Narrative Speech

Assignment:  To deliver extemporaneously a 3-5 minute personal narrative speech in which you tell your audience about one or more important aspects of your identity.

Instructions:  For this assignment you are asked to tell your audience something about yourself.  This could be a story/narrative about something that happened to you that illustrates an aspect of who you are.  It could be a delineation of two or three important characteristics with examples supporting them.  You are talking about yourself. Your research involves asking yourself key questions and narrowing your topic appropriately.

Examples:

· My mom has been influential in my life.

· My car resembles my personal traits.

· My friend’s death taught me to appreciate my life.

· My stubbornness can put me in difficult situations.

· A cycling accident changed my perspective on life.

· Moving to Mexico added value to my life.

· Working in customer service fuels my determination.

· I’ve learned about myself through my family’s genealogy.

Preparation Suggestions:  Your first task is to select the topic – what aspect of yourself do you want to highlight for your audience?  This requires you to have a purpose for speaking and offer some reflection about the topic. After you have selected your topic, your next task is to construct a thesis statement to guide you in developing the narrative.  To develop a statement of purpose, ask yourself these questions:

1. What is the main point I want to make to my audience?  What do I want them to learn about me by the end of the speech?  What am I willing to share about myself?  How can I present my topic so that it accomplishes that purpose?  

2. Why have I chosen this topic?

If I am going to use a good deed that I did to demonstrate my caring nature, I probably won’t want to come right out and say, “I’m a caring individual,” because that may sound awkward.  I might organize my narrative chronologically around the deed and let my final sentence suggest the importance of this experience for me.  Then the audience is left to draw their own conclusions.

Objectives:  The primary goal of this speech is to have you deliver a speech in a safe and friendly environment and help you get to know each other.  This speech should NOT be read from note cards.  You should make eye contact with your audience and walk around.  Also, start the speech with an attention getter.  This will help keep your audience involved.  In order to help your audience understand your speech, put your information in a structured format and practice, practice, practice!

** Topics must be approved by Friday Sept. 20th       

** Speeches beginning Monday Sept. 30th 
