
September 12, 2016 

 

The Honorable Harry Smith, Jr. 

United States District Court, Eastern District of Louisiana 

United States Courthouse 

500 Poydras Street 

New Orleans, LA 70130 

 

Dear Judge Smith: 

I am a third year student at Loyola University Chicago School of Law and am very interested in 

clerking in your chambers following my graduation in May 2016.  I am drawn to the state of 

Louisiana both for its rich and diverse history and the hospitality I have experienced there in the 

past.  

My strong interest in this position is driven in large measure by my externships in the Northern 

District of Illinois with Judge Kendall and Judge St. Eve. During my externships, I enhanced my 

analytical skills, honed my legal research and writing skills, and learned how to write a judicial 

opinion in a clear and compelling way. My strengths in legal research and writing have also lead 

to my position as research assistant for the Director of the Legal Writing program, as well as my 

editorial positions on the Loyola University Chicago Law Journal and the Annals of Health Law. 

Furthermore, my capable writing and advocacy abilities have enabled me to work as an academic 

teaching assistant for two-first year courses during my second year, and I am currently working 

as an academic teaching assistant for students obtaining their Master of Jurisprudence in Health 

Law. 

I am also motivated to clerk for your chambers because of my passion for public service. This 

clerkship will not only also me to work in the field of law, but it will also provide me with a 

unique learning experience that will ultimately enhance my skills as an advocate. 

I have enclosed my resume, law school grade sheet, writing sample, and letters of 

recommendation from Dean Michael Kaufman, Professor Nadia Sawicki, and Professor Alice 

Perlin. If you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at  

312-555-1234 or by email at law.student@luc.edu. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Law Student 

 

 

 


