Sample Letter/Email to request attendance at the May 12™ Senate Briefing on
“Enhancing Conditions for Student Learning and Academic Achievement through
Social, Emotional and Character Development”

Date

Honorable

As a concerned constituent from your state, | am writing to ask that you or an appropriate staff
member attends a briefing entitled “Enhancing Conditions for Student Learning and Academic
Achievement through Social, Emotional and Character Development.” The briefing will take
place at the Dirksen Senate Office Building, Ground Floor, Room 11, on May 12, 2011, from
10:00am — 11:15am.

As states and school districts face increasing budget pressures, it is more important than ever that
policymakers and educators work together to identify obstacles to learning and implement the
best resources and strategies to improve student achievement and accelerate effective school
reform. To achieve student success in both academics and life, schools need to create optimal
conditions for learning where students feel safe, supported, engaged and challenged so they are
able to focus on their academics.

Research shows that Social Emotional Learning (SEL) and Character Education (CE) frameworks
are cornerstones that create these conditions for students and staff. They offer the critical
knowledge base, skills and dispositions that promote essential conditions for effective learning.

We urge you to attend this briefing to gain insights on key elements that enhance student learning
and aid schools as they work to effectively address the challenges associated with improving
academic achievement.

Thank you for considering this request.

If you need more information, have questions, or would like to RSVP, contact Linda McKay at
314-520-4265 or mckaydc@rcn.com. Please RSVP no later than Tuesday, May 10™.

Sincerely,
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