College Application Essays
“A good essay can make someone we’ve never met before come alive.”
                                                            ..Franklin and Marshall College
Essay questions were once used by admissions officers primarily as an indication of the applicant’s writing ability.  That is still important, but the purpose today is much broader as an indicator of your personality, interests, intelligence, maturity, creativity: of how you think, what is special about you, your general outlook on life.

The admissions office wants to learn about you, your thinking processes, and your feelings.  Think of the essay question as an invitation to talk face-to-face with the admissions committee.  The suggestions below should help you write an eye-catching essay:

1. One key to a good essay precedes the actual writing:  the selection of a good subject.

2. Remember the list of major activities you wrote before starting work on your applications?  Refer to that list as a source of essay topics.  As you consider this list, ask yourself some questions.  Did you accomplish something that was especially difficult to achieve?  Jot down how you tackled it, and how the experience changed you.  Did you have one or two particular triumphs in your school work?  Tell about them and why they are special.  Did you do badly in one or two classes?  Write about them, too, and how you might have done better.  Ask yourself what you would do differently if you could relive the last few years, and write that down.  Think about your own personality; which of your traits do you like the best?  Which do you like the least, and how would you like to change them?

3. When selecting your topic, ask yourself how many of your classmates could submit the same essay and have it accurately reflect their thoughts, ideas, and views.  If the answer is more than a few, then you are describing a group, not an individual.

4. Know your audience!  Grab the reader’s attention immediately!  The admissions officer who reads your application will read hundreds of others just like it.  The applications that stand out from the rest are in some way fresh, original, and distinctive.

5. The college is looking for your ability to organize your thoughts logically and concisely.

6. Write about something you really know, not something you feel you should know.

7. Follow directions!

8. When you write the first draft of your essay, you are almost certain to try to cram in every detail you can think of.  But too much information is apt to bore the reader, not impress him.

9. Whatever the essay questions are, autobiographical or otherwise, select the person or issue that places you in the position to discuss the subject in which you are most interested and in which you are the best versed.

10. Write the essays yourself – no substitutes, stand-ins, or understudies!  There are occasionally those few unscrupulous applicants who have someone else compose their essays.  Even the most bleary-eye admissions officer can recognize the “professional” essay and reject the candidate on the basis of dishonesty.

11. The answer to a specific question on the college’s part still provides an opening for you to furnish background information about yourself, your interests, ambitions, and insights.  For example, the essay that asks you to name your favorite book and the reason for your selection could be answered with the title of a Dr. Seuss book because you are considering a career as an elementary school teacher.

12. When writing your essay, remember the best stories or biographies you have read:  they are the ones that create an atmosphere and deal with feelings.

13. Do not…

· dissipate the impact of an opening sentence by resorting to long-winded instructions.

· Include information that appears elsewhere in the application.

· Use clichés such as “intellectual horizon.”

· Try to impress by using big, fancy words.  Be yourself!  Be thought provoking and thoughtful.  Don’t try to be cute or spout meaningless generalities.

· Use incorrect words:  accept for except, affect for effect, and others.

· Accidentally repeat words:  proofread your work and watch for two “ands” or “these” in a row by mistake.

· Use abbreviations.

· Use extreme statements.  Few conditions justify “always” or “forever.”

· Use the expression “in other words”.  This statement indicates that you did not articulate properly the first time and now must attempt to do so again.

· Use a self-congratulatory tone.

14. Vary your word choice and sentence structure.

15. If you don’t have any varsity letters, club memberships, or other activities beyond meeting the academic requirements for a high school diploma, then sit down and list every activity that does use your precious “free” time. Have you been busy after school helping to raise younger brothers and sisters?  Or helping to care for an elderly or ill relative?  Then say so!  Whatever the reason for your shortage of activities, state it:  however, be sure you end your essay on a hopeful and positive note of future expectations.

16. Remember that commentaries on national affairs often mimic the tone and substance of a newspaper.

17. There are no “wrong” answers to essay questions.  Correct spelling and grammar are vitally important, so is good organization.  If you feel you are weak in these areas, ask someone who knows to read over your first draft.

18. Since many colleges will ask for more than one essay, make sure that the sum of the essays in any one college application covers your best points.  Do not repeat your answers, even if the questions sound alike.

19. Your final essay should be written after all grammatical and spelling errors have been corrected.  Fix all the weak points – eliminate repetitions, combine short sentences into longer ones or break too-long sentences into short ones, etc.---all for the sake of smooth reading.
20. “The essay is probably one of the most carefully considered and influential parts of your application.  Write with energy and sensitivity.  Yours will be read:  write it well.”  Bates College

Sources:  
The College Digest 
Private Colleges and Universities Magazine
In writing your essay, consider using some of the following:
Action Words
Actively


eliminate

motivated

responsible

Accelerated

established

organize

responsibilities

Adapted

evaluate

originate

revise

Administer

expanded

participated

review

Analyze


expedite

perform


schedule

Approve

founded

plan


significantly

Coordinate

generate

pinpointed

simplicity

Conceived

increased

program

set up

Conduct

influence

proposed

solve

Completed

implemented

proved


strategy

Control


interpret

provide


structure

Created


improve


proficient

streamline

Delegate

launched

recommend

support

Develop

lead


reduced

teach

Demonstrate

lecture


reinforced

Direct


maintain

reorganized

Affect


manage

revamped
Self-Descriptive Words
Active


determined

independent

realistic

Adaptable

diplomatic

logical


reliable

Aggressive

disciplined

loyal


resourceful

Alert


discrete


mature


respective

Ambitious

economical

methodical

self-reliant

Analytical

efficient


objective

sense of humor

Attentive

energetic

optimistic

sincere

Broad-minded

enterprising

perceptive

sophisticated

Conscientious

enthusiastic

personable

systematic

Consistent

extroverted

pleasant

tactful

Constructive

fair


positive


talented

Creative

forceful


practical

Dependable

imaginative

productive
Tips by EssayEdge.com
Sample Successful Essay:


