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Prime Minister

December 12, 2010

Dear Tom,

In this difficult time for you and your family, I wanted to express my
appteciation for all you have done for Israel and for the Jewish people.

For two decades in Congress, you wete a steadfast champion of a strong
and secure Israel, and you worked tirelessly to strengthen the deep bonds of
friendship between our two countries. You and your wife were also active and
dedicated supporters of the successful efforts to free Soviet Jews trapped behind
the Iron Curtain.

The people of Israel owe you and your family a deep debt of gratitude for
your unwavering support over the years. In facing this difficult time, know that
our thoughts and prayers are with your.

Respectfully,

njamin Netanyahu

Mzr. Tom DeLay

2806 Saint Annes Drive
Sugarland, TX 77479
USA

Jerusalem, Israel



COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISI,ANDS

Benigno R, Fitiai Floy S. Inos

Governor Lt, Governor

December 14, 2010

The Honorable Pat Priest
Your Honor:

My name is Benigno Fitial and [ am the Governor for the Commonwealth of the Northern
Marianas Islands (CNMI). Iam writing today to express my strong support for leniency
in the sentencing of my dear friend Tom Delay.

For mote than a decade I have known Tom to be an upstanding citizen who cares deeply
not only about the people he was elected to represent but also those that have suffered
injustice.

During Tom’s tenure in the United States House of Representatives, he was particularly

helpful to the people of the Northern Marianas Islands. When our islands were under

attack by some Members of Congress, Tom flew to the CNMI to learn firsthand the plight
of our people.

We are a very small community located in the middle of the Pacific Ocean and our
economy is continually under duress. However, with Tom’s support and leadership we
were very successful in developing and maintaining new industries that helped our
economy immensely.

I have also come to know Tom on a personal level and consider him a dear friend. |
respectfully ask for your compassion during this process.

If you have any further questions please fee! free to contact me at any time.

urs truly,
e

LT

Goverpor Benigno Fitial

Caller Box 10007 Saipan, MP 96950 Telephone: (670) 664-2200/2201 Facsimile: (670) 664-2211
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December 10, 2010

The Honorable Pat Priest
Blackwell-Thurman Criminal Justice Center
509 West 11th, 7th floor

Austin, Texas 78701

Your Honor:
I am writing on behalf of Tom DeLay with a request for leniency in his sentencing.

| have known Mr. Del.ay for thirty years, since he was a member of the Texas House of

Representatives. However, I am writing as a member of the Consutar Corps in Texas, a
position | have held for the past six years,

The citizens of Hungary, a NATO and European Union member country, required visas
to visit the United States. These visas were time consuming and required a visit to the
US Embassy in Budapest. Since joining the European Union Hungary believed it should
be treated the same as its sister countries, With Mr. DeLay’s help this became a reality.
Today a Hungarian national wanting to visit the US is admitted under the visa waiver
program. He was instrumental in this becoming reality.

[ share this with you so you will understand what a positive impact Mr. DeLay has had on
the foreign relations of our country with our allies. Today Hungary has troops in
Afghanistan supporting the US mission there,

]Phl”ip AI‘OhOff, Hanorary Consul Ceneral
11850 Hempstead Hwy,, Suite 230, Houston, TX 77092 USA o Tel: (713) 476-0497  Fax: (713} 476-0437 o e-mail: ARONOFFPA@aol.com




US. - ISRAEL OPPORTUNITIES, Ltd
December 10, 2010

Yoram Ettinger
To whom it may concern, President

The late Tom Lantos, who was one of the most respected
Democrats on Capitol Hill and the Chairman of the House of
Representatives Foreign Relations Committee, told me shortly
before his death: "While | disagree with Tom Delay on most issues,
there is no doubt that Tom Del.ay was the leading champion of the
Jewish People and the Jewish State on Capitol Hill."

Alan Makovsky, who was Tom Lantos' advisor on Middle East
affairs, confirmed his boss' high esteem of Tom Del ay.

| have known Tom Delay since 1985, when | served as Israel's
Consul General in Houston, Texas. At that time, Tom was one of
the early leading activists on behalf of "Let My People Go" - the
campaign to free Soviet Jewry. Tom and his wife Christine served
as "Big Brother and Sister" to many Soviet Jewish families,
elevating their spirit and hope, assisting them in making ends meet
and interceding on their behaif with the Soviet authorities.

| recall the moving scene when Tom and Christine were hugged
and kissed, in Jerusalem, by Jewish families who made it out of
the USSR, largely due to Tom's persistent humanitarian efforts.

During 1989-1992 | served as the Minister for Congressional
Affairs at Israel's Embassy in Washington, DC and since 1993, |
have been on a sustained contact with Capitol Hill as a consultant
to Israeli leaders on US-Israel relations. During those years | was
exposed to the dramatic expansion of Tom's efforts on behalf of
the Jewish State and the Jewish People.

Tom's efforts were driven by principles and values and his support
of the Cause of the Jewish People and Jewish State has always
been non-conditional.

Resﬁﬁ{:tfull /4 .
Am aéa or (ret.) Yoram Ettj r/‘/
66/Rimon Street, J?u'sa 93715, Israel

66 Rimon Street, Jerusalem 93715 Tel: 972-2-679-3605 Cell: 972-54-467-1828 Fax: 972-2-670-8173

e-mail: yoramtcx@netvision.net.il



COUNTY JUDGE

Fort Bend County, Texas

Robert E. Hebert (281) 341-3608
County Judge Fax (281) 341-8609
December 23, 2010

The Honorable Pat Priest
Senior District Court Judge
The State of Texas

Austin, TX 78701

Dear Judge Priest:

[ write this lefter as a long-time friend of Tom DeLay. I have known Tom for over twenty years and |
have had the pieasure to work closely with him as my congressman and as Majority Leader of the U.S,
House of Representatives on several matters over the years of extreme importance to my home county
and to the nation.

