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           “It is very important 
	                     to reaffirm the family,  
	    which remains the essential 
		                            cell of society.”

		

            Pope Francis, World Youth Day 2013‘‘ ‘‘
Welcome to the

World Meeting of Families 
– Philadelphia 2015
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Celebrating the Family

Adult Congress (18 +)

Internationally known and engaging speakers 

will talk, present panels, and lead workshops  

so that participants can support each other  

in the joys and struggles of life. 

Youth Congress (6 –17)

The Youth Congress will be an interactive  
program where young people can build, create, 
play, listen, serve, and embrace the Mission  
of Love that brings Families Fully Alive. 

*Daycare will be available.

Our Venue

The Pennsylvania Convention Center
1101 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA  19107
www.paconvention.com

The Congress will take place at the  
Pennsylvania Convention Center, which  
is located in the center of Philadelphia and  
easily accessible from hotels and transportation  
options—both local and regional.    

Overview

From September 22-27, 2015, Philadelphia will 
host the World Meeting of Families 2015 which 
is expected to draw an international audience. 
Tens of thousands will travel to the city to  
participate in this week of celebrating the  
family, with speakers and activities for people 
of all ages.  
 
Created by St. John Paul II, the World Meeting
of Families strengthens the sacred bonds of
families across the globe and witnesses to the 
importance of family to society.
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‘‘
‘‘“This journey is sometimes a mountainous trek with hardships and falls.  

God is always there to accompany us.  

The family experiences his presence in affection and dialogue  

between husband and wife, parents and children, sisters and brothers.  

They embrace him in family prayer  

and listening to the Word of God—a small, daily oasis of the spirit.  

They discover him every day as they educate their children in the faith  

and in the beauty of a life lived according to the Gospel, a life of holiness.  

Grandparents also share in this task with great affection and dedication.  

The family is thus an authentic domestic Church  

that expands to become the family of families which is the ecclesial community.” 

Message of the III Extraordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, 10-18-2014



   

8:00 am

9:00 am

10:00 am

11:00 am

12:00 pm

1:00 pm

2:00 pm

3:00 pm

4:00 pm

5:00 pm

6:00 pm

7:00 pm

8:00 pm

9:00 pm

Tuesday
September 22nd

World Meeting
Registration Opens

at 8:00 am

Opening Ceremony
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm

Keynote Session A
Living as the Image of God:  
Created for Joy and Love

2:30 pm – 3:30 pm

Evening Mass
4:30 pm – 6:00 pm

Wednesday
September 23rd

Mass
8:30 am – 10:00 am

Keynote Session B
The Light of the Family  

in a Dark World
10:30 am – 11:30 am

Breakout Sessions
11:45 am – 12:45 pm

Buffet Lunch
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Keynote Session C
Creating the Future:  

The Fertility of Christian Love
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Breakout Sessions
4:15 pm – 5:15 pm

B. KRIST FOR VISIT PHILADELPHIA

EDWARD SAVARIA, JR. FOR PHLCVB

GREG BENSON FOR PHLCVB

pennsylvania conv

schedule  at   
Monday

September 21st

Set Up 
Exhibitor & Vendor Registration

at PA Convention Center
8:00 am – 6:00 pm

World Meeting
Registration Opens 

at 1:00 pm
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Sunday
September 27th

Friday
September 25th

Mass
8:30 am – 10:00 am

Keynote Session F
The Joy of the Gospel of Life

10:30 am – 11:30 am

Breakout Sessions
11:45 am – 12:45 pm

Close of Event

Saturday
September 26th

Thursday
September 24th

Mass
8:30 am – 10:00 am

Keynote Session D
A Gift from God:  

The Meaning of Human Sexuality
10:30 am – 11:30 am

Breakout Sessions
11:45 am – 12:45 pm

Buffet Lunch
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Keynote Session E
The Family:  

A Home for the Wounded Heart
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Breakout Sessions
4:15 pm – 5:15 pm

ention center  

a  glance   
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tuesday

22nd

september

wednesday

23rd

september

Session:	 Keynote Session A
Title:	 Living as the Image of God: Created for Joy and Love
Speaker(s):	 Fr. Robert Barron 
Time:	 2:30 pm – 3:30 pm	

Session:	 Keynote Session B
Title:	 The Light of the Family in a Dark World
Speaker(s):	 Cardinal Seán Patrick O’Malley, O.F.M. Cap.
Time:	 10:30 am – 11:30 am	

