Annex 15.1
Official letter to the 

House at Ootacamund.










Paris, 14 March 1877

My very dear children,

Peace and charity of Jesus.


I can say to you now more than ever that you are mine and I am yours.  Our Lord has permitted you to suffer because of me, and according to His holy will.  I have also endured great crosses because of you.  Dangers of all kinds surrounded us.  I still wonder how our weakness was able to support so many trials.  I had promised Our Lord not to refuse you the help which you sought from me during these evil days;  and I have consoled you to the best of my ability as a mother rather than as a superior.


My children, we have now overcome the greatest difficulties. There are others no doubt, but they are no longer the same as when we had to separate.  The Institute of the Missionaries of Mary has been founded.  It is now a matter of urgency that we give it a legally elected Superior General.  In the future only the professed will have the right to elect this Superior; but I am anxious that all those belonging to the Institute at the moment, should take part in this first election.  We are sending you our five sealed votes.  When you receive them, Mother Marie du Saint-Esprit will tell Mgr. Bardou.  Then, he or Rev. Father Triquet presiding at the meeting, each one of you will give him your own sealed vote.  Mother Marie du Saint-Esprit, Mother Marie de Sainte Véronique with Monsignor will count the votes.  Whoever receives the majority of votes will then be elected General, and you will draw up the minutes of her nomination.


After having prayed fervently, I decided that the method for establishing authority among us should be such that no one could question it.  I am looking after things just now.  But it might easily be said:  “Have you been elected to do this?”  Therefore it is necessary that one from amongst us be chosen to govern us.


Allow me, dear children, to say a few words to all of you now about this vocation with its larger horizons, given to us by Our Lord.  Whoever speaks of the Missionaries of Mary speaks of those who must continue their Mother’s work on earth. What was Mary’s work?  She saved the world by giving it Jesus.  Queen of martyrs, she was then united as closely as possible to Our Lord Jesus Christ, the divine victim, and after him had first share in the sacrifice of the Cross.  With Jesus the Redeemer and with Mary his mother, a Missionary of Mary ought to be a victim of reparation contributing as far as possible to the reign of God and to the salvation of souls.  Think of our Mother.  She was nothing, according to the world.  Nevertheless, the world owes her everything, because she saved it by giving it Jesus.  A Missionary of Mary is nothing in herself.  But as a voluntary victim, the ardour of her desires and of her love must unceasingly seek the reign of God, the triumph of the Church of Jesus-Christ, so cruelly tried at present.  It was at Nazareth that Mary received the Saviour of the world. It is there also, my dear children, that you the first members of this little Institute must unceasingly ask the grace to continue on earth your Mother’s mission.  You must aspire to be victims and apostles, so as to make reparation for the evil that Satan never ceases to do on earth.


I bless you with all my heart, wishing each one the grace of becoming a true Mary of Nazareth.  Amen.