As an individual 1 found Tom extremely supportive and effective in helping pass legistation funding
water quality research through the AWWA Research Foundation. He very quickly understood the need
for federal support of this effort and was instrumental in providing millions of dollars over a ten-year
period to this effort. Each dollar Tom helped raised was matched 6 to 1 with private sector money to
support the research necessary to help provide quality water to America.

As County Judge of Fort Bend County, I worked with Tom as Majority Leader on a number of issues
critical to the well-being of our citizens. Tom was successful in helping improve numerous transportation
initiatives in the county, as was always available to look into issues which I felt were important to our
constituents. Quietly, Tom worked with me over the years to find ways to help finance a much needed
water and wastewater utility for a very low-income area in Northeast Fort Bend — a heavily Democratic
area, but one with a great need and little money. He found over $2.5 Million in direct aid for this effort
and initiated a process which ultimately provided a $20 Million authorization under WRDA shortly after
he left office. He didn’t do this for the votes or for profit as he received neither. He did this because he is
a fair and compassionate man who was committed to serving everyone in his district to his best ability.

Tom DeLay served Fort Bend County well and showed many times that he is a man of compassion and
honor. I urge you to also be compassionate at this time as you consider the matter before you.

el

Robert E. Hebert
County Judge

301 Jackson St., Suite 719 = Richmond, TX 77469



Congressman Louie Gohmert
RO. Box 8060
Tyler, Texas 75711

January 5% in the Year of our Lord 2011

Honorable Pat Priest

Blackwell-Thurman Criminal Justice Center
509 West 11th, 9t Floor

Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Judge Priest:

Sentencing usually is not easy. It was not for me during my terms as a district Judge. But, it truly is important to
understand the heart that lies beneath the surface of the person being sentenced.

I grew to know the man you are going to sentence through rumning for Congress and serving in Congress with
Tom Delay as the Majority Leader. The media called him “the Hammer,” because they did not know how he
was behind closed doors nor how he dealt with people he led. Becanse of his reputation I had read about in the
media and because of my own hard-headedness, I expected to have confrontations with Majority Leader Delay.
Yet, when I disagreed strongly with a major bill he was pushing, he could not have been nicer. In our meetings
he acted more like a well-reasoned equal who just wanted a chance to explain his position and why it made
sense.

2

The man you are sentencing is a man with whom I expected to repeatedly butt heads. However, not only did he
not butt heads when we disagreed, he used cerebral thinking and logic to make his case in thoughtful
discussion_ not a view of Tom Delay cne gets from the media.

While the media painted Tom Delay as self-centered and self-absorbed, he did such things as agree to the
reduction of a large portion of the Republicans in his own district during Congressional redistricting. That
magnanimity made him far more vulnerable to defeat personally, while assisting other members of Congress
from Texas who shared his concerns for America’s future.

It is also critical to note that even in the evidence at your trial, his efforts were not to become wealthy himself,
but to help elect people who shared his heightened concerns for America’s future. Although those individualg
are of a different political party than your own, the motivation was selfless.

Anyone who thinks Tom Delay’s lack of personal greed must have meant he has been driven by a lust for —
personal power would reveal an ignorance of what privalely drove the man. Those who were present in the

room. when the Speaker of the House was stepping down and Tom was the next logical choice to step up and
become speaker confirm his incredible selflessness. At that time, Tom said he himself was too much of 4
lightening rod and had too much passion to be effective as Speaker; he felt it should be someone who was more
low key and even-handed. So he suggested his own DEPUTY, Dennis Hastert, to be the next speaker. Those in
the room knew the superior perks going to the third most powerful person in America as Speaker. They knew

that U.S. House Speakers are memorialized but party leaders are not. Yet, the man you are to sentence thought
more of his country’s own good than he did of his potertial power and personal perks.



When Republicans in the US House of Representatives realized that there was a District Attorney in Austin,
Texas who was taking matters pertaining to Tom Delay before grand juries for potential indictment and they
further were told that “a good prosecutor could potentially indict a ham sandwich,” they realized there needed to
be a rule change to their party tules. Prior fo that time, the Republicans had a rule that if a leader within the
party were indicted, he would be automatically removed from the leadership position. Democrats in the House
were smart enough not to have such a rule at that time that might invite an overzealous Republican prosecutor to
pursue one of their leaders. The Republican nile was then changed so that if a Republican leader were indicted,
the remainder of the party leaders would investigate and report back within a certain period with their
recommendation for proper action in that leader’s situation.

Later, when some within his own party were whispering to Speaker Dennis Hastert that they should change the
Republican rule back again, Speaker Hastert asked Tom to tell the Republican conference that he supported
changing the rule back so that indictment would mean immediate removal from leadership. Even though such a
change back might have returned attractiveness to a Democratic district attorney to get him removed by
indictment, Tom dutifully stood up before the Republican conference and said he was suppottive of changing
the rule back again. I could not believe anyone could be 50 self-LESS as to make such a statement, but Tom
Delay was and did make the statement. With his statement in support, the rule was changed back, and Tom was
subsequently indicted though under a law that did not exist at the time of the acts in question. Those charges, as
the court knows, were dismissed and Tom Delay was reindicted before a new grand jury basically at its
inception which has now led to this time of sentencing.

