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Comité international des transports
ferroviaires (CIT): www.cit-rail.org

 200 railway undertakings and 
shipping companies

 Association under Swiss law, 
located in Bern

 Tasks:
1. Implementation of COTIF 

and EU law for practical use
2. Standardisation of 

contractual relationships
3. Representation of the 

interests of members to 
authorities and other 
associations

2



3

Railway and gouvernemental organisations

Technical
standards

Transport law
Railway and maritime
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COTIF - OTIF
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COTIF = Convention concerning 
International Carriage by Rail 
• Aim = to establish uniform rules for 

international rail transport
• Entry into force: 1 July 2006
• Many revisions since 19th century!

OTIF = Intergovernmental 
organisation for International 
Carriage by Rail 
• 49 Member States (incl. EU since 2011)
• Recent members = Russia, Armenia, Georgia 
 it is expanding towards East

• Based in Bern (Switzerland)
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COTIF 1999
Vilnius Protocol 1999

COTIF

Appendix
A

CIV

Appendix
B

CIM

Appendix
C

RID

Appendix
D

UR 
CUV

Appendix
E

UR 
CUI

Appendix
F

UR 
APTU

Appendix
G

UR 
ATMF

Uniform Rules
concerning the 

Contract 
for International

Carriage of
Passengers by 

Rail

Uniform 
Rules

concerning 
the

Contract for
International 
Carriage of 
Freight by 

Rail

Regulations 
concerning the 

International 
Carriage of 
Dangerous 

Goods by Rail

Uniform Rules
concerning the

Contracts of
Use of Vehicles 

in
International 

Rail
Traffic

Uniform Rules
concerning the
Contract of Use
Of Infrastructure
In International

Rail Traffic

Uniform Rules
concerning the

Validation of
Technical Standards
and the Adoption of
Uniform Technical

Prescriptions
applicable to

Railway Material 
intended to be used 

in International
Traffic 

Uniform Rules
concerning the

Technical Admission
of Railway Material

used in International
Traffic

Convention concerning
International Carriage by Rail

Protocol on the Privileges and
Immunities of OTIF
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OTIF : a coordination and interfacing role

COTIF

Convention concerning
International Carriage by Rail

Appendix B

CIM
Uniform Rules

concerning
the Contract

of International
Carriage
of Goods
by Rail

Appendix D

CUV
Uniform Rules

concerning
Contracts of Use

of Vehicles
in International

Rail Traffic

Appendix А

CIV
Uniform Rules

concerning
the Contract

of 
International

Carriage
of Passengers

by Rail

Appendix E

CUI
Uniform Rules

concerning
the Contracts

of Use
of Infrastructure
in International

Rail Traffic

Appendix C

RID
Regulation
concerning

the International
Carriage

of Dangerous 
Goods
By Rail

Appendix F

APTU
Uniform Rules

concerning
the Validation
of Technical

Standards and
Adoption of

Uniform Technical
Prescriptions
applicable to

Railway Material

Appendix G

ATMF
Uniform Rules

concerning
the Technical
Admission of

Railway Material
used

in International
Traffic
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Tous les appendices de la COTIF (36)
Alle  Anhänge des COTIF (36)
All COTIF appendices (36)

Sans CUI/APTU/ATMF (3)
Ohne CUI/APTU/ATMF (3)
Without CUI/APTU/ATMF (3)

COTIF 1999 pas encore ratifiée (2)
COTIF 1999 noch nicht ratifiziert (2)
COTIF 1999 not yet ratified (2)

Membres associés (1)
Assoziierte Mitglieder (1)
Associate Members (1)

Sans CIV/RID/CUV/CUI/APTU/ATMF (2)
Ohne CIV/RID/CUV/CUI/APTU/ATMF (2)
Without CIV/RID/CUV/CUI/APTU/ATMF (2)

Suspension de la qualité de membre (2)
Ruhen der Mitgliedschaft (2)
Membership suspended (2)

Sans ATMF (2)
Ohne ATMF (2)
Without ATMF (2)

Champ d’application géographique de la COTIF et ses appendices
Geografischer Anwendungsbereich des COTIF und dessen Anhänge
Geographical scope of COTIF and its appendices

Sans CUV/CUI/APTU/ATMF (1)
Ohne CUV/CUI/APTU/ATMF (1)
Without CUV/CUI/APTU/ATMF (1)

État au 1er mars 2015
Stand 1. Marz 2015
Situation on 1st March 2015



SMGS

CIM

CIM + SMGS

Membership
suspended

Associate
Member

Freight Traffic CIM/SMGS
Situation on 1st March 2015



Legal duality for East – West rail transport
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CIM (Uniform Rules concerning the 
Contract of International Carriage of 
Goods by Rail - Appendix B to COTIF)

Annex to the main convention

Consensual contract

Contractual freedom

Consignment note design within the 
competence of RUs

Joint and several liability

SMGS (Agreement on International 
Goods Transport by Rail)

Main convention

Formal contract

Obligation to set and publish tariffs and 
to carry

Consignment note defined in SMGS 
itself

Individual liability



Why is legal interoperability important for the 
business and competitiveness?

