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ABSTRACT 

  This project is about how children between the ages of 12 to 17 years who are found in the 

urban centers but mainly on the streets of Accra Ghana survive. 

 I will look into group of children (Head pan carriers, normally called Kayayie) who have 

migrated from the northern part to the southern part of Ghana mostly Accra which is the 

capital of Ghana, who lives, beg and work on the street.    

This is to work on children who do not have access to good food like any normal child; they 

have no place to call a home and so depend on the streets for shelter.  They have little or no 

clothes and the right to education which is a fundamental human right in Ghana can never be 

talked of these street children. They seemed to be abandoned to their own fate and so tend to 

all sort means mostly just for food and with hope for a better life which do not exist in the 

environment they find themselves.   

The project will look into the factors affecting these children to move into the street   and also 

to bring to bear some of the hash problems these street children face on the street.   In the 

context of child wellbeing the project will look at the importance of the developmental stage 

of adolescent children who are trying to form their identity so they will build  world  

throughout their life on the street.  

Approaching this project will mostly be done with the collection of secondary data of scholars’ 

observation and research, articles, website research and books.  Focusing on Hasim and 

Thorsen  and Langevange work on street children in Accra.   Data to this project will be 

gathered from different sources and different authors.  (Hasim and Thorsen2011, pg 5),   

Suggestion to minimize this problem will be the summary of this project. 

.  

 

 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

Ghana has been one of the countries among the Globe with high estimated number of street 

children in recent century (Hasim and Thorsen, 2011, pg 2-3)    1Migration is thus seen as a 

social force affecting most families, children and individual actor of all ages.   The precise 

number of children migrates to the city to enhance their social and economic well (Ensor and 

                                                 
1 (Hasim and Thorsen, 2011, pg 2-3)  
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Gozdziak, 2010, pg 1) 2In Ghana the estimated number of children on the street is unknown. 

Children on the street are mostly unaccompanied children who migrant from the rural cities 

of Ghana, mainly from the northern Part of Ghana to the southern part of Ghana.3 

Migration in Ghana started date back before the colonial era.  The colonials came to southern 

part of Ghana due to the cash crop development industry in the country.   The discovery of the 

natural resource as gold and other minerals and the development of the Team and Tarkoradi 

(Two different  region of Ghana)costal port have brought the different among the north and 

the southern part of the country.  Also, the imbalance seasonal different has brought 

immigration between the two regions.  The southern region part of the country is seen as 

having two seasons as compared to the northern region part of the country which has only 

one season.  As a result the south region was seen as the place which in a way can provide 

more opportunities than in the northern part.4 

According to Ensor and Godziak (2010) children who migrate are age of 5 to 17 years (pg 2).  

Most of them migrate for category of reasons.  Some migrate to distance themselves from their 

parent due to hash treatment; other children migrate for socialization whiles others migrate 

for better life.  5In West African, especially in Ghana, parents and grandparents worry about 

their children’s immediate and future welfare so they encourage the children movement from 

one place to another6.  This is mostly from their parents in the rural areas to foster parents in 

the cities sometimes the children are allowed to move on their own to the cities. They believe 

that this will benefit the youth when they move away from the home into the city7Parent 

understands that youth have to move away from them for better education, work, and 

socialization and for their youth development.   They also believe that these entire contexts 

(that is their education, future) can be better off and will be of good quality when they move 

away from them in the villages into the cities hence helping children movement the second 

thought on the implication behind their decisions. 8 

The context of street children survival on the street of Accra Ghana is complex.  Most of the 

study in this project is from national observation of scholars in Ghana, mainly in Accra who 

                                                 
2 Ensor and Gozdziak, 2010, pg 1)    
3 http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/artikel.php?ID=236126 
4 : Kwankye (The Journal of Multicultural Society｜2012. Vol.3 No.1, pp. 1-24.) 

 

6 (Hashim and Thorsen 2011.Page 14-16)  
 
 
 
 
  
7 (Hasim and Thorsen, 2011, pg 14)   
8 (Hashim and Thorsen 2011.Page 15-16)   

http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/artikel.php?ID=236126
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survey and interview children on the street and other parents in the rural areas.  Data in this 

project is secondary sources which I gathered to enrich the project.  Especially from the 

Author of Hasim and Thorsen who went to Ghana to draw a study on these children and the 

effect of street life on them.   