As the court knows, it must look to a number of factors in promulgating a sentence. Is Tom Delay a threat to be
a recidivist such that a strong deterrent message is necessary for him personally? He no longer has the political
capacity to raise such money so personal deterrence does not seem to be an issue here.

Is a punitive sentence necessary to be a deterrent to the general public? Tom Delay has already lost all power,
been overwhelmed with legal debt, had a nightmare scenario for his family, seen friends leave his social circle
in droves, been held up to public ridicule incessantly, and even had to resort to dancing to raise money for his
family. What he has already been through is not only a deterrent to people engaging in questionable activity, it
even makes one wonder if it is worth trying to help the country by getting into the political arena at all. I
persenally have wondered that as well.

Regarding a court’s obligation to consider public safety, the court will not likely affect public safety no matter
how tough or how lenient the sentence is. In such a case, it certainly seems that a person who is probation
eligible would be a geod candidate for probation. Through probation, the court could further satisfy itself that
proper activities are underway for helping the rehabilitation of both the nation and the person being sentenced.
To that end, the undersigned would humbly request this court’s good consideration.

Respectfully,




TED POE

2O DISTRICY, Trxas

COMMITTFES:
FOREIGN AFFAIRS
JUDICIARY

FOUNDLH QF CONGRESSIONAL
VICHM'S MGHTS CAUCUS

Congress of the Tnited States
Honse of Repregentatives

Washington, DEC 203154302
January 5, 2011

Judge Fom Price

Court of Criminal Appeals
Supreme Court Building
P.Q. Box 12308

Austin, TX 78711

Dear Judge Prige,

I write to you in order to bring attention to the many positive things that former Representative
Tom Delay did for the state of Texas during his over twenty years of service in the House of
Representatives.  Both during his time as an individual member of Congress representing the areu south
of Houston, and during his time in House leadersh ip, Congressman Delay kept the interests of our state at
the Torefront of his work.

I have known Congressman Delay personally for about 25 years, | travelled with him to Israel in
1987, and he represented the inlerests of our country in a superior capacity and continued to do so during
the rest of his lengthy career in public service. Congressman Delay has spent most of his life in public
service and has been a champion for the people of the state of Texas,

During his time in Congress, Rep. Delay tirelessly advocated for NASA and the Johnson Space
Center, The Johnson Space Center provides jobs for 3,200 civil servants, 110 astronauts and a workforce
ol over 15,000 contractors. Just in the Houston ared alone, 31,497 related jobs in aerospace and other
industries can be attributed to the Johnson Space Center. Today, these jobs represent over $2.3 billion in
personal income (o our state.

Additionally, Rep. Delay fought against new federal environmental regulations which would have
been detrimental to the energy industry in ‘Texas. Today the state of Texas, and specifically the city of
Houston, remain the energy capital of the world, accounting for hundreds of thousands of jobs.

Finally, I would like to bring attention o the support that Rep, Tom Delay gave to the miljtary
during his time in office. Today, there are 24 major military installations in Texas. These installations
house over 194,936 personnel in the state and have an economic impact for the state of over $44 billion
each year, These facilities received support from Rep. Delay during his time as an individual member
and his time in lcadership.

Sincerely,

TED POE
Member of Congress




SAM JOHNSON

THIRE ISTRICT, TEXAS

R211 LORGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BULDING
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12021 2884200
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Congress of the Wnited Seates
Wovse of Representatives
Washington, DE 205154305

January 6, 2011

Travis County Clerk of Court
Blackwell-Thurman Criminal Justice Center
P.O. Box 1748

Austin, TX 78767

Case number: DIDC050904161
State of Texas VS Thomas Dale Delay

Attn; The Honorable Pat Priest

Your Honor,

COMBBTIEES.
WAYS AND MEANS

HANKING MEMBEA:

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
SOCIAL SECURITY

DEPUTY WHIP

CORMISSIGNER:

L8 -RUSSIAN JOINT
COMMISSION ON POWIMIAS

HEOENT
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

I'am writing this letter in regard to Tom DeLay, [ have known Tom DeLay since the
1980s. We have worked together in the Texas Statehouse and the United States Congress
on a wide range of issues. [ can say unequivocally that the Tom Delay | know is not
someone who would knowingly break the law. The Tom DeLay I know is a man of deep
conviction and great Christian faith. He has been a tireless warrior for liberty and free
enterprise. He is a devout family man who not only cared for his own family, but he
found others who had no family and gave them a home.

Tom Delay has long record of service to the United States and to the State of Texas.
Given that the legal issues of this case are novel and complicated, | respectfully request
that no sentence be imposed before this longtime public servant has the opportunity to

appeal this conviction. Please feel free to contact me if you wish to discuss this in

person. I can be reached at 202-225-4201.

Respectlully,

\
5,

B

‘{ 1

T 2 o \‘\i\\\ W B\J
Sam Johnson E

Member of Congress

Csi/dh

FRINTEL ON ARCYGLED PAPER
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January 6, 2011

Mr. Dick DeGuerin
1018 Preston Ave.
Houston, TX 77002-1806

Dear Mr. DeGuerin:

I am writing on behalf of my friend and former Texas rolleague in the House of
Representatives, Tom DeLay, Tom has devoted much of his career working to improve the lives
of Americans by promoting conservative policies and programs. He also has personally invested
time and resources in promoting foster care and sponsoring foster care teenagers,

If Mx DeLay coramitted any offense, it is my opinion that it would be for being a
hardworking Republican Membet of Congress and a dedicated public servant. Ihope that the
court will consider his years of public service in rendering their decision.

