
 
  

HORSE LEASE AGREEMENT 
(Private Party Contract—Non Commercial) 

 
I, (PLEASE PRINT NAME)____________________________(LESSEE) agree to lease ______(number) horses and 
______ (number) sets of equipment (ride #____ pack #____) from Montana Horses, Inc. (LESSOR).  
 
Upon taking possession of these horses, I understand and agree that I must be a qualified horseman with the ability to 
and the knowledge of how to care for and ride a horse properly. I will be my own guide and outfitter and assume full 
liability and responsibility for them while they are in my possession. I will provide hay, grain, and water in sufficient 
amounts to return the animals in the same or better state of health than they were in when I received them. I agree that a 
Montana Horses agent will be the sole judge in this matter. It is understood that Montana Horses will not be responsible 
for any veterinarian costs, veterinarian supplies, extra labor expenses, and income loss due to disabled horses. All 
expenses are my responsibility and include losses due to pre-existing conditions. I also agree to maintain proper shoes on 
each animal. In the event that a horse is permanently injured so as to no longer be usable by the owner, I agree to pay 
Montana Horses the sum of two thousand five hundred dollars ($2500.00) for each injured or missing horse. For horses 
returned with bad wither, kidney, or cinch sores, malnourished, or damaged so as to be temporarily unusable, I agree to 
pay a $500 penalty charge per horse. I understand that abuse, neglect, or mis-treatment of these horses may also result 
in criminal charges.  
 
I also agree that if any equipment furnished with the horse is damaged or lost, I will replace it with equipment of like value, 
or I will pay for it at the following rates: Saddle - $650; Bridle - $35; Halter - $15; Halter Rope - $10, Saddle Blanket or Pad 
- $50; Pack Saddle - $350; Panniers - $200 a set; Saddle Panniers - $100; Breast Collars - $50. Assessment of repair 
costs will be made by a Montana Horses agent upon return of equipment.  

Original transportation/brand papers will accompany each horse and must be returned to Montana Horses. Loss 
of brand papers is subject to a $30 re-inspect charge per head. Montana authorities can hold livestock and fines will be 
levied against anyone not carrying proper brand papers.  
 
I understand that:  

1. A minimum security deposit of two thousand five hundred dollars ($2500) is required upon delivery of horses 
into my possession and is the maximum amount of liability per horse.  

2. This deposit is to be paid separate from the lease fee and is not a part of the lease fee.  
The security deposit will be returned at the close of the season by the ranch office or upon delivery of horses back to 
Montana Horses provided the following conditions are met:  

a. I pick up the horses or am at the delivery location as specified in this contract.  
b. I stay with the horses until they are picked up by Montana Horses.  
c. I return the horses and equipment in satisfactory condition.  

3. Lease is to be paid 1/3 upon completion of contract to reserve the horses and 2/3 upon delivery of horses and 
equipment into my possession. Horses are reserved only with a completed contract and down-payment.  

4. Horses picked up and delivered back to the ranch must be done during daylight hours! (8 a.m. to 7 p.m.) No 
de-liveries or pickup of horses will be done after dark at the ranch. If unable to arrange a drop/pick up time during these 
hours, I will schedule it for the previous day or the following day and make proper arrangements to care for horses while 
they are overnighted.  

5. Payment may be in the form of cash, credit card, or check. A security deposit will be required upon receiving 
horses and will be returned in the same form it was received. No security deposits will be “held.”  
 
OUT OF STATE HORSES:  

My destination is (name of state & nearest town or hunting unit)________________________________________  
Allow approximately 2 weeks for processing out of state brand and health papers.  
 
