Literary Analysis Research Paper Outline (Practice!) 
A) The Basics:

	Thesis statement:

Shakespeare uses images of blood in Macbeth to show the increasing guilt of the Macbeths.



*Does your thesis pass the ‘So...what are you trying to prove?’ test? 

	Point One: 

Macbeth has hallucinations related to blood

	Point Two:
Language associated with blood is used in conjunction with feelings of guilt 
	Point Three:
Lady Macbeth’s relationship with blood.


*Are your three points different? Are they interesting? Do they prove your thesis? 

B)  The Details:

Point One:

	What is a good sentence to introduce this topic to your reader? 

Macbeth is tormented with blood in hallucination form, proving his guilt of committing murderous deeds. 



	Sub point A (support/evidence from main text) : The Dagger
 “Is this a dagger which I see before me, / the handle toward my hand? Come, let me clutch thee” (Shakespeare 2.2.33-36). ( direct quotation
or 
As Macbeth contemplates the murder he is about to commit, his subconscious produces an image of a dagger that leads him to ponder the consequences of his actions (Shakespeare 2.2. 33-64) ( paraphrase of quotation


*Remember:  “Direct quotations” (Shakespeare 4.3.11-12).  I am paraphrasing/summarizing right now (Orwell 37).

	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:

“Macbeth’s dagger hallucination is a symbolic representation of his guilt. He is already experiencing feelings of regret even before he commits the deed; these feelings are being manifested in his delusional episodes” (Blart 65).  (direct quotation
or

Blart believes that Macbeth’s feelings of remorse cause him to fantasize about a dagger (65).  (paraphrase of quotation, author’s last name in sentence.
or

Macbeth’s feelings of remorse cause him to fantasize about a dagger (Illusions 4).  (when no author is given, use the first word of the title of the article. 


	Sub point B (support/evidence from main text): The Ghost of Banquo



	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:




	Sub point C (support/evidence from main text)




	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:




Point Two:

	What is a good sentence to introduce this topic to your reader? 

The pigs increasingly desire more human possessions to show those outside the farm that they are equal to humans.



	Sub point A (support/evidence from main text)
The pigs obtain whisky from their sale of Boxer (Orwell 116).

“…the word went round that from somewhere or other the pigs had acquired the money to buy themselves another case of whisky” (Orwell 116).



*Remember:  “Direct quotations” (Shakespeare 4.3.11-12).  I paraphrasing/summarizing right now (Orwell 37).

	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:

Moopus declares that “as the pigs’ ambitions to become more humanlike are realized, their need for alcohol increases, as do the negative consequences of their consumption” (qtd. in Narbles 84).  (indirect source- when the author of your source uses an outside quotation to prove his or her point. If you wish to use this point, you must state that it was “quoted in” the source. Put the original author of the quotation in your sentence, and give credit to the source in which it was located in your brackets.
 “As the pigs’ ambitions to become more humanlike are realized, their need for alcohol increases, as do the negative consequences of their consumption” (Narbles par. 7).  ( when an online source does not have page numbers but has numbered paragraphs, make reference to the paragraph. If there are neither paragraph nor page numbers, just use the author’s name or title of the page.




	Sub point B (support/evidence from main text)




	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:




	Sub point C (support/evidence from main text)




	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:




Point Three:

	What is a good sentence to introduce this topic to your reader? 




	Sub point A (support/evidence from main text)




*Remember:  “Direct quotations” (Shakespeare 4.3.11-12).  I am paraphrasing/summarizing right now (Orwell 37).

	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:




	Sub point B (support/evidence from main text)




	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:




	Sub point C (support/evidence from main text)




	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:




You must have one outside source to support each of your main three points, whether it is sub point A, B or C in each paragraph (preferably all three sub points). The more research you can connect to your own ideas, the more powerful your argument!

You can always add sub points- this template is a guideline only.

Points to ponder- Is your weakest point in the middle?

Does each of your sub points prove both the topic of the paragraph as well as your main thesis?

Have you correctly cited your information? 

Use your MLA handouts to help you with your in-text citations!

 Also, check out this site:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
Good luck!