With best regards, [ am
mcerely, - :
Ralph M. Hall
Member of Congress
[F 104 Monre San JadinTd STaeeT [ GoLun Gounty GourT FAGILITY [ 107 Easy Peaan STAEET [ .5 PosT OrricE . [C] 4303 Texas BouLgvars, Suite 2

RackwaLL, TX 75087-2508 1800 NoRTH GRAVER STREET, SUITE 101 Begfman, TX 75080-598% 320 CHURGH STAEET, SINTE 132 TEXARKANA, TX 7E503-3004
97 771-9118 MoKINMEY, TX TE089-3322 (903} 8921112 SULPHUR SFRINGS, TX 764322606 (603) 794-4445
{972) 722-0907 FAX (214} 726-0948 {903} BG&-0269 FAX 1908} BB5-B138 (03] 7945577 FAX

[21d) 728-8383 FAX {803} 439-0874 FAX



Joe Barton
SixmH DisTRicT, TExAS

January 5, 2011
Mr. Dick Deguerin
1018 Preston Ave. ‘
Houston, TX 77002-1806

Dear Mr. Dick Deguerin:

I have known Tom DeLay for over two'decades. I had the privilege to serve with
him in Congress from 1985 until he retired in 2006. I consider him to be a man of
personal honor and high integrity. I value him as a personal friend.

I am not familiar with the specifics of the legal issues in his pending trial, but I am
- familiar with his political activities and fundraising efforts during the 2001-2003 time
period. T was in numerous strategy meetings, brainstorming sessions, and fundraising
events that he also participated in, At no time did I witness or hear him advocate or
suggest doing anything that was outside the law. To the contrary, my recollection is that

he emphasized just the dpposite. He made it extremely clear that he wanted everything
done according “to the book,”

I do not believe that Tom knowingly, willfully, or intentionally violated any state
or federal law. It should not be a crime to exercise your constitutional right to political
freedom for your pohtlcal party. Simply put, Tom DeLay should not be plosecuted
because he played to win politically, within the rules.

I strongly urge maximum leniency in his sentence. Tom DeLay is a good, decent
man.

Sincerely,

Joe Barton
Member of Congress

NOT PRINTED R MAILED AT COVEANMENT BXPENSE
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DEPUTY WHIP

Respetﬁnly,

Kvin Brady

RADY

COMMITTEE ON
A CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES WAYE AND MESDS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES RaniitiG MEMBER, SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRADE

SUECOMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SEouriTy

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE
RANKING HOUSE REpuBLIGAN

WasriNGTON, D.C,

Travis County Clerk of Court
Blackwell-Thurman Criminal Justice Center
P.O. Box 1748

Austin, TX 78767

Case number: DIDC050904161
State of Texas VS Thomas Dale Delay

Attention: The Honorable Pat Priest

Dear Judge Priest:

You have no doubt heard a lot about Tom DeLay over the course of this trial, but before you
proceed further I would like to tell you about the Tom DeLay I know.,

We have worked together in the United States Congress on a wide range of issues and I can say
ungguivocally that the Tom DeLay I know is not someone who would knowingly break the law.
The Tom DeLay I know is a man of deep conviction and great faith, He has been a tireless
warrior for liberty and free enterprise. This devout family man not only cared for his own
family, he found others who had no family and gave them a home.

Tom Delay has long record of service to the United States and to the state of Texas. Given that
the legal issue in this case is novel and complicated, I respectfully request that no sentence be
imposed before this longtime public servant has the opportunity to appeal this conviction.

doma
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January 6, 2011

Travis County Clerk of Court
Blackwell-Thurman Ciiminal Justice Center
P.O. Box 1748

Austin, TX 78767

Case number: DIDC050904161
State of Texas VS Thomas Dale Delay

At The Honorable Pat Priest

Your Honor,

As you continue to deliberate over this frial concerning Tom DeLay, [ would be remiss if I did
not share with you my thoughts aboui Tom,

I worked with him from my first day in Congress and he was an honest and even-handed leader.
The Tom DeLay I know would never knowingly break the law, He believes in the Constitution
of the United States and worked tirelessly as a Member of Congress fo protect those rights and to
ensure that they were not infringed upon,

T am not an attorney but I de realize this legal issue is unique and very complicated, before any

sentence be imposed [ would respectfully request that he be given the opportunity to appeal,

Sincerely,

f// 4 /. (/‘

ﬁfﬁ . fﬁé’d«f{?} P
Michael C. Burgess, M.D,
Member of Congress

229 Cauron House Oreee Bukanna




Honorable John R. Carter
U.S. Representative (TX-31)

December 17, 2010

Senior Judge Pat Priest

331st Criminal District Court
Blackwell-Thurman Criminal Justice Center
509 West 11th, 9th Floor

Austin, Texas 78701

RE: State of Texas vs. Tom Delay

Dear Judge Priest:

I have known and worked with Tom Delay since being elected to Congress in 2002. I
know Tom to be an honorable man who keeps his word. Tom Delay is a family man and a good
Christian. I believe he is a good candidate for a probated sentence.

I understand that sentencing has a punishment factor. Tom Delay has fallen from the
number two leadership position in the House of Representatives to become an unemployable
former member who no one will hire in his chosen field of politics. He has lost everything but
his family. I hope these losses can be punishment enough,

It is true that Tom Delay has been a strong advocate for a Conservative Republican
government. However, he is a reliable person who will follow all the rules of probation and meet
all of his obligations to your honorable court.

