n ;;l

hd
l€

-:
F

$r
 Io

 l5
O

q 
IF

' ^
o 

lrt
td

or
 lo

 Ix I 
f6

1
5t

o
rr

t {
lo

ha
 

.F
. 

o 
,l|

.r
o

;:a
 ' 

-il
t

fi 
g:

il
H

 . H
.iF

eF
ili

F
r,

 
=

lP
t

E
a 

/h

n 
iit

a
a 

ul
o

F
l 

ol
{

H
 tt

r
z 

S
ls

'
tr

.lB oi
O

E
i5

O
 ic

+
F

t o

lh
i

18
.l

ira
.l

tfi
ii

'iu
l

F
3t rf
i

€r O
-t sJ
,

A
tn 8{ 1:
:r

F
p

$ |! $d
,

0! ld ;* B
(f ilq oQ

,

H
.6

.

F o E
d,

! ul
l

dl g* $E F
S

d It 
nr

O
-!

.+
 r

l
irm q H

s'
ri 

(l

ns ei
'

fi

tr
 I

t
H

L'
rr

q 
.tl

at
n e

rH d.
F

l#
e

'p
, c$ o(
D

J

F
9

ts
5'

ts
tt

fi€
q

S
r

33 !x fi,
5t IE g-
ls g

gt
.

* 3s
r

00 E
T o8

"
E

d €t

6F kr
o

p& ts
_ fiH G

+ o* cr
o *B gB

ffm
S

E
.9

 s
i

H
5 

gA

IE
' F

F

i' 
H

t

$o
'lH

,

F
:lE

3.

[5
 $

*

F
i,r

g

$g
F

F

;il
ts

P
5B

- 
tr

9.

fla
f;'

$
bp

E
.fi

tn
.it

s 
It

B
I

rE
C

t

*q
"

t'.
8'

F E
q

fit i $t d :lm O
rl F
d

o ,l tt 
"t

gH F
*

g$ :q
| gH

F
g,

 f
i

*o
 

E
d,

*E
"6

F
f;'

 fi 
$,

F
-' F
d, 8< F
fl'

nf
;.

F E
d.

'd
.ln

6 R
*

F
H

 g
F

" 
ef

iF
$l

*H
e 

fi 
F

p
E

 *
'r

S
E

 H
u

6E
(d

it

{ ,4
. q 5 ./l

0t e8
.

sl
m

:ff
l3

lff
iff

lll
 [,r

fi 
s*

;: 
'E

r,
i"s

*s
 |1

li4
iil

:

Ill
f,t

 n
lH

fu
ril

ff'
;$

$

ll*
iff

g#
tff

ffi
H

tfl rF ffi l$ lB l$

"l;
 

a)

F
llr

iis
t;f

r3
:3

F
iii

:ii

lli
iig

lil
llf

il$
lil

f,

lir
tii

lti
gi

lg
lll

.F
3

6H C
g 

'a
i

cr
 ,

l! .P .u
l

.H .$
)

.c
+

' lt' rB
ilf

lg
tlf

i
#[

gs
sF

nF

r+ tt H 0Q U
I tr at tt (lt rr (0 80 4 lD tr .!

r'd
 O

 iA
lu

)
F

t 
r.

.lo
 i5

o 
h'

i{t
o

fr
 H

 r
*i

3*
o 

F
r.

iO
 I

O

- 
S

iS
iH

rO
 '.

 IS
t 
lF

t
\J

r 
i=

' I
o

-.
l c

llO
 I

X
.. 

51
5l

t.
H

.lc
+

lO
-r

{r
lo

\O
O

 
15

o\
H

 h
d

\Il
 4

l o
 lg

r 
l'.

r.
 .

lt*
t

.+
€

hJ
 <

 r
.,;

lc
+

sr
 

H
Ii'

sq
 o

 d
lo

o 
F

ts
-

H
 I

q)
J(

) 
IF

J
\o

 I
t 

lO
O

 F
.t 

lo
rQ

lp
f

st O
B o

J 
E

d 
e.

rlr
:

\O
 H

. 
S

, 
l!'