The project begins with the background information history about children in the rural and 

urban areas and also their parents in the rural areas.  Its goes in-depth to highlight children 

migration independently from the parent. This will give the contexts in which children in rural 

areas move away from their parent to the urban cities independently.  The reasons behind 

their movement and the implications of street life.  It will also reason why child survival 

should be of important in  the context of homeless children. 

 

 

Gathering and analyzing the story of these children, the project will  develop understanding 

on children own way of struggle on the street.  Base on th data gathered from the surveys in 

Ghana, and theories explaining the the structural factors affecting stret children.    The 

theritical concept  on social construction of identity will be highlighted which will help view 

how children form their identity in the identification of  other people in the environment such 

as the parent and other individual which makes them migrate.    Struturation theories will brif 

the ideas on the strucutrl factors affecting children to move.  Social identity will also, help us 

see the an individual concept which is perceived  comparing to other individuals in the same 

social group.  Analysis will be on the children on the street  and the ways and means they 

survive base on the data gathered.  Analysis on rural area will be highlighted to know 

economic activities which is preventing these children to stay. 

 

 

1.2 Migrant children 

Migrant children are children who discover themselves in a situation of migration or 

migratory problematic situation or circumstances. 9the perspective of migrant  children is 

thus affect by the construction of childhood encounter with the structures and other 

individual actors in the society.  Most of these children are affected by the manner recognize 

by all kinds of people, structure, and behavior, roles, in the society which shape and form them 

to be who they are, according to Enzor and Gozdziak, (2010).  Street children according to 

Bricks are seen as “victims of deprived environments and helpless with respect to changing 

                                                 
9 (Ensor and Gozdziaak, 2010, pg 17) 
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circumstances” 10the emphasis is that the homelessness or street migrant is as a result of 

family problems, poverty, economic and other factors making way for the parent to be in a 

condition and situation which force the child unto the street to look after himself.  According 

to Koller and Huts, street child is “boy or girl……() for whom the street (in the widest sense of 

the world, including unoccupied dwellings, wasteland, etc) has become his or her habitual 

abode and source of living and who is inadequately protected, supervised, or directed by 

responsible adults” 11These children mostly wear shabby dirty cloth, beg for food and money 

on the street, sells small items, work and roam about on the street without any aim or goal in 

life.  These kinds of children are located in the urban city areas all over the cities and mostly 

all over the world.  Every child on the street has a life history trace from his or her home.  Life 

history in terms of their family background, street life experience, and every aspect is 

different.  As to how they survive is based on individual rational action.  Koller and Huts also 

emphasis that researchers defining of street children is defined according to the 

“characteristics in which they observe the street child.  For example a street child is defined as 

his sleeping location, family background, life experiences, survival strategy, how the child 

integrate into his environment12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.3  kind of children found on the street of Accra 

Ghana. 

 

1.3.1 HAWKERS 

Looking at this group in Ghana, they are defined as petty traders who sell their wares along 

urban streets. They are kind of group who sell from newspapers to traditional herbal 

medicine. They normally roam about, although a few are more stabled housed, most of them 

                                                 
10 (Brick, 2001,pg 15154-15157) 
11 (Koller and Huts, 2001, pg 15157-15160) 
12

 .  (Koller and Huts, 2001) 

17. (Aseidu and Agyei- Mensah, 2008). 
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sleep on the street. 13As with this group it is not easy to estimate their numbers (Brown et al 

(2009) but it is reported that they can be estimated over 6000 and there is no official 

statistics. Hawkers are almost everywhere on the street of Accra (Aseidu and Agyei- Mensah, 

2008). 

There is no specific ethnic or gender in this kind of group due to the fact that hawkers on the 

urban streets in Ghana are a multicultural group. Mostly hawkers are dominated by women, 

although the commodities that are sold segmented along gender lines most women prefer to 

be hawkers.   For example, women typically sell food, such as roasted plantains and bread. 

These wares are sold in baskets that are carries on their heads. On the other hand, the items 

sold by men (e.g., wrist-watches, dog chains) are commonly carried in bags, cases or on 

trolleys. On average, hawkers earn about US$ 2 a day14 

 

 

1.3.2 PORTERS 

Others individuals on the streets in Ghana are porters, defined as carriers of baggage or 

luggage for a fee. There are both male and female porters on the street of Accra, the female are 

called kakayei (or kayayo for singular), while the male porters are called truck pushers. 

Statistically most of the porter’s workers are migrated from the northern part of Ghana and 

usually women 15Most of these women, some reason only work for some few months in order 

to save, send money back home to their families in the villages. They eventually go back home 

to get marry and stay with their 16There are no official estimate numbers available for porters 

as street children. Well according to the NGO called Catholic Action for Street Children (2010) 

there is an estimate number of 7000 kakayei in Accra and its nearest areas in 2006. 