As a retired District Judge ofthe 277th District Court, it is not my policy to make
recommendations to other courts unless I believe the circumstances overwhelmingly warrant
such action. I believe the Delay case warrants my comments.

I respectfully request that defendant Tom Delay be granted a probated sentence in this
case. | am confident that he has learned a hard lesson and will be a successful probationer and a
credit to society.

Respectfully submitted,

" John R. Carter
Member of Congress



BOB LANIER

January 4, 2011
The Honorable Pat Priest

Dear Judge Priest,

I’ve known Tom Delay since he was in the state legislature and I was
Texas Highway Commission Chairman. He struck me then and now as
diligent, forthright and dedicated to the people he was elected to serve.

He came to me after he was elected to Congress and said he wanted to
study transportation matters with me and he did — with great interest
and enthusiasm. I recall a public hearing in Fort Bend County on the
comparative value to taxpayers of roads and bus systems as opposed to
light rail. Attended by about 500 persons, the hearing went on for hours
and Tom stayed for the entire proceeding, listening to concerns and
learning all he could. He worked hard to understand transportation
issues and devoured hard data from all sources available.

As first a member and then the chairman of the House Transportation
Appropriations Committee he determined that while Texas was a very
substantial donor state, Texas did not receive its fair share back. He
worked hard to change that along with Texas Sen. Lloyd Bentsen and,
to some extent, the undersigned. This resulted in substantial additional
funds that allowed Texas to improve its highways, roads, transitways as
well as light rail where justified. Texas’ national standing on
congestion improved.

Most of the issues on which I have worked with Tom have been in
transportation, which has a large statistical base, including but not
limited to census data. He worked on that basis as well as any public
official with whom I'have ever worked quickly — separating data from
hogwash. I’m a Democrat, but our interactions were almost always on

the merits, not political, and it worked on many matters for Texas,
Houston and the nation.

3665 WILLOWICK ROAD HOUSTON, TEXAS 77019
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BOB LANIER

Tom remains an able, productive person (he even dances well!) and T
hope you will consider my plea for leniency in his sentencing, should it
come to that. [ believe he still has much he can offer his community
and think that in many ways the past five years have been punishment
for him. There’s a lot of good left in Tom.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

Respectfully yours,

Lot Famin

Robert C. Lanier

3665 WILLOWICK ROAD HOUSTON, TEXAS 77019 °



Ann and Sheppard H. Werlein, Jr.
702 Mistycreek Dr.
Richmond, Texas 77406

December 30, 2010

The Honorable Pat Priest
Senior District Court Judge
The State of Texas

Austin, TX 78701

Dear Judge Priest:

I have known Tom DeLay for over 20 years. He is one of the most honorable, dedicated public
servants [ have ever known. Tom is a strong Christian man and has changed many lives as a
foster parent and an active participant in Child Advocates.

As the Precinct 4 Constable, 1 provided security for Congressman Delay when he was in district.
Tom was assigned a security detail from the Capital Police who were responsible for his security
while in Washington, [ and my Office, through close (,oordlnatlon with Capital Police, were
responsible for Tom’s security when He was-in the District. :

It was my responsibility to insure his safety and security during travel, at functions, in church
and even when on the golf course. Needless to say I had the opportunity to be with Tom during
many different, not only public but private situations. Over the years I came to respect Tom very
much and never saw him make a decision that was not based on both his Christian principles and
what, he believed, was in the best interest of our Country. Not what was in his best interest, not
what he could do to “line his pockets”, not what would make Tom “look good” and not what He
could do to gain more personal power but what was best for the United States of America and
those that he was dedicated to represent.

Judge, from one public servant to another please show compassion. Tom has been destroyed
both politically and personally. His opponents have won. He will never again be able to hold
public office or influence our political system. Is this not punishment enough for a man that
dedicated his life to serving, what he believed, was in the best interest of this Counfry.

Tom has made many mistakes and bad decisions, as all of us that have been in positions of
power have. I believe that the decisions Tom has made while in office were not made for
personal gain, but for the good of the citizen. I only wish that all of our pubhc servants made
decisions baséd on this principle, our Country would be much better served. .
Tha.nk yoil 1 8 for your service and I pray for you and the decision you must make that will
uitmn ately d1ctate the rema111de1 of this'servant’s life.




George W. “Bill’Ceverha

5950 Cedar Springs Rd. Suite 200 Dallas, TX 75235  214-350-1894  214-956-6733(Fuax)
email; beeverhai@att-net

December 30, 2010

The Honorable Pat Priest
%DeGuerin and Dickson

7th Floor, The Republic Building
1018 Preston Avenue

Houston, Texas 77002

Dear Judge Priest,

Please accept this letter as my personal support of former congressman Tom Delay as you
consider his punishment in January.

As you may remember from my testimony at his trial, I have known Tom for over 30 years and
consider him to be my friend. During our service together in the Texas House of Representatives,
he was one of my room-mates in Austin. In all those years, I have seen him as an individual who
works hard to achieve his goals in public office, but always with integrity and honesty,
Obviously, he has fought from a partisan standpoint in the political arena, but no more so than
his political opponents. To my knowledge, he has never been accused of misusing public funds
or trying to better himself at the expense of the taxpayer or his political contributors.

