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Independent Reading & Book Reports

Rationale

1. Why independent reading?

Reading is an essential component to your learning.  Among other things, you gather information by reading non-fiction materials; you have new experiences and visit new places through the characters you meet in the stories you read; you learn new vocabulary words by reading, and you learn to be a better writer by reading.  At this point of your development, you are capable of reading at a much higher level of language than you can produce in your own writing.  Reading often and widely is extremely important to your overall education.  Although your teachers can and do encourage you to read, essentially, YOU are the person who needs to pick up that book and make the effort to spend time with new words and new worlds. 

2. Independent Reading as part of the Humanities Course

The Independent reading component of your Humanities class is a year-long assignment. It will be assessed once per quarter, so you will receive a grade for Independent Reading each quarter. You will be responsible for the following:

· maintaining a book log with reading responses

· reading a minimum of 10 books by early June.
· reading a minimum of 1 book a month

· reading books from at least four different genres

· preparing 3 book reports throughout the year
· completing the book report log

All of these components make up your reading log.  You are responsible to maintain a neat and complete log throughout the year.  Your teacher will periodically (and randomly) check your reading log, for which you will be assigned a grade.  Your teacher may also choose to have a one-on-one meeting with you to discuss your reading. 

While you MUST read one book per month, you are highly encouraged to set your goal at two (2) books per month. (Or more, for those of you who are avid readers.)  One year a student read over 70 books during the academic year!  (How many books per month is that?)
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What Kind of Reader Am I?
For the following statements, rate yourself using the following scale: 


5 = very true about me


4 = often true about me


3 = sometimes true about me


2 = rarely true about me


1 = not true about me at all

1. I love to read, and am an avid reader! I read at least one book a week.  



1
2
3
4
5

2. I think reading is ok, but not on the top of my list of fun-things-to-do.



1
2
3
4
5

3. I find reading painful, and avoid it at all possible costs.



1
2
3
4
5

4. I read more than one book at a time. 



1
2
3
4
5

5. I need a quiet place to read, in order to concentrate well.



1
2
3
4
5

6. Background noise such as music, the television, or people talking does not disturb me when I read. 



1
2
3
4
5

7. At home, I talk to my parents about what I read.



1
2
3
4
5

8. At home, my parents talk to me about what they read.



1
2
3
4
5

9. I recommend books to my friends to read.



1
2
3
4
5

10. My friends recommend books to me to read.



1
2
3
4
5

11. I am a fast reader, and can finish a book in a few days or even overnight.



1
2
3
4
5

12. I am a slow reader, and it takes me quite some time to read several pages.



1
2
3
4
5

Think about the kinds of books you like to read, and what you have read over the last several months.  Answer the questions below. 

1. Do you prefer to read fiction or non-fiction? Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is your favorite genre of fiction book? Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is your least favorite genre of fiction book?  Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. When you read non-fiction, what kinds of materials do you choose most often? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How many books did you read last year for independent reading?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Choose one book that you read recently that you enjoyed a lot.  Describe why you enjoyed that particular book so much.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My Reading Goals

1. What do you consider your strengths as a reader?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What do you consider your weaknesses as a reader?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is one thing you would like to improve about your reading this year?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Outline a brief plan to achieve this improvement goal.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Reading Response Prompts

In your reading log you will respond to some of the following prompts for each book you read.  Rarely does a person sit down and read a book straight through.  After at least 3 reading sessions, you will choose one of the prompts below and make some notes on what you have read.  Your answers do not need to be in complete sentences.  
By writing about some aspect of what you read, each time you read part of a story (or non-fiction writing), you allow yourself a moment to reflect on what you have read.  The few moments spent jotting down notes helps you to better remember what you read.  As well, these notes will help to serve you when you think about preparing a book report.
Prompts for fiction writing
1. List the major characters in the story with a very brief description of who they are.

2. Give your impression of one of the main characters.  What kind of person do you think the character is?  Give examples from the story to support what you say. 

3. Describe the behaviour of one of the major characters.

4. Describe at least two of the places/settings in the story.  (Think about geographical features, urban vs rural, building structures, etc).

