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Isabel Sperry
Rough Draft Due: Mon. June 23





           Foothill
Final Draft Due: Friday June 27

Length: 1500- 1750 words (4-6 pages)

Essay #4: Death Penalty Argument

Actively using (this means quoting and paraphrasing from) both of the two essays assigned for this unit (Handout: Edward I. Koch’s “Death and Justice: How Capital Punishment Affirms Life”; David Bruck’s “The Death Penalty”: http://admin.faulkner.edu/admin/websites/cwarmack/bruck.pdf) write an essay in which you argue either for keeping the death penalty or abolishing it in the United States.  You may do additional research as well, but make sure any sources you read are listed on your Works Cited.
  
You will need to use MLA formatting for the paper and include a Works Cited that lists all the texts you read or films you watched that influenced your thinking.  The final draft with works cited should be stapled on top of the peer reviewed rough draft as will essays 1 - 3.  Order: Final, Works Cited, Rough with Peer Review.  
Goals:

1.
To write a persuasive argument, which includes not only the arguments of those who believe as you do, but also the arguments of those opposed to your views.  The way to handle those opposing viewpoints is to raise them and then refute them.
2.
To demonstrate that you have learned from the reading techniques for reasoning logically and ethically.  This should include addressing the arguments of your opponents directly in terms of logical flaws, fallacies and assumptions.

3.
To demonstrate you can integrate the readings effectively and accurately, quoting and paraphrasing using MLA style.

4.
To show you know how to write an effectively organized essay that persuades readers primarily based on facts and reasoning.
Guidelines:

1.
As you read, take pro con notes as we began them on the white board in class.  Make sure to put down page numbers for quotes and arguments so that you can give the appropriate writers credit.  I will check these notes each day in class to give you credit for reading and doing the note-taking.  I will also check the annotating on the handout.

2.
The arguments you include should be the strongest ones.  Don’t present the weakest arguments of your opponents and dismiss them for their weaknesses or faulty logic; instead find the strongest arguments because that is the only way you will manage to show you are informed, that you have listened to your opponents, that you respect their views, and explain why you still don’t accept their overall recommendation.

3.
Participate in the reading discussion groups and debates to ensure that you do hear the strongest arguments of your opponents and you sharpen your analytical and argumentative skills.

4.
When organizing your essay, make sure to thoroughly address each point.  This may take more than one paragraph to accomplish, so think in terms of sections of your essay instead of paragraphs to support each sub-point or claim.  Notice the way that the writers do this in their essays.

5.
Koch uses headings in his paper, but I don’t want you to do this in your papers because I want you to practice writing transitions and topic sentences.

6.
If you wish, you may strengthen your paper by using a vivid illustration that you research, but be careful to use reliable sources.  You should check facts and news stories by finding them in several reliable sources.  For the death penalty, web sites ending in “.gov” will be more helpful than usual.  Educational websites are pretty reliable as well and will end in “.edu.”  
7.
Avoid logical fallacies such as questionable cause, hasty generalization, either/or reasoning, straw man,  and slippery slope.

8.
Use the present tense to present the arguments of writers.  Think of writing as a kind of time capsule continuously occurring in the present:  Prejean argues that Americans would stop executions if they knew the truth.
9.
Make sure you are organizing your body paragraphs around points or claims that you then support with facts and reasoning.
10.
Find a way to give your essay a sense of completion.  Returning at the end to something, such as a story that you used to open your essay, will create a circling effect, which is one way to produce a sense of completion.  
Last Unit Plan and Final Exam Date:

Mon. June 16 Due: Final Draft of Essay 3
Bring CTRW

Wed. June 18 Have reread/skim read and annotated Chapter 6 (CTRW 226-261), as well as Edward Koch’s essay (handout) and David Bruck’s Essay “The Death Penalty”, which can be found at http://admin.faulkner.edu/admin/websites/cwarmack/bruck.pdf.  As you read the two essays, take pro/con notes.
Fri. June 20  Bring prewriting for essay 4 and be prepared for a mini-debate.
Mon. June 23 Due: Rough Draft of Essay 4
Fri June 25  Due Final Draft of Essay 4

Final Exam: Fri June 27 8 - 10
Here is the works cited information for the Edward Koch essay: 

Koch, Edward. “Death and Justice: How Capital Punishment Affirms Life.”  Current Issues and Enduring Questions. Eds. Sylvan Barnet and Hugo Bedau. 12th ed. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin’s, 2014. 483-487. Print.