On a personal level, Tom is a dedicated husband and father, with his heart firmly planted in his
Christian faith. In that regard, he is obviously the provider for his wife and family in a situation
which has undoubtedly already cost him hundreds of thousands of dollars in legal fees over the
past six years ot so, with more legal expenses to come in his appeal process.

Please consider the alternative of probation and allow a good man to keep his role as father,
husband and provider as his appeal proceeds.

Thank you for your consideration.



BoB DEUFELL

CTEXAS SENATOR

P. O. BOX 8609 * GREENVILLE, TEXAS 75404

January 3, 2011

The Honorable Pat Priest

% DeGuerin and Dickson

7" Floor, The Republic Building
1018 Preston Avenue

Houston, TX 77002

RE: Tom Delay
Dear Judge Priest:

[ have the utmost respect for our judicial system and the prosecution and judicial
proceedings regarding Mr. Delay including his conviction.

I would respectfully ask for probation for Mr. Delay.

Mr. Delay is not a personal friend. T have met him only a few times. However, 1
have followed his career through the years and admire his public service. While
he has been involved in many partisan battles, the great extent of his career is
dedicated and selfless public service with integrity and honesty. His conviction
did not involve any personal gain or a mistrust of taxpayer money.

Mr. Delay, as you know, has a family. I would ask consideration for his family as
well as you consider sentencing, His family has made many sacrifices in his years
of public service as well. The Delay family has suffered much in terms of
financial expenses and emotional expenses. Probation would seem a reasonable
sentence when looking at Mr. Delay’s entire career. Probation would allow M.
Delay to be with his family and maintain his role as a father and husband. T see
no danger to society with a sentence of probation.

Again, I have the uimost respect for our judicial system and 1 deeply appreciate
your contribution to Texas and our country.

Sincerely,

f ‘9\}} @ k%@

Robert F. Deuell, M.D.

CC: George W, “Bill” Ceverha
5950 Cedar Springs Rd, Ste 200
Datlas, TX 75235

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF BOB DEUELL



Whe Siate of Wexuz
House of Representatioes

P.O. Box 669
Van, Texas 75790-0869
Tel; 903-567-6822
Fax: 90?—567-6833

Representing
Hunt, Rains, and
Van Zandt Counties

Dan Flynn

Statz Reprasentative - District 2
January 3, 2610

The Honorable Pat Priest
%DeGuerin and Dickson

7" Floor, The Republic Building
1018 Preston Avenue

Houston, TX 77002

Dear Judge Priest,

Please consider this letter as my personal support of former congressman Tom Delay as you
deliberate his punishment in January.

1 have known Tom for approximaiely 10 years and know he was a strong congressional leader
and well respected among his colleagues. Tom is a man of integrity and honesty who worked
hard to achieve his goals in public office. He’s fought hard in the political ring for his party’s
platform just as his political opponents have. As for as I know Tom has never been accused of
misusing public funds or for that fact found guilty of any crime involving the laws of this land.

Tom is a dedicated husband and father and loves his family dearly. He is aiso a Christian relying
on his faith to guide him. Tom is the sole supporter of his family and is in a situation which has

cost him thousands of dollars in legal fees, with more legal expense expected in the future.

I respectfully request that you consider probation for Tom Delay and allow him to remain with
his family during the appeal process.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

~ Dan Flynn
State Representative — House Distriet™2

Not paid for or mailed at slate expense.

Paid for by Dan Flynn Campaign, Dr. Rollin Sininger, Treasurer, .O. Box 669, Van, TX 757900869
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4004 Sharp Place
Alexandria, Virginia 22304

Honorable Pat Priest

Senior Retired District Judge

District Court of Travis County
Blackwell-Thurman Criminal Justice Center
509 West 11t

Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Honorable Judge Priest:
We are writing on behalf of our friend of the past two decades, Tom Delay.

We first became acquainted with Tom when we arrived as newly elected Members
of the United States House of Representatives from New York State in 1989 (Bill)
and 1990 (Susan). We served alongside Tom through the end of our respective
tenures in 1997 (Susan) and Bill (1999} and have remained close personal friends
with him and his wife, Christine, throughout these many years and to this very day.

During our years in public service we have had the privilege of working alongside
many hundreds of good elected officials, including local, state and federal
representatives, executives and jurists. Without a doubt, Tom DeLay is the most
dedicated, passionate, caring, honorable and principled among these fine people,

and his commitment to our Nation has been the absolute hallmark of his public
service career.

Tom DeLay came to public office from the private sector with the goal of making
government work more effectively in the cause of a growing economy, to make
America more resolute in the face of global challenges, and to insure that principles
of faith and family were not subjugated in our society. Every day, we witnessed Tom
labor on behalf of these heartfelt causes, and as a result of his leadership in
Congress, significant progress was in all these areas. To Tom, being in office and in
the Leadership in Congress was never about personal gain or hidden agendas but of
advancing these causes and the agenda of America first, last and always.

Some wrongly suggest that Tom wanted to attain power in his own name, but our

personal experience with him underscores that he constantly worked to advance
others at his own expense.
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This was clear to all in a very dramatic way when, on December 19, 1998, the
Speakership became available when Speaker-presumptive Bob Livingston took to
the House Floor to announce that he would not serve in that post. Tom was next in
line as Majority Leader, and could have easily ascended to the job that day by simply
turning to his assembled colleagues and stating his intentions.

Bill, who was leaving Congress in a few weeks, was sitting between Tom and Dennis
Hastert (then Chief Deputy Whip) when this drama unfolded. At that moment, Bill
and Dennis turned to Tom and said he should, in fact, take the Speakership, But Tom
said it would be counterproductive to the cause for him to do so, that our Party and
our agenda needed a fresh face, and a different style of Speakership than he could
offer, and he asked Dennis Hastert to consider standing for that office.