One can find difference and similarities in the approach of work engaged in by male and 

female porters. There is a  need  for  help to do the work in terms of equipment for instance 

wheel barrows, carts and trolleys for men and pans and baskets for the women (Agarwal et al;. 

1997). Most of the woman carries loads on their head while the men practically push the load 

on trucks. They both work long interval and it’s cheaper for the customers than using vehicles 

17 

 

                                                 
 
14

  (Aseidu and Agyei- Mensah, 2008)  

 
15 (Opare, 2003, vol. 18. No. 2, Journal of social development in Africa 
16 (Agarwal et al.; 1997, Bearing the Weight: the Kayayoo, Ghana's Working Child Girl, 
 
17 (Hutchinson, 2003, vol. 58. No.2.  Page 173 to 190) 
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1.4 Who is a child? 

‘A child is any individual below the age of eighteen years’. 18The first transition of a child is 

when he or she enters into the formal education at the age of five or six years.  Childhood is 

also seen as a ‘gradual stage of independence’. Meaning the childhood is seen as s stage where 

the parent of the child monitors or imposes certain constrains or restriction on the child 

everyday mobility and also the parent is concerned about the time and places the child move 

to and time he or she returns homes. 19 

 

 

1.5 Life course among the youth (Children life course in Ghana) 

In this era, it has come to realization by researcher on childhood development that the social 

change which exists among the children’s development has to be recognize.  Other researchers 

and studies on youth stress that youth lives and development in life is rampantly becoming 

uncertain.  From other studies researching on the youth we can understood from Langevang 

analysis  that changes occurring as a result of  finding a job, leaving home and getting married 

and becoming a young adult are the ways and means connected to ways that is express by 

these young adult to leave home when experiencing the process of childhood into adulthood.  

Therefore limited attention is given to young adult in Ghana when they are going through 

stages in life. 20According to langevang we are certain in her work on young people transiting 

or changing from childhood to adulthood as just a status they have to attain to get there.  

Transition of life from childhood to adulthood is seen as stage of children taking care of 

themselves without any parental guidance and protection.  In some cases limited guidance are 

given whiles others are left behind on their own to find means of surviving.  The point at issue 

here is that these children mostly enter into the labor market for employment instead of being 

in education.  They believe that in order to survive working is the ultimate way to keep life 

                                                 
18

 (H Langevang,2008) 

 

 

19
 (Hasim and Thorsen,2011,pg 8) 

 
20

 Langevang,2008) 
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going. 21Other studies according to Langevang also state that the turning point or change of 

life from childhood to adulthood is a critical point as fateful moment22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.1 PROBLEM AREA 

The increasing number of independent migrant children on the street is becoming alarming, 

as children are found everywhere in the city with head pans begging for loads to carry or 

                                                 
21Langevang,2008) 
22 Langevang, 2008) 
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money to survive.   In the city of Accra most of these migrant street children live on the street 

as their home, they   sleep on the street without any protection from good shelter.23   Most of 

these Street children end up in this situation because   they are being lured with promises of 

good living and job for better life but their hopes are being shattered when these people 

abandoned them after their personal gain.(Ghanaweb)24  children take up their decision on 

migration to the city to make life.  They transport from their villages to the cities with the help 

of their parent concern, sometimes with their influence from their friends and people who 

have been to the cities.  Normally, their parent help them in to migrate, and also their friends. 

Street children can be found in the streets of Accra begging for money to survive.   These 

children see the street as their place of dwelling instead of normal home where protection is 

offered for a better living environment. (Bricks, 2001, pg 15156) According to Ghana web any 

means is seen as ways of surviving as far as these street children are concern.  Most of them 

spend unlimited time just waiting for load of goods to carry just for a fee.  They are mainly 

supported by their “little legs and thin necks to carry burdens destined for various households 

and market in Accra.”  (Ghanaweb)25  the hardship condition makes these children work for 

any offer given to them, a story told by a street child 12 years from northern part of Ghana. 

