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You should spend about 40 minutes on this 
task and write at least 250 words. 
 
You should use your own ideas of 
knowledge and experience and support your 
arguments with examples and relevant 
evidence. 
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Do children learn more quickly than adults? 
 
Small children seem to learn very quickly, while adults sometimes appear to 
lose the ability to pick up new subjects such as languages, music, games, or 
computer programs.  
 
It is undoubtedly true that children seem to learn more quickly than adults. 
In just a few years, they can learn how to play a musical instrument, speak 
one or even two new languages, and deal with many subjects at school. 
They even have time for sports and hobbies, and become experts in their 
favorite pastimes. However, how much of this is social pressure and how 
much is genetics? I am convinced that while children's brains have a natural 
ability to absorb new information as part of their developmental growth, 
much of their achievement is because of social pressure. Schools force them 
to take many subjects. Parents force them to practice new sports or to learn 
music. Even their playmates force them to become better at computer games 
or to read Harry Potter novels faster. In summary, children may enjoy 
learning, but their environment also is a big motivating factor. 
 
Adults, on the other hand, are supposed to be poor learners. However, I 
disagree with people who say that adults cannot learn quickly. Adults have 
many skills that compensate for the decline in the ability of the b brain to 
grasp and remember new material. They can organize their learning by 
setting times for reading and practice. They can build on skills and 
experiences they know already. Adults usually can not learn to do ballet or 
to play the violin, but even despite these physical challenges, their 
motivation can often be higher than a child's. Unfortunately, society does 
not encourage many adults to learn. People are busy with families and work, 
and some adults may feel that further learning is pointless, since they have 
already achieved goals at work or in their personal life. 
 
In conclusion, I feel that we cannot generalize about children or adults being 
better learners. It depends on the situation and the motivation of the person, 
and the level of enthusiasm he or she has for learning. 
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Does foreign aid work? Or does it only help the rich country by keeping 
the poorer country dependent? 
 
Today, the world is becoming more and more closely linked. Trade has 
increased and the movement of people between countries is greater than 
ever before. However, billions of people still live in poverty, and in many 
places, the gap between rich and poor is widening. Helping poor countries 
may have some advantages for them; however, it can also bring some 
disadvantages. 
 
There are many reasons for helping poor countries. First of all, there are 
humanitarian reasons. Like individuals who give to charity, many countries 
feel it is their religious, social, or moral duty to help people in other 
countries who are suffering from famine, drought, war, or disease. However, 
many rich countries also donate money for political or diplomatic reasons. 
They want to maintain a relationship of dependency with the recipient, or 
simply to influence the government and direction of the country. A further 
reason why many countries help poor ones is for economic reasons. The 
donors may want to control the supply of commodities such as oil, water, or 
wheat. Alternatively, the richer countries may want to ensure markets for 
their own products, whether these are planes, computers, or shoes. 
 
On the other hand, aid is not necessarily the best way to help a country. For 
one thing, billions of dollars of aid often goes missing, into corrupt 
governments or inefficient administrations. A second point is that many 
foreign aid projects are unsuitable for the target countries. Many agencies 
build huge dams or industrial projects that fail after a few years or that do 
not involve the local people. Furthermore, much aid returns to the donor. 
This can be in the form of expensive specialized equipment and experts 
from the donor country. 
 
There are many other ways we can help poor countries. Opening up trade 
barriers, so that poor countries can sell their goods is one way. Another is to 
remove subsidies so that imported goods from poorer countries can compete 
fairly. A third method is to forgive debts. Many poor countries have huge 
interest repayments on old loans. 
 
The need of the poorer countries may seem obvious. However, although our 
humanity makes us want to help eliminate poverty and suffering, we must 
examine the real needs of poor countries and implement solutions that will 
benefit both them and us. 
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There are an increasing number of juvenile delinquents. Analyze the 
possible causes that give rise to this phenomenon, and offer some feasible 
recommendations. 
 
Reporters in newspapers or magazines show an increasing number of 
juvenile delinquents. To my mind, the causes of the worrying phenomenon 
are difficult to isolate. 
 
First of all, it is partly attributed to the disorder and non-self-discipline of 
the media. In order to attract and hold more audience, violence is used 
excessively in some TV shows and films. They have great influence on the 
value system and behaviors of young people. Unable to distinguish between 
reality and fiction, some teenagers who view shows in which violence is 
very realistic, frequently repeated or unpunished, are prone to imitate what 
they see. Another factor leading to juvenile delinquents comes from the 
family. With the increasing of divorce rate, more and more teenagers live in 
single-parent or step families. Their particular needs may be ignored and 
hence feel hurt or isolated. In this condition they are susceptible to some 
negative influences from bad friends and commit crimes. 
 
Moreover, schools are also responsible for the increasing number of juvenile 
delinquents. Most schools put subjects relevant to examinations as a high 
place, but consider little about moral or law courses. It leads to the lack of 
law awareness among students. They do not even realize some illegal 
actions are against laws. 
 
It is not easy to solve the problem immediately, which involves cooperation 
of the whole society. The government must take strict measures to control 
the media violence. The divorce couples should do their best to create a 
warm family for their children. As to schools, it is important to pay more 
attention to the moral and law education of students. We hope juvenile 
delinquents will disappear under all the efforts. 
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When designing a building, the most important factor is inside use of the 
building rather than its outside appearance. Do you agree or disagree? 
 
Which is more important, function or appearance? This has always been a 
hot topic for many years. As people are becoming more and more practical, 
they pay great emphasis on functions of things. But when people are 
satisfied with material life, they have spiritual requirement. And aesthetics 
is one of their pursuits. 
 
The basic requirement of a building is its inside use. No one buys a house 
that he cannot live in only to appreciate its appearance. Modern people are 
practical, so we never do things that cannot benefit us. But with the new 
techniques and advanced tools, up until now, human beings have no 
problem to construct a building to satisfy our practical use, thus in this 
sense, on the basis of usefulness, we have a higher requirement of 
beautifulness. That is why our world has become more and more beautiful. 
 
However, it also depends on different cases. Building used for exhibition 
should not be the same with those used for residence. Great buildings for 
exhibitions or used as museums are art works themselves and worthy of our 
appreciating. The most famous buildings are the ones that have unique 
appearance, and people visit them from all over the world because these 
buildings are beautiful. If building is only for us to live in, then there is no 
necessity to invite a famous architect to design such an elegant house for us. 
Such buildings are also out of our purchasing power. 
 
All in all, the inside use and the appearance are both very important. But it 
doesn't mean that we should always give the same to the two. It should 
depend on concrete occasions. 



12 / IELTS ESSAYS AND LETTERS 

 
Many people are optimistic to the 21st century and see it as an opportunity 
to make positive changes to the world. To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with their optimism? What changes would you like to be made in 
the new century? 
 
Many people are optimistic to the 21st century. They hold the belief that 
people's life and the relationship between nations will be improved greatly 
in the new century. They see it as an opportunity to make positive changes 
to the world. Personally I am in favor of the opinion. 
 
Firstly, the new century has seen a radical improvement in high technology, 
which provides effective methods to some intractable problem problems that 
have long haunted man, like starvation, incurable diseases, water shortage, 
and so on. Properly used, the new technology will benefit man greatly. 
Although some people are technology pessimists and hold that high tech 
will harm or even destroy the human beings, it cannot be denied that 
technology improves our life dramatically, making a decent life possible. 
 
In addition to the progress in technology, the communication between 
countries has been promoted at an unprecedented level. Unlike before when 
individual countries struggled for development of economy or society, the 
globalization links the whole world together. Despite the existing 
divergence between some nations, the world is more and more likely to be a 
complete unit, where countries have common interests and prospects. 
 
To sum up, I am optimistic that the world will undertake positive changes in 
the new century. Thanks to the appliance of new techniques, man will be 
able to tackle some spiny problems. Gene engineering, for example, will be 
applied widely and help us resolve the problem of food shortage in poverty-
stricken countries. Some deadly diseases like cancers will be curable. And 
with the development of globalization, I hope developed countries will 
attend more to small developing countries, making a peaceful and 
flourishing world. 
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The government should control the amount of violence in films and on 
television in order to decrease the violent crimes in society. To what extent 
do you agree or disagree with this issue. 
 
Nowadays there is a large amount of violence in films and on television. I 
agree that the government should take some effective measures to control 
the amount of the violence in order to decrease the violent crimes in society. 
 
Although we cannot establish a simple, direct, cause-and-effect relationship 
between media violence and violence in our society, there has been 
extensive research indicating that those who as children are exposed to 
violent TV shows or films are much more likely to later be convicted of 
crime. Because as the main mass media, TV and films can be a powerful 
influence in developing value systems and shaping behavior, especially to 
the young people. A case in point is that the study shows girls who watch 
more than an average amount of violence tend to throw things at their 
husbands, and the boys who grow up watching violent TV shows are more 
likely to be violent with their wives. 
 
Another reason is that too much media violence makes people become 
"immune" to the horror of violence and gradually accept violence as a way 
to solve problems. They may think society justice cannot be realized in 
reasonable and fair ways. Violence worship becomes more and more 
popular among some young people, which will pose a potential danger to 
the security of society. 
 
The government should be aware that TV or film violence would not 
disappear even if the harms can be realized widely. Violence is being used 
as a superficial way to attract and hold audience. In order to decrease the 
violent crimes in society the government should establish strict laws to 
control or even prohibit the violence on TV and in Films. 
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Many problems in schools are aroused by the attitudes of students. How 
do these problems form? What should we do to change the situation?  
 
 
School violence has become very protrusive in many countries in recent 
years, most of which are caused by the attitudes of some students. Some 
governments and authorities show great concerns about these problems. 
From my point of view, these problems are aroused by three factors: the 
development of society, the influence of family and media, and the 
weakness of school education. 
The rapid development of the society offers more opportunities for the 
young students to contact the outside world. Due to the lack of social 
experience, some youngsters are not capable of distinguishing right from 
wrong. Also, curiosity drives them into imitating what they see on TV or 
from the people around them. Therefore, it is easy for them to be addicted to 
alcohol, smoking, and drugs. Some students even smoke and take drugs at 
school.  
 
Family violence is another major factor causing problems in schools. Family 
violence hurts children both physically and psychologically. Physically, 
family violence will hurt their tender body because children are still in the 
stage of development. Psychologically, physical punishment will hurt 
children's self-confidence and make them have a tendency of violence. 
Recently, school gunshots hit the headlines frequently, which should partly 
be attributed to family violence. 
 
Finally, the weakness of school education is another factor causing school 
problems. Some schools only stress students' achievements in their studies, 
neglecting their moral education. Therefore, even some top students are apt 
to stride on the criminal road.  
 
To solve these problems, I think we should take the following measures. 
Firstly, schools should strengthen students' moral education, giving them 
correct directions and cultivating their ability to tell right from wrong. 
Secondly, parents should spare some time to communicate with their 
children, resolving difficulties and trouble for them timely. If the school and 
family can join hands in solving these problems, I think students will 
develop healthily and, the environment in schools will become much 
clearer.  
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Young people are important resources to their country, but 
governments may ignore some problems faced by young people 
in running the country. From your point of view what these 
problems might be and give your ideal suggestions to solve 
them. 
 
It is an obvious fact that the young generation of every country can be very 
valuable and important resources to that country. This important fact, 
however, is sometimes ignored by governments, and these governments do 
not take young people seriously to solve the problems that their countries 
face. 
 
The major problem, to my mind, lies in education. Despite the increasing 
number of young people accessible to universities or colleges, there are still 
lots of young people who give no chance to receive advanced education, 
especially, those in poor families in rural areas. The dropout rate of 
teenagers reaches a high percentage in remote rural areas. Besides, there are 
no enough open universities where young people can continue their study. 
 
Another problem faced by most young people is employment. It is more and 
more difficult for young people to get satisfactory jobs nowadays, even if 
they own degrees. Many enterprises and companies prefer experienced job 
seekers. They consider it an extra cost to train young people. The statistical 
data shows that a large number of college graduates in recent years have not 
been employed. And there is a lack of vocational guidance for young people 
in society. 
 
The last but not least is that the mental problems of young people have not 
been paid much attention. They have no proper ways to relieve the pressure 
and anxiety from study and work, which often leads to depression or other 
mental disease. 
 
All in all, I believe the government has much to do to solve these problems. 
Young people in poor families should be supported to continue their study 
and more open universities should be established. The government should 
also provide some social training to help young people gain experience. At 
the same time, more psychology tutorship or consultation for young people 
is necessary. Only when the problems of young people are solved will a 
country develop. 
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People have different expectations for jobs. Some prefer to stay in the 
same job for the same company while others change jobs frequently. 
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of both views. 
 
People have different considerations for the jobs that they choose in their 
life. Some prefer to stay in the same job for the same company while others 
change jobs frequently. In my opinion, both have their own advantages and 
disadvantages. 
 
Those who prefer to have a job lasting from cradle to grave are usually 
steady typed. Many recruiters prize prospective employees who have stayed 
at the same job for several years because they are thought loyal and credible. 
They are also felt to have commitment and devotion to the job. However, 
the greatest risk for this type of employees is that they may acquire a 
reputation as "dead wood" or "lifers" people. They may be thought too lazy 
or not talented enough to change a new job. Once losing the present job for 
any reasons, they will find it difficult to seek a new one for the lack of 
experience. 
 
Job hoppers, on the other hand, have no such worries. They possess a wider 
variety of experience to fit many job situations. Job-hopping seems to be 
looked upon as a way to move upward in responsibility quickly and keep 
skills fresh and up to date. Many employers will often hire the person with a 
wide range of short-term experience over one who has spent many years 
with one employer. However, there are two sides to the issue. If one moves 
from job to job in a couple of years, people may question his or her integrity 
and loyalty. They may be thought unstable or untrustworthy. Some 
recruiters prefer someone with solid experience related to their particular 
field. 
 
Right or wrong, at the moment employers are more forgiving of people who 
have had several jobs. To stay or to leave, it is your own choice. 



IELTS ESSAYS AND LETTERS / 17 
 
Many people complain about workplace pressure. What can employers do 
to reduce the stress? What can the employees themselves do? Give your 
opinions by referring to your own experience. 
 
Workplace pressure is now a common problem to many people. It causes 
depression of the employees and leads to inefficient work. The solution of 
the problem involves the efforts of both employers and employees. 
 
