Sample Personal Statement #3

Education has always been an important foundation upon which I build my goals and dreams.  Without education, I would not be able to achieve my greatest ambition:  to help children develop to their fullest potential.  Throughout my life, my teachers and professors have helped me gain insights into our ever-changing world and also introduced me to the field of Psychology.  These educators have helped me to pursue studies in Psychology and find a career match that best suits me.  Throughout this process, I have known that graduate school would play an integral role in furthering my education and helping me achieve my goals.  I feel that my academic work and field experiences have prepared me to engage in graduate studies in Psychology at Western Michigan University.  I am fulfilling a goal I set for myself four years ago.


As an undergraduate, I immersed myself in the resources at Bradley University and especially in its Psychology Department.  As a result, I have received numerous academic honors and have been given additional opportunities to work directly with professors on research projects.  I performed research my senior year on impression formation, and will present the results at the annual Research Symposium upon concluding the study.  This spring, a professor, who has contributed greatly to both my education and interest in behavior analysis, has asked me to work with her using behavior management techniques helping an autistic child. This will be a great opportunity to broaden and apply my academic knowledge.  


It was Justice O.W. Holmes who said, “Your education begins when what is called your education ends.”  Outside of my formal education, I have worked for the past four years with children of all ages.  I had my first encounter with behavior analysis two years ago while I was a counselor at a summer camp, and I realized then that I wanted to make a career in this field.  One of my campers, Brandon, was diagnosed with ADHD.  I worked with his psychologist and his mother to learn the “stoplight” technique, which I have continued using on other children with whom I work.  The experience helped me realize how much progress can be made with children that are diagnosed and treated effectively.  


I have also spent the past year working for Catholic Social Services where I have gained experience working in a social services agency that helps families in crisis situations by providing counseling and other assistance.  My work experiences have desired me to help children with developmental disorders progress to their greatest ability.  


The graduate program in Behavior Analysis at Western Michigan University will provide me with an opportunity to develop both as a scholar and a clinician.  In addition, it will provide me with knowledge of behavior analysis to facilitate my career while working with children having developmental disorders.  I am interested in performing research pertaining to evaluating and intervening with children with autism, assessing and treating abnormal behavior in children with developmental disorders, and applied intervention for children with ADHD.  After achieving a Master’s Degree at Western Michigan University, I plan to utilize my academic knowledge of behavior analysis to increase my comprehension, hopefully with a Limited License to Practice in Michigan.  After gaining this field experience, I plan to return to Western Michigan University to obtain a Doctor of Philosophy in Applied Behavior Analysis.  I thank you for your consideration and time.