 

“I make ¢6 a day,” 12-year-old Zuwera from Savulugu in the Northern Region said with a broad 

smile partly exposing her rotten teeth. “It is difficult a job. Sometimes, the loads are too heavy 

for me but I have to carry them in one way or the other or go hungry,” (Ghanaweb)26 

 

Zumera is one of the children who have migrated into the city  of Accra in search for money to 

survive.  Children are exposed to all kind of works and means on the street due to the 

conditions they find themselves.  They work from head pan carriers to hawkers for a fee.  They 

are exposed to unhealthy condition in the cities as rape, arm robbery, AIDS, and child labor 

without any means of protection to secure themselves from such conditions.   (Hasim and 

Thorsen, 2011, pg 40)   

Investigation on how head pan carriers among street children   explain their life situation on 

the street and the constrains in the rural areas that affect their mobility into the city is what 

this project will seek to work on.  Base on websites research from African renewal online,   I 

will use their observation, investigation and interviews research  into the imbalance between 

                                                 
23 http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/artikel.php?ID=236126 

 
24 http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/artikel.php?ID=236126 

 
25  http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/artikel.php?ID=236126 
26  http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/artikel.php?ID=236126 

http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/artikel.php?ID=236126
http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/artikel.php?ID=236126
http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/artikel.php?ID=236126
http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/artikel.php?ID=236126
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North region and southern region of Ghana, and their socio economic factors affecting 

children to move.   The theoretical approach of this project will be identity Theory where I will 

look at Erik Erikson’s concept of Developmental stages in life.  I chose this idea because in the 

lifetime of every child at the age of 12 to 17 years of age, the child identity is form.  ‘The 

formation takes place during the age of 12 to 20 years according to Erikson.  This stage is thus 

seen as a stage where the build on throughout his life.  And it’s the stage where most children 

between the age of 7 to 17 years migrate unto the street, according to Hasim and 

Thorsen,2011, pg 40)  I will use these concept to highlight what happens during those stage 

and how identity is use among children. The Journal report of Langevange will seek to analyze 

what goes on the street, how life experience is among these children. 

 

Also, sources of data from other website life Ghana web will be use to add up to what goes on 

the street. Articles from Bricks and other popular researchers will be gathered to analyze 

street children life experience to answer this problem.  In the end the I will explain the 

important of children migration onto the street and the outcome of street life affecting these 

children.  Base on the Hasim and Thorsen, I will define what goes on in the street and the 

reasons behind children mobility from the rural o urban centers in Ghana 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2 PROBLEM FORMULATION 
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How does unaccompanied migrant children (head pan carriers) form their identity 

during developmental state and explain the structural factors in the rural area (Northern 

region)   affecting them to move into uncertain street of Accra. 

 

2.3 Working Question 

2.3.1   How does a child form their identity in the developmental stage? 

2.3.2   What are the structural factors affecting children in the Northern region to 

move into the street of Accra? 

2.3.2  How does unaccompanied migrant children see uncertain street of Accra? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1 METHODS 
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The project is base on quality method research in a way of collecting secondary empirical data 

such as academic books, internet articles, journals, and report by Ghana online view on the 

imbalance of northern and southern region of Ghana which makes children change locations.  

All these research is relevant to the project to help interpret the data and come up with a 

conclusion of this project. 

 

3.2 Validity 

In the project, the validity is based on data gathered through well know source such as 

UNICEF, and UN report.  Base on their trustful and world known report they give my project is 

believed to have a reliable source of information. In the case of reliability the project is  

3.3 Reliability 

In this project the reliable aspect of the data gathered and sources generated is partly reliable, 

as the conclusion of the empirical data does not reach the same conclusion in this project.  

This is because most of data used (for example the case of North South imbalance in Ghana, by 

Ghana renewal online.  Article) could only be use in Ghana community and related African 

countries that are experiencing same problem, and not used in the global world.  

 

3.4 CONCEPTS AND CHAPTER OF THE PROJECT 

The project will base on qualitative methods in explaining, gathering and analyzing the 

problem.  Qualitative methods will seek to emphasis the real life situation of street children 

base on data gathered in the subjective way.  This will describe a problem in the point of view 

of the individual actors who experiencing it. 

Empirical data will be generated from others’ researchers work and websites.  Data will be 

gathered in the northern and southern part of Ghana.  Therefore, Secondary source of 

information will be use throughout the project. 

 Secondary source of direct observation, interviews and case study are some of the approach 

this project will seek its information from.    

 

 

 

 

The important of this project will investigate structural factors leading to children migrant 

and how children explain and adapt on the street.   Beyond this common concern to this 
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project, I have divided the project into four sections which will help me to answer my working 

question. 

I have chosen secondary data as my way of approaching the first working question.  

Information concerning  the life situation in the northern part of Ghana and the socio 

economic activity in the place which makes the young ones migrate. 