Session:	 Breakout B1
Title:	 The School of the Heart: Parents as Primary Catechists
Speaker(s):	 Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB	
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	
		
Session:	 Breakout B2
Title:	 Saintly Couples: Models on the Road to Sanctity
Speaker(s):	 Mr. Christian and Mrs. Christine Meert 	
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	
		
Session:	 Breakout B3
Title:	 Mary of Nazareth: First Disciple and Mother of the Redeemer
Speaker(s):	 Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers	
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	
		
Session:	 Breakout B4
Title:	 The Other Side of Mount Sinai: Growing in Virtue 
Speaker(s):	 Dr. John Grabowski	
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	

Session:	 Breakout B5
Title:	 Can Society Exist Without the Family?
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Yves Semen	
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	
	
Session:	 Breakout B6
Title:	 In the City: Concerns of the Urban Family 
Speaker(s):	 Rev. Terrence D. Griffith	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	
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Session:	 Breakout B7
Title:	 Procreation as Co-creation: the Spirituality of Parenting	
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Joseph Atkinson, Mrs. Nancy Atkinson, and Mrs. Jennifer Anne  

Bissex (née Atkinson)
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	

Session:	 Breakout B8
Title:	 Radical Surrender: Living Vocation According to God’s Will
Speaker(s):	 Fr. Luis Granados, DCJM	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	
	
Session:	 Breakout B9
Title:	 One Ring to Rule Them All: The Covenant of Marriage
Speaker(s):	 Archbishop Socrates B. Villegas	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	
	
Session:	 Breakout B10
Title:	 Where is This Relationship Going? Dating as Discernment	
Speaker(s):	 Mr. Brian Barcaro, Mrs. Danielle Bean, and Ms. Robyn Lee
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	
	
Session:	 Breakout B11
Title:	 See How They Love One Another: The Family and the Faith	
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Greg and Mrs. Lisa Popcak	 	
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	
	
Session:	 Breakout B12
Title:	 Digging into Dignity: Promoting Human Dignity in the Home	
Speaker(s):	 Mr. Carl and Mrs. Dorian Anderson 	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	
	
Session:	 Breakout B13
Title:	 “Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor...”
Speaker(s):	 Archbishop José Horacio Gomez	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	
	
Session:	 Breakout B14
Title:	 The Special Place of Women in the Family, the Church, and the World
Speaker(s):	 Mrs. Terry Polakovic	
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	

	

wednesday

23rd

september
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Session:	 Keynote Session C
Title:	 Creating the Future: The Fertility of Christian Love
Speaker(s):	 Prof. Helen Alvaré	
Time:	 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm	

Session:	 Breakout C1
Title:	 The Building Blocks and the Cornerstone: Building Familial Love  
	 through Everyday Practices	
Speaker(s):	 Mr. Andrés and Mrs. Kathia Arango	  
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout C2
Title:	 “Given Up For You”: The Eucharist as a Model for the Family	
Speaker(s):	 Bishop Jean Laffitte	 	  
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm

Session:	 Breakout C3
Title:	 Father, Forgive Me...Family Forgive Me: The Family and the  
	 Sacrament of Reconciliation	
Speaker(s):	 Msgr. Livio Melina and Fr. Larry Richards	
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout C4
Title:	 House Calls: Fostering Vocations in the Home	
Speaker(s):	 Mother M. Sacred Heart Gaes, SSVM; Mother Adela Galindo, SCTJM;  

Sr. Regina Marie Gorman, OCD; and Mother Ann Marie Karlovic, OP
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:  	 Breakout C5
Title:  	 Rebuild My Church...and Start From the Foundation:  
	 Living as “Domestic Church”
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Timothy T. O’Donnell	 	  
Time:  	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm

Session:	 Breakout C6
Title:	 Navigating the Net: The Benefits and Obstacles of Being  

an Online Family	
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Melissa Anderson	 	
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout C7
Title:	 When I was Hungry...: Providing for the Material and Spiritual Needs  

of the Family at the Local Parish
Speaker(s):	 Mrs. Christine Codden	 	
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm

	

wednesday

23rd

september
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Session:	 Breakout C8
Title:	 Loving the Elderly 
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Janet Smith	 	  
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout C9
Title:	 Marriage: A (Sacra)Mental State
Speaker(s):	 Mr. Andrew and Mrs. Terri Lyke	
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout C10
Title:	 A House Undivided: Christ as Unifier of a Blended Family
Speaker(s):	 Ms. Michéle Boulva 	 	  
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout C11
Title:	 Advocating Politically without “Being Political”
Speaker(s):	 Mrs. Anna Zaborska 		  
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout C12
Title:	 Loving Through the Generations: Grandparents and  
	 Great-Grandparents
Speaker(s):	 Awaiting Confirmation of Invited Panelists	
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm

