o > N

GRC 119
Assignment 9

Short story, Shot types, and Storyboarding

Write a creative short story

Intro to visual “shot types” used in visual storytelling
Describe, in words, the visual shots for your storyboard
Create storyboard using template

Finalize and submit storyboard, short story, and shot types



Assignment Overview:

This week we will be learning more about storyboards. We are going to create our own
storyboard based on short story that you must write. You storyboard will be made up of at least
12 different images or shots. A storyboard is a visual interpretation or telling of a story, very
much like a comic book. If you think about comic books we see visuals of the story as it
progresses. Different shots help to tell the story and help the story move forward/progress so that
it makes sense to the viewer. We must first need to come up with a short story before we can
create the storyboard. Once you are ready to create the storyboard do so digitally on the
computer or the old school traditional way by drawing it out. Storyboards are a critical
component of visual storytelling. Movies, TV, commercials, animations, video games, all require
storyboarding before any real production is started. For more information see,

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Storyboard and http://images.google.com/images?g=storyboard .




Step 1 — Write a creative short story

Before we can create a storyboard we must first have a story

Write a short creative story

Remember our story is short so there should not be too many details, characters, events or
actions but it does need to be creative and interesting.

We will be creating twelve storyboard slides later, try to write a short story which can be
told visually in about twelve slides or visuals

Open Word and type out your own story

Your story should be one paragraph and contain around 7-9 sentences

Come up with a title, type in Bold at the top of the paragraph

Save this file you will be required to turn in

Read the story to someone, see if they are interested to see more

v Some possible story ideas, pick only one:
1. Come up with an original short fictional story
2. Tell a short story about a news event that you were a part of or experienced
first hand
Tell a short story about a person or character of interest
Take a favorite story and summarize it

Think of the next Hollywood blockbuster movie and summarize the plot
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Come up with a music video concept, with an underlying story

(*remember you only need to pick one of the above story ideas)



e Read the following two examples of original fictional short stories. These examples will

give you an idea of the kind of story you need to create.

Vegas Blues

Joe is a cheating slot machine player who wins big on a trip to Vegas. Unknowing to
Joe he is secretly followed back to his home in New York by the FBI. One of the
officers investigating Joe blackmails him for half of his winnings. Both men get
busted and end up in jail. All of the money goes missing and mysteriously ends up
delivered to an orphanage where it is believed to be the anonymous gift they had been

praying for.

Monkey See Monkey Do

It is the second half of the final soccer game of the season for the Bears. They are tied
with the Ducks 4-4. The Goalie gets injured and the only option is for them to send in
their mascot a monkey named Pete. Pete blocks several shots with his super tail. In
the final seconds Pete takes the ball all the way to the other side of the field and
miraculously scores the winning goal in the last second with his super tail doing the

famous bicycle flip. The Bears win the championship and Pete is given the MV/P.

e The biggest mistake students make on this assignment is to describe too many details,
characters, events or actions.

e Your story not only needs to be very brief but it also needs to be creative and interesting.

e Try to write a short story which can be told visually in about twelve slides or visuals.

e Make sure you type out your short story and save the file

e Your story should be one paragraph and contain around 7-9 sentences and also have a
title

e Once you have completed your story you must email a copy to your Instructor for

approval.



Step 2 — Intro to visual “shot types” used in visual storytelling
e Next, before we continue we must go over the types of shots typically used in visual
storytelling
e The are several popular shot types which are typically used in Visual Storytelling (Movie
and TV Production, Storyboarding, Cartooning, Video games, Photography, etc)

Establishing Shot (Exterior, shows scene location)

Long Shot (talent in their environment aka master shot)

Medium Long Shot (talent shown head to toe in the environment)
Medium Shot (talent shown the waist up)

Close Up (talent shown head and shoulders)
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Extreme Close Up (very detailed, reveals something of interest or can make

emotional)

e View the following videos for examples of shot types
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuGvRu5N9v4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3VS2iNhz180

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t48GDxiwTdqg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GjFUGAV2dqM




Step 3 — Describe, in words, the visual shots for your storyboard

Add several blank lines below the paragraph and then type Storyboard Concept

Next, list out approx 12 bulleted items

Each bulleted item represents a visual in the storyboard we will be creating

Type out the shot type, you can abbreviate if you want. For example for Establishing shot

you could use ES.

Also add a very short description of what the shot or visual will contain

Do this for all the shots for your storyboard.

Remember your story needs to be able to be told visually in about at least twelve slides or

visuals.

For example:

(ES) Vegas Strip, shows skyline with various casinos

(MS) Joe is cheating while playing the slot machines

(MLS) Joe wins Jackpot, gets a big Check

(LS) Joe is being followed by an undercover agent

(MS) Joe reads a blackmail note

(ECU) Details of note

(MS) Joe drops of money bag at secret location

(MLS) Joe and the con man are both arrested

(LS) Money bag is found by a bum and left in the donation box
(ECU) Money bag is found in the donation box

(LS) Orphanage is saved, kids are happy, it’s also Xmas

(LS) Joe and Con man are stuck in jail with other losers both are crying
-the end

Save the word/doc file listing at least twelve visuals that contain the shot type and its

description. Once you have completed this step, you will need to send a copy to the

Instructor by email.



Step 4 — Create your storyboard using template

Next, we will need to download the storyboard template available on the class website

http://sites.csn.edu/cg/avalentiner/119/ap/storyboard template.pdf

or

http://sites.csn.edu/cg/avalentiner/119/ap/storyboard template2.pdf

We can use one of these templates to create our storyboard slides

Remember you will need a minimum of twelve slides

Open the storyboard template with the desired program you want to use to draw the
visuals or print out the template if you wish to draw your slides

If you wish to create your own custom storyboard template each box should represent a
4:3 aspect ratio TV or 16:9 Film

Before you get started go to google and look up storyboarding or check out

http://www.exposure.co.uk/eejit/storybd/

Begin visually drawing (on the storyboard template) each of the shots you previously
identified

Remember, you can use a pencil to draw out each of your shots.

The storyboard does not have to be colorized at this time

Or you may want to draw each slide digitally using the computer, you can choose the
method

You can view two examples of actual storyboards on the next page



http://hometown.aol.com/greghigh6/storyboard design.html
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Step 5 - Finalize and submit storyboard, short story, and shot types

The last step is to finalize the storyboard
You should have the title for your storyboard at the top above the visuals
Each of the boxes in the storyboard must be the same size and be clearly defined with a
black stroke or black edge, see above example
Each box has to be 4:3 or 16:9 aspect ratio
Storyboard must look professional, if you did drawings in pencil you may need to go over
in black pen
Please number your shots if they are not obvious, shots should go left to right from the
top to the bottom
Optional, add arrows in shots to depict the camera movement or character movement
Optional, add text below each shot describing shot or voice over text which will
accompany each shot
Scan storyboard and save into a web friendly file like .png or jpg or .pdf
Send an email to the Instructor once you have completed the next step
Upload the 3 required documents to your course website
On your course management page add links to the 3 required documents

v' short story

v’ shot types

v’ storyboard