  Secondary data such as Critical incidence in article, journals, books, and Geoforum internet 

research are selected in the project because they give rich information on the life situation in 

the urban city of Accra.  Information on how street children mostly the head pan carriers 

explain life situation in Accra.   Information generated from these sources will help me 

research ideas and knowledge to analyze the second working question.  I will mostly look into 

this research sources to gather information for further understanding of this topic and the 

project. I have decided to choose this methodological approach to help answer all my research 

questions. 

 

3.5 LIMITATION 

This project was basically focusing on the settling of Accra, but in realization, I think, more 

settlings should have been taking into consideration in other to find out   how children in 

different settlings of Ghana experience street life and migration.  Article and journals was 

mostly focused due to limited time I had for this project.  Further, other concept concerning 

child survival strategy and regions in Ghana should have been emphases.  Recent researchers 

have illuminate different aspects of children migrations and mobile lives which should have 

been used to address more fact in this project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATA (own creation of data and sources of information which seek to answer the 

working questions) 
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Working question  Secondary data 

 Article 

Information  gathered in the 

Northern region part of 

Ghana.  Data on children 

who migrate into the 

southern region. 

 challenges affecting the 

region as compared to the 

southern region. (this is 

website article Africa 

renewal online) 

Working question  Secondary source of 

information (journal) 

Information from Articles 

and Journals.  Mostly 

Langevange work on” we are 

managing”. (Journal) 

Working question  secondary sources of 

information (Book) and 

Journal 

Erik Erikson’s work on 

identity theory  

 

 This Diagram present an over view of the information this project has been used to answer 

the working questions as part of methodology aspect. 

 

3.6 LITERATURE  

IN this project the literature survey is the collection of the research books and other 

documents I used for my defining problem.  Books used in this project are books which 

examines the experience of unaccompanied migrant children on the street, all the techniques 

used to address the books best fit my project to solve the problem I am working on.  Journals 

and other source of document use is Geo forum research base working on the street children. 

The observation, investigation is essential to this project to defined the problem and also solve 

it as well. 
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4.1 PHILOSOPHY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 

The philosophical assumptions underlying the idea of social inquiry in this project is based on 

social constructions of reality.  One of assumption that(Delanty and Strydom 2003 pg 372: 

“Knowledge is not confined to the world of science but also to be found in the everyday world 

where social actors construct their world using structure  

 This theory explains the ideas and understanding of constructed world of reality.  Individual 

actor constructs and makes meaning to his world within other individual actors and 

structures in the society.  As a result the effect of other agent in the environment has a direct 

impact on agent in their interaction with agent found on the society27  

The idea of identity and reality is what this theory seeks to work with.  Its works with the 

concept of the way we present ourselves to other people which shapes partly by our 

interaction with others. How individual actor is brought about and what they are raise affect 

our perception of how actors perceived others.  This investigation help fit the project because 

its portrays how humans as individuals in the society live with their everyday life with what 

he or she see and live with. 

Idea of knowledge in the everyday life .   In explaining the ideas and the understanding of 

constructed world, individual actor make meaning to social world with their encounter with 

other individual actors (Berger Luckman, 1966, pg 45) in the sociology world, reality of life is 

share in a society.  Life activity is shared with individual interaction with others in the society.  

Agent is affected with their shared activity in the society.  Individual actor behaves the same as 

other individual s in the society do.   Actor behaves in the manner in which individuals in the 

society behave.  Thus the actor is seen as a prototype in responding to the activity in the 

society because of the share activities among the actor and individuals in the society. (Berger 

and Luckman, 1966, pg. 47)   

The concept of everyday language shared and express among individuals in the society and 

the actor.  Language in the sense of vocal signs which is shared by actors and others 

individuals in the society.   The detachment from day to day situation in everyday life situation 

is as result of language seen in the society (Berger and Lukman, 2003, pg 52)  language is also 

experience of reality in the consciousness among actors and others in the society. (Berger and 

luckman, 2003, pg 53) 

 

 

 

                                                 
27 (Berger and Luckmann, pg 47) 
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The idea in the social construction of reality is completeness of human actors in the developed 

states.  The completeness of individual is it interrelationalship with the environment.  This 

deals with self which is formed through both the “ongoing human development and social 

process in the natural and human environment mediated through the significant of 

other”(Berger and Luckman,2003, pg 69) 
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5.1 THEORY 

Social theory is the project will focus on.  The contribution of Erikson’s idea on identify is what 

this work will analyze.  This is important to the project because I will use it to bring up the 

important of identity creation and base on it to answer my first working question. 

