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Dear Academic Letter of Recommendation Writer: 

 

I appreciate your willingness to write a letter of recommendation for this student.  Letters of 

recommendation can be very important in the law school admissions process when they help Admissions 

Deans and law school admissions committees discern the strengths and weaknesses applicants bring to 

the law school. 

 

Admissions committee members, who are normally faculty members as well, are looking for academic 

letters that describe, in as much detail as possible, a student’s ability to 1) read and write, to 2) interpret 

dense academic material, and to 3) be able to articulate their ideas and response to assignments in a clear 

and logical manner. 

 

Admissions deans are trying to accept a group of people into a law school class who are diverse from 

each other in a number of ways, such as: 1) geographically; 2) undergraduate school; 3) undergraduate 

major; 4) work history; 5) family history; 6) volunteer experience.  Admissions deans need to accept a 

class of students whose experiences in those areas will contribute to the quality of the conversation and 

discussions in the law school classroom.  In addition to the formal aspects of education, admissions deans 

believe that the conversations that are shared among law students outside of the classroom expand 

broadly the quality of the education students receive in law school. 

 

Your letter would be most helpful if it could address: 1) this student’s preparation for law school, 2) 

which classes you have taught this student, and 3) how this student ranks among all the students with 

whom you have worked.  The more specific the letter can be, including examples, the more helpful it will 

be to your student. 

 

As you know, students depend on good letters for their file, so if you have any hesitation in writing an 

excellent letter, I hope that you will discuss them with this student. 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about how to write a letter of recommendation for 

law school admissions committees.  Thank you very much. 

 

Yours Very Truly, 

 

Eileen Doyle Crane, J.D. 

Prelaw Advisor, Utah Valley University, UVU 

Past Chair, PLANC, Prelaw Advisors National Council 

Past President, WAPLA, Western Association of Prelaw Advisors   
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Dear Letter Writer: 

 

I appreciate your willingness to write a letter of recommendation for this student.  Letters of 

recommendation are important in the law school admissions process because they help Admissions Deans 

and law school admissions committees discern the strengths and weaknesses applicants bring to the law 

school. 

 

Admissions committee members, who are normally faculty members as well, are looking for letters that 

describe, in as much detail as an employer, mentor, or colleague can provide 1) a person’s ability to 

manage situations in which there are multiple demands on time and attention; and 2) the ability to handle 

stress, controversy, and interactions with lots of different kinds of people and ideas in a respectful, open-

minded, and thoughtful manner.  

 

If you are also aware of a person’s ability read and write, to interpret dense academic material, and to be 

able to articulate their ideas and response to assignments in a clear and logical manner, because of the 

work that they have done for you, that information would be useful as well. 

 

Admissions deans are committed to creating a class of students whose experiences in many different areas 

will contribute to the quality of the conversations and discussions in and out of the law school classroom.  

In addition to the formal aspects of education, admissions deans believe that the conversations that are 

shared among law students outside of the classroom expand the quality of the education students receive 

in law school. 

 

Your letter would be most helpful if it addresses this person’s 1) preparation for law school, 2) what 

setting you have seen this person work or volunteer in, and 3) how well this person has performed within 

your organization compared to others with whom you have worked.  The more specific the letter can be, 

including examples, the more useful it will be to the Admissions Committee. 

 

As you know, students depend on good letters for their file, so if you have any hesitation in writing an 

excellent letter, I hope that you will discuss it with this student. 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about how to write a letter of recommendation for 

law school admissions committees.  Thank you very much. 

 

Yours Very Truly, 

 

Eileen Doyle Crane, J.D. 

Prelaw Advisor, Utah Valley University, UVU 

Past Chair, PLANC, Prelaw Advisors National Council 

Past President, WAPLA, Western Association of Prelaw Advisors    2/11   
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