






	TERMS USED TO DESCRIBE PREMATURITY AND BIRTHWEIGHT

	Term
	Used to describe

	Premature
	Infants born before 37 weeks gestation

	Low birth weight (LBW)
	Infants weighing fewer than 2500 g at birth

	Very low birth weight (VLBW)
	Infants weighing fewer than 1500 g at birth

	Extremely low birth weight (ELBW)
	Infants weighing fewer than 1000 g at birth

	Intrauterine growth retardation (IUGR)
	Growth of the fetus that is delayed related to gestational age

	Small for gestational age (SGA)
	Infants whose birthweights are less than expected for their gestational age; <10th percentile is often used

	Gestational age
	The age of a fetus or newborn, usually stated in weeks from the first day of the mother's last menstrual period

	Chronologic age
	The age of an infant stated as the amount of time since birth

	Corrected age
	The age of an infant from birth, minus the number of weeks premature

	Appropriate for gestational age (AGA)
	Infants whose birthweights are as expected for their gestational age; 10th - 90th percentile is often used

	Large for gestational age (LGA)
	Infants whose birthweights are greater expected for their gestational age; above the 90th percentile is often used

	(Anderson, 1999; Scott, Artman, Hill, 1997; Alexander, 1996)



