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Sample SOP: Cleaning Produce Transport Vehicles 
 
Revision: 2.0 
Date: 08/4/2014 
 
1 – Purpose 
Describes the process for cleaning vans that carry fresh produce. 
 
2 – Scope 
Applies to cleaning vans only. It does not cover any other farm produce delivery vehicles. 
 
3 – Responsibilities  
The farm owner is responsible for determining the frequency of vehicle cleaning during the produce delivery season and 
making sure the vehicles are clean before each loading. The farm owner may assign the task to others, but the farm 
owner is responsible for making sure workers are trained to properly clean the van. Workers assigned to clean vehicles 
are responsible for following cleaning SOPs and documenting the cleaning was done. Workers should notify their 
supervisor or farm owner if they have any questions or notice safety issues they do not know how to address. 
 
4 – Materials  


• Broom 
• Water source with hose or pressure washer 
• Air compressor and hose 
• Detergent [name] 
• Bucket for mixing detergent 
• Tools for cleaning (brushes, cloths, etc.) 


 
5 – Procedure 


1. Select area for cleaning vehicles, making sure run-off will not contaminate fields, packing area, or environment. 
Cleaning should be done in designated areas only, such as: 


 
a. Designated area on the farm 


 
b. Commercial wash bay 


 
2. Open doors of van. Remove any personal property and items that should not get wet. Sweep out any debris. 


 
3. Blow out cab with air hose. 


 
4. Clean floors and behind the seat with a broom or brush to remove any debris before using water. 


 
5. Prepare bucket of detergent by mixing [enter amount of detergent here] and [enter amount of water here] 


water. 
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6. Wipe down interior surfaces with a clean cloth and a detergent-water mixture that you have mixed in a bucket. 


 
7. Turn on water. Use hose and water to spray the inside of van. Make sure to spray ceiling and walls as well as 


floor. Give special attention to cracks, crevices, and areas near door openings and pockets. All cleaning steps 
should follow a top-down or “top first, bottom last” approach. 
 


8. Scrub inside of van with clean cloths and/or scrub brushes using the detergent you mixed in previous step. Make 
sure to scrub ceiling and walls. Pay special attention to cracks and crevices near door openings. 
 


9. Use hose and water to rinse the inside of van. Make sure to spray the ceiling, walls and floor. Give special 
attention to cracks and crevices and areas near door openings. 


 
10.  Allow the vehicle to air dry. 


 
11. Shut the doors and/or take other steps, as necessary, to keep your clean vehicle clean. 


 
12. When dirty, wash the outside of the van using the same method of rinse, scrub, rinse using water and detergent 


as you did on the inside. This is to avoid transferring dirt from the outside of the vehicle to the inside products 
during delivery. 
 


13. Document and initial vehicle washing on [enter record keeping system here, e.g., log sheet]. 
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