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Sample Tool-Use Safety Contract
(adapted with permission, “Sample Permission Form”, Leah Martaindale, Coastal Bend BEST, all copyright reserved.  
Please contact original author if you wish to use this information in a context outside of BEST)
Note to Students and Parents
In April of 1971 the Congress of the United States made the Federal Occupational Safety and Health 
Act (OSHA) an official part of the national labor law.  The purpose of this law is  “….to assure to far 
as possible every working man and woman in the nation safe and healthful working conditions and to
preserve our human resources.”  This law affects all employees who are working in the building 
trades where one or more workers are employed.  Although students are not typically employees of 
the school, it should be noted that this law affects them as if they were.  Therefore, as a student using 
school equipment (either purchased by the school or on loan to the school), it is just as important to 
develop safe work attitudes and habits as outlined by this law as it is to develop building and 
construction skills.

Students will be the completely responsible for the construction of a robot.  This building process will
require the use of tools that are not normally found in the classroom environment.  ALL tools have 
inherent dangers and can cause injury to the user as well as persons in the immediate area.  The 
following are the tools that will be used in the construction process.

(Parent must initial each of the tools that their child is allowed to undergo safety training for and is 
allowed to use after passing safety training and is allowed to be around while other students use the 
tool).

___ Manual Screwdrivers

___ Hammers

___ Hand Saws

___ Hand Scissors

___ Manual Tap and Die 
(for adding threads to holes)

___ PVC cutters

___ Shop Clamps

___ Pliers and wire cutters

___ Soldering Iron

___ Hand Held Power Drill

___ Powered Drill Press

___ Powered Jig Saw

___ Powered Scroll Saw

___ Powered Sander

___ Powered Compound Miter Saw

Parent must initial next to each of the tools AND sign the next page
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I RECOGNIZE THAT:
 Safety is ultimately the responsibility of the person using the tool.
 Safety regulations have been provided to me and I will be given a written test to assess my 

understanding of the guidelines before I am allowed to use the tools.
 All students must pass the safety test before using the tools.  It is possible for accidents to occur 

even when everyone involved is following safety guidelines.  The likely hood of accident and 
injury increases if I do not follow all the safety guidelines.

 Because there will usually be more students using tools than adults supervising them, I must act 
responsibly to ensure my own safety AND the safety of others in the work area.

I AGREE TO:
 Never work in the shop without adult supervision.
 Read and practice all the safety regulations that have been distributed to me in this course or have

been posted in the work areas.
 Act in a responsible manner at all times in the building and construction shop.
 Follow all instructions given by the instructors and mentors.
 Immediately report any unsafe condition or activity to my instructor or mentor.
 Know where all safety equipment is located and what should be done in an emergency.
 Wear eye protection at all times when working with tools or working anywhere near someone 

who is using tools.  I will also wear gloves and apron when instructed.
 Tie back long hair, remove dangling jewelry, secure loosed clothing, and wear shoes with closed 

toes in the shop. 
 Clean all work areas and put equipment away before being dismissed.

I, __________________________________, recognize that the robotics work area is a safe place in 
which to work and learn, if I conduct myself in a responsible manner. I have read through, and I agree
with, all of the statements on this two-page form with my parent or guardian.  I agree to assume 
responsibility for my own safety and work diligently to make the work area a safe place for others. I 
have read and understand my instructor’s safety regulations.  I agree to abide by the safety 
regulations and any additional instructions, written or verbal, provided by the district and/or 
instructor.

Student signature_________________________________________date______________

Parent/Guardian Permission
I have read through all the statements on this two-page form with my child.  I believe that my child 
understands his/her responsibility with regard to safety in the work area.  I believe that my child is 
able to act responsibly in the work area.  I authorize my child to undergo safety training only for the 
tools that I’ve indicated by my initials on the previous page.  After my child passes a written safety 
assessment for the specified tools, I authorize my child to use the tools and be in the immediate area 
while other students are using the tools specified below. 

Parent/Guardian signature_______________________________________date_______________
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