2.3.1   How does a child form their identity in the developmental stage? 

 

Identity in childhood and adolescent is science direct journal of social science, written by J. E. 

Marca.  Marca works is based on several theorist used in his work and its contribution to 

social theory.  .  This theory is important to the project because it will bring out the ways in 

which children from their identity with the characteristic he found in the society the aspect of 

work evolving round the problem area and help answer the working question.  Marca, 

different concept of identity in the adolescent stage fit well with my project because it 

explains idea on the identity formation among adolescent. 

 

Erikson’s concept in identity theory according to Marca will be the main focus.  The important 

of this theory is its way of addressing the stages during transition from childhood to 

adulthood in the adolescent stages in life.  Children creation of identity   is during their 

transition in life.   And therefore, during the adolescent stage there are certain characteristics 

exhibited by these children helping them create their identity.    The relevant of this   theory is 

to explain how children perceive themselves among other individual around them.  This will 

help the project answer the question how children perceive themselves to make decision in 

life according to their identity creation in the society.   

Identity is seen as a personal trait, characteristic or an attribute an individual process in order 

to differentiate him or herself from the society.  (Goffman, 1963, p.3)  

The main concept behind this is identity is seen as a stage :( Erikson,s Developmental 

theory)28 

View as the stage –specific task of adolescence. 29 

According to Erickson’s stages of development, identity is viewed in three aspects.  The ego 

identity (self) personal identity (personal trait that distinguish one from another) and the 

social / cultural identity.  This theory contributes the impact of external factors, parent and 

                                                 
28 http://www.learning-theories.com/eriksons-stages-of-development.html 
29 http://www.learning-theories.com/eriksons-stages-of-development.html 
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society on personal development from childhood to adolescence. Although the stages have 8 

interrelated stages in the life of cycle of the children, stage four and five is of important to this 

project.   

 

1. School-Age Child (Competence) – Industry vs. Inferiority 

2. Adolescent (Fidelity) – Identity vs. Identity Diffusion 

 

The fourth stage of identity development is the school age of the children from the age of 6 to 

12 years of age.  During that state, the child exhibits the trait of “we are capable of learning”, 

and a trait of creating new skills and knowledge to develop his or her “sense of industry”.  This 

is seen as social stage of development.  This can affect the feelings of inferiority among their 

friends around them and this can create a problem of” competence and self-esteem” children 

most world is significant in the school or the neighbors surround them.  They decide and 

make decisions based on the conditions in the school or among other people surrounding 

them and the kind of trait they exhibit 

Another stage of the developmental theory is the Adolescent Stages between the ages of 12 to 

18 years.  This stage says that development is as a result of what is done to the child.  The child 

or person depends mainly on what a person does.  In this stage, the child fights for his wrong 

and right decision and struggle for his own identity.  Unsuccessful of fitting in within their 

struggle bring confusion.  He or she start to develop a strong attach to his friends, ideas and 

causes. 

In explaining the concept of identity, another idea is identity seen as conscious sense.  This 

stage of identity is when individual reach puberty.   This is the Time where individual needs, 

abilities is express according to societal demands.  The child wants to be independent to be 

sexually expressive and also put away childhood to get ready for his or living.  In this case 

child reaches adolescent and is crucial stage in which the child makes decision on the self-

examination of their goals.  Therefore, adolescent construct their identity when he or she 

discover changes in his or her areas of belief and living 

The summary idea behind this theory is that as children move their developmental stages in 

life hey develop deeper understanding of wisdom and increased the usefulness in their 

environment.   The understanding of their environment helps them develop a personal power 

to succeed in life.   Therefore the formation of identity, there are three important forms which 

is taken into consideration during the life stage cycle.  The Self, forms during the first early 

stage in childhood.   The superego, is formed when the child play with peers and parental 



Roskilde Universitet     Roskilde University                                                                 
Den samfundsvidenskabelige bacheloruddannelse The Bachelor Study Programme in Social Science 

 

21 | P a g e  
 

protection.   The third is the identity which is the main concept to the project.  And it’s formed 

during adolescent where the child establish who he or she is 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.1 ANALYSIS 
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In the analysis I will base on the science direct Journal of Langevang to explain how children 

experience the street of Accra and  Article of African renewal on the gap or renewal between 

the northern and southern part of Ghana.  This is relevant to the project because its help 

answer my 2nd and 3rd working questions 

 

Working question 3 

 

2.3.1  How does unaccompanied migrant children see uncertain street of Accra? 

 

To understand the concept of children and  life situation in their environment i will base on 

Thilde Langevang Case study to explore the complex ways in which young people  (the youth) 

in Accra, Ghana explain  their way and life through in the city marked by economic hardship.  