PICKED UP HORSES (Hauled by Lessee):  

I will pick up horses and equipment on __________ (Date) at ______ am or pm. (Open 8a.m. - 7p.m.)  
I will return horses and equipment on __________(Date) at _____ am or pm. (Open 8a.m. – 7p.m.)  
(Please be specific and call ahead if deviation from these times is necessary)  
 
All new Private Party lessees MUST complete a HORSEMANSHIP & PACK SCHOOL prior to backcountry use with our 
horses, or show proficient horsemanship in lieu of a session. Schedule with our office prior to your departure.  
NO EXCEPTIONS.  
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DELIVERED HORSES:  
 
Delivery date:_____________at________a.m. or p.m.  
Deliveries and pickups are made between 10am and 4 pm Monday through Saturday depending on the distance 

from the ranch and scheduled stops for the truck on that day. Horses are hauled in loads of ten head or more within 250 
miles and smaller loads or further distances are subject to a $3 charge per loaded mile. I understand I may be asked to 
accompany a scheduled delivery if I expect to pay full load rates. Montana Horses is permitted to deliver onto state, 
county, or private rights-of-way and will not deliver onto National Forest or Forest Service roads.  
I want the horses delivered to the following location (include map and specific direc-
tions)____________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________  
I agree to be at this location on the date and time indicated. I understand, due to unpredictable weather conditions, etc., 
delivery of the horses can be late. I understand that a fuel surcharge may be assessed on all trucking if the price of fuel or 
travel increases in the year.  
 
Return date __________ at _____ am or pm.  
I want the horses to be picked up at the following location (if different from delivery): 
________________________________________________________________________________________  

I agree to stay with the horses until Montana Horses picks them up regardless of time. Since our trucks some-
times have to make several pickups or drops on the same date please be at the location agreed upon at the time 
specified. Abandonment of horses will result in automatic forfeiture of all security deposits.  

 
 
Default in payment as shown on this agreement or mistreatment or abandonment of horses will result in 

immediate repossession of horses by owner or his authorized agent and automatic forfeiture of all lease fees and security 
deposit. This agreement does not permit these horses or equipment leased from Montana Horses to be sold and such 
sale will be treated as a criminal act.  

Riders furnishing their own equipment can borrow extra pads at no extra charge.  
1.25% service charge per month will be added to past due accounts (annual rate of 15%). If the account is placed 

with an attorney for collection Lessee agrees to pay all costs and attorney fees whether or not suit is brought.  
I agree to be responsible for the safety and supervision of any persons riding or using said horses, acting in the 

capacity of agent for such persons, during the term of this Lease Agreement. I fully understand and agree that Montana 
Horses shall not be held responsible for any claims which may be brought by any person or persons for the use of said 
horses. I agree that Montana Horses shall be held blameless for such use, and I further agree that I will indemnify 
Montana Horses against such if any. I understand that there are significant risks inherent in equine activities that could 
result in injury or death to me or any persons riding or using these horses. I understand that I am responsible for my own 
safety and those who use these horses. Montana Horses makes no guarantees about any aspect of said horses’ 
temperament, health, or appropriateness and implies no guarantee as to the safety of the horses or to my safe 
involvement with these horses.  

I acknowledge that Montana Horses’ base of operations is in Gallatin County, Montana. I agree to submit myself 
to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of Gallatin County to enforce or defend any rights under this Lease Agreement or 
any actions arising from the subject matter of this Lease Agreement. I shall pay all costs and attorneys' fees from any 
legal proceedings which I may bring contrary to this agreement and which is received in favor of Montana Horses, its 
agents, servants or employees. I agree to adhere to the provisions of Montana statute 27-1-727. .  

 
 

WARNING 
UNDER MONTANA LAW, AN EQUINE PROFESSIONAL IS NOT LIABLE FOR AN 

INJURY TO OR THE DEATH OF A PARTICIPANT ENGAGED IN AN EQUINE 
ACTIVITY RESULTING FROM THE RISKS INHERENT IN EQUINE ACTIVITIES, 

PURSUANT TO M.S. 27-1-727 
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Care of Horses: I am responsible for supplying feed for the horses. I understand and agree to provide:  
1. A minimum of 30 lbs of good hay OR 8 hours of grazing on good grass OR proper pelletized complete feed per horse per day. PLUS two gallons of 
grain per day (1 morning and 1 night). (Note: If using public lands, certified weed-free feed is required)  
2. Horses must be watered at least twice per day whether used or not – more often if using pellets or working horses.  
3. Horses must be unsaddled and unbridled each night.  
4. I will NOT run horses up hills.  
5. I will NOT pack over 150 pounds per pack horse.  
6. I will not continue to use a horse if it becomes sore.  
7. I will not ride double (2 people).  
8. I will not leave horses on a trailer overnight or for more than 8 hours without feed and rest.  
9. I fully understand and have read completely the policy regarding damaged, sored, and death of horses and understand my security deposit will be 
forfeited, all or in part, if Montana Horses judges my leased horses or equipment to have been returned in unsatisfactory condition. Montana Horses will 
be the sole judge in this matter 
  

