Sample Opening Statements
Prosecution 

[Insert Introductory Paragraph]

Your honor, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, today the people are charging Jes Markson with violations of the California penal code 187 and 188. We are charging Jes Markson with willful, deliberate, First-Degree Murder of Taylor Rodriguez. Today, the people will prove beyond a reasonable doubt, that Jes Markson killed Taylor Rodriguez with malice and planning by calling to the stand four witnesses. 

First, Detective Elliot Green, an unbiased government official who examined the defendant’s house, will testify that [enter what Dt. Green will testify here]. 

Then, we will call Tobie Keeton, Taylor Rodriguez’s close friend, to the stand. Mr./Mrs. Keeton will testify to [enter what Tobie will testify to here]. 

Third, we will call Francis Stone, who examined Taylor Rodriguez’s body will testify to [enter what Francis Stone will testify to here]. 

Finally, the people will call Alex Palmer, the defendant’s own gardener, who will testify to [enter what Alex will testify to here].

{Today, the people will prove, beyond a reasonable doubt, that Jes Markson is guilty.} 

Defense 

[Insert Introductory Paragraph] 

You honor, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, the prosecution would have you believe that Jes Markson is guilty for a crime as heinous as murder. But today, we shall prove otherwise. 

First, we will call Stevie Ricco to the stand, Jes Markson’s close friend and coworker. Ricco will show that [enter what Ricco will show here].

Then, we will call Dr. Pat Choi, a qualified psychologist and scientist, who will testify to [enter what Choi will testify to here]. 

Third, Brook DeMartini, Taylor Rodriguez’s ex-girlfriend/boyfriend, will testify to [enter what Brook will testify to]. 

Finally, Jes Markson will take the stand, and testify to [enter Jes’s testimony here]. 

{Today, we will prove that my client is not guilty.}
**The attorney responsible to opening arguments is to: 

· Write an introductory paragraph. This should be a vivid argument of your position in this case (meaning, is Jes Markson guilty or not guilty). Use metaphors and figurative language, but keep it short. 
· Briefly explain what each witness will testify about and the significance of this testimony. How will it help your case? 

· Where the last sentence in the {} brackets is, write a closing paragraph that restates your point. It should be similar to the opening paragraph. End strong. 

Sample Closing Statement 

Prosecution 

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, today we have proved to you that Jes Markson is undeniable guilty of first degree murder. We have proved this by showing you that Jes Markson had the motive, the means and the opportunity to commit this heinous crime. Today, you were told by: [Insert evidence that supports your ideas.] 

[Write powerful closing paragraph here.] 

Defense 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the jury, you are looking at an innocent person. Jes Markson has committed no crime other than loving Taylor Rodriguez. Today, you are faced by a preposterous amount of circumstantial evidence and theories instead of fact. 

You were told today: [Insert evidence here]

[Write powerful closing paragraph here.]  