Through the article, i will also use it to explore how the youth explain the street as a space or 

place to survive.  

 We understand from an interviewed with Abdul in Accra that, for one to make it on the street 

of Accra, there is the possibility of one becoming magician before he can make it thought the 

uncertainty  in life.  Any means is use to generate anything to sustain in life.  Anything 

unusually means is done to achieve  something in life.(Langevang 2008) 

 

We have to be magicians.  We are practically speaking magicians.  You can’t count on anything 

and you have to start from nothing.  We have to make a cow of a chicken, and we are doing it.  

We are managing’.  (Abdul). 

 

According to Abdul, young people who are trying to make it in life have to go through difficulty 

and uncertainty before they can make it in the era they find themselves in.  Uncertainty 

according to him is seen as a nervous feeling that one  have because you think bad things 

might happen.  All these problems resulted from the economic decline Ghana is experiencing 

due to generational economic crisis or event which happened in the 1970s and 1980s.  

Although the government is trying to restore these problems by attracting foreign investment, 

in a way not enough to solve the crisis. (Langevang 2008) 

Accra according to Langevang is a place where there is a mass different between the people 

living there. That is there is a big gap or different between the rich and the poor.   The rich 

people live in different districts or area whiles the poor also live in poor areas like the streets, 

markets as their homes etc.  (Langvang 2008) 
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‘In Accra there is a sharp contract between the new business districts and middle – class housing 

developments on the other hand the lower income areas where majority of the city’s residents 

live without basic amenities and work from home, the street or market’. 

 

Accra is a space or place where the youth or young people are trying to make it in life.  They 

make efforts to generate something to keep them living. Anything that can generate money is 

what they try to do.  Selling on the street, hawking, helping people to transport their goods to 

their destination are among the things they do to get money to survive.   They try to manage 

anything they see as job or can fetch them money.  They do all these because of lack of job 

opportunities in the city for them.  Because of this setback face by the youth in Accra they are 

sometime referred to people without hope. (Langevang 2008) 

 

‘Some commentators have called African youth a ‘lost’ generation referring to a generation 

whose life prospects look bleak ‘ 

 

 

Despise uncertainty among the youth, they still press on achieve their goals through their 

difficult situations therefore everyone responding to every greeting by ……. 

 

‘We are managing’ 

 

This is the respond whenever someone greets anyone.  (Langevang 2008). 

 

What are the structural factors affecting children to make decisions on their mobility to the 

southern part of Ghana, (Accra) 
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This is a village near Bolgatanga in the northern part of the Ghana 

 

The relevant of this research is to answer the 2nd working question 

2.3.2   What are the structural factors affecting children in the Northern region to 

move into the street of Accra? 

 

The north part of Ghana has been experiencing poverty lately.  According to data gathered 

Ghana is gradually responding to its people wellbeing The proportion of poverty has fallen 

down from 52 per cent in 1991 to 1992 to 29 percent in 2005 to 2006 (Ghana statistics 2000)  

 

 

 

 

Despise all this the northern part is experiencing poverty, poor climate and limited economic 

activities.  They are among the poorest region in Ghana.  Therefore, whiles Ghana has made 

progress in all regions in the country the north has been uneven within the country.  The 

north south will be able to needs its needs the gap between the two regions is close.  The 

north south gap will continue to make children migrate into the city if nothing is done with the 

gap between them.  
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Geography and climate 

The Northern region falls short in the geography areas.  Almost all the regions in the northern 

part of the country are far away from the ports, roads, railways, industrial centres and fertile 

farming areas as compared to the southern region which produce greater socio economic and 

human development.  According to the report, most of the roads in the northern part are poor 

which makes it difficult to transport goods from one place to other.  This hinders the economic 

activity in the region. The region produce a lot of natural resources such as shear butter, but 

lack of infrastructure and basic facilities for education. 

The northern region of Ghana can be linked with its closed or neighbouring countries such as 

Burkina Faso, Niger and Mali who are mostly farmers with no education and engage mainly in 

animal husbandry. These countries share some similarities with the people in the northern 

part of Ghana. They are also confronted with poor road network, basic infrastructure and 

health.  