5 
d 

5l
o

I\)
 F

-I
 P

.
o 

Ir
 lt

st
ol

E
op

 
4b

p.
F

 t.
lE

l.
+

 P
 H

iS
t

l-r
r 

C
A

 lc
+

o 
E

oi
P

.
F

 F
I 

F
IO

r 
S

ls
r

bt
u

,d
 c

+
 {

1r
..

$r
 

$r
 I

st
A

 C
r)

 c
+

IIg
O

 O
 O

IH
o 

itl
o

@
 }

J.
 c

+
t<

+
oo

o 
ol

t
rO

<
+

{.
oc

{O r 
H

td o p I

ql
fii

 H
rr

*r
$i

$;
#

fi,
ffr

i i
lr

o o E \J st F
' o F
d o a

('l
.r

gl
. G

t*
'-

F
d,

 X a
rl{ ,a le

a
.\/ | 

..
I ) fc

n
!.p re

H
t

rl o E i{ lD an tr or o v H I^ C
+

g.
J

o'
5

gq hg
,

n# v/
,

ftt
r

'C
r

rf .i ;o
r-

tf rn sE
.

ftt
,

H
J

ti 
.fl

8'
o. fr :io lrJ :!.
 c

i'
F

f

lF
i

lt, lir l4 lc E
i

lT
l

E
'

nt F
}

(D ,.1

o F
r

t 1A I a (! p o o t1 t, u o H 9) o F
r o Q (t o F
l o F
t ,.t o !.f
r 6 o U
,

F
T o tr ,a F
} o o io Q

f(
, o F

l o F
t ,.t g o tir ;E
t o U
,

F
T o tr ,a F
} o o ir ttt (D o

8n
F

# 
r?

:;
3'

tts
"q

\3
(D

A
t 

.)
s 

F
l

.tr
 H

E
: 

H
g.

' f
r'p

P
 

C
L.

.
.+ r 

E
5

z 
*.

*
h 

6'
s

l.t

?d
 

oF
r

s 
;,:

b 
iD

I
oa

 r
ot

s
a-

|' 
F

{ 
tr

.
O

 
a 

cf

# 
rs

r+
 

*.
+

 O
.

H
 3

g
; 

oo
r

gs
B

s 
ts

F
'

$*
?

?(
D

o
()

.lf g'
 E

g
I.J

 
F

? 
.?

g

o oe o '0e K a-
f

tr o s !r (b

-l'
l

:fl ol o! p h o 3 o p 5 o cf o F
F F t+ rt t+ hr
{ * o d D ?t

t * E
r o E
'

..1 u (.
+ cr o r"
l ll

51 'rl (D
l

(! F
t

(D ta o o +
+ o F
d

14
{

o F
l

tD a c n F
l

(D o o )J cr F o F I @ N \o F
l{ o E o o c+ o tr p { (D e) ,F
F

.o rl!
,

I

,-
 $

 F
 g

'i.
$

*F
'; 

IE
 fi

.. 
O

 0
 

r+
 t

vt
 1

3

E
F

3 
iX

 t
5g

 *
t3

$
:H

.g
 F

fi 
*

* 
e 
Ii 

r 
t

: E
 ! 

f;t
=

1.
 .

3 
I H

 $
E

,*
:

rll
F

;fi

r[
[$

iI
F

rt
;5

r
F

33
$F

-F
fii

e$
 F

E

\:!
" -t (f
,t () (/
)

F
tr 'c (D it I.a { o (,
tr

l '$ ,.| t:r
.

J-
t' a ;t (l| (0 tl, \,J r1 rt '0
t tn ;J uq A
J L1

'
i,u ('i

'

ttt ;t .a l't
l if,
"

.J t .F $. .t 3t i) JJ i! o .1
"

I.a { o ,tr
l

'$ ,.| t:t J-
t' a ;t (l| (0 tl, \,J r1 rt 0t tn ;J uq

I,.
1

n{
 

t''
l

l{ 
-.

..
i'\ r$ {( 0t

r
t-

b
D {(

,
l',

 r 3j 1 D
3 ul :L

D !

3r -i' 'jY

lJ l.r
.l

F
t'l w t, Ft fit A X bJ VV a'
t

ID s t1 o pt i3 |l}
r

E F
i o r'.
l r{
'

({ a

Id o J v J 5 in H lg IF ls lf, lb
'

IE IF
, IF IH lp
r

lg
t l$ IF Y

fo
. I

nE $c H
H .8

o h'
{ ee

'

F H
S

sg
,

gq gu
.