Session:	 Breakout C13
Title:	 Lord, Grant Me Patience and Give it to Me Now: The Power of Virtue
Speaker(s):	 Awaiting Confirmation of Invited Speaker 
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm

	

Session:	 Keynote Session D
Title:	 A Gift from God: The Meaning of Human Sexuality
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Juan Francisco de la Guardia Brin and Mrs. Gabriela N. de la Guardia	
Time:	 10:30 am – 11:30 am		

Session:	 Breakout D1
Title:	 The Family as Gift and Image of the Trinity
Speaker(s):	 Awaiting Confirmation of Invited Speaker 	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm	
	
Session:	 Breakout D2
Title:	 Back to the Garden of Eden: Unearthing God’s Covenant 
	 with Humankind
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Scott Hahn	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm

wednesday

23rd

september

thursday

24th

september
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Session:	 Breakout D3
Title:	 No Strings Attached? Responding to the “Hook-up” Culture 
Speaker(s):	 Mrs. Erika Bachiochi		
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout D4
Title:	 Ahead of Its Time: The Prophetic Character of Humanae Vitae
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Janet Smith	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout D5
Title:	 Free to be Faithful? Religious Freedom and the Family
Speaker(s):	 Mrs. Lucia Baez Luzondo	
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout D6
Title:	 The Holy Family and the Holiness of the Family
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Andrew W. Lichtenwalner		  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm 
	
Session:	 Breakout D7
Title:	 There’s No Vacation from Vocation: Discerning God’s Calling  
	 within One’s State of Life
Speaker(s):	 Mother Agnes Mary Donovan, S.V.	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout D8
Title:	 A Celebration of the Kingdom: Married and Celibate Love
Speaker(s):	 Cardinal Gerald Cyrien Lacroix	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout D9
Title:	 The Year of the Consecrated Life: Year in Review
Speaker(s):	 Mother Mary Quentin Sheridan	
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout D10
Title:	 Home Improvement: Forgiveness and Family Life
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Daniel I. Mark	
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout D11
Title:	 Celibate Love: A Witness to the Kingdom of God
Speaker(s):	 Sr. Paula Jean Miller, FSE	
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	

Tentative Program of Keynote Sessions and Breakouts

thursday

24th

september
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Session:	 Breakout D12
Title:	 The Complementarity of the Sexes: an Obstacle or a Gift?
Speaker(s):	 Sr. Sara Butler, M.S.B.T.	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout D13
Title:	 Flesh and Blood: Covenantal Love and the Meaning of the
	 Incarnation
Speaker(s):	 Dr. M. Craig Barnes, Rev. Kimberly van Driel, and Fr. Thomas Joseph White
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm

Session:	 Breakout D14
Title:	 “To See the Other Side”: An Interfaith Call to Service
Speaker(s):	 Awaiting Confirmation of Invited Imam
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm

	
Session:	 Keynote Session E
Title:	 The Family: A Home for the Wounded Heart
Speaker(s):	 Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle 	
Time:	 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Session:	 Breakout E1
Title:	 Building a Just Society: Catholic Social Teaching in Your Life
Speaker(s):	 Prof. Helen Alvaré	 	  
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout E2
Title:	 Bringing Power to Our Powerlessness: Addiction and Devotion
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Eduardo Valenzuela Carvallo 	 	  
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout E3
Title:	 Living Our Heavenly Father’s Plan: Techniques for Family Unity 	 	 	
	 from Mormon Homes
Speaker(s):	 Awaiting Confirmation of Invited Speaker	
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout E4
Title:	 Embracing the Struggles and Blessings of Disabilities
Speaker(s):	 Ms. Janice Benton	
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout E5
Title:	 The Sacred Balancing Act: Busy Lives and Family Spirituality
Speaker(s):	 Mrs. Kathy Hendricks; Sr. Patricia M. McCormack, IHM; Mr. Damon Owens;  