I Request the Following:  
 
Number of Horses_______ (saddle horses #_______ pack horses #_______)  
 
Sets of Equipment_______ (full ride #_____ full pack #_____ saddle panniers #_____)  
 
Lease Fee Calculation (Use accompanying rate brochure to determine lease):  

 
(Number) _____horses at $________ per horse   = __________  
 
(Number) _____ equip. at $________ per unit   = __________  
 
(Number) _____ shod at $_______ per horse   =__________  
 
Delivery (miles one way _______ @ $3 per mile)  =__________  
 
Retrieval (miles one way ________@ $3 per mile)  =__________  
 
Brand/Coggins (out of state only, $40 per head)   =__________  
 
Trailer Rental ($150 per day)     =__________  
 
Other Charges (saddle panniers - $25, feed, etc.)  =__________  

 
A 3% office processing fee will be added to all purchases.      =__________  
(3% will be discounted for purchases made by cash or check. )     (__________)  
 

Total Lease = __________  
 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED (1/3 reservation down-payment)  - __________  

NON-REFUNDABLE, MUST ACCOMPANY CONTRACT 

 
 

AMOUNT DUE AT TIME OF PICKUP (2/3 balance)          = __________ 
 
 

TOTAL SECURITY DEPOSIT (due upon arrival) = $2500 
$2500 is maximum liability PER HORSE 

Security deposits will be returned in the same form in which they are received. . 
 
If using Credit Card, complete following: Amount to charge____________________  
 
Circle one: Visa/Mastercard/Amex # _______________________________________ exp. date ___/___  
 
Name on Card :_______________________________________________________________________  
 
Billing Address: _______________________________________________________________________  
 
Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________  
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RIDER INFORMATION (Please complete this section accurately for each participant in the party.)   

Age Height Weight Experience Level (1 -10) How many times have you packed/ridden in last 5 yrs.? 

   1=never ridden -10=make living riding  

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
What type/size trailer will you be hauling the horses in?_______________________ (NO 2-HORSE TRAILERS!)  
What type of terrain do you expect to encounter?___________________________________________________  
Will your horses be used to pack, ride, or both? ___________________________________________________  
How/what type of feed will you provide? (i.e. fenced pasture, hobbles, picketing, hay, pellets, grain) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
I HAVE READ THIS LEASE AGREEMENT IN ITS ENTIRETY AND AGREE TO ALL TERMS AND CONDITIONS SET 
FORTH WITHIN.  
 
Lessee Signature: __________________________________________________________________________  
 
Street address or box number: _______________________________________________________________  
 
City, State, Zip Code: _______________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone Number (include area code): ___________________________________________________________  
 
Cell Phone (if available when traveling with horses): _____________________________________________  
 
E Mail: _______________________________________________  
 
Today’s Date: ______________________________________  

 
By signing this Lease Agreement, you agree to accept full responsibility for all horses and equipment issued. 

We recommend that you share this information with all persons who come into contact with the horses leased under this 
contract. Please have each person in your party review this contract and the feed and care requirements. 

You will be asked to complete an ACCEPTANCE FORM & SECURITY DEPOSIT AGREEMENT when you take delivery 

of your horses and equipment. 
Horse Trailer leases are handled under separate contract. 

Return this contract with accompanying 1/3 reservation down-payment to: 

 
Montana Horses, Inc. 
9700 Clarkston Rd. 

Three Forks, MT 59752 
www.montanahorses.com info@montanahorses.com 

Kail Mantle & Renee Daniels-Mantle 
(406) 285-3541 – ranch (888) 685-3697 – toll free (406) 285-0918 – fax 

(406) 581-6501 - Kail truck or (406) 579-4060 -Renee truck 

Please feel free to contact us with any questions. We thank you for your business. 
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