5. Predict how the story might continue.  

6. Write down 4-6 words from the book that you feel are particularly powerful.  Explain/define each word.

7. Copy out what you believe to be an excellent piece of writing from the section of the story you have read today.  This may be a whole paragraph or just one sentence.  Write about why you chose this section of the book.
8. What do you think is the climax in the story?  Explain whether you think the climax is the most important event of the story or not.

9. Are you satisfied with the way the book/story ends.  Explain why or why not.

Prompts for non-fiction writing
1. What is the author’s main message to readers of this book?

2. What is the most surprising thing you have learned reading this section?

3. Describe/tell about a part of the book you find difficult to believe.

4. Make brief notes or a diagram on one interesting thing you have learned so far.

5. Write down 4-6 words from the book that you feel are essential to understanding the author’s message. Define/explain the significance of these words.
6. Copy out a quote from the book that you find compelling and that you would like to share with others.  Why do you want to share this?

Book Log & Reading Responses
This is my _________________________ reading log
(month)

	Book Title


	

	Author


	

	Genre


	

	Publication Date


	

	Writing Prompt from  first 3rd of the book

Prompt #_____
Date:

___________
	______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

	Writing Prompt from second 3rd of the book
Prompt #_____
Date:

___________


	______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

	Writing Prompt from third 3rd of the book
Prompt #_____
Date:

___________


	______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________


	Summary: After completing this book, write a brief summary that includes the following:  
Fiction: description of genre, setting, main characters, and key plot events from beginning, middle and end.
Non-Fiction: description of subject, author’s purpose for writing, and several note-worthy examples/stories.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

[image: image1.wmf]___________________________________________
___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________



Book Report Requirements

Each book report assignment is considered a major writing assignment.  Therefore, you should prepare your book report with as much seriousness and attention to detail as you would any other major assignment.  All assignments, regardless of the format you choose, should be written in approximately 400 – 1000 words.  In most cases, your book report will be typewritten, unless the creative format you choose truly lends itself to a more artistic presentation.

You will be required to produce a total of 3 book reports this year. 

Remember the Writing Process and the 6 Traits to help you prepare an excellent assignment.  Also, your book report will be a published product.  Some assignments lend themselves to essay-format presentation, but others could be presented in a more interesting and original form.  Allow yourself to be creative and to think about the most effective way to present your report.  
Part 1: Title Page

Construct an original eye catching, attractive and meaningful title page for your report.   Do not simply reproduce the cover of the book as your title page.  The title page must contain:

· Your name

· Book title

· Author’s name
· Publishing company and date of publication

· Book genre (science fiction, thriller, mystery, fantasy, biography, etc.)
Part 2: Mind Map

You will create a one page (A4) Mind Map of the book you read.  The Mind Map will demonstrate that you have indeed read the book, and will serve as a visual summary of the story.  You may use a combination of illustrations, symbols, words and phrases to prepare your Mind Map.  The Mind Map will have the following information on it: 

a) major characters

b) setting or settings

c) main conflict (eg: man vs man, man vs nature, man vs society, man vs himself)

d) two-three major plot events (may include climax)
e) emotional and physical resolution to conflict

Part 3: Writing Task

Choose one of the following activities for your book report.  You must choose a different activity for each book report.
No matter which assignment you choose for your report, you must remember that the reader (me, also marking your work!) must understand the following about the book:


-Setting


-Main characters

-Plot: what is the conflict? climax? resolution?
1. Formal Interview
Interview a character from your book. You will create both roles: the journalist and the character being interviewed.  Remember, you must structure your writing like an interview, and must remember to introduce both the interviewer (you, or the character you pretend to be) and the interviewee (the character from the story).  Write at least ten thoughtful questions that will give the character the opportunity to discuss his/her thoughts and feelings about his/her role in the story or events in the story.  Answer the questions, staying as close to possible to the character.  Remember, this means you must get inside the head of the character.  The answers must feel like they come from the character, not from you.