In American history, it is almost impossible to pinpoint any individual who, similarly
positioned to ascend to the third highest office in the land, would reject that
opportunity and hand it over to another, subjugating their ambitions for the cause in
which they so strongly believed. But that is, precisely, what Tom DeLay did that day.

For Tom, the cause was always bigger than his personal ambition or thirst for high
office or recognition.

We also know Tom DeLay as a family man, a man of deep religious faith, a man who
worried about the personal lives of his colleagues. On a regular basis, Tom reached
out to help colleagues, to Hill staffers, to friends and to others in their times of need,

when a broken spirit, a family challenge, a health or financial need was looming in
their lives.

We witnessed time and again Tom'’s efforts that saved many a career, kept families
together, and advanced the lives of countless individuals.

We witnessed it also when we traveled to Israel and met Jews from the former
Soviet Union whose freedom Tom had fought for so valiantly over many years.

And, we witnessed Tom and Christine’s commitment to the most vulnerable of our
society, the children of Texas who needed an advocate, who needed a home, who
needed a hand to pull them out of neglect, out of abuse, out of hopelessness. They

used every position they held, every contact they made and every opportunity
afforded them to help these children.

Finally, we witnessed Tom, our dear friend, come into our home time and time
again, directly from the Floor of Congress, and pull off his tie, sit down on our floor,
and play with our young daughters who, in turn, love him as a member of our family.
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Tom Delay is in every sense a joyful, kind, and compassionate man. He has always
put others above self. [1e has always placed the cause of America, and Americans,
first and foremost in his public service career.

We are honored to call Tom DelLay our friend, and respectfully ask this Honorable
Court to carefully consider our comments and the comments of Tom’s many other
friends as sentencing is made in this case.,
Sincerely,
/ / M ‘
ryYv M

BILL PAXON SUSAN MOLINARI



GERALD GEISTWEIDT

P.0O, Box 1909

Telephone: 325.347.6328 Mason, Texas 76856 Facsimile: 325,347.6320

January 3, 2011

The Honorable Pat Priest

% DeGuerin and Dickson

7th Floor, The Republic Building
1018 Preston Avenue

Houston, Texas 77002

RE:  Tom Delay

Dear Judge Priest:

For more than 30 years, [ have known Tom Delay and his family intimately. He was my desk-mate on
the floor of the Texas House of Representatives. During his service in Austin, he was my roommate in
an apartment shared by 3 Democrat and 3 Republican representatives. In all of our associations, I

have found Tom to be a person of extraordinary honesty and integrity. All of those who know him well
would agree with my opinion.

If Tom violated any law, as was determined in his recent trial, [ know that the violation was the result of
mistake and not intentional. His moral character and Christian principals simply would not allow him to
consciously decide on an illegal course of action.

In considering Tom's sentence, please also consider his previously unblemished career of public service
to the State of Texas, his many charitable acts outside of his political activities, and the needs of his wife

and family for whom Tom is the primary provider and nurturer.

I remain proud to call Tom Delay my friend, and I pray you will grant him leniency in deciding his
sentence.

Sincerely,

oot Juitcsid

Gerald Geistweidt



SAM B. RATA

1 TURNABOUT COURT
SUGAR LAND, TEXAS 77478

January 3,2011

The Honorable Pat Priest
c/o Dick Deguerin

1018 Preston Avenue
Houston, Tx.77002-1806

Dear Judge Priest,

My husband and I are writing this letter in support of our former Congressinan Tom Delay
who recently was found guilty in a case in which you were the Presiding Judge.

As friends of Tom and having served on the SREC for many years,we have known him to
be a man of outstanding character as a Charitable Citizen, a State and U.S. Elected Official,
and a Community Leader. '

Tom's energy and communication skills for just causes and to keep his constituents
informed of important issues during his years as a State Legislator and U.S. Congressman
in the 22nd District was outstanding. His commitment to family values and Christian
beliefs also speak volumes for his character.

One of Tom's charitable accomplishments was the development of the Rio Bend
Community in Richmond, Tx., which were homes for Foster Children.

A major community service was providing funds to operate a state- of- the- att Airport to
serve his District and surrounding communities. He also provided funding to improve the
development of U.S. Hwy 59 years ahead of schedule which had a positive economic
impact in our area.

Therefore, we would like to beg you to consider Tom's achievements as an example of his
character and contributions in the sentencing phase and not to consider the political
implications of this case.

With respect

.
(_\Z/Lé-}f:}tﬂ—f’ - \gﬁaﬂw

Terese & Sam Raia

S



December 27,2010
Affidavit of Dr. Cassie Statuto Bevan
Lecturer
School of Social Policy and Practice
University of Pennsylvania
And
Fellow
Field Center for Children’s Policy, Practice and Research
University of Pennsylvania

chevan@sp2.upenn.edy

Re: Sentencing of Tom Delay
Before Senior District Judge of the State of Texas Pat Priest
Dear Judge Priest:

As you deliberate the sentence of Tom Delay, I ask that you consider the documents
that I have attached. For the safe of brevity, these documents indicate only some of
the legislative actions that Mr. DeLay has taken on behalf of severely abused
children.

