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Unit 3  Overview

Informal Classroom Assessments 

This unit will familiarize students with the wide range of low and middle stakes assessments of English speaking, reading, writing, pragmatics, cultural knowledge. The focus is placed on how these assessments relate to teaching goals and instruction.
Most ESL/EFL teachers are more familiar with classroom based informal assessment than they are with high stakes assessments. We will begin by addressng the concepts of alternative assessment, portfolio assessment and rubrics.

Alternative Assessment

The concept of alternative assessment has become popular over the past few years, partly in response to problems created by the increase in high stakes assessments.   Alternative assessments are seen as ways for teachers to gather important information not available in high stakes assessments.
Hancock (1994) defines alternative assessment as “an ongoing process involving the student and teacher in making judgments about the students’ progress in language using non-conventional strategies.” (p.2) Alternative assessment requires students to perform, or produce something, to promote higher-order thinking and to allow teachers to assess students on what they normally do in the class (Brown & Hudson, 1998). 

The article by Kassim Shaaban (2001) explores a variety of alternative assessments for young ESL/EFL learners. Kassim provides practical advice on informal techniques of assessment that create a non-threatening atmosphere and reduce students’ anxiety.  Among the informal assessments discussed are: non-verbal responses, interviews, role plays, written narratives, presentations, conferences, and student self-assessments.
Portfolio Assessment

Portfolio assessment refers to an ongoing process of organizing information gathered from alternative assessments and involving both the student and teacher in selecting samples of student work for inclusion in a collection. With the portfolio assessment, students, conceptually, control of their own learning. They can select their best work to present to teachers. Hancock (1994) provides samples of what might go into the portfolio. Depending on the purpose, most portfolios generally include these items: samples of creative work; tests; quizzes; homework; projects and assignments; audiotapes of oral work; student diary entries; log of work on a particular assignment; self-assessments; comments from peers; and comments from teachers.
Rubrics

Mertler (2001) refers to rubrics as rating scales-as opposed to checklists-that are used with performance assessments. He provides examples of rubrics and step-by-step guidance in how to construct them.  He also directs teachers to a web-site that can help them construct rubrics.  It is: http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php
Examples of foreign language rubrics can be found at:

http://www.cathedralhigh.org/foreign_scaffold.htm  and
http://www.monsonschools.com/MHS/Academic_Expectations/AE05a.pdf and

http://www.queens.edu/pdf/upload/queens/DepartmentofForeignLanguagesRubrics.doc
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Guiding Questions

· Which alternative assessments do you use in your classroom? Why?

Unit 3 Assignment: 

The purpose of this assignment is for students to apply their knowledge of informal  assessments learned from this unit into their teaching practices. After examining language learning goals in their own countries and from course readings, students will select 2-3 specific learning goals appropriate for students they are likely to teach. They will then develop an informal assessment plan to match one of these goals.

Design a new informal assessment plan and rubrics for your class
The format of the plan report:

1. Learning Goal (s) : 

Identify the learning goal (s) that will be used to develop the assessment plan

2. Setting/Scene

Give a description of the situations in which informal assessments can be used. What sort of class?  What ability levels?  What sort of contact time?  What resources are available?
3. Assessment Descriptions
Give a brief description of each of the informal assessments to be used in your assessment plan.  What abilities, knowledge, or performance it is each  meant to measure? 
4. Sample 

Here students are to present the actual assignments, rubrics, interview questions, quizzes or other assessments they plan to use.   Students may follow the steps of rubrics design suggested by Craig Mertler (p. 5) and create an assessment plan with rubrics for their own classrooms. 

5. Student reflection 

Include how you feel about this plan, advice or recommendations or cautions if someone else wants to use your plan.


