
Thank	  you	  so	  much	  Principal	  Orr.	  
	  
To	  the	  students,	  parents,	  teachers	  and	  team	  at	  George	  Manierre	  Elementary	  School,	  I	  want	  to	  
thank	  you	  for	  having	  me	  and	  I	  want	  to	  congratulate	  everyone	  here	  for	  achieving	  the	  incredible	  
milestone	  of	  having	  graduated	  from	  middle	  school.	  	  Now	  you	  march	  forward	  to	  high	  school!	  
	  
You	  should	  know	  that	  if	  you	  just	  put	  your	  mind	  to	  it	  and	  gather	  strength	  and	  support	  wherever	  
it	  is	  –	  school,	  family,	  friends,	  church,	  the	  community	  –	  you	  can	  accomplish	  anything.	  
	  
For	  myself,	  I’ll	  tell	  you	  that	  no	  so	  long	  ago,	  I	  was	  absolutely	  scared	  to	  death	  by	  the	  mere	  thought	  
of	  having	  to	  talk	  in	  public.	  	  If	  I	  had	  to	  get	  up	  and	  talk	  in	  front	  of	  a	  group	  like	  you	  all,	  I	  would	  
develop	  all	  kinds	  of	  nervous	  reactions	  –	  red	  face,	  sweaty	  palms,	  quivering	  voice,	  heart	  beating	  
out	  of	  my	  chest	  –	  and	  the	  worst	  of	  all	  –	  sometimes	  I’d	  get	  so	  nervous,	  I’d	  completely	  freeze	  and	  
nothing	  would	  come	  out	  of	  my	  mouth!	  
	  
Eventually	  I	  decided	  that	  if	  I	  wanted	  to	  stand	  up	  for	  what	  I	  believe	  in,	  I	  just	  had	  to	  get	  over	  this	  
crazy	  fear.	  	  I	  had	  to	  believe	  in	  myself.	  	  So,	  I	  worked	  and	  worked	  at	  it	  and	  here	  I	  am	  today	  –	  no	  
red	  face,	  no	  shaking	  hands.	  
	  
I	  want	  to	  close	  by	  talking	  about	  one	  of	  the	  greatest	  athletes	  that	  the	  world	  has	  ever	  seen	  –	  
Muhammad	  Ali	  –	  a	  man	  who	  knew	  his	  own	  voice	  and	  used	  it	  to	  stand	  up	  for	  what	  was	  right	  –	  in	  
his	  case,	  racial	  justice	  and	  religious	  freedom.	  
	  
Born	  in	  1942	  and	  still	  living	  today,	  Muhammad	  Ali	  started	  training	  as	  a	  boxer	  when	  he	  was	  12.	  	  
Having	  had	  his	  bike	  taken,	  he	  just	  happened	  to	  run	  into	  a	  policeman	  and	  boxing	  coach	  named	  
Joe	  Martin,	  who	  convinced	  him	  that	  he	  should	  learn	  to	  box,	  rather	  than	  running	  after	  the	  bike	  
thief,	  and	  the	  rest	  is	  history.	  
	  
He	  won	  the	  world	  Heavyweight	  Boxing	  Championship	  first	  in	  1964.	  	  He	  fought	  61	  total	  fights	  
winning	  56	  of	  them.	  	  Sports	  Illustrated	  crowned	  him	  “Sportsman	  of	  the	  Century”,	  not	  only	  for	  
his	  great	  athletic	  accomplishments	  but	  also	  because	  he	  transformed	  the	  role	  and	  image	  of	  
African	  American	  athletes	  across	  the	  world	  by	  his	  embrace	  of	  racial	  pride.	  	  He	  used	  his	  voice	  
and	  he	  made	  a	  huge	  difference.	  
	  
One	  of	  my	  favorite	  quotes	  of	  his	  is	  this,	  “If	  my	  mind	  can	  conceive	  it,	  and	  my	  heart	  can	  believe	  it	  -‐	  
then	  I	  can	  achieve	  it.”	  
	  
So,	  I	  want	  to	  leave	  the	  Manierre	  Class	  of	  2015	  with	  two	  gifts.	  
	  

• The	  first	  is	  this	  t-‐shirt	  commemorating	  your	  graduation.	  
	  

• The	  second	  is	  a	  promise	  from	  me	  to	  each	  of	  you	  that	  I	  need	  your	  help	  on.	  	  If	  you	  believe	  
in	  yourselves,	  work	  as	  hard	  as	  you	  can	  and	  graduate	  from	  high	  school,	  apply	  and	  get	  
accepted	  to	  college,	  I	  will	  provide	  everyone	  of	  you	  that	  does	  that	  a	  $5,000	  scholarship	  to	  
help	  you	  pay	  for	  college.	  

	  
Principal	  Orr	  and	  I	  will	  work	  to	  track	  your	  success.	  	  I	  will	  also	  give	  you	  my	  email	  in	  case	  you	  
want	  to	  reach	  out	  to	  me.	  	  I’d	  love	  to	  hear	  from	  you.	  
	  
Be	  proud	  and	  have	  a	  great	  Summer!	  