@ nr
f

lr 
ir

nB
.

9,
 "

r
*5

r
itr

.r
.r

o f;;
,

cr
'r

F
*

F
rr

pE

B
E

E
H

"*
E

.F
.

E
$'

F
g

9,
 -

r

F
9'

o

F
F

$.
H

f;r

r,
rl[

;s

ffi
[[[

;

t+ o r oa o {'+ v



E
,E

 ir
 i'

* 
r 

i f
fil

flg
ig

llt
tg

i

lii
lii

iff
i i

itl
ili

iii
 il

i

tr
 s

ig
r

ol
o

a 
€l

rj
O

 1
..1

.+
r 

l--
tl(

D
ct

'lF
.a

g
\o

 H
 lE

:'l
\'l

 
Io

{ 
ol

x
t 

H
'lH

.
5l

o
G

N
H

O
\F

un
ol

o
. 

if 
lt-

t

F
 o

l$
cg

 F
lo

O
 l

.t <
lo

nr
ol

H
\o

 F
J 
lo

' 
@

lo
tr

.lf
<

+ <
la

"1
9

*l
*

c)
lo

itl
o

l.l
.lc

+

sl
s

B
l$

:a o J Y s ps !r
r

F 0q e{ s) g o @

F
d o a \,.
l

ra J s a a H t a

,H
iE

.F
qi

[[r
$i ir!
irg

H
II 
[; 

il;
l,l

l1
t:i

 F
is

E
-;

F
tl 
rr

;ll
$l

i l+
ii 

l*
qF

i
ili

 F
 5

' ie
 ,i;

: 
il:

 $
+

 
i

E
i[ 

F
 il

 s 
p,

rr
r.

 i 
o.

 ;;
 

fg
F

fs
 ;

F
lru

g 

l::
ii 
ll 
ii 

gi
ffi

l E
n 
q 

F
l#

i I

u 
""

C
f 
,F

t
,H

 ir
q)

!H
F

J 
iH

o 
1<

+
o:

o
F

:H
. 

llJ t 
i-r

.

riH a 
!g

t
O

 :F
J

o r.
.l 

F
d

pl
o

c+
- 
d

o 
lrJ

P
io t< pi
l

c/
:H

H
;O

F
J.

rO

g-
if

! 
ol

F
d

! 
H

:5
? 

'lp
ln

 
qt

 H
.

r 
bl

it
E

 'e
,if

F
 >

lu
N

 
d 

!)
.r

.
r 

s+
id

y,
H

oi
o

F
r,

a r{
o

.J
H

\o -l 
\r

.l

.@
'

rll & In

N d

iig
ii 

i i
 i 

il 
I i

 ii
 i 
lii

iii
 li

ii 
ll 

iif
fH

ill
rii

i I

E g ra B g rt a t o t O

N €

t'€
'$

5
lu

'*
*,

3r
 $

l;

gt J

g :t ! e I, ,d I s: f 'ld ?E -a
t o d .J .1
1

o t
a f. o l3 =

.6 !l 
r'

!a t tl s:
i o o

:r 8e fd : a E o- ?- :c E
3

o- o\
:

3 o F
r €, 3 o> t o<

g n o E o I € t 6 l. o c : a I lr o o o o (i

N
N

N
N

N
N

I
o{

 
cD

 
gl

 
5 

gl
N

:E
 1

s-
S

F
i.J

 i*
rt

F
g.

$
'9

 *
 =

'-i
_,

, 
-I

 ; 
*F

t.s
g 

i=
.lE

 g:
i+

i-'
f 

sl
=

e

E
il 

iir
l4

 =
?*

;-
r

E
.e

i:g
 i'

=
i :F

#"
,'H

E
riH

 l;
 l1

g 
;:I

$*
l +

,ig
il 

$*
g

t
i-g

$'
 #

. 
l-8

- 
'%

;l.
H

nt
:*

iS
+

e.
5 

i$
 ig

,*
gg

 q
[ 
o'

 .f
f

;:4
li€

- 
fl 

3'
- 

"lJ
'

iu
,€

ie
 ;

--
.:'

;*
;g

ii:
iia

 
i

..r
.3

.S
".

f
ilE

,ir
:&

g# :a
t

.:7 o
- 

q-
t

t 
*-

{
+

,5 ?:
d -r l;a
=

: "
lJ

i 
;-

I
-f

r
g'

{
E

3
a.