Intentional work, I think, is the main source of the pressure. A qualified 
employer should arrange the work reasonably. Assigning too much work 
makes the employees frustrated. My first boss was a work nut, who always 
demanded us to work overtime. I, as well as other employees, could not 
stand the stress and quit the job. In order to improve the efficiency of work, 
employers should set aside enough time for employees to entertain and rest. 
 
There is some other pressure, I think, which comes from the so-called office 
politics rather than the work itself. As organizers and governors of the 
workplace, employers have the responsibility to create a harmonious and 
amicable working environment, in which employees can coordinate 
smoothly and compete equally. A qualified employer should be good at 
inspiring employees' competitive spirit but not jealousy. My present boss, 
whom I admire very much, never believed any slanderous talks and always 
made advisable judgment on some dissensions. He won the belief of 
employees and it was the belief that reduced pressure of the employees. 
 
As to employees themselves, they need to adjust their mood during the 
work. Planning in advance is a good way to reduce the pressure coming 
from the piles of work. I always make a plan at the beginning of every 
month. In addition, harmonious relationship with my work-workers helps 
me forget the stress at the job and concentrate on my work. 
 
All in all, efficient work comes from good mental and physical health. Both 
employers and employees should cooperate to reduce the stress in 
workplace.  
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Should criminals be sent to prison or should they do something else as a 
punishment? Explain your opinion and give your reasons. 
 
In recent years, a growing number of people have begun to challenge 
against the existing practice of sending criminals to prison. They argue that 
the law offenders should be punished to do something for the public. In my 
opinion, however, they should be locked up in prisons. 
 
First of all, keeping criminals in prisons can ensure a safe and comfortable 
living environment to the law-abiding citizens. For criminals like thieves, 
robbers, rapists or even murderers, it is improper or even dangerous to let 
them out of jails, because they still pose threat to our society. Just as an old 
saying goes, "Mercy to the criminal may be cruelty to the people." 
 
The imprisonment of criminals not only punishes the criminals but also 
deters the potential criminals. It will make would-be criminals think twice 
before they commit a crime. Researches reveal that there is a direct link 
between the implementation of imprisoning criminals and the decline of 
crime rate. Without the practice, the world would be in great chaos and full 
of blood and violence. 
 
Some people may say that the practice lays heavy financial burden on the 
government. In fact, if the police want the behavior of the criminals to be 
under control, they have to spend more money and time in supervising the 
criminals after they are set free. Furthermore, once the criminals commit 
crimes again, it will take the police much trouble to catch them. In addition, 
the loss and the damage to the victims will be irreparable. 
 
From what I mentioned above, it is not difficult to draw a conclusion that 
criminals should be imprisoned in jails and receive compulsory reclaim. 
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Nowadays surveillance cameras are widely used in supermarkets. Some 
think that this is a violation of human rights, while others insist that they 
are for the benefits of the supermarkets. Discuss both views and give your 
opinion. 
 
Nowadays supermarkets not only make a lot of money for their owners, but 
also bring them some trouble. How can they prevent theft without annoying 
their customers? The use of surveillance cameras seems a good solution. 
But more and more arguments arise with the increasing use of such cameras. 
Before giving my opinion, I think it is important to look at the argument on 
both sides. 
 
Those who support using surveillance cameras in supermarkets insist that it 
is the best way to protect the owners' profits. Firstly, a camera is more 
effective than security guards. One camera can easily cover an area for 
which three or four security guards are needed. Secondly, a camera is much 
more objective, sometimes our eyes might deceive us, while a machine can 
record exactly what happens. It can prevent much unnecessary 
embarrassment. 
 
On the other hand, some people voice doubts about the installation of 
surveillance cameras. The most important reason for their disapproval is that 
such instruments show distrust of customers. Customers should not be 
watched suspiciously as if they were criminals. Cameras can become 
evidence of a serious violation of human rights. 
 
From my point of view, the best solution is for both sides to respect each 
other's needs. The shopkeeper should place surveillance cameras in such a 
way that the customer does not feel that he or she is being spied upon. At 
the same time, the customer should respect the shopkeeper's concern about 
theft. 
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Should governments spend money on art, when they have so many other 
important issues and concerns? 
 
Many people's lives are richer because of art _ music, paintings, calligraphy, 
pictures, sculptures, poems, and movies. However, some people feel that 
governments should be spending money on housing, medical care, or 
defense, instead of on art.  
 
There are several reasons why governments should not finance artists. First 
of all, artists should have to follow the same rules as the rest of the market. 
If there is a demand for their music or sculpture, then they will be rich. 
Secondly, politicians generally do not have good taste. They will waste 
public money on popular art or on their own preferences. But the main 
reason why governments should minimize spending on the art world is that 
there are more important areas like housing, roads, hospitals, and factories 
which nee the money first. 
 
However, it would be wrong to say that governments should not spend any 
money at all on art. Everybody needs some beauty in their life, but not 
everyone can afford Picasso or a piece of music. Governments should 
provide money for museums or concert halls for everyone. Another point is 
that art allows people to express themselves and this is good for society, 
culture and thought. Thirdly, artists can be good for the economy by 
producing music, films, and attracting tourists. 
 
All in all, governments should prioritize their spending carefully, but they 
should also allocate some of their budget for art. It is part of their duty to 
society and to future generations. 
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Should smoking be banned completely? 
 
Some people suggest that the government should ban smoking completely. 
Indeed, smoking is harmful to people's health and it violates the rights and 
freedom of nonsmokers. However, in my opinion, smoking should not be 
totally banned for the following reasons.  
 
Tobacco is a wonderful commodity to tax. It contributes much to the 
government's revenue. For example, the government collects enough from 
smokers to pay for its entire educational facilities. If smoking is banned, 
there will be a great loss to the government's income. In addition, more 
serious social problems will arise such as unemployment because tobacco 
industry employs a lot of workers. 
 
Those who strongly approve of the ban lay too much emphasis on the rights 
of nonsmokers. They ignore smokers' rights. Smoking is just a personal 
hobby and amusement. It is a kind of lifestyle. It is a stress reliever and can 
bring great pleasure to smokers. Furthermore, for smokers, nothing seems 
more difficult and painful than giving up the habit. 
 
However, we must admit that smoking is detrimental to people's health. The 
harm that smoking brings to people's health is undeniable. Thousands of 
people die of lung cancer all over the world every year, and it is said by 
doctors that smoking is the main cause of lung cancer. Smoking not only 
harms smokers but also the people who are related to them such as the 
members of their families, their children, and their co-workers. 
 
To sum up, even though I am not a smoker, and in fact I am allergic to 
tobacco, I don't think that I have the right to decide about somebody else's 
freedom of choice. Those who smoke really enjoy smoking even though 
they know it may be harmful for them. Yet I believe that smokers should 
also take into consideration that many people don't like the smell of tobacco, 
and if they wish to smoke, they had better not do it in public places. 
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People nowadays work hard to buy more things. This has made our lives 
generally more comfortable but many traditional values and customs have 
been lost and this is a pity. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 
 
With the development of the global economy, it enables a vas majority of 
people to afford to purchase more commodities, which assures people of a 
more comfortable life but many traditional cultures are being replaced with 
materialism. Being rich and living the "good life" with all modern 
conveniences is becoming more and more important to many people than 
maintaining traditional values and customs. In my view, it is a pity if we 
can't retain valuable traditional values; on the other hand, it is natural for 
some outdated ones to fade or disappear. 
 
When people work harder and have sufficient money for their life, they tend 
to be more self-conscious and abandon some traditional political values, 
such as respect for the rulers and superiors, obedience to their orders, 
uncritical acceptance of certain sacrifices and discriminations. It is natural to 
cast off the above traditions and accept a more equal and democratic value 
system. 
 
Many traditions are valuable and have been lost through ages. As people are 
enjoying more comfortable material life, they gradually develop their own 
set of values in order to enjoy their own style of life. They adopt some 
practical and adulterated content, even of low standard. They show 
disrespect for tradition, and look down on public opinion and law. Along 
with that, many social evils and crimes which had disappeared for many 
years or been greatly reduced now rise again. In contrast to the past, 
economic, material values now carry more weight than spiritual ones. 
Personal benefit is a stronger motivation than collective benefit. People rate 
highly a comfortable material life, looking down upon altruism and not 
paying attention to other people. 
 
The typical of the national culture, such as the virtues encouraging peace 
and harmony, should be maintained and promoted. It is not bad that people 
work hard to ensure a basis of solid material resources. However, from 
traditional values one must retain the positive ones for the benign 
development of people themselves and the society. Otherwise, human 
beings will be corrupted by the immoral behaviors and values. 
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In many countries television shows many foreign-made programs. The 
dominance of imported entertainment is harmful to the cultures of these 
countries. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 
 
In developing countries, where resources limit domestic production of TV 
programs and movies, many of these programs and movies are imported 
from developed countries that produce them easily and excessively. These 
programs bring people opportunities to broaden outlooks. However, much 
content contains characters and messages that, at best, are simply not 
relevant to local cultures, and at worst convey violent images and mass 
marketing messages, which threatens cultural identification and values. In 
addition, the pervasive programs block the citizens to have access to their 
own cultural products. 
 
Many people may see the effects that the foreign-made programs bring to 
the scattered culture. Citizens may be less identified with their own 
traditions and habits. What is the worse is that people do not see the 
dominance of commercialism on TV programs, which converts their 
national and cultural awareness. Few are really aware that television 
programs exist solely as a means of delivering culture as a marketing tool. 
The commercial advertising has moved from the obvious and easily ignored 
sponsorship of programming to more advanced and effective means. The 
viewers' consumption trends will be influenced by the foreign-made 
programs. 
 
Television programs define the modes of education and discourse. Most 
imported TV programs are entertaining, supported by superficial self-
esteem. They seldom encourage viewers to think deeply about the meaning 
of life. The viewers may even be lost in the jungle of mixed cultures. They 
may also abandon the essence of their own culture to pursue the fashionable 
but valueless part of foreign culture. 
 
To save our culture from being overwhelmed by foreign entertainment 
imports, the government should encourage and invest on programs and 
policies in domestic cultural industries to ensure the citizens are not affected 
by foreign culture that has fundamental difference with the local one. The 
government should also develop competitive environment for the 
production and distribution of national content in all media. 
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Environment problems are too big for individual countries or people to 
solve. Rather, it should be dealt with at an international level. Do you 
agree or disagree? 
 
Human society has developed into a stage where environmental problems 
have gone beyond national borders and become an issue that can be only 
solved by the cooperation of all countries in the world. 
 
First, the seriousness of the environmental problems has gone beyond the 
individual country's ability to solve. The environment has been polluted for 
hundreds of years by all people in every country. So it is impossible to ask 
one country to solve the problem of the human society. Second, the 
environment of the whole globe is a unity and it cannot be treated separately 
by each country. For example, the air pollution of carbon dioxide in one 
country will cause warmth of the whole globe and ultimately affect other 
countries. Third, due to lacking of capital and advanced technology, some 
countries are not capable of dealing with the environment problems. They 
need the international assistance. 
 
However, when we emphasize on the solution of the environmental 
problems at the international level, it is by no means the excuse for 
individual countries or people to pass the buck to others. Since it is the 
problem of the whole human society, each member of world community has 
his own duty. Only when every individual takes up his responsibility can the 
problem be solved. Furthermore, there are rich countries and poor countries. 
It is impossible for each country to take up the same duty for the existence 
of different national powers. Rich countries should not refuse to make 
contributions at the excuse that poor countries take less responsibility. And 
on the other hand, poor countries should not give up the hope to solve the 
problem at the excuse of lacking the ability. 
 
We have only one earth. Only under the efforts of all the countries can we 
make better of our home. Each member should make his own contribution. 
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Should experiments be conducted on animals for the benefit of human 
beings? 
 
Every day, thousands of people are saved from painful diseases and death 
by powerful medical drugs and treatments. The incredible gift of medicine 
would not be possible without animal testing. Despite these overwhelming 
benefits, however, some people are calling for animal testing to be banned 
because of alleged cruelty.  
 
Those against the use of animal testing claim that it is inhumane to use 
animals in experiments. I disagree completely. It would be much more 
inhumane to test new drugs on children or adults. Even if it were possible, it 
would also take much longer to see potential effects, because of the length 
of time we live compared to laboratory animals such as rats or rabbits. 
 
Opponents of animal testing also claim that the results are not applicable to 
humans. This may be partly true. Some drugs have had to be withdrawn, 
despite testing. However, we simply do not have alternative methods of 
testing. Computer models are not advanced enough, and testing on plants is 
much less applicable to humans than tests on animals such as monkeys. 
Until we have a better system, we must use animal testing. 
 
A further point often raised against animal testing is that it is cruel. Some of 
the tests certainly seem painful, but the great majority of people on this 
planet eat meat or wear leather without any guilt. Where is their sympathy 
for animals? Furthermore, animals clearly do not feel the same way as 
humans, and scientists are careful to minimize stress in the animals, since 
this would damage their research. 
 
I agree that we need to make sure that animals that are used for testing new 
products have the minimum of suffering. However, I am convinced that 
animal testing is necessary, and that it will continue to benefit humans in 
new and wonderful ways. 
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Some people believe that commodities that are popular among consumers 
reflect the power of advertisement rather than the real needs of people. Do 
you agree or disagree? 
 
Whether we like it or not, advertisement has been pouring into our daily life. 
They are so powerful that some people believe that it is not the needs of 
people but the power advertisement that makes commodities popular. 
Personally I don't agree with this opinion. 
 
First, let's make clear what the real needs of people are. Real needs can be 
divided into two categories: the material satisfaction and spiritual 
satisfaction. People tend to regard material satisfaction as real needs and 
spiritual satisfaction as waste of money and time. This is not true. Some 
commodities may not be useful but they give the owner a kind of 
satisfaction. 
 
Second, let's make clear the reason why advertisement is powerful. The key 
principle of advertisement is to grasp the needs of consumers, then pass the 
potential consumers the information that their commodities can meet the 
need. Advertisers can promote the needs of people, exploit the needs or even 
produce the needs of people. But whatever they do, it will be based on the 
needs of people. 
 
