1 Aug 2014
MEMORANDUM FOR ALL REVIEWING AUTHORITIES
FROM: John S. Smith, SSG, USA
SUBJECT: Character Statement for SGT Jones
My name is SSG Smith and I am writing on behalf of SGT Jones. I have been in the Army for over 11 years and I am currently the NCOIC of Personal Property at the Installation Transportation Office.
I first met SGT Jones in April 2011 at WLC, on Ft Stewart. I had the opportunity to get to know SGT Jones as a peer and as a friend. I know SGT Jones has dedicated her life to the Army is an integral part of it. She embodies her job as assignments manager and places her job and the Army first in her life, and wouldn’t have it any other way.
I have been informed by SGT Jones about the situation that she is currently in. In regards to this situation, I can tell you that this was a one-time mistake and out of character for her. While TDY with her at Ft Meade, I had the opportunity to witness her instructing other NCOs about the GTC, its purpose, and its proper use. Despite numerous TDYs and dozens of uses, she has never misused her card before this instance. And, in her defense, she had the integrity to immediately acknowledge her mistake and take care of it immediately.
I am aware of the punishment that SGT Jones could be given. However, I do not believe the fullest extent of the law should be exercised when determining her final punishment. What I have personally witnessed of SGT Jones' character does not indicate a person that possesses a threat to the professional image and integrity of our Army. It is my belief that people of her character and work ethic are too rare to risk losing over a one-time, out-of-character incident and I earnestly recommend suspending any punishment. If you have any questions or concerns, or if I can be of further assistance, I can be reached at DSN 123-4567.
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