*
rii *:E g€ tt

o- i: a

3r
t

3i
u

gt
'

n 
$\

ri
5 

0 
.'L

t

:f 
i

?!
'%

si
:E

.-
.'f qi
l.H 'd sg E
,S

1*
:1

a o



Page 3

The propheey of Isaiah 40:3-5:

"Listen! Someone is calling out in the wilderness: rClear

ffio[6fr
Y-V5- tauthe wav of Jqhovahr lou people! Hake rhe=.l*gry*,t"rfga

throuqh the EeserE ola in- ctra i rrh I r.a$ a!desert plain gtr?lghE. Let evf irflnilafr"a
l3:,.:y-:::ry^i::it?1i- ?ng hill De T.ade 1;: il;-Ifr"-[n;;;.-..vYVJ

:f:yy T::._*":f_1"::1_lllg L ang. th" russeg siouna a variey
tl?il;.,A:g^!r"_gl:'v rehovih. will _""iiiiniv'LJ-'"veared,
?13^:1] jl:"h m.ust, ::" . ir toserhGr , ror 

- iii; ;er|-moutrr orJehovah has spoken it. r*

l{atthew 3:1-3 r Mark I: l-4, Lukethe Baptist t s preparatory workBaptist calling Jesus Jehovah?
.322-6; and John l:23 apply thisbefore the ministry of ;esirs. fs

you men must not fear, nor must you
armies - he is the one whom you

-

to John
John the

Isaiah 8:13-15:

',lehovah of arrnies . . . And he nust becone as a sacredpISGlT-ut as a stone. to. strike .iif""t and as a rock overwhich to stumbl.e ro both houaes if rerael, ; ; ;;# ini'"" 
"snare to the inhabitants of ilerutalen. ani *"nq 

"rof,q 
- tfr"*wilt be certain to srumble and ta falt ana ;;--;r;il;; iii"'tobe snared and caught. I

I Peter 2:8: nand ta stone of- sturnbling and a rock_nass of offense.rrhese are. stumbling because they are oiEoueaient-i"-il; ii"ii-rii-irii"very end rhey were also appolnted.n (conpare algo-Luil-zijiidl rf ir€susis,il.ehovah, woutd that nol-be a stone oi'"tornUifnS-i;i thi-j.rr"f
Isaiah 8 : 12b rL3 z

"The object of their fear
tremble at it. Jehovah of
should treat e{@ .

I Peter
ne i ther
hearts .

3 : 14b,15 : 'f However, the ob j ect ofo:":ll" agitated. But sancrlfv rhe
their fear do
Christ as Lord

not you fear,
in your

Joel 2t32 and Romans l0:9-15:

'rAnd ""if$^ry?o cgll? on {ghovah's name wil! come of f safe;
r or oi-T6ffi-sTo; end-TnT"ffir,ff*itt*nffic#, -a;-
Jehovah has sa id, and among the sUrvivors wnom .f ehovilr 

- 
calls . rl( Byington )

uBecagsl 
- 
if .nv your mouth you acknowledge ilesus to be Lord ,and in your heart you believe ffiiG 6'd-riJ*ffi'deadr you will be saved. For it, il with a n""rt believing isdone r&'d-ins-To:FiEh-Go;";;;", -.ni ir is wirh a mourhacknowledgement is made 1eadiirg 6 salvati.on. For the text
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saya rAnyone who believes in hirn will not be Put to shane'i
for there is no distinction between Jew anil Greek, for the
sane one is lgrd of all' rich tovtard all who call on hini forrdlerfr:ne wh6-E6'aff E-alI on the name of the t6E-(nthE-Earne of
Jehovah! - NWT ) shall be saved.In

compare Acts 2:2Lr33r36r38. For the latentity of the 'him" in verse 1I
see Ronans 9:33i I Peter 2:6. Who is being referred Lo in Ronans
10 : 13-15?