However, there are some advertisements that exaggerate the functions of the 
commodities to tell the wrong information to consumers. They make the 
commodities popular by cheating the majority of consumers. And also, there 
are some commodities that do harm to the healthy of consumers and to the 
society. For example, smoking is poisonous, but the advertisements try to 
make a heroic image of the smokers, as a result, smoking is popular among 
young people who are dreaming to become heroes. But such advertisements 
are minorities. 
 
In summary, advertisements bring us convenience to choose the 
commodities that can meet our needs. Most of the commodities are popular 
due to their usefulness. Only some of them are due to the influence of 
advertisement. 
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Should famous people have more privacy? Do the media treat celebrities 
fairly? 
 
Being famous is not as easy as one can think. Newspapers, television and 
the Internet can make you very well-known, but they can also take away 
your privacy. 
 
Famous people depend on the media. Without films, television, magazines, 
radio, and other media, there would be no money for actors or musicians, 
and politicians would not get elected. Without advertisement, super stars 
would not get huge contracts. However, in return for publicity and even 
more fame and money, celebrities sell part of their personal and professional 
lives. Often, their friends and families suffer too. 
 
The media, in turn, depend on celebrities. Sport heroes, super models, and 
politicians fill the pages of our papers and our television screens. But the 
relationship can easily go wrong. Too much attention from the media can 
drive some celebrities crazy. The families are affected, and relationships 
break down. Their work or social life suffers, leading to even more rumors 
and media stories. Like a pack of wild dogs, the press feeds on its victims 
and fights over the bones. Sometimes, the media have a duty to do. It must 
tell the public about some wrongdoing or some crooked business deal. But 
usually the main business of the media is to sell more magazines or 
advertisements, and when it has chewed up one victim, the pack will move 
to the next. 
 
In conclusion, there is a constant battle between media and celebrities, and 
often there are human victims. The next time you read about the latest 
footballer or singer, think about the human behind the story. 
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Some people believe that the spread of TV has made families less close. To 
what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion? 
 
As one of the most important inventions of the past century, TV is playing a 
more and more important role in modern life. However, some people are 
starting to worry about its negative effects on traditional families. I am 
convinced that the existence of TV has brought about alienation among 
family members. 
 
First, watching TV occupies our time to communicate with our families. TV 
provides a ready means of relaxation for people who spend their days doing 
routine and busy jobs. As soon as TV enters into our home, most of our free 
time is controlled by it. What is more, the one-eyed monster requires 
absolute silence and attention. If any member dares to open his mouth, the 
others order him to shut up immediately. Therefore, we communicate less 
with our family members. 
 
Furthermore, families often quarrel over what programs they should watch. 
Thanks to hardworking TV workers, we enjoy more TV channels and more 
colorful TV programs. But a question has arisen: it is difficult for families to 
choose a common channel because they have different interests. The father 
of the family wants to watch the news program, while the mother of the 
family wishes to watch a soap opera series. The son of the family wants to 
watch the sports program while the daughter of the family likes to watch the 
music channel. It is inevitable to give rise to quarrel among them. 
 
In addition, poor-quality TV programs can have severe effects on people's 
mood and behavior. For instance, a person who watches too many idealized 
programs may become unrealistic. Moreover, unhealthy programs which 
contain obscene and violent contents may cause people's curiosity. 
 
In conclusion, I think that TV indeed has led alienation among family 
members. We should be aware about the problem. Something should be 
done as soon as possible to protect the families from the negative effects of 
television. For example, we should reduce the time spent in front of the little 
screen and spend more time with our families together. 
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Some people say that earlier technologies changed our life more than 
recent technologies. To what extent do you agree with this view? 
 
I don't really think that the earlier technologies changed our life more than 
technologies that have been created in recent years. The new technologies 
that are being used by people now have had unprecedented impacts on our 
life. 
 
In communication, recent technologies such as the Internet bring us more 
convenience. Some years ago, people had to get what they wanted through 
looking into a lot of information. At last people could become tired and 
spent too much time. Now, if you use the Internet, getting information 
becomes just a piece of cake. Only by clicking on few keys on your laptop 
computer, you will gain what you expect. Frankly speaking, people who 
have some ideas of it cannot deny the merits born with the system. For 
instance, it can improve proficiency in scientific research, because by means 
of it scientists and researchers can get a global look at the latest 
development in the field concerned and accordingly they need spend no 
time doing what has already been done. In view of personal communication, 
the most convenient means could be peculiar to the Internet, too. 
 
In transportation, compared with the earlier technologies such as railroad, 
modern ocean liner, and motor vehicle, recent technologies such as jet plane 
have made our lives more comfortable and provided great possibilities for 
modern commercial development and industrialization. The airplanes which 
are widely used now have reached an average speed of 500 to 1000 
kilometers per hour. They are indisputably the fastest means of 
transportation. They are twenty times faster than ships, seven times faster 
than cars, and five times faster than trains. In a world like ours where 
efficiency is the most important factor, taking flights is definitely is 
fantastic. 
 
To sum up, I think that recent technologies have changed our life style more 
than earlier technologies. What we have achieved in technology during the 
last 50 years overweighs all the achievement in technologies in the history 
of mankind. 
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Some people believe that since information is available on the Internet, it 
is not necessary for young people to attend schools. Do you agree with this 
assumption or not. 
 
With the prevalence of the Internet, a great variety of information is now 
available to people. Many of them are acquiring knowledge from it, and 
some say that in this way, schools are no longer necessary. I totally disagree 
with this opinion because the Internet learning still has many defects despite 
its merits. 
 
As we all know, the Internet learning has the flexibility to study in any 
convenient location and at a personal speed and intensity. The courses are 
available at virtually any time or location and thus are accessible to a far 
broader range of students. 
 
However, the Internet learning has its weaknesses that only traditional 
schooling can make up. First of all, there is very little social contact. The 
Internet learning has traditionally had the disadvantage of lack of 
interactivity, and although now the teachers and students are able to interact 
in real time and to access institutions' resources more broadly and rapidly, 
there is still the feeling of passivity. Distance learning is still considered by 
some academic administrators a second-rate mode of education, to be 
resorted to only when campus-based study is not possible. 
 
Secondly, when a course is presented to students outside the usual 
classroom environment, it demands a significant level of maturity and 
commitment from the students. Some courses or programs demand 
additional support such as library resources, counseling, etc. In addition, 
some students need the psychological reinforcement of the traditional 
classroom. There are even some students who need help in setting the pace. 
The knowledge gained from the Internet lacks the flexibility to respond to 
students' unexpected insights or reactions. 
 
All in all, traditional schools provide the students with a systematic syllabus, 
experienced teachers, and wild social activities. It is and will still be a 
necessary educational place for the learners. 
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Should old people stay at home or be placed in nursing homes? 
 
Parents have devoted all their lives and energy to their children and when 
they are old, it is time for their children to repay their care and love. 
Therefore,, it seems that it should be the children's responsibility to take 
good care of their parents in their later years. However, I believe that a 
better way of ensuring that aged parents lead a happy and healthy life is to 
put them in nursing homes. 
 
By living in nursing homes, old parents have more opportunities to 
communicate with their peers. Keeping each other's company, they don't 
feel lonely and can do a great deal of things together, such as morning 
exercise, playing games, and exchanging memories and stories from their 
past. On the other hand, if they live at home, they are often left alone when 
their children and grandchildren are away working or studying. 
 
Moreover, in such retirement homes, aging people can receive intensive 
medical care from professional doctors. Besides, they can receive a proper 
diet prepared by dieticians to meet their individual requirements. This is 
especially good for those old people in poor health. Furthermore, they could 
have regular medical check-ups so that any disease could be diagnosed in its 
early stage. What is the most beneficial is that if any disease strikes them, 
medical services are immediately available. 
 
In fact, there are also benefits for children's work and study when nursing 
homes take over the task of caring for the elderly. Children, free from care, 
can devote themselves to work or study and achieve more success. 
 
Since nursing homes benefit seniors and other family members so much, I 
believe that old people should be sent to nursing homes. 
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Families are not as close as before. Give reasons for this change, and 
suggest some ways to bring families closer. 
 
In the past, a family was a very important concept in people's minds, and it 
was the center or many people's lives. Nowadays, however, the relationship 
between family members is not as close as before. But as to what factors 
contribute to this phenomenon, different people have diverse opinions. As 
far as I am concerned, there are some major factors causing the lack of 
appropriate relationship among the members of a family. 
 
The first reason is that people spend more time on their study and work. 
Compared with the past, people face fierce competition and suffer from 
great pressure. Therefore, they have to devote more time and energy to their 
careers. Some people are too occupied to spar time for their family. What is 
more, many jobs require people to work in other cities and many children 
have to leave their parents at an early age to study or work elsewhere. As 
time passes, these people become emotionally estranged from their parents. 
 
Another reason is that there are more entertainment forms available. 
Nowadays high technology brings us more interesting things which can 
easily attract people's attention, such as watching TV, surfing the Internet or 
playing video games. As a result, people are indulged in these activities, 
totally neglecting the feelings of other family members. 
 
To bring families closer, people put forward various suggestions. Firstly, 
never bring your work home and leave it in your office. We should spare 
more time with family members no matter how occupied we are. Secondly, 
try to squeeze some time for a regular family dinner because dinner time is a 
perfect time and opportunity for people to exchange their feelings and ideas. 
Last but not least, we should teach the children the sense of family when 
they are still young. 
 
Family is the basic unit of a society. It plays a significant role in our lives. 
In order to enjoy a harmonious family life and maintain a stable society, we 
should take efforts to create a close family relationship. 
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Some people think that children of different abilities should be educated 
together. Other people think that it is better to teach the intelligent 
children separately and with special treatment. What do you think? 
 
Intelligence test orientations to identify giftedness suggest that talented 
learners are those who answer quickly a number of types of complex 
questions. Speeding these children through the education system as quickly 
as possible might meet their needs. Gifted children think differently from 
non-gifted children, if they are educated separately and are provided with a 
qualitatively different curriculum, they will develop much better in their 
growing process. 
 
Every child is able to learn something, but some children are able to learn 
much more than other children. Not every child is truly gifted. Most are 
average, and many are below average. It doesn't serve the needs of children 
with intellectual deficits to pretend that they are geniuses, and it doesn't 
serve the needs of truly gifted children to pretend that they are just like their 
classmates. They know better, and need to learn more. 
 
If we don't have special teaching for the intelligent children, the gifted 
student will not have anyone at his or her intellectual level to interact with. 
If all children are grouped together regardless of intellectual ability, teachers 
will be forced to teach to the students of lowest ability while the rest of the 
class waits for them to catch up. In such an environment, the problems seem 
to be arising when the children are moving too slowly through the school 
system and are not getting stimulated enough, thus resulting in them 
becoming bored, losing faith in the education system and rebelling in many 
ways. Some are leaving early due to work being too easy and some are 
seeking attention through being class clown through boredom. 
 
The fact is that intellectually gifted children are different from other 
students. When we refund programs for gifted and talented students, we 
should invest in the children that have the greatest potential to improve the 
lives of the next generation. 
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Some people think the university education is to prepare students for 
employment. Others think it has other functions. Discuss and say what 
other functions might be. 
 
Some people think that the purpose of higher education is to prepare 
educated people for employment. While we admit that preparation for 
employment is an important function of education, it is not the only one. We 
should see this issue with an all-sided view. 
 
In the perspective of society, education is for improvement. Students make 
use of what they have learned to create new theories and tools. This is the 
way in which our human society develops. And also, through education, 
government can teach people how to be appropriate citizens, thus in this 
way, people's moralities and behaviors are constrained in a value system and 
the social stability can be maintained. 
 
In the perspective of individuals, education can enrich personal lives. 
Through education, we can explore different cultures and customs. Thus, in 
this way education can open our eyes and broaden our mind. And education 
can also meet interests of each student. 
 
While of course, all the functions mentioned above have one common 
prerequisite: one can make a living in the first place. For this society is 
practical, many university students have studied for four years, but their 
ability to deal with practical things is too low to be acceptable. Therefore, 
education should provide the basic general knowledge to university students 
so that they can get employed and make a living. And if a nation wants to 
develop and to compete with other nations, it needs skilled workers to 
support economic development and to maintain the people creative, which 
can only be achieved through education. 
 
As a result, it has some sense to realize that students' preparation for 
employment is the function of education, but it has far more functions which 
should not be neglected. 
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University graduates receive higher salaries than those who have a lower 
education. Therefore, some people say such students should pay for all 
their tuition fees. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 
 
Some people assert that government should be responsible for the full 
tuition of college students because they are the cream of society and 
contribute much to the society. This argument is true to some degree. 
Nevertheless, there are more reasons why university students should support 
themselves for the full tuition of their tertiary education. 
 
First of all, it can ensure the quality of college education. Compared with 
the elementary and secondary education, the college education is operating 
in a quite different system, which covers a great variety of research fields 
and involves numerous distinguished professors and projects. In other 
words, it needs a great sum of money. If this complicated system is 
supported by the nation without much income from the beneficiaries 
(college students), it will exert very heavy pressure on the country's 
economy. If the government is unable to invest enough money on university 
education because of the limited budget, the quality of education will be 
undermined. 
 
In the second place, it is a quite fair practice. Most of the countries in the 
world are supporting the elementary and secondary education, which is 
reasonable since the citizens should be encouraged to receive basic 
education and which is advantageous for the development of the nation. 
However, it is unnecessary that all the citizens go to colleges. Some high 
school leavers give up their further study because they have their own life 
aim. That is to say, going to university is a totally personal choice. 
Therefore, it is not unreasonable that the people who make such choice pay 
for it. 
 
From the above views, I hold the opinion that college students should pay 
for the full tuition, which can both guarantee the quality of higher education 
and be a reasonable practice. However, I believe that for those talented 
students who may not be able to afford the tuition there must be some state 
universities where they can study without paying the tuition. 
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Some people think that examinations have some bad effects on both 
students and teachers. Some people say they do a good job in the 
evaluation of the students' performance. What is your opinion? 
 
From elementary schools to universities, students have to take many 
examinations. They even regard examinations as an indispensable part of 
their life. In most schools and colleges, examinations are used as a chief 
means of deciding whether a student succeeds or fails in a subject. However, 
although they do the job efficiently, their side effects are also enormous. 
 