Accepted by Harvard, Princeton, Stanford and Dartmouth

Hiking to Understanding

Surrounded by thousands of stars, complete silence, and spectacular mountains, I stood atop New Hampshire’s Presidential Range awestruck by nature’s beauty.  Immediately, I realized that I must dedicate my life to understanding the causes of the universe’s beauty.  In addition, the hike taught me several valuable lessons that will allow me to increase my understanding though scientific research.

Although the first few miles of the hike up to Mt. Madison did not offer fantastic views, the vistas became spectacular once I climbed above tree line.  Immediately, I sensed that understanding the natural work parallels climbing a mountain.  To reach my goal of total comprehension of natural phenomena, I realized that I must begin with knowledge that may be uninteresting by itself.  However, this knowledge will form the foundation of an accurate view of the universe.  Much like every other step while hiking leads the hiker near the mountain peak, all knowledge leads the scientist nearer total understanding.

Above tree line, the barrenness and silence of the hike taught me that individuals must have their own direction.  All hikers know that they must carry complete maps to reach their destinations; they do not allow others to hold their maps for them.  Similarly, surrounded only by mountaintops, sky and silence, I recognized the need to remain individually focused on my life’s goal of understanding the physical universe.

At the summit, the view of the surrounding mountain range is spectacular.  The panorama offers a view of hills and smaller mountains.  Some people during their lives climb many small hills.  However, to have the most accurate view of the world, I must be dedicated to climbing the biggest mountains I can find.  Too often people simply hike across a flat valley without ascending because they content themselves with the scenery.  The mountain showed me that I cannot content myself with the scenery.  When night fell upon the summit, I stared at the slowly appearing stars until they completely filled the night sky.  Despite the windy conditions and below freezing temperatures, I could not tear myself away from the awe-inspiring beauty of the cosmos.  Similarly, despite the frustration and difficulties inherent in scientific study, I cannot retreat from my goal of universal understanding.

When observing Saturn’s rising, the Milky Way Cloud, and the Perseid meteor shower, I simultaneously felt a great sense of insignificance and purpose.  Obviously earthy concerns are insignificant to the rest of the universe.  However, I experienced the overriding need to understand the origins and causes of the phenomena.  The hike also strengthened my resolve to climb the mountain of knowledge while still taking time to gaze at the wondrous scenery.  Only then can the beauty of the universe and the study of science be purposefully united.  Attaining this union is my lifelong goal.
Information supplied: Essay Edge’s Harvard-Educated Admissions Essay Editors  http://www.essayedge.com
Top 10 Tips for a Winning College Essay
Let the admissions office see your personality through your essay.
1. Don’t “recycle” essays.  Nothing will land your application in the trash faster than an essay that sounds like it has been used before.
2. Don’t overextend.  Don’t take on too big of a topic and don’t adopt a “preachy” tone.  The admissions office does not want a lecture.
3. Be yourself.  Choose a topic that is meaningful to you.  Speak in your own voice.  Write what you feel, not what you think the admissions committee wants to hear.
4. Accentuate the positive.  You can describe the negatives, but emphasize how the experience changed you (for the better) and what you learned from it.
5. Write in the active voice.  The passive voice implies that things happened to you, instead of you taking charge.  Example:  “I have been taught many lessons about life through volunteering.” Should be “I have learned many lessons about life though my volunteer work.”
6. Captivate your audience.  Your essay should be engaging and memorable.  Draw the reader in with a quick, enticing introduction and give them a reason to finish your essay.
7. Ask people for input.  Whether it’s a teacher, counselor, friend or parent, ask someone you respect for some candid feedback.  Is it confusing?  Boring?
8. Leave time for rewriting.  Write a first draft and let it sit for a few days.  Look for weak or dull spots and spelling and grammatical errors.  Never let your first draft be your final draft.
9. Revise, reword.  Put your draft into shape through various rewrites.  Read the essay aloud to find awkward sentences or problems.
10. Pursue perfection.  Have your English teacher look it over.  Quadruple-check the spelling.  Type your essay carefully.
Personal Statement
The personal statement helps a college become acquainted with you in ways different from courses, grades, test scores, and other objective data.  It will demonstrate your ability to organize thoughts and express yourself.  Colleges are looking for an essay that will help them know you better as a person and as a student.  Common Application example:  Please write an essay (250-500 words) on a topic of your choice or on one of the options listed below.  You may attach your essay on separate sheets (same size, please).  Also, please indicate your topic by checking the appropriate box below.

1. Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk that you have taken and its impact on you.

2. Discuss some issue of personal, local, national or international concern and its importance to you.

3. Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.

4. Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, science, etc.) hat has had an influence on you.

5. Topic of your choice.
