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Farewell and Welcome speeches at the Gala Dinner of
the 31°' ECTA Annual Conference on 22 June 2012 in Palermo

Farewell speech from Ms Annick Mottet Haugaard, outgoing President of ECTA (July
2010 - June 2012)

Buona sera a tutti quanti

Here we are! We have had two days of hard work. | think it has been two good days. Isn’t
Sicily just wonderful?

First of all, I would like to thank, on behalf of ECTA, the Professional Organising Company
Studio Ega, for making this event possible. Could | see Maria Augusta Fioruzzi and
Geraldine Rocetti! Let’s give them a big applause!

Secondly, | would like to thank OHIM which came to Sicily in full force as well as the
European Commission and WIPO.

Let me also thank our sister’'s organization in particular APAA, AIPPI, AIPLA, ASIPI, BBM,
INTA, ITMA, MARQUES, UNION ... forgive me if | forgot anybody.

We have had two wonderful and fruitful days. | have had two wonderful years as President.

To avoid being too long, | shall spare you the details of our numerous achievements during
these last two years, thanks to a supportive management team, a fully dedicated Secretariat
and committed Committees and Chairs.

| would like to make a special mention of and thank my two mentors: Mirea Curell (my big
sister, Past President, who initiated me in the management of the Association) and Florent
Gevers (my co-Belgian Council member, Founder of this Association, the expertise of whom
was of great support).

All good things come to an end.

And this is very much a happy ending as | pass over the Presidency to my good friend
Domenico.

Domenico, the floor is now all yours!

Annick Mottet Haugaard
Outgoing President
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Welcome speech from Mr Domenico De Simone, incoming new President of ECTA
(July 2012 - June 2014)

All successions are partly a continuation and partly a discontinuation but in our case the
admiration we have for Annick’s way of doing things will lead us to certainly want to take the
continuation route to the greatest possible extent.

Just to make a symbolic reference to the initiatives worked out by Annick in the last year we
may think about the 18 comments, 12 position papers, 13 seminars and 10 workshops she
arranged, including those for designs organised together with WIPO and national
associations, the edition of the ECTA Manual, the reorganization of the office in Brussels, the
7 press releases and reports, the 21 “flashes”, and of course the innumerable emails often
sent on Saturday and Sunday nights.

| have been lucky indeed to work with her.

Our thanks to Annick merge with our thanks to our active and responsive collaborators in the
office: Cathy Van Vuuren, Petra Haenitsch, Ewa Grabiak, to the Committees for internet,
design, harmonization, law, publication, membership, anti-counterfeiting, to the Council
members, to our vice presidents Peter Mueller and Ruta Olmane, to our Secretary General
Max Oker- Blom, and to our treasurer Jarek Kulikowski.

| am lucky indeed to work with them.

And how lucky | am to already know many of you and to now have the chance to get to know
more of you.

Further, how lucky | am to like our differences: they exalt our capacities to overcome them
and allow us to become ONES, not ONE, but ONES, yes.

Together we can be better because none of us alone is as good as all of us.

You know certainly that our motto, the ideological core behind the EU is just “Unity in
diversity” and never like in the current historical phase - which sometimes | find forced
towards hurried levelling - it is trendy to refer to that concept in the literary and media
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sources where often we read “united by differences”, “diversity is a richness”, ...

Thanks now to our accompanying persons, mostly welcome side-supporters and they too
dear sharers of our events, and expert commentators. Their reporting and comments help
increase ECTA’s know-how about the social programmes. Further they reduce at least pro
guota the sense of disproportion between the travelling of so many persons and their so little
touring.

Thanks also to those who took part to the sport activities; which however | find worryingly
reduced both in quantity of resources and of variety of disciplines: | don’t know how you
think, but personally 1 am pretty sure that a good physical condition allows one to WORK
more and better.

The next event we will share is the Olympics in London and | would applaud our British
friends for the fantastic games they have prepared and for everything they are preparing to
help us with in their jurisdiction as regards the protection of sports brands and designs. For
those who are not yet familiar with sports brands, you may imagine that, on the occasion of
the Olympics, these trade marks become subject to huge levels of counterfeiting and
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ambush marketing, so that the host country (the host jurisdiction) is expected to make
available ad hoc increased means of patrolling and response.
Incidentally, at the opening ceremony, 900 children will present a choreographed display
which aims at representing equality in diversity, thus bringing us back to the EU funding

concepts mentioned above.

But, charmed by you, | am gliding from a class 43 collateral service to a class 41 speech,
which is not the case indeed.

So it’s time for me to thank you once again... and let you enjoy a nice evening.

Domenico De Simone
New President
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