Masters’ Dissertation Research: Participant Information Sheet

You are being invited to take part in a research study as part of a student project.  Before you decide it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve.  Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish.  Please ask if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.  Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.

Thank you for reading this.

Who will conduct the research?

Insert the name of the researcher(s) and the School address.
Title of the Research
Insert title of the research.  If the title is not self-explanatory to a lay person a simplified title should be included.

What is the aim of the research?
Provide an explanation of what you, the researcher, is hoping to achieve by the research
Why have I been chosen?

Provide a statement explaining how the participant was chosen and how many other participants will be involved.

What would I be asked to do if I took part?

Provide an explanation of what is going to be done by you, the researcher and a clear explanation of what the participant is expected to do during the research.  Also include an explanation of the risks, pain or discomfort, if any, that the participant may experience.
What happens to the data collected?
Provide a clear explanation as to how the data will be used.

How is confidentiality maintained?

Provide a statement on how you will maintain confidentiality.

What happens if I do not want to take part or if I change my mind?

It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part.  If you do decide to take part you will be given this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent form. If you decide to take part you are still free to withdraw at any time without giving a reason and without detriment to yourself 

Will I be paid for participating in the research?

Provide a clear statement of payment arrangements for compensation for the participants time and inconvenience and any out-of-pocket expenses, if applicable.

What is the duration of the research?

Provide details on the duration of the study (e.g. 3x ½ hour interviews; 1 questionnaire etc)

Where will the research be conducted?

Provide details of the location.

Will the outcomes of the research be published?

Provide details of anticipated outcomes in respect of publication of findings.

Criminal Records Check (if applicable)
Provide a statement declaring that the researcher who may have access to children or vulnerable adults has undergone a satisfactory criminal records check.

Contact for further information
Insert details here