Examinations are unable to evaluate one's true ability. They can only test 
memory or the skill of working rapidly under pressure. Sometimes the 
future of a candidate may be decided in a single examination. How can one 
do his best when he is under the extreme pressure? In other words, it does 
not mean that all of those who get high scores on examinations possess 
creativity in dealing with various problems. There are many stories that 
examination failures turn out to be great scientists or successful 
entrepreneurs.  
 
Another effect is that examinations encourage bad study habits. Students 
tend to lay emphasis on the content which will be tested. They are 
encouraged to memorize rather that to think. Moreover, examinations 
induce cramming during the exam week. However, after the examination, 
most children forget nearly all the information and facts they stuff into their 
heads. 
 
Examinations lower the standards of teaching as well. They deprive teachers 
of all freedom. Since teachers themselves are often judged by examination 
results, they have to train students in exam techniques instead of teaching 
their subjects. Furthermore, students are required to learn only what teachers 
tell them. 
 
In conclusion, even though examinations have been used in the past, they 
should no longer be used as the only means of evaluation. They cannot 
assess a student's performance in learning and they also have negative 
impacts on both students and teachers. 
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Some people think that, in order to improve the quality of education, 
students should be encouraged to evaluate and criticize their teachers. 
Others feel that this will result in a loss of respect and discipline in the 
classroom. What do you think?   
 
In many universities, students are asked to evaluate their teachers after each 
course. Some people believe that the system has many advantages to the 
students and the teachers. Others argue that it would lead to poor discipline 
in the classroom. Indeed, evaluation of their teachers by students has both 
pros and cons. 
 
There are many drawbacks in student assessment. First of al, students are 
very young, and compared with their teachers, are less knowledgeable both 
in theory and practice on a subject. Therefore, they are unable to evaluate 
their teachers' performance in a sound way. Secondly, student assessment 
would lead to poor discipline in the classroom. If each of the students is 
allowed to decide on what, how, and when to learn, classroom management 
becomes impossible. Thirdly, in order to gain a better evaluation, teachers 
would seek to please each of the students by lowering the study 
requirements. This would do harm to students' academic performance in the 
long run. 
 
However, advocates of student assessment have their reasons. Firstly, this 
kind of feedback can be used to improve teachers' performance. Teaching 
methods can only be successful if they are student-centered. Therefore, 
listening to the students' constructive suggestions, teachers will have a better 
idea of what students' needs are and can then adjust their teaching to meet 
them. Secondly, the process of writing evaluations will help the students 
think in their own way independently. Students should be encouraged to 
learn by even challenging their teachers' thinking. Thirdly, the matter could 
be considered in a commercial way. Teachers are those who provide paid 
educational services while students, paying for their education, are 
customers. In this way, it can be fully justified that students have the right to 
evaluate the services they receive. 
 
In my opinion, student evaluations of teachers would be beneficial to both 
teachers and students. Of course, the evaluations must be done responsibly, 
but when the students feel that their views are important and are listened to, 
I think they will do their best to contribute to the improvement in education. 
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Some people believe that children should engage in educational pursuits 
in their spare time, otherwise they are wasting their time. To what extent 
do you agree or disagree with this view? 
 
Many parents regretfully observe that their children are unable to come up 
with anything to do in their spare time besides turning on the TV or playing 
video games. I agree that children should make the best use of their spare 
time, and therefore, educational programs should be their firs choice when 
they are free. 
 
The first reason is that educational activities, if properly planned and carried 
out, play a fundamental role in building children's characters. Children are 
in the process of forming their outlook of the outside world as of 
themselves. By engaging in educational pursuits in their spare time, they 
have the opportunity to develop themselves, to enlarge their horizons and to 
discover the pleasure of doing things in a creative way. Educational 
activities may also help children to learn and develop the skills of gaining 
fulfillment from doing things. 
 
The second factor is that educational activities also help children to learn 
and develop the skills. What is the main task of children? It is not only 
playing but also learning. Almost all the parents do not wish their children 
can only watch TV after they grow up. Children themselves also hope they 
can contribute to the world and the people when they enter the society. 
Therefore, it is important for children to do meaningful and valuable things 
in their spare time as reading and studying. 
 
At the same time, the problem with pursuits such as watching TV and 
playing video games, although entertaining, is that they do not contribute to 
children's exploration of either themselves or the outside world in the 
process of their growing up. They do not require children to use any of their 
imagination or creativity. What is more, they are harmful to children's 
intellectual development. Children tend to be satisfied with being couch 
potatoes, happily watching the screen all the time. 
 
To sum up, it is wise for children to discover the joy of doing educational 
things when they are not otherwise engaged. They will find that the 
experience of searching and understanding is both useful and thoroughly 
satisfying as well as being the basis of many skills applicable to both 
academic and non-academic tasks. 
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Should athletes have a high salary? 
 
Millions of people have enjoyed watching recent world sport event. People 
around the world enjoy great fun from the excellent performance of the 
champions. But meanwhile, a new issue arises. Should athletes have a high 
salary? From my point of view, I think they should get a good pay. 
 
Firstly, the development of athletic level represents for the power of a 
country. Athletes make great contributions to the society and earn great 
glories to their country. When our national anthem is played in the stadium, 
we feel very proud of our country's strength. Therefore, a high salary is a 
reward to the efforts that athletes have made. 
 
Secondly, athletes devote themselves fully to the training and exercises. 
Every day, they do a lot of exercises with a view to setting new record in the 
sports games. Athletes are apt to be hurt in the matches, because some 
sports games are dangerous, for example, football and boxing. High pay 
guarantees prompt and good medical care if they get hurt.  
 
Thirdly, the athletic career is very short. Many athletes retire when they are 
still quite young. High salary can ensure that they can have a better life after 
they retire. If they want a further study, they will have no financial burdens. 
 
However, we have also noticed that some athletes cheat the referees and 
spectators in order to get money. Some of them even bribe the judges and 
referees. The government must take some measures to prohibit this kind of 
corruption. 
 
To sum up, it is reasonable for athletes to get high salary because they are 
worth of it. 
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The rate of young women crimes is rising in the current society. What are 
the causes and how can we solve this problem? 
 
Juvenile delinquency is a very serious problem confronting us in modern 
society. At the same time, the rate of young women crimes spearheads very 
fast. Some sociologists and educationists show great concerns about this 
problem. 
 
First of all, the rapid development of society and the changes of people's 
value of the world account mainly for the issue. In the old days, women 
were confined to housework and baby-sitting, which barricaded women's 
steps. Now, with the eye-catching development of economy, many young 
women go out to find a job, which renders them more opportunities to 
contact the outside world. As a consequence, young women are apt to be 
influenced by the illegal behavior in the society. 
 
Secondly, women's quality attributes partly to the rise of criminal rate. The 
prosperity and luxury in some metropolises are very attractive to some 
young women. Some of them leave the countryside in the hope that they can 
make a good fortune in the cities, where they often find themselves 
disappointed for lack of good education or skills. Therefore, some of them 
feel despaired and embark on the criminal road.  
 
The last factor is the over-description of violence on the media. TV is the 
most powerful medium, which transforms abundant information around the 
world. However, some programs are full of violence description and bloody 
contents, which are easy to make young women astray.  
 
In order to solve the problem, people think up various solutions. From my 
point of view, I think the following are worth mentioning. On the one hand, 
the government should pay more attention to the problem and issue relevant 
laws to crack down young women crimes. Meanwhile, we should strengthen 
education and raise the quality of people, helping them set up a correct 
outlook of the world. Only when the government and the society join hands 
in solving the problem will the rate of young women crimes fall down.  
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Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of studying abroad/working 
abroad for a period of time. 
 
With the rapid development of society, we have entered an era of 
information explosion. In order to acquire more knowledge, more and more 
people decide to further their study abroad. Studying abroad brings about 
many advantages. It widens students' knowledge and horizons, and 
meanwhile cultivates their independence and personalities. 
 
Firstly, students can learn advanced knowledge and experience abroad. 
Since the reform and the policy of opening to the outside world, my country 
has strengthened cooperation with many countries. As a result, the scientific 
and technological level has been improved very rapidly. However, 
compared with the developed countries in the world, we still have a very 
long way to go. Studying abroad provides opportunities to students, who can 
learn advanced knowledge and management experience, so as to enhance 
the scientific level in our country. 
 
Secondly, studying abroad can cultivate students' ability to live 
independently and their characters. Students have to deal with many 
problems when they study abroad. They have to learn how to be accustomed 
to a new environment and how to get along with the teachers and 
classmates. During their study, they can acquire some interpersonal skills. 
 
Finally, studying abroad can provide a good language environment to 
students and make it easy to pick up a language. Foreign language is a tool 
employed to communicate with each other. It can remove language barrier 
and make international cooperation much easier. 
 
However, "Every coin has its two sides". Studying abroad also brings about 
many disadvantages. Firstly, students will be confronted with so many 
psychological problems. They often feel lonely and helpless in a new 
environment. Furthermore, the tuition is very high, which is a very heavy 
financial burden to the people with average income. 
 
To sum up, the advantages of studying abroad outweigh the disadvantages 
greatly. We encourage students study abroad. When they accomplish their 
curriculum, they can make more contributions to the construction of our 
society. 
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Do you think that the money of taxes should be used to maintain roads, or 
should it be used to improve transportation? 
 
To construct and maintain roads is a public service administered by the 
government. However, where does the money come from? Somebody 
believe that the government should allocate money from national finance on 
the road construction; others think that the roads are constructed for people, 
so every tax-payer has the responsibility for constructing and maintaining 
the roads. It is so-called "what is taken from the people is used in the 
interests of the people." 
 
To the first opinion, since government is an administrative organ and has 
responsibility to do overall plan on those public services of city 
construction, including constructing the road. They think that the 
government should make plans and allocate every penny on all things 
concerning people’s life. 
 
However, in reality the government cannot do all specific plans and money 
allocations on every detail concerning the society running. It only has the 
right of macro-adjustment and control. To be specific, on  road construction, 
many people believe that based on the principle above, since the road is 
constructed for the convenience of people, every tax-payer has duty to 
devote a little on the road construction, which is not only for the city overall 
plan, but also for their own use fundamentally. Once the constructions 
finish, the roads will be wider and longer, the facilities along the roads will 
be better in use. By then people could further improve their working 
efficiency, etc. 
 
As far as I am concerned, the second opinion is more reasonable and 
feasible because it has two advantages: Firstly, the government could reduce 
heavy burdens easily and make clear the usage of money. Secondly, tax-
payers are clear about the usage of money they turn over, thus improving the 
transparency. Consequently, it is a good measure for both sides to allocate 
money from the tax paid by people on the road construction. 
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Some families give pocket money to their children so that they can buy the 
things they need during the week. Discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of pocket money. 
 
With the development of our modern society, people's living conditions 
become much more comfortable. But along with intense competition, 
parents have less time to consider children’s needs in all-round. One method 
to solve this contradiction is to give children some pocket money. Pocket 
money is useful to children. However, the question is whether children are 
careful enough to make correct use of this money. There are two viewpoints 
about the pocket money. Some people think that giving children pocket 
money will make them become luxurious. Others think that will not lead to 
such disadvantage. In my opinion, both views are partially reasonable. 
 
Some people believe that giving children pocket money really has many 
advantages. With pocket money, children can buy their daily necessities 
such as pencils, little toys, and snack food they like. It will give children a 
certain freedom to select what they want, make them aware of the rules of 
the equivalent exchange. Since time is very precious to parents, giving 
pocket money to children helps them to save time spent in shopping, and 
use it to earn more money. 
 
On the other hand, some others insist that there are undoubtedly some 
disadvantages in spending pocket money. First, young children do not know 
how to use pocket money appropriately. They possibly consume all the 
money to buy expensive merchandise that they like, and then ask their 
parents for extra money. Some parents spoil their children and always give 
them a large amount of pocket money. Such conditions will make children 
become more and more lavish in spending money. Second, since adults do 
not supervise the procedure of shopping, children could probably buy 
something that is not suitable for their age, such as adult magazines.  
 
Judging these two viewpoints mentioned above, I think that parents should 
give their children a limited amount of pocket money. There are some 
preconditions: the amount of pocket money must be finite; parents should 
instruct their children how to use the money moderately and what is suitable 
to them. Also, for costly merchandise, parents themselves should take 
children to buy it. With these preconditions, pocket money will do no harm 
to children.  
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Should parents put more time with their children? 
 
In modern societies, both parents have their jobs. With the development of 
economy, people tend to pursue high quality living conditions. Most of the 
parents try their best to offer their children comfortable circumstances, but 
they seldom have time to stay with their children. In my point of view, no 
matter how busy they are, they should make the best use of their time to stay 
with their children. 
 
First, the love between children and parents will be improved by spending 
more time on their children. Children could feel parent’s affection through 
the genial conversation and sharing their pleasure with them. Every time 
when parents take them to a park, help them to prepare their birthday 
parties, applaud for them when they are competing in the sports meeting, the 
time they spend with children will become treasure in their memories.  
 
Second, children need the direction from their parents. There are some 
wrong behaviors in our society such as dishonesty, corruption, violence, and 
so on. Children have weak resistance in defending this detrimental 
influence. In this case, parents’ instructions seem to be very important to 
children’s growth. Parents should sit down and talk with their children about 
what they should do and what they should not do. In addition, if parents 
often spend time in staying with their children, adults’ good behavior will 
greatly influence their children. 
 
However, it should not be forgotten that there are some disadvantages in 
spending too much time on children. Some parents restrict their children, 
and give them little freedom to develop their interests. Therefore, I 
emphasize that parents should educate and instruct their children 
appropriately in their spare time apart from their busy works. 
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Children learn best by observing the behavior of adults and copying it. To 
what extent do you agree or disagree with this view. 
 
The Process of growing up is very complex for children. Among countless 
factors that influence children's growth, the behavior of adults plays a 
significant role in shaping children's inclination and character. After the 
baby is born, the first and the nearest adults are his/her parents. Although 
the baby is just slurring pronunciation, the little baby has started to learn 
from their parents by observing and copying the adults' talk. This learning 
environment is important for the babies.  
 
There is a special case reported by the press. A baby was abandoned when 
she was born. A sow fed her as a piglet. When she was about eight years 
old, some villagers found her, her intelligence was just similar to the two-
year old baby and all of her behaviors were looked like a pig. From this 
case, we know a child is a "mirror" which will reflect the behavior of the 
closest adults.  
 
