
CLOSING SPEECH

By
Hon. Mr. S. Amos WAKO

E.G.H., EBS., MP.
Attorney General of the Republic of Kenya

Your Lordship Judges of the Court of Appeal, 
Your Lordship Judges of the High Court of Kenya, 
Our distinguished guests from Japan,
Honourable Magistrates and Deputy Registrars,
Members of the Law Society of Kenya,
Members of the legal fraternity, 
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I feel very honoured today to be part of this historic seminar and to be present on the last and most
important day.  A seminar whose objective was to find ways of promoting and sustaining an effective system
of administering Juvenile Justice in Kenya. 

I am aware that the specific objectives were to:-

(1) Explore ways and map out strategies that will promote co-operation and co-ordination of the Juvenile
Justice Agencies. 

(2) Sensitize and emphasize the importance of such co-ordination. 

(3) Identify the weaknesses and come up with ways that will strengthen the Juvenile Justice System. 

(4) Sensitize the public on international conventions that provide for the children’s rights. 

I am certain these objectives have been achieved as I can see that you have had presentations from
as far away as Japan and as near as Uganda.  These presentations have included wide-ranging topics such
as:

(1) Juvenile Justice System in Japan. 

(2) The Role of Public Prosecutors in Juvenile Justice in Japan.

(3) Policing Juvenile Justice in Japan.

(4) The Role of the Family Court in the Administration of Juvenile Justice in Japan. 

(5) The Role of the Family Court Investigators in Japan. 

(6) Institutional Treatment of Juvenile Delinquents in Japan. 

(7) International Instruments in the Field of Juvenile Justice. 

(8) Unicef Approach in the Administration of Juvenile Justice. 

(9) Juvenile Justice Reform – Uganda Experience. 
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Our distinguished visitors have also heard what happens in Kenya from the Kenyan participants.  The
participants have been drawn from:

: The Judiciary
: The Attorney General’s Office
: The Police 
: The Prisons
: The Children’s Department
: The Probation and After Care Services
: The C.I.D. and
: The NGOs

A proper administration of the justice system is the cornerstone of a properly functioning criminal
justice system and also an integral part of any successful country.  Juvenile Offenders have to be carefully
handled to ensure that they do not become social misfits and a burden to society as a whole.  As a society
we must endeavor to ensure for the juvenile a meaningful life in the community, which, during that period
in life when she or he is most susceptible to deviant behaviour, will foster a process of personal development
and education that is free from crime and delinquency.  Here in Kenya, this seminar could not have come
at a more opportune time.  It comes at a time when we are poised to reform the administration of Juvenile
Justice.  It is therefore essential that we learn and benefit from the experiences of countries such as Japan
and even closer home, Uganda. 

I therefore wish to thank UNAFEI and JICA for the initiative taken to bring the Kenyan Juvenile
Justice agencies together.  I wish also to put my utmost appreciation to the Japanese government for the
assistance given which made the holding of this seminar possible.  The Japanese government has over the
years shown by word and deed that it is a great friend to Kenya. 

As we come to the close of this seminar I would personally wish to urge and encourage the Kenyan
Juvenile Justice Agencies to build on what has been laid down at this seminar and come together to map
out strategies that will enhance the performance of the tasks entrusted to them to make the passage of the
child through the Juvenile Justice System less painless and traumatic than it is now. 

While it is true that the Juvenile Justice Systems in Kenya is still in its infancy yet the government
is committed to improving this.  This commitment has been demonstrated by the fact that we have a very
comprehensive children bill 2001 which is currently being debated by the national assembly and which
should be enacted before the end of this year. 

This bill has addressed most of the concerns that have been voiced at this seminar.  It has recognized
the rights of the children, which are enforceable in a court of law.  The children bill which is consistent with
internationally and regionally provisions relating to the welfare of children.  It recognizes the principle that
in all actions concerning children whether by judicial, administrative, public or private institutions the first
and paramount consideration must be the welfare of the child. 

The judiciary has already set up the family court.  It is set to address the issues relating to children
in a child friendly atmosphere.

While the theme of the conference was the co-ordination of the juvenile justice agencies in the
interests of the children, you have discussed and made resolutions on a wide-ranging topic.  You have
discussed such topics as community based treatment of children, non criminalising of children, children in
conflict with the law and children in need of care and protection.  Yet this is but the beginning.  The hard
work of implementing these resolutions lies ahead. 
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I wish to assure you that the government and my office supports you and will do everything possible
to ensure that resolutions reached at this seminar are implemented in the interests of all our children whose
rights we must protect.  The success of the Juvenile Justice System lies in the co-ordination and co-operation
of all the various departments of government and the civil society acting together in concert.  This seminar
has brought all of us together and this must be maintained if we are to fully implement your resolutions for
the benefit of the juvenile.  

Distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen I wish once again to take this opportunity to thank
the sponsors who made this seminar possible, our distinguished guests and experts from Japan for their
invaluable input, the judicial training committee and other officers seconded to the committee from the
relevant bodies for their concerted efforts in making the seminar a resounding success. 

To all of you the participants I wish to also thank you for taking time out of your very busy schedules
to be present here today for the last four days.  Your participation and recommendations will no doubt go
a long way in streamlining the effective administration of juvenile justice. 

With those remarks, I declare this historic seminar officially closed. 

Thank you. 
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CLOSING SPEECH

By
Mr. Ole KWALLAH

Director of the Children’s Department, Kenya

The Hon. Attorney General of The  Republic of Kenya Hon. Amos Wako, 
Your Lordship Chairman Judicial Committee Hon. Justice P.K. Tunoi,
Your Lordship Judges of Appeal,
Your Lordship High Court Judges,
The Commissioner of Prisons Department,
Director Probation and aftercare Senior Officers from the Police, Prisons, Attorney General’s Chambers,
Children’s Department, Probation Department, N.G.O’s representatives.

It gives me great honour to speak on behalf of the participants of this seminar to express our heartfelt
gratitude to the people of goodwill who have made this seminar possible.

I am very pleased to note that unlike many meetings and seminars that are held in Kenya, this is a
very important seminar that has successfully achieved all the objectives set out at the onset.

This seminar has been a great eye opener to all of us in the administration of juvenile justice, marks
an important step forward in the effective co-ordination of juvenile justice agencies as the theme reads.

I would like to assure our others from UNAFEI, JICA  the Japanese Government that we shall do all
within our means to systematically implement the recommendations of this workshop, and to maintain the
spirit of close collaboration between all the Justice agencies in achieving  the set out goals.

May I take this gracious opportunity to express our sincere gratitude to; 

- His Lordship the Chief Justice of Kenya, for agreeing to host this Seminar.
- His Lordship the Chairman Judicial Training Committee for taking time out of his busy schedule

to prepare for this seminar, and for specifically taking time from his annual leave to make sure
that this program succeeds.

- May I extend special thanks to the Director United Nations Asia and Far East Institute of Crime
Prevention and Treatment of offenders UNAFEI Mr. Mikinao Kitada, for the close collaboration
that he has maintained with the government departments in technical training of personnel from
the Justice system.

We feel greatly honoured.

I wish to specially thank the government of Japan through His Excellency Morihisa Aoki, outgoing
Ambassador to Kenya for his very kind understanding of this country and agreeing to co-officiate the
opening ceremony of this workshop.

Last year he found time as well from his busy schedule to officiate a workshop held by the Children’s
Department in conjunction with JICA and UNAFEI short-term experts.

I extend our sincere gratitude to the Permanent Secretary Office of the Vice President and MOHA
for her support and encouragement.  The Commissioner of Prisons for realizing his very senior officers to
participate in this seminar.

The Commissioner of Police, Director Probation and Aftercare, and CID for authorizing the
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participation of very highly placed officers throughout this seminar.

Special thanks go to the Hon. Attorney General Amos Wako for allowing the Director Public
Prosecution and his assistant to attend in person to give resource to this meeting.  May I give very special
thanks to the Hon. Attorney General for accepting to officially close this very important meeting.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the list is not endless but allow me to extend our sincere gratitude to You
Lordship Judges of the High Court of Kenya for your participation in ensuring this seminar is successful.

I wish to extend special thanks to the sub committee of the Judicial Training committee which was
chaired by Mrs. Wachira, and representation from my department, police, A.G.’s , prisons department, c.o.s.
national coordination for JICA.

On  behalf of distinguished participants in this seminar, I would like to extend our very sincere
gratitude to JICA Kenya office for financial support which has made this meeting possible, and all the
governments departments who have contributed funds to enable their officers to participate.

Our sincere gratitude go to the UNAFEI professors who have contributed to work closely with our
government and my department.

This has been truly an exemplary integrated approach to tackling the issues of juvenile justice in
Kenya.  It is through the great contribution of each and everyone of you that this meeting has been a success.

May I as well thank all the participants who have been here for the past four days for their active
participation in deliberating on issues of effective co-ordination of juvenile justice.

The resource persons who agreed to give presentations and facilitate in this seminar have done a great
job and each and every one of you who sacrificed a lot including your sleep have made a remarkable
contribution to this country I believe you will live to rejoice the success of your effort in future.  

I wish to extend sincere thanks to the devoted team which has rendered very high quality services at
the Secretariat to make this seminar possible.  And finally the Hotel Management and the cooks who have
made some of the participants gain a few kilograms from their delicious meals. 

With those few remarks Thank you Very Much and God Bless you. 
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