Country A
 Transport contract
 Liability
 Transport documents / 

consignment note  
 Tickets 
 Claims 

Country B
 Transport contract
 Liability
 Transport documents / 

consignment note  
 Tickets 
 Claims 

A One legal  regime B
- 10% administrative costs

- Legal certainty, less legal costs
- Optimisation of business operation
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Legal interoperability is the aim of the CIT
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SMGS / SMPS

EC law

COTIF

Corridor
law

National
law

Legal interoperability!



Opportunities & challenges for railway companies today:

Freight traffic China-Europe
~90% Sea/40 days
<10% Air/1 day 
~1% Railway/ ~15 days
~ 70 freight trains per week

Eurasian Freight Corridors - An existing market with potential
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Freight traffic Europe – Asia 

Proportion Duration Convention

~90% > 40 days Hamburg/ 
Rotterdam Rules

< 10% 1 day Montreal Convention

~1% ~15 days national law, 
COTIF/CIM, SMGS, 
EU Law 
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Success key for railways

 Good Quality of infrastructure 

 Technical interoperability (vehicle 
authorisation and safety certification)

 Level playing field with other transport 
modes

 Competitive and stable charges for use of 
infrastructure

 Less administrative burdens: New 
regulatory requirements when customers 
benefit

 Stable and fair legal framework
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Potential for parcels transportation between China 
and Europe by rail
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CIT/OSJD Project: Legal Interoperability CIM/SMGS

Phase 1:
Common CIM/SMGS consignment note

Phase 2:
Standardised claims handling mechanism

Phase 3:
Unified Rail Transport Law
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An overview of the CIM/SMGS consignment note 
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Implements both contracts of 
carriage 

Recognised as a customs and 
bank document

Does not undermine the 
CIM/SMGS liability conditions 

The “sum” of the CIM and 
SMGS consignment notes

Based on:
- Article 6 § 8 CIM + Article 6 § 11 and 7 § 15  SMGS
- Layout based on the United Nations Layout 
- Key for trade documents



Electronic CIM/SMGS Consignment note
Legal and functional specifications:
 Last update – 1 July 2012;
 Revision by the CIM/SMGS Legal and Experts 

Group;
 Key issues: enforceability of standard clauses 

(applicable law, place of jurisdiction and duration 
/ amendment / termination of the EDI contract) + 
accompanying documents in e-form (lack of legal 
basis);

Technical specifications:
 No update since issuance May 2009;
 Revision by the ad hoc technical Expert Group 

since 2012;

Specifications for the CIM/SMGS e-consignment 
note (new edition 1st October 2013)
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Use of the common CIM/SMGS consignment note
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More than fifty traffic flows along four 
TEN corridors

Some 80% of the traffic between the 
CIM and SMGS areas

Savings in time:
- some  40 minutes per wagon 
- 8 to 10 hours per train

Cost savings of some € 40 per 
consignment

Kaliningrad

Budapest

Ljubljana

Kyjiv

Berlin

Mainz

Bucharest

Duisburg
Ilsenburg

St Ingbert

Donec’kZaporizzja

L’viv

Zliv

Kaluga

TřinecJihlava

Kotel

Moscow

Žilina

Mladá-Boleslav
Prague

Bratislava

Warsaw

Minsk

Trieste



CIM/SMGS Consignment Note for Multimodal Transport 
in the Black Sea Region

Illichivsk •

• Kavkaz

•Derince

Poti

•

Application of the CIM/SMGS
to multimodal transport
on the Black Sea:

Existing routes:
 Constanca – Derince
 Constanca – Samsun
 Varna – Kavkaz

Planned routes:
 Illichivsk – Derince
 Illichivsk - Samsun
 Poti/Batumi – Constanca
 Poti/Bautmi – Varna
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The common CIM/SMGS consignment note: now 
also more accessible for clients in China 
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UNECE-Declaration 
Parallel and complementary approach for Unified Railway Law
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Governments

UNECE-Declaration Unified Railway Law (26.02.2013)

Industry

Development of a single legal regime 
from Atlantic to Pacific

Elaboration of optional modal rules for 
Euro-Asian Rail Contracts



CIM/SMGS Legal Interoperability: GTC EurAsia

General Terms and Conditions for 
EurAsia Rail Transport Contracts of the 
CIT (GTC EurAsia)

 Point 3 - of the UNECE Political 
Declaration

 Framework contract - for participating 
railways (on different corridors)

 Applicable law - mandatory provisions 
of the national law shall apply

 Precondition – opting-in through the 
participating railways (for example DB, 
PKP Cargo, BC, RZD, UZ, KZH and 
KZD)

 Legal basis - international private law 
(IPR)

23



UNECE - International Rail Cooperation
Uniform railway law
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SMGS/SMPS

COTIF-CIM

Eurasian Uniform Railway Law

EU legislation

National legislation



Conclusions 

Savings in 
time and 

costs

Simplification 
of customs 
formalities

Greater legal 
certainty

Larger share 
of the market

• CIM/SMGS consignment note
• Standardised CIM/SMGS claims handling 

procedure
• General Terms and Conditions EurAsia
• Unified Rail Transport Law
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Global supply chain from railway prospective



Thank you for your attention!
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For further information, 
visit www.cit-rail.org 



Erik Evtimov
Deputy Secretary General CIT
Tel:    +41 31 350 01 97
Email: erik.evtimov@cit-rail.org