Along with the children's growth, adults will influence them much more, 
such as logical thinking, making decisions, cooperation with others, etc. The 
behavior of adults can have on children both good and bad influence. Most 
of the behaviors represent adults' inclination. For instance, if media report 
chiefly on the shadow side of the society, children will easily incline to 
violence and excessive crimes. Therefore, they will be infected with bad 
mental state.  
 
Behavior is a direct and convincing method to teach children. Things are 
easier said than done. Parents always tell children those principles 
repeatedly, but most children can not accept it through these boring method. 
Adult’s behavior is the most effective education method to let them observe 
the whole process of how to deal with the problems. The children will learn 
from you in a natural way. 
 
Children are like young trees, they need to be carefully irrigated, fertilized 
and trimmed. Our behavior will be greatly helpful to shape them into useful 
talents. 
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Zoos are sometimes seen as the necessary but poor alternative to a natural 
environment. Is it necessary to keep animals in zoos? 
 
In the modern society, zoos are almost indispensable places in large cities so 
that people could enjoy visiting them. In some large zoos, there are various 
animals from the sky to sea and from primitive invertebrates to advanced 
mammals. In the zoos, all animals, including those rare animals, such as 
pandas, African elephants, and North-East tigers, could enjoy good care and 
protection away from any hurt. However, along with the stronger natural 
environmental protection consciousness, many people think that to put 
animals into small cages will change their living instincts, and therefore 
break the ecological balance. 
 
Viewed from the basic relations between animals and human beings, 
animals should have the equal freedom with human beings. They are all 
forms of life. Animals have their own living instinct, and it is this instinct 
that forms the biological chain of the Earth. This relation is called 
Ecological Balance academically. For example, the food circle of insect, 
bird, and snake is very common in nature. If most birds in a region are killed 
and locked into cages by human beings, the pests will eat out all crops, and 
snakes will lose a large part of food (bird)-resources, therefore, they are led 
to starvation and death.  
 
This opinion sounds ideal theoretically. However, in reality human beings 
and other animals cannot stay together peacefully on the Earth. Because of 
human beings lust for fortune, many valuable animals are killed or sold, 
especially those endangered species. Therefore, zoos appear as an active 
way for people to protect those poor animals. First, this is an action not only 
for animals but also for human being itself. Once the biological chain is 
broken, human beings will be punished inevitably. Next, zoos can serve a 
purpose of educating and entertaining people, narrowing the distance 
between human beings and animals. Last, zoos can be a scientific study 
center to rescue more endangered spices and make animal’s better serve 
peoples need. 
 
The key point of this topic is freedom or protection. In my opinion, these 
two aspects can be unified. It is necessary to keep animals in zoos for the 
purpose of protection, teaching and research. Lets think it further, the 
purpose of all these actions is to make animals live more happily; therefore, 
we will be able to maintain the ecological balance, thus protecting our own 
living environment. 
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As reading is important for a good education, we should encourage our 
children to read whatever appeals to them. To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with this view? 
 
The famous English philosopher Francis Bacon said, "Reading makes a full 
man". Reading books can strongly shape you inclination, mature your 
thoughts, widen you horizon and enrich your personality. Life is limited, but 
knowledge is boundless. The more books we read, the more knowledge we 
get. Hence, we should encourage our children to read more books.  
 
However, books can also be harmful, particularly the inappropriate books. 
Bad books contain evil thoughts. In them, there might be much description 
about violence, superstition, and crime. Let's suppose that you are in the 
position of a parent. Would you allow your children to read whatever 
appeals to them? If your answer to the question is "yes", you are either 
extremely permissive or just plain irresponsible. If children read bad books, 
the evil thoughts would poison their mind gradually. They will be dispirited 
and perhaps commit a crime.  
 
Good books, on the other hand, teach and help children to do good things. 
Good books are children's real companions, and they are both instructive 
and inspiring. Children know past events from history books, study 
communication by language books, learn about space and numbers through 
mathematics books. In a word, different kinds of good books can give them 
a large amount of idea and knowledge. 
 
Consequently, those who read good books can be inspired to grow healthily, 
while those who read bad ones will lead a wicked life and meet with 
miserable failure. Therefore, before we encourage our children to read 
books, we should teach and help them to identify good and bad books. 
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Some families think that they should not have television at home because 
it has negative effects on their children's creativity. Do you agree or 
disagree? 
 
With the rapid development of science and technology, television, as a new 
invention in the 20th century, has become very popular in people's life. 
People can be informed of the latest news and enjoy the colorful programs 
at home. In my opinion, television will not affect children’s creativity as it is 
often exaggerated. 
 
Firstly, television is the most effective tool to inform children of the latest 
news and scientific development over the world. Television tells us about 
the latest development of some researches, such as clone technology, 
Genetic breakthroughs, new computing technology, and so on, which can 
stimulate the imagination of children and encourage them to carry out 
relevant experiments, making new findings and breakthroughs in their 
study. 
 
Secondly, some programs like adventures and geography can enlarge 
children’s knowledge of scope. With the emergence of information 
technology, the knowledge in textbooks cannot satisfy children’s curiosity 
any more. Children need to learn wider knowledge and know more about 
our world. Programs like adventures can cultivate children’s creativity and 
the ability to tackle difficulty. Programs like geography can teach children 
knowledge about different countries in the world and initiate their aspiration 
to know about the nature. Programs about science can inspire children’s 
interest in science and technology. 
 
However, the improper programs on television sometimes play negative role 
in the growth of children. The shots about violence and crimes can make 
children walk on the criminal road. 
 
To sum up, I believe that television will not influence children’s creativity. 
But meanwhile, the government and the whole society should do their 
utmost to prohibit inappropriate contents on TV and provide children with a 
clean growing environment. 
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Intelligent machines such as robots are widely applied to take the place of 
human beings. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of using 
machines in industry. 
 
The technology of intelligent machines improves amazingly with the help of 
artificial intelligence. Robots, known as steel-collar workers, are widely 
employed in different aspects of life and industry such as marine research, 
space exploration and some modern assembly lines. Robots bring about 
advantages undoubtedly, and meanwhile, they are not as versatile as 
expected. 
 
The advantages of robots are innumerable. The employment of robots on 
assembly lines saves a lot of labor forces. Robots are widely used in 
developed countries. In Japan, one out of ten thousand workers are robots, 
which not only improve the working efficiency but also enhance accuracy. 
That is the reason why robots are so popular in automobile industry and 
electronic production line.  
 
Another merit is that robots can take the place of human beings and work in 
the dangerous environment or the places not accessible for us. Human 
beings have extended their cognition to the outer space, where there are 
considerable unpredictable dangers. Robots can work in any kind of 
situation, no matter how awful the environment is. In hospitals, robots work 
as professional doctors doing operation on patients. Furthermore, robots can 
work around the clock never knowing what tiredness is. 
 
However, the disadvantages of robots are undeniable. Firstly, all robots and 
other intelligent machines are designed by human beings. What robots do is 
follow the instructions and pre-set programs by human beings. If there is 
something wrong with the electric circuit or programs, robots will become 
good-for-nothing machines. Besides, robots cannot work creatively when 
confronted with complicated situations.  
 
In short, robots are subsidiary to human beings. No matter how competent 
they are in various kinds of fields, robots will never take the place of human 
beings and play a decisive role in our work and life.  
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It is said that people's life is now becoming more and more stressful. What 
are the causes and how can we solve it? 
 
The acceleration of industrialization and the prosperity of economy benefit 
our society a great deal. However, with the speeding up of economic 
development, people are facing more and more pressure from various 
aspects of their life. This essay will explore the causes for the heavy 
pressure and put forward some feasible solutions.  
 
One of the major causes is that people's living rhythm has been promoted 
immensely with the upgrading of neo-knowledge and hi-tech. To keep 
abreast with the society, people have to work intensively on the one hand 
and improve their knowledge on the other. The economic globalization 
strengthened international cooperation and expanded people's scope of 
activity. The fierce social competition deprives people of their spare time 
and makes their life more stressful.  
 
Another factor comes from the pressure of people’s family. People in the 
current society have to shoulder the responsibility of family maintenance. 
On the one hand, people have to care for their parents, creating for them a 
happy and comfortable life. On the other hand, they have to give their 
children good education. In order to earn more money, people have to work 
very hard to finance their family.  
 
If people live in heavy pressure, they will have problems both physically 
and psychologically. To relieve the pressure, I think the following 
suggestions are feasible and practical. Firstly, people are suggested to go in 
for some sports games in their spare time or at the weekend. Sports can 
build up people’s physique and make them vigorous. Secondly, people 
should communicate with others frequently and confess their trouble and 
difficulty to others, which is a very magic way to release ones pressure. 
Finally, people have to find a balance between money and health. 
Otherwise, one's health will be overdrawn and spoiled by money earning.  
 
In brief, good life should not be obtained at the price of the deterioration of 
ones health. People should improve their living pattern and lead a life of 
high quality.  
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Scientist use living animals to carry their research. Some people think it is 
interesting, while other people think it is cruel. What do you think?  
 
Concerning the issue whether scientists should use living animals for 
scientific research, people hold different views. Some people claim that it is 
cruel, while some other people argue that it is beneficial to the development 
of science. As far as I am concerned, I am in favor of carrying out 
experiments on animals.  
 
Firstly, scientists can do initial experiments on animals to test the effect of 
new medicine. Scientists have founded so many milestones on the way to 
medical development. But they can not find effective treatment to some 
diseases like cancer and HIV, which are fatal to people's health. Through 
experiments on animals, scientists can not only understand the pathology of 
some diseases but also try the effect of medicine and find the most effective 
treatment to these diseases, making great breakthroughs in the field of 
medicine. 
 
Secondly, by using living animals in the laboratory, lecturers in universities 
or in some research institutes can demonstrate the anatomic knowledge to 
the students who are majoring in medicine, rendering students a direct 
understanding of biological knowledge which can improve the level of 
medical research and make great contributions to the medical science. 
Without experiments on living animals, genetic technology could not have 
developed so quickly. Actually, most scientists attribute their success and 
breakthroughs to experiments on animals. 
 
Finally, some animals can provide human beings with essential organs for 
transplantation. Genetic technology will change the genes of some animals. 
In the near future, organs of animals will take the place of artificial organs 
like heart pumps, prolonging patients’ lives.  
 
However, researches on living animals face a moral problem because 
animals are also creatures in the nature which possess equal rights as human 
beings. On second thoughts, it is worthwhile for the purpose to accelerate 
the development of science and the progress of human civilization.  
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Should old people live with young people together, or should they live in 
the clubs for old people? 
 
With the development of society, we have stepped into an old-man's world. 
Many countries and governments are much concerned about the situation 
confronting us, especially how old men can live a happy life. Under this 
circumstance, many old-man clubs bamboo up with the view to provide old 
men a better place to settle down. In my opinion, this is a good practice to 
solve old-men's problems. 
 
Firstly, many young people are quite busy nowadays. They devote 
themselves wholly to their work and life, so they cannot spare enough time 
to stay with their parents. Old-man clubs can offer bounteous food and 
entertainment facilities to old people, rendering them a happy life there. In 
the old-man clubs, they can also make some new companions and friends 
and establish good relation with them. 
 
Secondly, with the acceleration of people's living pace, many young people 
are facing heavy pressure from the society, their work, and families. If they 
live together with their parents, they will shoulder the responsibility to care 
for them and their pressure will become heavier and heavier. Old-man clubs 
relieve the heavy burden of them and make them concentrate fully on their 
work.  
 
Finally, old-man clubs can also give careful medical services to old people. 
If old men live with their family, they are not ensured to be sent to the 
hospital immediately after they get ill. In the old-man clubs, they can get 
good medical care and recover soon. However, everything has double folds. 
Sometimes, old people feel very lonely because they often think of their 
daughters, sons, and grandchildren. They prefer family atmosphere. 
 
To sum up, I think the existence of old-man clubs is a good thing for old 
people. It provides the old people with a better environment. However, old-
man clubs are not a paradise definitely, which is a compromise to family 
intimation.  
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The development of science and technology benefits our life. However, 
scientists cannot find effective solutions to the problems they created. To 
what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion? 
 
The development of science and technology makes our life more 
comfortable and convenient. However, scientists have created many 
problems, which are not easy to be resolved, such as air pollution, the 
deterioration of environment, and the scarcity of natural resources, to which 
we must find some solutions. 
 
Modern science and technology render people many advantages. Modern 
telecommunication shortens the distance among people and makes 
communication much easier. The Internet is widely used now not only for 
collecting of abundant information but also for correspondence. E-mail, the 
most effective communication device now, is becoming very popular. 
Besides, telephone and mobile phone make contact more convenient than 
ever.  
 
Modern transportation, such as airplanes and high-speed trains make our 
journey smooth and fast. With the help of modern transportation, people can 
go everywhere they prefer to. The journey to outer space and other planets is 
not a dream any more. Rockets and space shuttles can help us realize the 
dream of space travel.  
 
Modern medicine prolongs people’s life and relieves patients of sufferings 
from many diseases. Cancer and AIDS are fatal to people's health. Thanks 
to the endeavors scientists have made, these diseases become treatable. 
 
However, the process of scientific development also arouses many sever 
problems to human beings. The Internet, though widely used in modern 
communication, is easy to be destroyed by a computer virus. Outer space 
exploration has produced much waste in the space. A tiny metal, a screw, 
for example can destroy a flying man-made satellite. Industrialization is 
making natural resources scarce. 
 
Confronted with these problems, scientists are seeking prompt and feasible 
solutions. The development of science and technology brings about both 
positive and negative effects to us. We must eliminate the negative effects to 
the least extent.  



54 / IELTS ESSAYS AND LETTERS 

 
What disadvantages will people meet if they cannot use computers? What 
should our government do? 
 
Computer plays a very important role in people's work and life. We cannot 
imagine what our world would be like without computer. With the 
popularization of computer knowledge, computer is widely used in every 
aspect of peoples work and life. If a person cannot use computer, he will be 
confronted with a lot of trouble and difficulty. 
 
Firstly, most machines and equipment are controlled by computer 
nowadays, for example, automobile industry, manufacturing, power station 
and even airplanes are all managed by the computer. If a person cannot use 
computer, he will have difficulty in operating machines. It is hard to 
imagine that a pilot can fly an airplane without intimate knowledge of 
computer. Without computer knowledge, people can not fit in with the 
rhythm of our society. 
 