and Mr. Matthew Pinto	 	
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm

Tentative Program of Keynote Sessions and Breakouts

thursday

24th

september

W O R L D M E E T I N G 2 0 1 5 . O R G 11

Preliminary Adult Congress Agenda



Session:	 Breakout E6
Title:	 The Power of Family during Times of Separation
Speaker(s):	 Fr. John Paul Echert; Fr. Antonio Lopez, F.S.C.B.; and Dr. Joseph White
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout E7
Title:	 Called Together: Interfaith Marriage
Speaker(s):	 Mrs. Naomi Schaefer Riley	 	  
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout E8
Title:	 “I Am With You”: Struggling with Divorce
Speaker(s):	 Ms. Rose Sweet	 	  
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout E9
Title:	 Loving as God Loves: Parenting and Discipline
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Ray Guarendi	 	  
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout E10
Title:	 “Always Consider the Person”: Homosexuality in the Family 
Speaker(s):	 Mr. Ron Belgau and Mrs. Beverley Belgau 	
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	 	
Session:	 Breakout E11
Title:	 What’s “New” About the New Evangelization 
Speaker(s):	 Mr. Curtis Martin	 	  
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout E12
Title:	 Out of the Depths I Cry to You, O Lord: The Heartbreak of Infertility
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Kyle A. Beiter, Cardinal Willem Jacobus Eijk, and Dr. Gianna Emanuela 

Molla (daughter of Saint Gianna Beretta Molla)	  
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout E13
Title:	 The “Field Hospital”: The Church’s Responsibility to Make Christ 	 	
	 the Healer Present to the Family and World
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Miguel Ángel Domínguez Mena 	 	
Time:	 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
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thursday

24th

september



 
			 

Session:	 Keynote Session F
Title:	 The Joy of the Gospel of Life 
Speaker(s):	 Cardinal Robert Sarah	
Time:	 10:30 am – 11:30 am	

Session:	 Breakout F1
Title:	 How Precious is the Family: Advice from Pope Francis on  
	 How to Love 
Speaker(s):	 Mr. Alejandro Bermudez, Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Gina Loehr,  

and Rabbi Abraham Skorka
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout F2
Title:	 Family Ties: How Meals, Rituals, Traditions, Worship and Prayer  
	 Create Strong, Healthy and Joy-Filled Catholic Homes
Speaker(s):	 Mrs. Lacy Rabideau 		  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm

Session:	 Breakout F3
Title:	 Loving on the Edge: Healing the Hurts of Damaged Relationships
Speaker(s):	 Mrs. Sue Muldoon 	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout F4
Title:	 Life is Good: Proclaiming the Love of Christ to the World
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Carolyn Y. Woo	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm 

Session:	 Breakout F5
Title:	 Marriage Then and Now: The Expectations of Matrimony at the  
	 Birth of the U.S. Nation
Speaker(s):	 Prof. Stephanie Coontz, Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio, and Mr. Mitchel  

and Mrs. Kathy Finley
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout F6
Title:	 Communication for Couples
Speaker(s):	 Mrs. Sonia María Crespo 	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout F7
Title:	 Mission **possible:  Reaching out to Others in Authentic  
	 and Effective Ways
Speaker(s):	 Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle	 	
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
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25th

september



Session:	 Breakout F8
Title:	 Priest, Prophet, and King: Living Out Our Baptismal Vocation
Speaker(s):	 Mr. Chris Stefanick	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout F9
Title:	 Redefining Marriage:  Is It Really Whatever We Say It Is?
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Douglas Farrow	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout F10
Title:	 Mom and Dad as the First Teachers of the Faith:  Passing on the 			
	 Faith to your Children from Infancy to Adulthood 
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Rebecca Vitz Cherico 	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm

Session:	 Breakout F11
Title:	 “Go Forth”: Evangelization and the Global Community 
Speaker(s):	 Mrs. Simcha Fisher	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
	
Session:	 Breakout F12
Title:	 Supporting the Common Good through your Purchases and Spending
Speaker(s):	 Dr. Mary Hirschfeld	 	  
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm

Session:	 Breakout F13
Title:	 The Way of the Cross, the Way of the Heart: Suffering and the Family
Speaker(s):	 Awaiting Confirmation of Invited Panelists
Time:	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm
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World Meeting of Families Prayer

God and Father of us all,
in Jesus, your Son and our Savior, 

you have made us
your sons and daughters 

 in the family of the Church.

May your grace and love
help our families

in every part of the world
be united to one another
in fidelity to the Gospel.

May the example of the Holy Family,
with the aid of your Holy Spirit,

guide all families, especially those most troubled,
to be homes of communion and prayer

and to always seek your truth and live in your love.

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

                        	      Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
		                                pray for us!

Pray With Us
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