Letter of Recommendation Senior Lecturer



To:	Junior Honors Medical Program, Admissions Committee [addressee]
Fr:	Recommender, Ph.D., Senior Lecturer  [recommender’s name, title/position]
Re: 	Letter of Recommendation, Applicant  [purpose, applicant’s name and ID # if provided]

Dear JHMP Admissions Committee, [greeting – usually to personnel director or admissions committee]

Each time I receive a request to write a letter of recommendation for the JHMP, I challenge the student to explain why they believe this advanced track is of actual benefit to them and what they’ve got to contribute to the program.  I rarely get a satisfying answer.  Sometimes the student just leaves, choosing not to accept the task of producing a persuasive reason before I’ll agree to write a letter on their behalf. 


Occasionally, the student takes the question to heart, does some soul-searching, and returns with a really good explanation.  Such is the case with Applicant.  His intelligence is without question.  What distinguishes him from his peers is where he wants to end up in the medical field and why.  This is also where Applicant can make an excellent contribution to the Junior Honors Medical Program. 


[opening salvo is a bit different – recommender knows the applicant better than usual and has an actual history with recommending applicants to the program; partially this establishes credibility and partially it makes for a more interesting opening line – still, the opening sentences are TRUE; it is not a fabrication – always stay honest in writing letters.  Finally, the last two sentences do set up the rest of the essay – the recommender must provide evidence for the contribution and why it is unique]
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