Secondly, people can acquire rich information on computer through the 
Internet. The Internet, which abounds in innumerable valuable information, 
provides people with a lot of information about world events, art, movies, 
and the latest development of science and technology. If a person cannot use 
computer, he will be out of fashion and lag far behind others.  
 
Finally, computer plays a very important role in education. For instance, 
students have to revise their thesis when they are fulfilling their thesis. 
Without a computer, the revision work will be tedious and frustrating. In 
addition, students can study long-distance courses on computer through the 
Internet, which can enlarge their knowledge. 
 
Taking into account of the disadvantages mentioned above, I think the 
government should do something to popularize computer knowledge. On 
the one hand, the government and the authorities concerned should 
popularize computer knowledge in primary schools and secondary schools, 
laying a solid foundation of computer knowledge for students. On the other 
hand, the society and the communities should organize some training 
courses for the people who cannot use computer. To sum up, the 
popularization of computer knowledge will not only benefit the people who 
cannot use computer but also the whole society.  
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Sports encourage competition rather than cooperation. Therefore, sports 
should not be encouraged at school. To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the statement? 
 
Sports enrich student’s campus life and energize their physiques. Faced with 
immense pressure from work and study, more and more people begin to 
realize the importance of physical training. However, there is a heated 
debate over whether sports should be encouraged in school. As for me, I 
cannot see any contradiction between cooperation and competition.  
 
On the one hand, competition is the driving force of social progress. 
Without exception, the development of athletics attributes mainly to the 
competition in sports. Competition, the motivation of athletic development, 
not only stimulates athlete’s desire for winning a game, but also entertains 
the audience. If there is no competition in sports, NBA games, for instance, 
will not be that attractive and exciting.  
 
On the other hand, competition is not the decisive factor to win a game. 
Some sports games such as football, basketball and boat racing require 
cooperation without which some athletes and sports stars will not be so 
brilliant. The World Cup gives us a very convincing illustration. Soccer, an 
overwhelming team game in the world, implies both fantastic individual 
skills and good cooperation between the players. Therefore, sports can 
cultivate pupils’ team spirit and strengthen the unity of a class. 
 
To sum up, competition does not result in hatred between rivalries as 
expected. On the contrary, it plays a very active role in the building-up of 
friendship and the relationship between the people from different races, 
religions, cultures and political backgrounds. Personally, I advocate the 
encouragement of sports at school because sports benefit students both 
physically and psychologically. 
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Creative artists should be given freedom to express their ideas (words, 
pictures, music, and films). However some people think that governments 
should take some restriction with them. To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the opinion? 
 
The responsibility of an artist is to create art works to cater for people's 
needs for aesthetic pleasure and enjoyment. Some masterpieces by the 
world-renowned artists like Shakespeare, the greatest poet in British 
literature; Vinci, the most famous Italian artist, architect, and sculptor 
impress people around the world deeply. From my point of view, the 
government should not give restrictions to artists. On the contrary, their 
creativity and innovation should be encouraged. 
 
Creativity is the source of arts. The development of literature is a very vivid 
illustration. From Classicism to Romanticism, from Renaissance to Realism, 
from Humanity to Post-modernism, all the styles of literature reflect 
people's thinking and have epoch-making significance. Suppose there was 
only one style of literature. People would not appreciate so abundant poetry 
and novels, and our world would become so monotonous. 
 
Furthermore, restrictions on creativity will arouse tragedies, one of which is 
burning books. A very good example of this is shown in a movie in which 
the authorities of an imaginary society can not tolerate the content of literary 
books and order the elimination of world masterpieces. However, the people 
in that society memorize books in order to revive them in the minds and 
hearts of coming generations. History proves that only when a government 
encourages people to express their own idea and thought freely can their 
country make progress and prosper.  
 
Finally, I will quote a classic sentence from a famous article entitled Give 
Me Liberty, Or Give Me Death by Patrick Henry, one of the greatest writers 
in American history. He mentions: "I know not what course others may 
take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!"  
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Will the popularity of English and tourism harm the minorities and minor 
languages? 
 
Economic globalization benefits the world immensely, especially the 
prosperity of tourism. As a result, the cultures, languages and customs in the 
minorities are not mysterious to the world any more, which should be 
attributed to the popularity of tourism.  
 
It is a consensus that tourism can stimulate the economic development in a 
region since tourism plays an important role in the acceleration of the 
improvement of social services such as transportation, accommodation, 
catering, and other marginal business. With a view to attracting more 
tourists, the minority regions have to consider how to improve their image 
and services during the course of which they can have an overall plan to 
promote the status of their region. Nowadays, many people travel to 
minority regions to satisfy their curiosity where they can have unexpected 
findings.  
 
Furthermore, tourism can strengthen the interflow of cultures and traditions 
between the people in different regions. Trips to minority countries and 
regions render people a lot of new cultures and customs which, presumably, 
have been handed down from old ages and enjoyed very splendid history. 
Formerly, people could only get some segments about the minorities from 
videos, films and other incomplete descriptions on books. Now, tourists 
have more opportunities to communicate or even live with the minority 
people and acquire first-hand knowledge about them which provides 
researchers with a lot of authentic information. 
 
Admittedly, tourism damages the natural environment in some minority 
regions and spoils the peaceful life of them to some degree due to their 
frequent activities in the minority regions. The environment is deteriorated 
in some regions which is not what we expected.  
 
Generally, the popularity of English and tourism brings more advantages 
than damage to the minority regions since it has enriched people's 
knowledge and widened their horizons. But meanwhile, we should be on the 
alert for the damage to the minority regions and take effective means to 
tackle the problems that tourism arouses.  
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Many problems in schools are aroused by the attitudes of students. How 
do these problems form? What should we do to change the situation? 
 
School violence has become very protrusive in many countries most of 
which are caused by the attitudes of students. Some governments and the 
authorities show great concerns about the problems. From my point of view, 
these problems are aroused by three factors: the development of society, the 
influence of family and media, and the weakness of school education.  
 
The rapid development of the society offers more opportunities for the 
young students to contact the outside world. Due to the lack of social 
experience, some youngsters are not capable of distinguishing right from 
wrong. Curiosity drives them into imitating what they see on TV or from the 
people around them. Therefore, it is easy for them to be addicted to smoking 
and drugs. Some students even smoke and take drugs at school.  
 
Family violence is another major factor causing problems in schools. Family 
violence hurt children both physically and psychologically. Physically, 
family violence will hurt their tender body because children are still in the 
stage of development. Psychologically, physical punishment will hurt 
children's self-confidence and make them have a tendency of violence. 
Recently, school gunshots hit the headlines frequently, which should partly 
be attributed to family violence. 
 
Finally, the weakness of school education is another factor causing school 
problems. Some schools only stress students' achievements in their study, 
neglecting their moral education. Therefore, even some top students are apt 
to stride on the criminal road.  
 
To solve these problems, I think we should take the following measures. 
Firstly, schools should strengthen students' moral education, giving them 
correct directions and cultivating their ability to tell right from wrong. 
Secondly, parents should spare some time to communicate with their 
children, resolving difficulties and troubles for them timely. If the school 
and family can join hands in solving these problems, I think students will 
develop healthily and the environment in schools will become much clearer.  



IELTS ESSAYS AND LETTERS / 59 

 
More and more women go out to work. Is it the government's 
responsibility to subsidize them and provide free staff and facilities to care 
for their children? To what extent do you agree or disagree with this idea? 
 
The rapid development of economy and society results in the significant 
improvement of women's social status. More and more women, confined to 
baby-sitting and chores previously, have stepped out of their family and 
become career women. But in the meantime, career women are confronted 
with considerable nuisances, one of which is baby caring.  
 
Women's participation in the employment contributes a great deal to the 
society. Thanks to women's patience, warmth and carefulness, most women 
are employed as secretaries, nurses, consultants, baby sitters, and many 
other important jobs. But due to the pressure from work and family, they 
cannot concentrate themselves fully on their work. Some countries and 
governments adopted some active measures to resolve the contradiction, 
such as the policy of feasible working time which renders women some 
freedom. However, this is not a radical solution. 
 
From my point of view, the government should subsidize women in baby 
caring and provide charge-free facilities and working staff to relieve women 
of their pressure. On the one hand, women can focus themselves on their 
work and study, with no distraction from their family and children. In 
return, factories and companies can benefit a lot from the practice of 
subsidiary, which exempts them from the losses caused by female 
absentees. On the other hand, children enjoy the right of education. Many 
countries give priority to children's education, providing children with free 
elementary schooling, which not only popularizes knowledge but also 
cultivates skilled talent for the society. Besides, the United Nations have 
issued relevant laws and regulations with a view to protecting children's 
educational right.  
 
To sum up, the government should spare no efforts to relieve women of 
their burden and shoulder the responsibility of children's education, which is 
not only the government's obligation but also people's appeal.  
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Some people say that people should have different amount of holiday 
according to their jobs. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this 
opinion? 
 
The development of industrialization and the amazing improvement of 
working efficiency render people more chances to enjoy holidays in the 
current society. Suppose you are making a trip to a place totally strange to 
you. The first thing you do is to find yourself accommodation and lodging. 
But you will feel disappointed the moment you arrive with the situation that 
all hotels, restaurants, stores and even banks are closed because of an 
important holiday, such as Christmas Day or Thanksgiving Day. At this 
moment, you are in the same boat as Robinson Crusoe who was abandoned 
on a lonely island without any help or hope.  
 
To erase the embarrassment, some corporations and governments work out 
some flexible and feasible holiday policies, providing people with 
convenience. Shifting is often adopted by factories and manufacturers 
because it guarantees timely fulfillment of production targets and orders on 
the one hand and gives employees sufficient time for relaxation on the other. 
If needed, employees have to work overtime, with a bonus as a 
compensation for the holiday they missed.  
 
For banks and other public services, things are quite different. Holidays are 
prime time for supermarkets, department stores, restaurants, and retailers. 
Some people like holding parties or having feasts with their friends at the 
weekends, and other people prefer to go shopping in department stores, 
which will take great profits to merchandisers. With large amounts of cash 
flow, banks must keep open from Monday to Sunday.  
 
Teachers enjoy very long holidays during an academic year because they 
can prepare their lectures and lessons for the new semester and relax 
themselves during the holiday. Long holidays are not only beneficial to 
teachers' health but also to students.  
 
Considering the different characteristics of people's employments, I think 
that different people should have different amounts of holidays. At the first 
sight, this idea sounds unfair. But on second thoughts, it is reasonable and 
understandable.  
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Damage to environment is an evitable consequence of the improvement in 
the standard of living. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this 
position? 
 
The improvement of people's living standard owes too much to the rapid 
development of science and technology. However, people nowadays are 
confronted with so many problems, such as the deterioration of 
environment, air pollution, and the exploding expansion of population. 
Some people claim that the damage to environment is an inevitable 
consequence of economic development. From my point of view, this is only 
an excuse for ignoring environmental protection.  
 
In order to make more profit, some manufacturers and factories are only 
keen on the pursuit of profits, caring nothing about the protection of 
environment and the recycling of waste water. For example, many people 
now possess a private car, and the ownership is increasing tremendously 
each month. The exhaust gas and irritating noise impair people's health 
greatly. The prosperity of economy is obtained at the cost of people's health 
and the damage to environment.  
 
The lack of awareness of environmental protection is another factor causing 
damage to environment. Some near-sighted local governments are only 
concerned about economic development but pay little attention to 
environmental protection, misunderstanding that economic development 
says for their achievements and that environmental protection only wastes 
money.  
 
If people and the authorities concerned have a long-term developing 
perspective, I think the damage to environment is avoidable. Along with the 
development of technology and people's living standards, the government 
should take effective measures to handle the problems arising. Meanwhile, 
the manufacturers and factories should consider not only economic profit 
but also social benefit. If the government and people can join hands in 
solving environmental problems, we will enjoy an azure sky and flower 
fragrance in the near future.  
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Should animals be the friends of people or should they be regarded as the 
source of people's food and clothes? State your positions with your own 
experience. 
 
Animals, as intimate friends of human beings, are disappearing with an 
amazing speed on the earth. Biologists and environmental experts point out 
that if the trend does not stop, human beings will lose their best friends and 
face with serious deterioration of environment.  
 
The coexistence of human beings and animals creates perfect harmony in 
the world. Recently, I have been deeply impressed by the book by an 
eleven-year-old French girl named Tippi, who illustrates abundant 
photographs about wild animals in am African tropical forest, depicting the 
intimacy between animals and people.  
 
However, animals are faced with unprecedented threat from human beings. 
To snatch more profit, many people hunt animals illegally. Gazelle, an 
active and innocent animal popular in many countries has become the target 
of many hunters just for its soft furs. Elephant has not escaped the adversity 
of being killed, for ivory is collected as a symbol of fortune by many 
tycoons. The endangered giant pandas are on the edge of disappearance 
from the earth because their inhabitance is seriously destroyed by the 
progress of human civilization. If human beings do not take effective 
measures to protect animals, our descendants can only see their remains and 
fossils in museums. What makes it worse is that the biosphere will be 
damaged immensely and human beings will dwell on a monotonous planet, 
with no birds singing and no flowers scent.  
 
To protect animals means to protect ourselves. The destruction of 
environment is avoidable if human beings can pay more attention to the 
protection of environment in the process of civilization. In the meantime, 
the government and the authorities concerned should strengthen the 
implementation of laws to protect wild animals and crack down on the 
violators, creating a harmonious atmosphere for our planet.  
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TV, the Internet, and radio are very popular nowadays. Some people say 
that they will replace books and written words as the main sources of 
information. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this position? 
 
The Internet and TV, as the mainstream of media, play a very import role in 
information transformation. They present a colorful and vivid world in front 
of us. Some people assert that the Internet and TV would take the place of 
books in a couple of years. However, facts tell us that each medium has its 
own advantages and disadvantages. Books will not retreat from our life. 
 