The climate pattern in the northern region of Ghana has not been consistent but yet it is the 

only hope and the only source of water for the farmers in these areas who depend solely for 

the cultivation of their crops and for their livestock. When these rains fail for a period, more 

poverty is triggered as people do not get food for their household and not to talk of selling 

some of their produce for a merger capital which can aid them in the already scarce health 

facilities and also to help children in schools. 

The lack of opportunities in all spheres of life and poverty force many young people to migrate 

from the northern region to the southern part with most of them ending up in the capital of 

Ghana, Accra. 

 

 

These young people come down south with the hope of just to make a living but end up on the 

street of Accra since they have no form of education to guarantee them jobs and also because 

they have nobody to live with and no place to call a home, they end up on the streets doing 

odd jobs such as carrying goods bought by both traders and individuals.   

 

 

Change in government policies 

Poor government policies also makes live very difficult for the people in the northern part of 

Ghana. Most of the governments that have been in power since independence have stated 

numerous initiatives with the aim of promoting development in the north. But since such 

policies are cantered with other policies they fail to achieve stated objectives.  
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7.1 CONCLUSION 

To answer the problem formulation: 

 

How does unaccompanied migrant children (head pan carriers) form their identity during 

developmental state and explain the structural factors in the rural area (Northern region)   

affecting them to move into uncertain street of Accra. 

 

The problem formulation a difficult research problem to analyze base on lack of information 

on recent street children This is because the project needed many information on researchers 

survey in the country to analyze the situation on the street children of Accra was difficult to 

research and from the above findings it can be seen that problem with street children is cause 

by inadequate socio economic factors in the country, especially in the northern region part of 

Ghana.  This is by the influenced of the Western world that came to Ghana for as the result of 

the good industrial activities in the country.  Also, lack of infrastructure and other amenities 

are among the reason why children move.  The benefit to education was still not distributed 

evenly among the region in Ghana.  Some part were enjoying good and better form of 

educations, such as good classrooms whiles others were not. 

Also, different crises and conflict experience by adolescent point out how the child could be 

successive in is formation of identity.  Since the child adolescent start at the age of 12 to 20, he  

or she tries to find out who they are in order to move on in life.  Friends and other individual 

found around him or her are all part of his or life roles in life.  And therefore during the 

developmental stages their decision made can also affect their choice in life.  

In the end Data gathered help answer all the working questions which makes the research a 

successful project. 
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SUMMARY ABOUT MY PROJECT 

This project is about how children between the ages of 12 to 17 years of age who are found on 

the street of Accra, the capital region of Ghana adapt  to the conditions in these areas and also 

survive in such an environment where are they are left with no other choice but to struggle to 

do odd jobs just to buy food and also for clothing. These children have no homes and so the 

streets are where they call home hence their tagged name street children. 

This situation triggered me to find out more about where these children have come from and 

when they have moved from their homes and have taken the street instead. The research 

made suggested that most of these children if not all have migrated from the northern part of 

Ghana which includes the upper west region, the upper east region and the northern region. 

These three (3) regions constitute the northern part of the country and that is where almost 

95% of these street children have come from. 

A further probe into this also revealed that these children did not just move down south for no 

apparent reason but rather dues to some push factors which forced them to leave their region 

in search of a better life in the southern part of Ghana.  The project reveals factors such as 

poverty, no health facilities and generally the lack of basic infrastructure which leaves them 

with no other option but to manage to come down to Accra with hope of finding jobs just to 

end some money for themselves and in some cases their families too. 

Some theories and models have also been solicited to help me dive deeper into this area of my 

research and some findings made to conclude the project. 
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APPENDIX 

ARTICLES AND JOURNALS 

 

1.  Street Children: Cultural Concerns (C. Panter-Brick  2001, Pages 15154–15157) 

2.  Street Children: Psychological Perspective (S.H. Koller, C.S. Hutz, 2001, Pages 

15157–15160) 

3.    (Female cooperation and conflict in rural Mali: effects on infant and child survival 

(Madhavan, Sangeetha (2001, pg 75 to 98) )) 

 

4.  Surviving on the Streets of Java: Homeless Children's Narratives of Violence 

 LAINE BERMAN (Discourse & Society, April 2000; vol. 11, 2: pp. 149-174. Theory on child 

survival) 

5. What are the most effective early response strategies and interventions to assess and 

address the immediate needs of children outside of family care?  

http://www.sciencedirect.com.molly.ruc.dk/science/article/pii/B0080430767046477
http://search.proquest.com/ibss/indexinglinkhandler/sng/au/Madhavan,+Sangeetha/$N?accountid=14732
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