
Copyright © 2010 LearnJapanese123.com  All rights reserved 

Complete Hiragana Workbook 

Table of Contents 

 

1. Introduction …………….2 

� 1. How to use the “Complete Hiragana workbook” 

� 2. Hiragana at a glance 

� 3. Hiragana writing tips 

 

2. Hiragana Chart  ………………4 

 

3. Hiragana writing worksheet ……………..5 

� 1. 46 basic Hiragana 

� 2. Daku-on (Voiced and Semi-voiced Varieties) 

 

4. Pronunciation Rules ………………….35 

� 1. Chō-on (long vowel) 

� 2. Soku-on (double consonants) 

� 3. Yō-on (small ya yu yo with contracted sound) 

� 4. Devoiced vowels 

� 5. Pronunciation of ん  

 

5. Hiragana in sentences  ………………..42 

� 1. Particles 

� 2. Japanese sentences 

 

6. Hiragana Flash Cards  … appendix  

7. Hiragana Flash Card Video  … appendix 

 

 

       Chapters with this mark have accompanying videos. 

ひ ら が な 



Copyright © 2010 LearnJapanese123.com  All rights reserved 

1. Introduction1. Introduction1. Introduction1. Introduction    

 

1111----1. How to use 1. How to use 1. How to use 1. How to use ““““Complete Hiragana Complete Hiragana Complete Hiragana Complete Hiragana WWWWorkbookorkbookorkbookorkbook””””    

 

This Complete Hiragana Workbook covers all you need for Hiragana 

self-study. The accompanied tutorial videos clarify each Hiragana character’s 

writing stroke order and its pronunciation. The video is available with both 

mov. (for QuickTime – free download is available at 

http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download/) and m4v. (for i-Pod users) 

formats, so you can choose whichever for your convenience. 

 

Hiragana has 46 basic writing characters and 58 variations and 

combinations. Moreover, there are some special pronunciation and writing 

rules. You’ll learn all about Hiragana writing through this workbook and 

tutorial videos. Throughout this workbook, over 100 words are introduced.  

To make the most of your study, I recommend you go through each 

lesson in the same order as this workbook.  

 

Step 1  Print out all of this Hiragana Workbook. 

Step 2  Look at the Katakana Chart (p4) and grasp the total picture of Hiragana 

Step 3  Watch video tutorials and practise writing and pronouncing each 

Hiragana letter. Do exercise accordingly. 

Sept 4  Play with Flashcards and Flashcard videos every day. 

 

 

1111----2222. Hiragana at a glance. Hiragana at a glance. Hiragana at a glance. Hiragana at a glance    

    

Japanese is a syllable-timed language while English is stress-timed. That 

means, you can understand how to read any Japanese words once you know 

how to pronounce each Hiragana character and some pronunciation rules. 

(on the other hand for English, you need to know the spelling as well as the 

pronunciation. We never know how to pronounce an English word such as 
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“photo” by just knowing how to read alphabet: a,b,c…). Japanese 

pronunciation rule is very systematic, thus, once you know it, it’s much 

easier for you to study Japanese further up to the upper level. 

 

Each Japanese syllable is made up of either a single vowel: /a/, /i/, /u/, /e/ and 

/o/ or a combination of a consonant plus a vowel. The only exception is the /n/, 

/m/ or /ŋ/ sound which is represented by the character ん. 

There are 46 basic Hiragana, 25 voiced or semi-voiced variations (called 

“Daku-on) and 33 contracted sounds. Here, “voiced” means you use your 

vocal cords to pronounce them. It begins with the consonants /b/, /d/, /g/, /j/ 

and /z/ and semi-voiced ones begin with /p/, that we call Daku-on. Contracted 

sounds are basic Hiragana of the i-column combined with smaller versions of 

the Hiragana from y-row.  

Each Hiragana character takes one beat, “mora”. So please make sure to 

pronounce each character with equal length and stress.  
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Stroke order is very important for writing well-balanced Hiragana.  

Basically, all Japanese writing (Hiragana, Katakana and Kanji) write the 

horizontal stroke first, then the vertical stroke if two lines are crossed. Of 

course, there are some exceptions though.  

If there are two parts, write the left side first then the right side, or write the 

top part first then the bottom part. 

 

Also, it’s important to pay attention to the direction and termination of each 

stroke. In this workbook, you’ll see the following marks for each stroke end. 

  � to stop the stroke. 

     � to release the pen pressure. 

     � to hook 
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Basic 46 HiraganaBasic 46 HiraganaBasic 46 HiraganaBasic 46 Hiragana    
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YYYYōōōō----onononon     
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  a      i      u      e      o  
 

Let’s practise writing words! 

a         i   (love) 
      

  u         e   (above) 
 

  a        o   (blue) 
 

お お い       
  o      o      i  (many) 
 

 

い い え 
      

 i       i       e  (No) 
 

あ い 
    

う え 
    

あ お 
    