Admittedly, the Internet and TV bring about many conveniences to us. 
Firstly, the Internet and TV can transform information instantly. They can 
tell us what happened in the world right away with very impressive dynamic 
pictures. During the Olympic Games, many people watched the games on 
TV or the Internet live. The Internet and TV can also tell us the latest 
development of science and technology and the fashion trend nowadays, 
which can keep us abreast with the world. Secondly, the Internet and TV 
also play an important educational role. For instance, people can study 
history, culture, language and cooking skills from some educational 
programs on TV or the Internet. Lastly, People can get entertainment from 
the Internet and TV, which are abundant in interesting and exciting 
electronic games and adventures. 
 
However, we should not neglect the importance of books which are very 
convenient to carry and easy to get. Books are available everywhere, such as 
in the library, in the book stores, in your pocket, or beside your pillow. After 
a days work, we can lay on bed relaxing by reading some novels or 
newspaper. You can read a very interesting story on a train or on the plane. 
TV and the Internet would not be that convenient and furthermore, they 
could cause tiredness sometimes if you sit in front of TV and computer for a 
very long time.  
 
In conclusion, books are one of the main sources of information and they 
are very convenient for people to read. Books will not disappear from our 
life in the future, though TV and the Internet have so profound influence in 
our life.  
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Some people say that computer can translate languages, so children need 
not study foreign languages any more. To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the statement? 
 
With the rapid development of computer science, computer can translate all 
kinds of languages. Therefore, some people say that children need not study 
foreign languages any more. From my point of view, I think computer will 
never take the place of human beings. 
 
Firstly, language is closely related to a country's culture. Through language 
study, students will learn about the culture of a country. For example, if you 
study English, you learn a lot of things about English literature, English 
poetry, English festivals, and English customs. I am English major. I like 
English romantic poems very much. The beautiful verses by Shelley, Burns, 
and other famous English poets are still very popular in modern literature. 
We also enjoy some English festivals like Halloween, April Fools Day, and 
Christmas, when people celebrate in clubs and restaurants and have a lot of 
fun. 
 
Secondly, computer is only a machine, whose programs are designed and 
written by human beings. Without an intimate knowledge of foreign 
languages and translation, we cannot write an efficient translation programs 
for computers, which will be a cold machine and becomes useless.  
 
Thirdly, language study can cultivate a child's intelligence. Language is a 
unique ability of our human beings. Language study can improve children's 
audio ability. They can distinguish the subtle differences of pronunciation 
and rhythm.  
 
However, we don't deny the advantages that computer has brought us. We 
have to read some foreign articles and materials in our study and work. 
Some translation software can give us an immediate explanation of some 
difficult words, which saves us a lot of valuable time.  
 
To sum up, computer will never take the place of human beings as a 
translator or an interpreter because its ability is decided by human beings.  
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Many people think that countries have a moral obligation to help each 
other, while others argue that the aid money is misspent by the 
governments that receive it, so the international aid should not be given to 
the poor countries in the world. Discuss the issue. 
 
 
With the process of economic globalization, many countries and regions have 
strengthened cooperation and liaison in the fields of industry, agriculture, trade, 
and finance. In order to dedicate to the mutual development, many developed 
countries spare no efforts to help the poor countries by means of technological, 
medical, and financial aid, which, to my mind, is quite essential to the development 
of the world.  
 
Firstly, aid from developed countries optimizes people's living standard and 
eradicates poverty in poor countries. Due to the backwardness of science and 
technology, people in some developing countries and regions such as Africa, Latin 
America, and Asia suffer a great deal from poverty, hunger, and the scarce of 
water. International aid from developed countries has improved their living 
environment and helped them with the development of agriculture, industry, and 
economy.  
 
Secondly, international aid gives good medical care and helps promote hygienic 
condition in the poor countries. Malaria, cholera, and smallpox were once severe 
threats to people's health. With the help of the World Health Organization and 
some developed countries, these diseases have been eliminated and the residents in 
the infected areas have survived these deadly diseases, which would have devoured 
millions of lives without international aid. 
 
Finally, aid to developing countries in turn benefits the donators. Due to the 
limitation of natural and human resources, the production cost rises sharply in the 
developed countries. With a view to reducing cost, many countries transferred their 
assembly lines and production bases to the developing countries, which not only 
solves the problem of low rate of employment in the developing countries but also 
makes full use of the local resources.  
 
Nevertheless, some countries are showing great concern about the mal-expense of 
their aid aroused by bureaucracy and corruption of some governments. Therefore, 
the governments should take effective measures to utilize international aids 
reasonably and prevent abuse. Only with the help of international aid can our world 
develop more quickly and prosperously.  
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Traffic is a very serious problem. The pedestrians and bicycle riders are 
facing more and more danger. Many gardens become sacrifices to 
highways. What are the best ways to make citizens satisfied in this 
relation? 
 
Traffic problems have become the biggest concern of many countries in the 
world, not only because of the environmental pollution caused by the 
exhaust gas and irritating noise, but also the menace they make to bicycle 
riders and pedestrians. Furthermore, many gardens and grassland give way 
to the rapid development of traffic facilities like highways, flyovers, and 
avenues, leaving less and less space for the citizens.  
 
Admittedly, the development of road construction stimulates the prosperity 
of economy. For example, the increase of employment rate, the sales of the 
private cars, and the high taxes levied on car owners are what a government 
expects. But as a responsible government, it should have a long-term 
development plan instead of the pursuit of a short-term profit. A responsible 
government should always give priority to peoples appeal.  
 
To make the citizens satisfied, first, a government should preserve for the 
citizens more gardens and meadows, where people can spend their 
weekends with their friends and family. Gardens and meadows can also 
purify the polluted air, creating a good environment to the citizens. Second, 
a government should encourage the use of public transport and limit the 
ownership of private cars. Due to the economic development, many citizens 
can afford a private car. The sales of private cars are increasing every 
month. It is hard to imagine if the current roads can accommodate so large a 
number of cars five or ten years later. Finally, a government should consider 
the relation between economic development and environmental protection, 
leaving more green land to our descendants. 
 
To sum up, economic development and environmental protection do not 
contradict each other. If a government is responsible, it should make no 
efforts to give people a comfortable living environment.  
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Over the past 50 years, young people have gained status and power, but 
old people have lost. What is the cause, and is it a good development or 
bad development.  
 
The knowledge-based society witnessed great changes over the past 
decades. Many young people have taken the place of the old ones and 
gained political and financial power in the world. Bill Gates, the director of 
Microsoft, Tony Blaire, the ex-Prime Minister of Britain and Obama, the 
President of the USA give us vivid illustration. From my point of view, the 
trend is natural and inevitable.  
 
Young people are energetic and vigorous. Most of them have received 
formal education in universities, where they acquired abundant knowledge 
and experience, which are quite essential to their future career. Compared 
with young people, old people's knowledge is out-dated, which does not fit 
in with the development of the current societies. Old people react more 
slowly than young people, who can always make quick judgment and 
prompt decisions. Furthermore, young people are more open-minded than 
old people who have a tendency of conservation. Therefore, young people 
can adapt themselves to the changeable world more easily.  
 
Obviously, this trend brings about both advantages and disadvantages. On 
the one hand, young leaders and powers can inject vigor and new hopes to 
the world, which not only benefits the development of global economy, but 
also establishes multi-lateral relation among the countries in the world. On 
the other hand, young people still lack adequate experience and skills to deal 
with sophisticated national problems and international relations. As a result, 
many young leaders in the world are often criticized for lack of tactics by 
old people. Some young people are very radical when faced with trouble. 
They still have a lot of things to learn.  
 
Generally, old people should offer young guys opportunities to practice their 
abilities and talents. At the same time, young people should learn from old 
ones modestly and make themselves more admirable.  
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Discuss the impacts of 9/11 incident on the world economy. 
 
On September 11th, the whole world was shocked by the terroristic attack 
on New York, the center of America's politics, finance and economy. Four 
airplanes crashed, two of which ruined the twin trade towers, causing 
unprecedented losses. The New York Stocked Exchange was forced to be 
halted for four days, and the financial area in Manhattan a week away. 
According to the report by New York Municipality, the attack resulted in a 
loss of 100 billion dollars, direct or indirect.  
 
Undoubtedly, 9/11 incident makes America's economy slide downward 
more sharply than ever before. In contrast with economic loss, the 
perspective of market becomes more and more uncertain. Market-orientated 
economy requires our confidence in economic rules. Investors are not 
willing to release their capital to the ever-changing market for fear that they 
could not get the expected profit. 9/11 terroristic attack also caused many 
psychological problems to the people in America. The instability of society 
prohibited their trips outside, undermining their anxiety of consumption, 
which is a heavier attack on the stimulation of economic revival.  
 
On the other hand, we should not be too pessimistic about the positive effect 
by the attack. The crackdown on terrorism globally has connected American 
government with other countries which is beneficial to the capital market in 
the world. Furthermore, the war against terrorism stimulates America's 
economy by the dimensional expenditure and cutdown of taxes. An open 
financial market, flexible policy and advantageous information technology 
foretell vigorous opportunities for economic development.  
 
9/11 incident can be considered as one of  the largest catastrophes in recent 
human history, which not only deprived people of husbands, wives, 
relatives, and friends, but also made the world economy recede. However, 
we should adopt an optimistic attitude, overcoming the temporary recession, 
and cultivating a prosperous future.  
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Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of coeducational schools. 
 
Boy schools and girl schools shoot up very rapidly both in foreign countries 
and at home. In my country, girl schools have enjoyed a very long history 
since one hundred years ago. Many sociologists and educationalists present 
their views on this issue from different angles. There are some advantages 
and disadvantages of this controversial phenomenon in different countries 
with different cultural, social, and religious backgrounds. 
 
Some parents prefer to send their children to boy schools or girl schools in 
the hope that their children can concentrate on study and acquire adequate 
knowledge and skills because in these schools they can make out 
appropriate curriculum and courses for students according to their gender 
characteristics. In some girl schools, students have a wider choice of courses 
such as music, embroidery, and drawing, which can cultivate their feminine 
elegance and charm. Furthermore, students can devote themselves fully to 
their study and will not be distracted. Boy schools and girl schools can 
eradicate contact between different genders and purify the campus 
environment.  
 
On the other hand, some experts point out that boy schools and girl schools 
are not beneficial to the adolescent development of students. They believe 
that boys or girls are likely to develop their abilities and stimulate their 
imagination when they are studying with each other. Besides, students can 
cultivate their interpersonal skills. Some other people think that separating 
boys from girls can cause some psychological problems to youngsters. 
Meanwhile, this separation affects social progress and leads to the lack of 
understanding each other. Investigation shows that graduates from separate 
schools are not aware how to get along with their colleagues in their career.  
 
To sum up, everything has double folds. Separate schools are of no 
exception. From my point of view, I think the existence of separate schools 
meets the need of some parents. But it is definitely not a paradise for their 
children.  
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What are the purposes of places such as museums and how should they be 
funded? 
 
Museums illuminate the culture, history and arts of the world. Every country 
and government spares no effort or money to enrich the collection of 
museums to cater for different tastes or needs of people, for the benefit of 
the present and future generations. There are bounteous museums all over 
the world. 
 
The British Museum, which is maybe one of the largest in the world, 
provides visitors with all-round knowledge about the world culture and arts. 
The visitors to the museum are all overwhelmed by the magnificence of the 
culture and history of mankind. If one wants to know about the development 
of human science and industry, he can have a tour to The Museum of 
Science and Industry located in Chicago, the United States, where a detailed 
scientific progress is presented vividly. You cannot miss every achievement 
human beings have made in history and you are sure to be shocked by the 
civilization our forefathers created. If one wants to have a browse of the 
important events in the past, American Museum of Photography is the best 
choice. It abounds in precious historical pictures and gives visitors 
unforgettable memory. Apart from the state-owned museums, there are also 
innumerable private museums whose purpose is to exhibit their cherished 
collection and popularized knowledge. 
 
With a view to giving people updated information and rendering them a 
more detailed overview, many countries invest a great deal of money in the 
foundation of museums, because museums disseminate human knowledge 
and culture, which are more significant for the development of the young 
generation. Besides, entrepreneurs and individuals should also lay a fund for 
the improvement and rebuilding of museums. The prosperity of human 
culture is not only the responsibility of the government, but also the 
responsibility of every individual and organization. 
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You have bought a washing machine. First you found that the machine 
had damaged your clothes and you had it changed. Then you found that 
the new one seriously entangled the clothes. Write to the manager of the 
department store to complain about it. 
 
You should write at least 150 words. 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
A few months ago, I purchased a washing machine (LG x439) from your 
department store. After a few weeks, I found that it had seriously damaged 
the clothes that I had put in to be washed. I called your Customer Service 
Department immediately and asked them to exchange the washing machine 
for me, which they did. 
 
The new washing machine, however, is not any better than the first one. 
After I put some clothes in it, I noticed that this one tangled the clothes 
seriously, and when it automatically begins to spin the water out, the 
machine shakes so heavily that it stops by itself. After I had read the 
instruction booklet, I noticed that you had not mentioned this defect, and 
neither has it mentioned how to solve this problem. I was very annoyed 
when I came back from work to take my clothes out of the washing machine 
to dry and noticed that they were still unwashed. 
 
I regret to say that I am not satisfied with this washing machine at all, and I 
would like to exchange this model and this brand with another brand that 
can give me the service I want without putting me into trouble. I am also 
going to write a letter of complaint to the manufacturer about this model of 
their products. 
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You went shopping one day and you received a very bad service in a shop. 
Write a letter of complaint to the manager of the shop and explain why 
you were disappointed by the behavior of one of the employees in the 
shop. 
 
Write a letter to complain about the bad service. 
 
You should write at least 150 words. 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
I am writing this to place a complaint against one of your employees who 
acted very rudely when I was shopping in your shop. 
 
Yesterday afternoon, two of my friends and I attended your shop to by some 
presents for our husbands. One of your shop assistants whose name was 
written on the badge on her blouse as Nikie, came to us to give a service. 
We asked her to show us some leather belts so that we could choose the 
ones we were looking for. Instead of showing the belts, she just left us for 
some minutes. We found her in another corner of the shop chit chatting with 
some other assistants and when we asked her why she had left us without 
giving any services, she said that it was not her duty to give us services on 
leather belts, and the person in charge was out for lunch. We asked her why 
she had not told us before, but she ignored us and continued talking to her 
colleagues. 
 