2. Diary/Journal Entries

Write a diary that one of the story’s main characters might have kept before, during, or after the book’s events. Remember that the character’s thoughts and feelings are very important in a diary.  Again, you must connect with the character, and try to imitate his/her voice.  This should not sound like your diary, but the character’s.  You must have at least four (4) separate entries. 

3. Letter to a movie producer

Imagine that you are the author of the book you have just read. Suddenly the book becomes a best seller. Write a letter to a movie producer trying to get that person interested in making your book into a movie. Explain why the story, characters, conflicts, and setting would make a good film. Suggest a filming location and the actors to play the various roles. 

(YOU MAY ONLY USE BOOKS THAT HAVE NOT ALREADY BEEN MADE INTO MOVIES. 

4. Small Newspaper
Write several feature articles that tell the story of the book as it might be found in a newspaper in the town where the story takes place.  Articles should be written from a variety of perspectives (eg, interview different characters, focus on different events in the story). Remember how newspaper/journalistic writing differs from essay writing.  Each article needs a) a headline, b) to answer, who, where, why, what, when, how.
5. Character Description

Write a FULL (physical, emotional, relational) description of three (3) of the characters in the book.  Remember to structure your work logically.

6. Compare and Contrast Essay

Compare and contrast two characters or events in the story.

7. Structured Free Writing

Free write your thoughts and emotional reaction to the events or people in the book.

8. Illustration

Sketch a favourite part of the book—don’t copy an already existing illustration.  Write a detailed explanation as to why you chose to create the illustration you did, and why you feel the scene is so important to the book. 

9. Conflict Analysis

Stories are made up of conflicts and solutions. Choose three conflicts that take place in the story and tell what the solutions are. Choose one conflict that you wish had been handled differently, and explain how you think it should have been solved and why. 

10. New Character

Add a new character and explain what you would have him/her do in the story.  Describe the physical and emotional characteristics of this character.  Identify three situations in which you would have the new character appear, and explain how this character would influence the story.
11. Spend a Day with one character
Pretend that you can spend a day with one of the characters. Choose a character, and explain the following: Why do you want to spend a day with this character? What kinds of activities would you do?  Why did you choose these activities?  Remember, you must reveal events of the story, setting, and important characters through your plan for the day.

12. Poetry

Re-write the story as a poem.  Include a (minimum) 400 word explanation of your poem.
13. A Song

Re-write the story, or an important event in the story, as a song.  You will perform the song and give both an oral and written explanation as to why you chose the event you did, and how the music helps the audience to understand the event you chose to write the song about. You will include a (minimum) 400 word explanation of your poem.
REMEMBER: with all these choices, you MUST identify 

· Setting

· Main characters

· Plot (conflict, climax and resolution)
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Book Report Tracking Sheet

Book Report #1

	Book Title


	

	Date Submitted


	

	Writing Task Chosen
	

	Final Mark


	

	To do better, next time I will….


	


Book Report #2

	Book Title


	

	Date Submitted


	

	Writing Task Chosen
	

	Final Mark


	

	To do better, next time I will….


	


Book Report #3

	Book Title


	

	Date Submitted


	

	Writing Task Chosen
	

	Final Mark


	

	To do better, next time I will….
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Quick Log Book List
	
	Book Title
	Genre
	Date Completed

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	

	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	

	21
	
	
	

	22
	
	
	


Possible Genres : adventure, animal, autobiography, biography, comic/graphic novel, fables, fantasy, folk tales/legends, historical fiction, history, horror, humour, magazines, mystery/crime, play/drama, poetry, realistic fiction, science fiction, short stories, sports fiction, sports non-fiction, suspense.
	
	Book Title
	Genre
	Date Completed

	23
	
	
	

	24
	
	
	

	25
	
	
	

	26
	
	
	

	27
	
	
	

	28
	
	
	

	29
	
	
	

	30
	
	
	

	31
	
	
	

	32
	
	
	

	33
	
	
	

	34
	
	
	

	35
	
	
	

	36
	
	
	

	37
	
	
	

	38
	
	
	

	39
	
	
	

	40
	
	
	

	41
	
	
	

	42
	
	
	

	43
	
	
	

	44
	
	
	

	45
	
	
	