E@-l'tg,
"But when he again brings his Ftrst-born lnto .the inhabited
earthr he says: tAnd let all Go{rs angels worshiP !!g.to

This' ls quoteil from Psaln 97 z7 and DQuteronorny 32:43 (in the Septuagint
and also in the Dead Sea scroll of Deuteronomy ) .and the "hinn referred
to is ilehovah God. Yet llebrews applias it to Jesus Christ. Does this
identlfy ilesus .as God. rtorthy of worahip as the Father is vtorlhy of
worship? Do€s this identify ilesus with Jehovah? Also' does the fact that
all of .the angels are connindeal to worship hirn make Jesus not an angel ,
but superlor to then? ( compare Hebrees l:4)
The Fa!,her is Greater

Can the scriptures that speak of the subordinating of the Son to the
Father (like-John 14:28; I corinthians 11:3i I Corinthians l5:27,28,
etc.) be explained by JeEusr voluntarl enPtying of hirnself to take tlrc
f orm'of a hinble Elaie -- as E'EEEI.Til FETilFFfa;A FTF:

rrHave in you, each of you, this same nind as in Christ Jesus r
who, when he was in the form of God' did not regard equality
with God as a prize , but e$pt i.eQ h ims,el,F , taking slavsr f orm,
coming into th; likeness o nffia'@ ffirnA Effit
were ; man in gu himgelf to become qFegjent
down to deathr the deathffiroffir which verfl[l;6; col
raiqe.4 him Fupremelv triqE and g,qantsg !g !!9'name above every
njrmer-t6'tf ffi sesuilffi fn"eE ffiaE Fin
6ffien and what is on earth and FfifiE-ffi-aerground s.hqurg
bend and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lordr
E6-Tne srorv iE. cod the rat.1sg. n (Byinefo;f 

-Compare Isaiah 45222,23.

Jesus is , LJ9RP t

"For this reason I make it known to you that nobody speaking
in the Spirit of God says I Jesus is accurs€d r I and nobody can
say 'Jesus is Lord| except in Holy Spirit." I Corinthians 12:3
( By ington )

f*
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Why does acknowleitging Jesus to be lJord reguire the operation of GodrsSpirit? 
_ 
Do the inplications of the statenent rilesus ia Lord,r stagger the

hunan mind to require the help of the Holy Spirit?
John 20:28

" In ansvrer Thomas sa id to h im: tSL Lgrd and

Was it, proper for Thomas
Christians today to make

Romans 8:9

to make this statement?
the same statement?

mX God!"

Is it proper for

Godrs Spirit does
Christ I s Spirit,

What do the parallel expressions "Godrs Spiritu and nChristrs Spirit"
indicate as to the relationshlp of th€ Father and the Son?
Compare Acts 16:6,7:

nAnd they rrent through Phrygian-Galatian country, being
forbidden by the ltoly Spirit to Epeak the word in the province
of Asia, ana Efre-$-t-fysla and tried to take a courie into
B.ithynia but the Spirit of itesus lrould not allow them; and
they nent pasffiyEiffiaf Troas.n (Byington)

John 5:17,18

"But he answered thern: rl{v Father has kept working until now,
and I keep working.' On EFis account, indeed, the Jews began
aeeking all the nore to kill hin, because not.only was he-
breaking the Sabbath but he was Blso ca11in9 God his own
Father, making lrirgself equal g.g 9o4. "

Is the aPostle John saying that Jesus claimed eguality with God? In
verses 22 and 23 of the same chapter rTesus says:

'r For the Father judges no one at all , but he has conmitted all
lhe judgilg t,o the Son, in order that glf Inay, hoqos the Son
ius!- ge they 4onor tl,e Father. HG thatEes noEEnoElEn6Ton
does not honor the Father who sent him. "

The New English Bib1e on these same 2 verses reads:

I'But you are not in flesh but in spirit, if
reside in your but if anybody does not have
,that man is not his." (Byington)

"And again, the Father does not
full jurisdiction to the Soni it Judge anyone, but has given

is his will that all should
pay the same honor to the Son as gq_gbg_qather. To@r6-t6Fs6-Ts-8ffi ,e ny TE-tilnE Father who sent him."