We wish you would look into this inappropriate behavior of your 
employees, and take steps to prevent the recurrence of offensive conduct of 
this kind. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Maryam Shokri  
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You are organizing a trip to the mountains for a group of students. Write 
to the manager of Student Hostel Services and explain when you want to 
visit the place, how long you will stay, how many students are in the 
group, and what accommodation you will require. 
 
You should write at least 150 words. 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I am writing to seek accommodation in your Hostel for a group of students 
from the university. 
 
We expect to be there between July 21 and July 31. I have got 22 people in 
the group including myself and two nurses with their husbands. There are 
seven boys and 10 girls in the group. The girls and boys will be in separate 
dormitories, and the married couples would like to have their double room. 
We hope to keep our expenses as low as possible. 
 
Please tell me about recreational services in the area. The group will bring 
their own boots for mountain hiking, but we would like to hire equipment 
for other sports, like boats and rope. Some of our group will want to hire 
geological picks and other equipment, if possible. We would also like to 
know about access to caves and other interesting geological features in the 
area. 
 
I am looking forward to receiving information about the Student Hostel 
Services and other facilities. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ali Zamani 
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You are studying at a university in England. Your passport was stolen two 
days ago. Write to your embassy in London, giving details of what 
happened and asking what you should do next. 
 
You should write at least 150 words. 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I am writing to report the loss of my passport, and to request a new one. 
 
I lost my passport two days ago at about 6 p.m. when I was buying books 
from the Borders bookshop. By accident I left my passport on the counter 
when I was paying for the books, and I only understood that I had lost my 
passport when I was at home four hours later. I tried to call the bookshop, 
but nobody would pick up the phone. The next morning I went to the 
bookshop, but the shop assistants there could not find it. 
 
I would be grateful if you could tell me what documents I need to send you 
in order to be issued with a new passport. Do you require any passport 
photograph, and if so how many? How much will a new passport cost and in 
which currency would you like me to pay? 
 
I must apologize for any inconvenience caused and look forward to hearing 
from you. I am looking forward to your reply. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Roza Majd 
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You have just arrived in the city where you are going to spend two years 
for your master's degree. You have a lot preparation to do before the new 
term starts, but you do not know how to go round the city. A friend you 
have newly acquainted offered you guidance and helped you through 
difficulties. 
 
Dear Andrej, 
 
I am writing this letter to thank you for the guidance you gave me. I was a 
perfect stranger when I arrived at this city. Once I lost myself for not 
knowing the way in a downtown street, although I stopped to ask some 
people for direction. As you know, this is the first time for me to come up to 
this big city. 
 
I bought a guidebook, but there were still difficulties in going round the city. 
The streets and shops puzzled me so much and all the streets seemed the 
same to me. I was so confused that I preferred to stay in my apartment. It is 
your valuable guidance that has enabled me to go about the city without 
being lost. I thank you very much for your kind help. Now I begin to know 
how to take the tube and the buses. 
 
My classes will begin in a few days. I will come over to see you some day 
next week, and I will tell you everything that has happened to me. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Saba 
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You have rented a house through an agency. The heating system has 
stopped working. You phoned the agency a week ago, but it has still not 
been mended. 
 
Write a letter to the agency. Explain the situation and tell them what you 
want them to do about it. 
 
You should write at least 150 words. 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I am at present living in a house which I rented through your agency. I am 
sorry to inform you that the heating system in the house stopped working 
some time ago. 
 
I phoned your agency and explained the problem on week ago, but you have 
still not sent anybody to fix the heating system. This is very inconvenient as 
the weather is starting to get colder. I am puzzled as to why you have not 
paid attention to this urgent matter. I must remind you that a fully operative 
heating system is one of the terms of the lease of the house. 
 
Therefore, I would very much appreciate it if you would send a technician to 
repair the system as soon as possible. He may call at any time during the 
day, as either I or my wife will be at home all this week. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Javad Haghparast 
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Write a letter to your college administration explaining why you will be 
absent from class for the next month. Ask for advice about how to 
continue your studies during this period. 
 
You should write at least about 150 words. 
 
Dear Professor Jones, 
 
I am writing to explain my absence from your classes since April 1st. 
 
Two days ago, I was involved in a serious car accident. I was transported to 
the hospital in an ambulance, where I was treated for a broken ankle, 
fractured collarbone, and three bruised ribs. My doctor advised complete 
bed rest for 6 weeks, and as a result, I have been unable to attend classes 
since I had the accident. 
 
I am very much concerned about keeping up with my studies, and have been 
doing the required readings, as assigned by my professors. My biggest 
concern is whether I will be eligible to write the final exams in June. Would 
you please advise me regarding my courses and exams, especially if there 
will be any special consideration given to me in light of my current 
situation? 
 
Thank your for your kind assistance. I look forward to hearing from you 
soon.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Katayoon Parvin 
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You wish to study in England. Write a letter of inquiry based on your 
interests. Ask what kind of clubs there are at the university, and what the 
procedure for joining them is. 
 
You should write at least 150 words. 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I have applied to enter your esteemed university to follow a course of study. 
However, although I find academic curriculum suitable, I feel that the 
opportunities for leisure activities are also an important part of student life. 
Therefore, I would be grateful if you could give me some information about 
this aspect of the campus. 
 
In my spare time, I indulge in a wide range of sports; I am also interested in 
music, especially playing the guitar. Specifically, I wish to know if there are 
any sports clubs, including soccer and tennis teams run by students. 
Furthermore, I would be keen to join a student band or orchestra, if there is 
one. 
 
Please write and let me know what university clubs I am eligible to join. By 
the way, what is the procedure for joining campus clubs, what qualifications 
do I need, and what are the fees for taking part in their activities? 
 
I look forward to your reply. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Emma Rasouli 
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One of your pen pals will shortly be visiting your city. For some reasons, 
you can not manage to meet him at the airport on time. 
Write a letter asking him to wait for you at the airport and tell him how to 
identify you. 
 
You should write at least 150 words.  
 
Dear John, 
 
I am very much looking forward to your visit to my city. After all these 
years of writing to each other, we will finally have the chance to meet! 
However, I regret to inform you that I will not be able to meet you at the 
airport when you arrive. 
 
I was glad to hear that you would come to see me and I thought I must go to 
the airport to meet you. But yesterday, I was informed that I must attend an 
important business meeting on the day when you arrive. The meeting is 
supposed to be over at 11:00 a.m., which will be an hour later than your 
arrival time. 
 
Please wait for me in the arrival lounge. I'll go there as quickly as possible 
after the meeting. As we have never met, I must tell you how to recognize 
me: I am of medium height and wear a small mustache. In addition, I will be 
carrying a copy of the morning newspaper tucked under my arm. 
 
I look forward to our first meeting. 
 
Yours, 
 
Saeed Baluchi 
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As part of a student social survey project, you are organizing a group to 
visit a historical exhibition in a small town. Write a letter to the exhibition 
organizer asking for information regarding such things as the contents of 
the exhibition, and the dates of its opening and closing, and if there are 
any discounts available. 
 
You should write at least 150 words. 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I am organizing a group of students to pay a visit to the historical exhibition 
in your town. This visit will be part of our school's activities to encourage 
the students to take part in social surveys. 
Therefore, I would be grateful if you would supply me with the following 
information. 
 
First of all, what are the opening and closing dates between which the 
exhibition will be held, and what are the daily opening hours? Secondly, 
what is the size of the exhibition, what is its theme, and what objects are on 
display? Thirdly, are there any other activities being held in connection with 
the exhibition? 
 
I should let you know that I hope to bring over 100 students to the 
exhibition. So I would like to inquire if there is any discount available on 
entrance tickets for students. If so, how much is the discount and what is the 
minimum number of students necessary to qualify for it? 
 
I look forward to your reply. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Pouya Khojasteh 
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You want to change courses. Write a letter to a professor to ask him what 
is required to do so. 
 
You should write at least 150 words. 
 
 
Dear professor Moss, 
 
I am Shervin Shahini, an undergraduate student of the department of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering. At the beginning of this semester, I 
registered one of your courses, African Literature and Culture. It is a two-
hour course held on every Thursday afternoon. Yesterday, I received a 
notice from my department that a major course, Computer Principle, would 
be changed to Thursday afternoon. This major course conspicuously 
influences my credits and it is every important to me. Unfortunately, I can 
not study your course this semester. 
 
Because of your reputation and my enthusiasm in literature, I hope I could 
study this course in next semester. I also heard that another course of yours, 
Persian Literature, is held every Friday afternoon. If the registration of this 
course hasn't closed yet, I will be glad to participate in your class.  
 
Sorry to bother you. Your help will be greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Shervin Shahini 
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You are working in a hotel, and you notice that there are some problems. 
Write a letter to the manager of the hotel and make suggestions for 
improvement. 
 
You should write at least 150 words. 
 
Dear General Manager,  
 
As a staff of Sales Department, I'm very glad to see the rapid development 
of our hotel. With the coming of New Year, I am writing to you to present 
my suggestion on the further improvement of our hotel to establish a 
website of our own to attract more clients.  
 
Firstly, with the development of the Internet, more and more people are 
willing to go to the outside world through the information on the Internet. 
Thus, if we could establish our own website and introduce ourselves on it, 
more friends, especially foreign friends, could know our latest promotion at 
home whenever they want. Secondly, according to the statistics of World 
Hotel Association, 33% of clients made hotel reservation through the 
Internet last year. And the proportion will largely increase in coming years. 
Thus, if we could introduce reservation system on our homepage, clients 
could contact us and make reservation directly. Finally, hotel promotion on 
the Internet could reduce our operation cost greatly.  
 
As someone says that the Internet has shortened the distance of the world, I 
believe that the one who could make use of the Internet effectively today 
will be the winner tomorrow. We will get a lot and have a brilliant future. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ahmad Gholipour 
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You were travelling by air and you have lost one of your bags. Write a 
letter to the Lost Properties Office asking them what you should do to find 
your bag. 
 
You should write at least 150 words. 
 
Dear officer, 
 
On 01/01/2009, I am writing to inform you that I lost my bag on your flight 
and ask for your help. I took flight CA983 from London to Los Angeles. 
When the flight arrived at Los Angeles, because of my carelessness, I left 
my handbag, a black leathered bag, on my seat. There are some important 
things in it, including my birth cirtificate, ID card, credit card, some checks, 
and one thousand US Dollars. But the most important thing is my business 
address book, in which I have recorded all my clients' phone numbers and 
appointment agenda in the following two weeks. 
 
Since this bag is very important to me, my friends told me that I should 
contact your department to seek help, so I write this letter to you anxiously. 
I hope you and your staff can help me find my lost bag. Your meticulous 
and warmhearted help will be greatly appreciated.  
 
For information about my lost bag, please contact me in the following ways. 
 
Mobile phone: 1234567890 
Home phone: 416-123-4567 
Office phone: 416-123-4567 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Ahu Najafian 
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There is a restaurant that you usually attend and you like it very much. 
The owner of the restaurant has recently developed the restaurant. Write a 
letter to the manger of the restaurant to appreciate the development. 
 
You should write at least 150 words. 
 
Dear Manager: 
 
I am a reporter from the News Weekend. Because of the demand of my 
work, I often come to Toronto to do interviews. Your hotel is my favorite, 
because of the comfortable living conditions, and the considerate service, 
especially your excellent food. 
 
The restaurants in your hotel have many kinds of delicious food such as 
Chinese food, Japanese food, French food, and so on. Among these 
delicious foods, I like the Beijing Toast Duck best, not only because of its 
Chinese characteristics but also its special taste for people from all over the 
world. So every time I come here I always choose this course. 
 
Furthermore, what impressed me most is the high quality service. It always 
makes me feel at home. Waiters and waitresses are so kind and warmhearted 
that they always earnestly recommend every new or special food of the 
restaurant. I will recommend your hotel and restaurant to my friends without 
any reservation and hesitation. 
 
Hope your hotel and restaurant will be more prosperous in the future. 
 
Faithfully yours, 
 
Mahmood Khodaverdi 
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You are working in an educational institute which gives services of 
teaching languages to people. Recently the institute received donation 
money from one of your clients. Write a letter to the president of the 
company telling him what you think the company could do with the 
money. 
 
You should write at least 150 words. 
 
Dear President, 
 
I am very happy to hear that a famous author has donated considerable 
money to our institute. And I think we could use it to establish an education 
fund to aid our teachers to study abroad. 
 
Firstly, teachers could increase their teaching level and enrich their 
knowledge by studying aboard. For teachers of a language institute, this 
kind of experience is really necessary. Teachers would consider that as a 
kind of prize and therefore work harder for that. Secondly, our institute 
could be benefited from doing that. Since we could provide the overseas-
studying chance for our teachers, graduates with high score in the Normal 
Colleges are more willing to come to our institute. Thirdly, that will help 
our students. Our last year's survey showed that 65% of our students prefer 
the language teachers who had overseas-studying experience.  
 
In a word, I think that using the donated fund to assist our teachers to study 
abroad is a good way to promote the healthy development of our institute.  
 
Please take good consideration of my advice. Thanks! 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Amir Okhovvat 
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 You are in charge of celebrating a big gathering in a hotel. Write a letter 
to the manager of the hotel requesting what you need for the party. 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
My company is planning a full day party to celebrate the completion of our 
Business Language Training Course on June 31st, 2009. The party will start 
at 10:00 a.m. Saturday. The President of our institute will deliver an opening 
speech. After lunch there will be the singing and exhibition of our students' 
achievements which will be followed by serving a cake and soft drinks, and 
champion celebration at 17:00. There will be 100 to 150 attendees for the 
event, and half of them will stay overnight at the hotel.  
 
As suggested by one of our professors, your hotel offers various recreational 
facilities. Therefore, we would like to make your hotel as our party's venue. 
Please reserve the following according to our program: 
 
* A 150-square meter meeting room, theater-style with 2 standing 
microphones, 5 wireless microphones and 1 podium; 
* An 18-meter banner;  
* Buffet lunch including soft drink;  
* 60-centimeter cakes and 30 bottles of large coke; 
* 60 standard rooms 
 
Please quote the above separately and let us know the term of payment. 
Should you have further questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Contact Way: Tel: (8610)68882150/68882151 
 
Fax: (8610)68882250 
 
Thank you in anticipation for your kind assistance and looking forward to 
your earliest reply. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Amir Taher Abdullahi 
 
Celebration Party Preparation Committee 
 
 


