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Introduction to American Sign Language Questions 
 

1. You have read that many people have mistaken beliefs about 
American Sign Language (ASL).  What were two of the 
beliefs discussed in the reading? 

 
 
 
2. Is ASL a universal language used around the world? 
 
 
3. Does ASL have a grammatical structure? 
 
 
4. Since the late 1800’s, educators have discouraged the Deaf 

form using ASL.  What is the reason for this? 
 
 
 
5. What did you learn about how the Deaf regard ASL? 
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Introduction to the Deaf Community Questions 
 
1. In 1988, there was a protest by Deaf students at Gallaudet 
University.  What is the name of the city that Gallaudet is in?  When 
was the college founded? 
 
2. During the 1988 protest, the students boycotted  classes and 
blockaded entrances to the college signing “Deaf Power”.  What was 
the reason the students protested? 
 
3. As a result of the protest, Gallaudet’s Board of Trustees 
changed their vote.  What was decided by their vote? 
 
 
4. That night, there was a meeting with the chairperson of the Board 
of Trustees, the new president, and the student body president.  
Because everyone understood ASL, for the first time in the school’s 
history, there was no need for an ___________________ during the 
meeting. 
 
5. At the heart of the Deaf community is ____________. 
 
6. Over the years, different terms have been used to refer to Deaf 
people.  Some of these old terms are offensive today and should be 
avoided.  Name three of these terms that were mentioned in your 
reading. 
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The Handshapes of American Sign Language
 

Manual Alphabet Handshapes 

Classifier Handshapes

The handshapes on 
this page are used to 
produce almost all of  
the signs of ASL. 
 
Some handshapes are 
also used to produce 
signs that represent 
letters of the English 
alphabet. 
 
These signs are used 
to "spell" English 
words - this is called 
Fingerspelling. 
 
 
 

 
 

Some handshapes are 
used to produce a 
special group of signs 
called "classifiers".   
 
Classifiers are signs 
that represent nouns. 
 
ASL has an extensive 
classifier system used 
to represent: 

- whole objects 
- surfaces 
- perimeters 
- use of the noun 
- degree or extent 
- on-surface 

 
Handshape is always 
paired with Movement 
to create the classifier 
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Fingerspelling H int s 
 
Receptive: 

1. Look for the shape of a word, and let it help tell you what the word is 
 
        

       apple             beer  
                                                              bear 

2. Look for the whole word. 
 

3. Look for recurring patterns: ing, tion, th, sh, ch, double letters, etc. 
 

4. See how the fingerspelled word fits with the rhythm of the whole 
sentence.  Think of it as another sign with a different form. 

 

5. Be sure and get the first and last letters.  Remember that vowels are 
often dropped especially in the middle of a word. 

 

6. If you don’t know, make a good guess.  Use closure to help you 
recognize a word.  “John was out hiking and saw a big b_ _ r.” 

1. beer  2.  bear 
                     Use what information you already have to recognize the word. 
                     “Mary just bought a new car.  She used to own a F_ _ d, but wanted 

better gas mileage so she’s bought a H_ n_ a.” 
 

Expressive: 
1. Fingerspelling takes very little effort.  Do it easily. 
 

2. Better slow and clear than fast and sloppy.   
 

3. Listen to a song- each letter gets it’s own beat. 
 

4. Pause one beat between fingerspelled words. 
 

5. You only need to move your fingers.  Shoulders and arms are not used 
for fingerspelling. 

 

6. Spell the word.  If a long word, spell it syllable by syllable. 
 

7. Think through to the end of the word.  Keep the word in mind, syllable 
by syllable as you spell it out- NOT letter by letter. 

 

8. When signing and you have a word to fingerspell, remember that you 
have plenty of time to do it easily and clearly. 

 

9. When platform interpreting it is a good idea to be sure that any 
fingerspelling has a dark background.  If the background behind you is 
not adequate, consider moving your hand in front of your dark shirt to 
provide a good background, especially for terminology type words. 
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Fingerspelling 2 letter Drills 
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Fingerspelling 3 letter Drills 
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Sign Parameters 
 

The parts of a sign 
Use the table below to produce sets of signs. 

Notice that the change in just one parameter will often produce a new 
sign (but not always). 

It is important for new signers to realize that even a slight 
alteration of one of the parameters can produce an unintended sign. 