Can a created being receive the same honor as the Creator?
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@
rFor there has been a chl1d born to us, there has been a son
given to us; and the prlncely rule vrill cone to be upon hi8
ihouliter. And his name nill be crlled Wonderful Counselor,
Miglrty Godr Eternal Father' Prihce of Peace."

In the next chapter (Isaiah !A220,2L) it says:

nAnd it will certalnly occur in lhat day that those retnaining
over of Israel and those $ho havc escaped of the house of
ilacob will never again support themsel.ves upon the one
striking thenr and they will certainly support thenselves upon
Jehovahr the ltoly one of Israef in trueneEs. A mere rernnant
frilT-Eiurn 7 the- rennant of ilacob' to the Hiqhtv God.'

l{ho is this Mighty Goal?

Luke 10:22

"A11 things have been delivered !o me by my Fatherr and who
the son it no one knone but the lathert-and who the FathFis,
i.6--oiE-xfr-owE*oFtEffinFniffieE-frEorn the son is wilting to

. treveal hin. n

Can the Son only be conprehendeal by the Father? Why?

John 16:13-15

'However, shen that one arrives, lhe splrit of the truth. . .
That one witrI glorify ner becauEr he will receive from nhat is
nine and will declare it to you. A1I the things that the
Father has are nine. That is-why ffi wtrat
Tsrru-4ffi-6a-ffiI-ares it to you.ft [cornpare ilohn ].7:10.1

what does .lesue ,neln that tall thlngE that the Father has are niner?
what does this show about thelr relatlonship?

ilohn 14r1{

"If you ask me anything in ny nane I will do it.o (Byington)
"If ever any$'ing you should ask me in the name of ma tnis I

shall 60 . " i ringaom Interl inEr ) .nlf you ask anthing in my name, I will do it." (New World
Translation )

Why does the New World Translation leqve out the word umeuz

Is it proper to petition or ask Christ concerning things we desire?



Page 7

Conparlnq Scripture wlth Scripture

Is John L2z40 rAL a reference to Isaiah 5:3-5r10?

Is Ephesians 4:?-10 a guotation and rGference to Psaln 68:15-18?
who is referred to in Psalm 68 and in Ephesians?

Is there parallelisn in these titles tnd functionE?:

itereniah ll:20;. 17:10; 20t12. Compare Revelatlon 2s23.

2 ThessaLonians I:9. Compare 
-Isaiah 2121 (Septuaglnt)

Ps.23:1; Isa.40:1-lL. Conpare iln 10r1-14; lleb. 13:20; I Pe.2:25; 5:4.

Isaiah 40:3,91I0,11 . Cotrrpare John t;2i; Revelatlon 3:11; 222!2r20.

' Isaiah 45222,23. Compare Rom. 14:9-L2i 2 Cor.5110i rhilippians 2:I0.
. Isai.ah 43:3. Conrpare Acts 3:14.

Revelation 4:9-11. Conpare Revelation 5:6-14.

@
1l Is there any clear, direct, stateneit in the Bible that says itehovah

created Jesus?

2l l{hy are the Nen lestanent nriters lo free in applying paaasages about
itehovah in the Old tseEtanent to Chrlst? Can wd do go today?

3l Is there any cl.ear, direct statenent in the Bibte that pointedly says
Je8us is not Jehovah? If the teaching that Jesus is not Jehovah is
true, would w-fr5EGxpect such a statenent or sone sort of
explanation for the N.T. writers application of the divine name to
Jesus .

4l Is there any clear, direct statenent in the Blble that pointedly says
Jesus is not God? (If you are ustng the New World Translation for
your feply -- be sure to cornpare it with versions llke Bylngtbn,
Nen International version, New Anerican Standard. etc.)

5l Are there places .in the Bibl.e wherr Christ le call,edl itehovah?

6l Are there places in the Bible wherq Chri8t is called cod?



IS THE HOLY SPIR.IT A PURSON OR A FORCE?

