
Informal Proposal Paper 
 

 
It is time for you to submit an informal proposal of the project you will be investigating. 

The following are the requirements for this assignment that is due on _______________. 
 

 Typed -- This is a proposal for your important research - there should be no spelling 

errors and proper grammar should be used throughout. 

 

 Your proposal should be just a few paragraphs long, probably not even covering an entire 

page.  It will include: 

 

o A testable question and variables correctly identified. What is the research question 

you're trying to answer? ("How does acid rain affect the health of trees?"; "What is 

the effect of fertilizer on the population growth of earthworms?"; "Does the 

temperature of water affect its oxygen-dissolving capacity?") What is your 

Independent Variable (IV)? What is your Dependent Variable (DV)? 

 

o A short paragraph about why you chose this experiment.  Why does it interest 

you?  Why is it important to learn about the results of your experiment?  Why 

should anyone care about your results?  Why is this scientifically valid (Are you 

looking for a relationship between two different variables?)? 

 

o A short paragraph about the procedures you plan on using to complete your 

project: 

 How long will it take? 

 What equipment do you think you'll need? 

 What steps will you follow (brief description)? 

 

 

Set the bar high! We are looking for you to challenge yourself with this experiment. If you select an 

experiment that can be completed in a weekend, you have probably not selected a rigorous project 

worthy of a challenge student. Remember, not all experiments work, not all are ‘successful’. Your 

ultimate grade will be largely based on the challenge you set for yourself, your ability to conduct an 

experiment using the scientific method, and the work you do in overcoming your problems! 

 

Scoring Guide on back. 

 

 

 

 

 



Informal Proposal  

Proposal typed       /1 

TQ present       /3 

IV correctly identified       /3 

DV correctly identified       /3 

Paragraph about why topic was chosen       /5 

Paragraph about procedures you plan on using       /5 

Spelling/Grammar Errors  

On time  

Total       /20 

 