 
 

ASL Sign Parameters English equivalent glosses 

HANDSHAPE (HS) RESTAURANT TWIN ARIZONA 

PALM ORIENTATION (PO) SCHOOL STOP PROOF 

MOVEMENT (MOV) STOP SOME REJECT 

LOCATION (LOC) SUMMER UGLY DRY 

FACIAL EXPRESSION LATE NOT-YET 

 
 

Unit 1 Glosses: 
1. AGAIN     16.PLEASE 
2. BAD     17.REMEMBER 
3. COPY     18.SAME 
4. CORRECT    19.SCHOOL 
5. DIFFERENT    20.SLOW 
6. FORGET    21.THANK-YOU 
7. GOOD     22.THEY 
8. GO-TO     23.UNDERSTAND 
9. IT      24.WHERE 
10. ME     25.WHO 
11. MEET     26.WRITE (2) 
12. NAME     27.WRITE-DOWN 
13. NO     28.WRONG 
14. NOT-KNOW    29.YES 
15. PAPER     30.YOU 
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Survival Glosses and Phrases for the Classroom 
 

1.  good morning/afternoon/evening  21.  yes 
2.  nice to meet/see you   22.  no 
3.  thank you     23.  homework 
4.  please      24.  test 
5.  excuse me     25.  grade 
6.  sorry      26.  practice 
7.  what’s up     27.  study 
8.  how are you?    28.  tardy/late 
9.  fine      29.  absent/skip 
10.  lousy     30.  participation 
11.  understand/don’t understand  31.  activity 
12.  “over my head”    32.  clueless 
13.  “It went right by me”   33.  peabrain 
14.  forget/blank    34.  sign 
15.  slow down     35.  “so-so” 
16.  fingerspell again please   36.  bathroom (toilet) 
17. missed it     37.  water 
18.  wait      38.  know/don’t know 
19.  right /correct    39.  again 
20.  wrong     40.  finish/finished (many meanings) 
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22. No 

23. Homework 
24. Test 

26. Practice  

20 
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27. 28. 29. 30. 31. 

32. 33. 

34. 
35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

21 
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Colors & Weekdays: 
 
 
 

COLORS= open palm in - wiggle fingers on chin 
 
Blue=     B- hand shaking 
green=    g- hand shaking 
yellow=    y-hand shaking 
Purple=  p –hand shaking 
 
Red=      index finger going down chin, palm in 
Pink=      p-hand going down chin  
 
Brown=  B-hand down cheek 
Tan=       t-hand rub down cheek 
 
Orange= o –hand squeezing chin 
Black=    Index finger making line over eyebrows  
White=    open palm on chest pulling out to closed fingers 
Gray=     both hands- open palms in, spread fingers- going  

back and forth 
 
Weekdays:  sign week then day 
Monday=        m-hand facing in. moving in a circle 
Tuesday:        t-hand facing in, moving in a circle 
Wednesday= w-hand facing in, moving in a circle 
Thursday=      t-h- facing in, moving in a circle 
Friday=           f-hand facing in, moving in a circle 
Saturday=      s –hand facing in, moving in a circle 
Sunday=        both hands, palm out- above head- move down 
Day =    left arm horizon & rt.hand 1 or D move from straight up to on left 
Week=    left hand, palm in –fingers tight pointed side, right  

hand" 1" rub left hand from heel to fingers 
Month=    left hand "l " palm out, right hand "l " palm down 

 going down left " l " 
Year:        both hands, closed palm, right fist around left 
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Traditional Introductions 
 

A/B Greeting ("Hello" or "Good morning") 

A: Ask for name  
B: Give name 

A: Repeat for confirmation  
B: Confirm or negate 

or ask again ("yes", "right" or "wave-no") 

B ask for A's name - repeat above 

A/B: "Nice to meet you" 
 
 
 

 
Full Traditional Introductions- you ask: 

 
Ask if Deaf or Hearing 

Ask if learning sign / which level 

Ask where learning sign 

Ask who the teacher is 
Ask where your teacher learned sign 
 

A/B: "Nice to meet you" 
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M L S E R A S E R S F R L 

O U L S O M R E H T B E O 

O N I P S Y R A R B I L O 

R C C E S K R S H O E S H 

S H N N M P O B F C S F C 

S B E S E S F O L U L W S 

A A P N S K O O B E T O N 

L G E K P S T J H T T J S 

C R S A R H E S H G X S F 

S E P I E C K G R A D E I 

D E A S T O R E H C A E T 

R H O S O B A C K P A C K 

C Z K B T U C R I A H I K 
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