The scriptures teLl us the Holy Splrlt:

I, Hae WllL: (t CortnthLans 12:11) "wLLls"
"Forbtds" and "FermlEg" - Acts L6:6, 7

"Appoints" Leaders - Acts 20t28

II. I{as I'tlnd: (Ronans 8227 ) "minds"
"Krrows" - I Corlnthlans 2: 11
"Thlnks" - Acts 15:20

III. IIas FeelLngs: (Isatah 63:10) "feel hurt"
"Outraged" - Hebrews 10:29
"Saddened" -'Epheslans 4:30
"Love" Romans 15 :30 (cf. Romans 12 : 1 )

Iv. Itas Abtltty To llear: (John 16:13) "hears"

V. IIas Speech: (1 Tinothy 4:1) "says expLlcitly"
'Splrlt of Jehovah spoke" 2 Samuel 23:2
"Thus says the lloly splrlt" - Acts 21:11
"The lloly Splrtt aptly spoke" - Acts 28225
"What the Splrlt say; to the cor€regatl.ons "

- Revelation 227 , 11, L7, 29i 3:6, 13, 22

VI. IIas Self-Consciouenesgr (calls Illnself "I")
"The Splrlt sald...Ir.." - Acts 10:19, 2A
"The Eoly Spirlt said.. .I... " - Acts l3:2

VII. Personally Dlrects The Preachlng Work:
"I have caLLed them.n - Acts 13:2
"Sent out by the Holf Spirlt." - Acts 13:4
"The Sptrtt told ne Eo go..." - Acts 11:12
"The Sptrlt said...ApProach..." - Acts 8:29

"''l;: ffir";;':l: il:: :'#l'ii,li'
WII. Treated As A Person: (pr "mlgtreated")

"Lled to" - Acts 5:3
"Tempted" - Acts 5:9
"Blasphemed" - t'tatthew 12 : 31
"Spoken agalnst" - ltltthew L2t32



IX. Functions As A Person: (could a force be ...)
"Another lleJ-per" John 14: 16

[Jesus Chrlst, our personal Helpr, (l John 2:l) proml.sed to
send Another (aLlon e "of the eame klnd" ) personal, Ilelper to
take hts place on earth whlle he went to the Father. l

One Who "Pleads" for us Romans 8226, 27
[Our llelper on earth (the Sptrtt) pleads for us - exacrly as
Our Helper ln heaven (the Chrtst) pleads for us (Ronans 8:34)
cf. Ilebrews 7225.1

"Godts Sptrlt.Llvtng ln us" - Romans 8:9, 11
[fne Sptrlt who 'r llves in us" (Janes 425 cf . Ephesl.ans 3:17)
makes us "the Tenpl-e of the ttoJ.y $plrit" (t Corlnthl,ans 5:19)
and also "the Tenple of God" (t Corlnthians 3:16, 17).1

"The ltoly Spirit [whp] will teach you"
Luke L2;L2, 1 Corlnthians 2:13, 1 John 2227

"That Person* [who] renlnds you" John L4226
"That Person* exposlng the world" John 16:8
"That Person* testif ylng about t'le I Christ I r

and you I twe]-ve persons J also testlf y"
John 15:26, 27 also Acts 5t32' X. Naned "Jehovah" 3 (Z Cortnthlans 3: f7 )

*ekeinos = " that he" or "that urale person"

Early Christlan w'riters taught the ltoly Sptrit ls a Person. There
ls a statenent or two by Justln liartyr and lll.ppolytus that ntght
seem to lndlcate otherwlse, but q thorough reading of thelr
wrltlngs reveals they viewed the lloJ.y Splrtt as a Person. The
teachlng that the Holy Sptrlt ls not a Person ls of conparattve i''-

recent origln, Even Arl.us of the fourth century A.D. , who was one
of the flrst to deny the Deity of Chrlst, did not deny the
personaLlty of the ltoly Sptrit. rThe noblest of the Son I s
creatLons I was hls viewpolnt of t:he Splrit.

It ls true that Ln the pagqn Greek language the word "spLrLt" Ls
neuter ln gender. However, God saw flt to use thls unlversal
Language of the day to cornmunLcat e IIls thoughts . W.E . Vlne ln his
An E4oggltorl Dtc,ttonery of New Sggggggnt Wgrds expresses sone
thoughts on thls and also on the reason why the Greek words for
"Iloly Sptrlt" sometimes lack the deflntte article ("the"):

"sometLmes the absence (of the dEftnite article) ls to be
accounted for by the fact that Pr|!?*i (lfke T.heo,s) ls
substantlall,y a proper name. . . The personaltty of the Splrtt
{,s enphaslzed at the expense of qtrLct grannatical procedure ln
John L4t26; I5t26; 16:8113114, wlpre the enphatlc pronoun
eketnos, "IIe," ls used of llln ln the nascullne, whereas the noun

@-rsneuter1nGreek,wh11eEhecorresPond1ngwordln
Aranalc, the language ln whlch our Lord probably spoke, is
fenlnine (rucha, cf. IIeb. r_uac!)" (pages 1076, 1077).



IS GOD A TRINITY?.

The word trTrinity" does not appear ln the B$bJ.e. Neither do words
suctr asl "Biblern "Chronology,n tr Dis fellowshipping, n "Neutralityr"
"Organization,u or "Theocracy.'r All of these terrng have grown up to
designate concepts taught (or thought to be taught) within the pageg
of "The Bible. "
Does the 'rBible" associate the FatheE, Son, and Spirit ln such a
way as to indicate they form a "Erinity"? Early Christians who
were taught directly by ilesus Christ were . . .

chogen: by God, the Father
through sanctification of the Spirit
for obed ience to Jesus Christ

- I Peter 1:2

' baptized: :futl; tf,3".:: 
the Father

and of the Holy Spirit
- Uatthew 28:19

filled: with.the Spirit .

singing praises to God
in the nane of our Lord ilesus Christ

- Ephesians 5:18-20

Stabilized: in Christ
Anolnted: by Godsealedr oi ttte lnltll"tn.nians l: zL, 22

Given: varieties of gifts, but the sane Spirit
varieties of ninistries, but the sane Lord
varieties of functionsr but the same God

- I Corinthians 12:4-6

PraYlns: ll':il:t.:*l:'
to the Father

- Ephesians 2:18

Evid€ntly, the early Christians trho oere taught directl.y by ilesug
Christ spoke often of these three ln.conneetion with each other --
even though they dttt not use the tertn trTrinity."

-trPraying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love
of cod, awaltlng the nercy of our Lord ,tresus Christ." - Jude 20

rfhrough our Lord Jesus Christ and through the love of the
Spirit exert yourselves with ne in prayers to cod." - Ronans 15!30

"tsh€ grace of the Lord ilesus ChriEt and the love of God
and the fellowshlp of the lloly Spirit be with you all! Ament'r
- 2 Corinthians 13:14



The doctrine of the Trinity docs not teach that there are 3
Gods in one God. Neither does lt teach that Jesus is the
!E'€h-er ' nor that the HoIy spirlt is the son 2 DoE that the
Holy Spirit is the Father, etc, The doctrine of the Trinity
teaches there are 3 distinct Pcrsons in one God. Admittedly
this cannot be f ullyT6impreF-ended . But it is poss ible . ( Luie
LBz27l Humans cannot comprehend spiritual things fully
especially some matters about God.

The Fatherr the Sonr drd the HOly Spirit are sbparate
Persons . Matthew 28 z].9 tells u0 tney share a common "name . ,'
one name they share is the namc "Jehovah . n The F at,her is
called Jehovah, the Son is called Jehovah, the Holy Spirit
is called Jehovah. But Jehovah is One. The 3 are one God.
( Cornpare Deuteronomy 6 r 4 wi th Geneffi 2 z 24 where EFe same
Hebrew word is used for "one. " )

The Son is subject to the FathEr in accomplishing the
redemption of mankind and in Hls serving as mediator between
the Father and mankind. rt is possible for 2 persons to
still be equal. even though one wilJ.ingly subjects hinself at
times to the other (Compare Phllippians 2zL-4 with
Philippians 2: 5-11, Byington ) .

A correct understanding of the doctrine of the Trinity
explains how all 3 the Father, the Sonr dnd the Holy
Spirit can each have Divine nanes, titles and attributes
applied to them yet there still be only one God. Again, this
is hard for humans to fullJ understand -- yet our worship of
God should not be basetl-on human reasoningl but on/ the
divine reveLation FE the Biblei
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