The Washington Post Columnist Mary McGrory wrote on February 11, 2001, after
the violent death of 23 month old Brianna Blackmond that: “Now Tom Delay’s
ferocious skills are focused on an unlikely and worthy cause, the plight of children
caught up in the District of Columbia’s chaotic foster care system. Delay as the
champion of poor, luckless, loser kids?” McGrory noted that: “Many people know
that DeLay and his wife Christine, have taken three troubled teenage foster children
into their Houston home over the years. She quoted Delay at a hearing as he raged:
“I have seen things and heard things about the way that Child and Family Services is
defaulting on its charter to care for children that turned my stomach.” The famous
self-described liberal columnist McGrory warned “le’s not just talking, He will
introduce a bill for a Family Court” The column entitled: “The Right Tool for the Job”
concluding by observing, “The Hammer is coming. The designated nail, the DC child
welfare world, is in for it.”

As the Family Court Act moved through the US House of Representatives, opponents
argued that judges should not have to serve longer than the current average of nine
months in the family division because of the risk of “burnout.” McGrory in a June 28,
2001 column entitled: “Juvenile Justice Tastes the Whip” quoted Mr. Del.ay’s reason
for wanting “one judge one child” and five year terms for volunteer judges to serve
in a separate Family Court “It takes time to learn the difference between the fakers,
the liars, the compulsives, the mentally ill, chronic drug abusers, the alcoholics, and
the parents who with supportive services can really stop hurting their children.”
Months after DeLay’s bill “sailed” through the House with the support of both
parties and picked up bipartisan cosponsors in the Senate, the bill stalled. McGrory



penned a headline “The Advocate Who Won't Quit” (November 11, 2001) referring
to Mr. DeLay’s tenacity in pursuit of court reforms despite those “who question his
motives and his credentials as a champion of children for whom,..life ain’t been no
crystal stair.” The concluding paragraph made it clear that many in the DC
community were counting on Mr. DeLay to prevail. “He (DeLay) gave his opponents
a little taste of what was in store for them if they crossed him. The District’s poor
children could benefit, and the little martyr, Brianna Blackmond, can be
remembered for something other than the way she died.” The DC Family Court Act
became law in January, 2002.

Mr. DeLay soon became embroiled in a debate over the interstate placement of
foster children for out of home care or adoption . Foster children waiting for a
placement out of state waited on average one year longer than placement within a
single state. For the 100,000 abused children stuck in foster care waiting for
adoptive families this delay was a major developmental and emotional setback. The
bipartisan bill, HR 5403, received final passage on May 24, 2006. Many
Representatives from both parties praised Mr. DeLay for his introduction of the bill
and his work on securing final passage in both chambers. But it was Mr. Pete Stark
(D-CA) who rose to speak on the House floor to say: “I note the presence of the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DeLay) with whom I have disagreed on almost every
issue except in the area of helping children...I do not know if many of you know that
the gentieman from Texas is responsible...in creating a family court in the District of
Columbia...he has created a court here that helps children.”

Mr. Stark continued “I want to remark on one other thing in Mr. DeLay’s career. [
am aware that, in Texas, he has created a most unique and it sounds to me like an
exciting community called the Rio Bend Community. For those who are unfamiliar
with this, it creates a subdivision of let us say eight homes. 1 suspect they are ranch
homes or standard homes, where eight families who have foster children and
perhaps birth children can live in close proximity and share babysitting and
teaching. When I talk about sharing teaching, I am also aware that in this area of Rio
Bend, Texas, the distinguished gentleman from Texas (Mr. DeLay) is known as Old
Hypotenuse, and Old Hypotenuse has been tutoring the children in this community
in geometry. He may not know thatI gota 100 in geometry in high school, Mr.
Speaker, and 1 might be able to come down and spell him for a while. “ (p. H3151).

Also acknowledging the failure to agree on policy issues, Mr. Dennis Cardoza (D-CA)
summed up the sentiment of Congress by concluding that “there is no doubt that Mr.
DeLay will be fondly remembered for his tireless work on behalf of foster children
and disadvantaged youth.” (H3152)

It is my fervent hope that you see what Mr. DeLay has done for abused children and
will, no doubt, continue to do for these little martyrs. ask that you allow Mr. Delay
the freedom to pursue his work on behalf of children.



I do hereby solemnly swear or affirm under the penalties of perjury that the above
statements are true to the best of my knowledge, information and belief,

Gttty Boiot/

Cassie Statuto Bevan
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FOCUS - 2 of 4 DOCUMENTS

The Wastyington Post
washingtonpost.com

The Washington Post

February 11, 2001 Sunday
Final Edition

The Right Tool for the Job
BYLINYE: Mary Mcgrory
SECTION: OUTLOOK; MARY MCGRORY; Pg. BO1

LENGTH: 814 words

He strikes fear; he gets things done. When he decreed that the House should impeach Bill Clinton, it happened. His offi-
cial title is House Majority Whip and his nickname is "The Hammer," and for good reason. Just ask a lobbyist who has
been laggard in party contributions or an out-of-step member of the Republican Caucus.

Now Tom Del.ay's ferocious skills are focused on an unlikely and worthy cause, the plight of children caught up in the
District of Columbia's chaotic foster care system. DeLay as the champion of poor, luckless, loser kids? Some col-

leagues, especially Democrats who have experienced the rough side of his tongue and the chill of his laser-beam gaze,
waonder.

Cassie Statuto Bevan, a veteran staff member of the House Ways and Means Committee and a friend of children, is not
one of them. She's going to work for him. She's given up a job as executive director of a subcommittee to do it. And
Republican Tom Davis of Virginia, chairman of the House District of Columbia subcommittee, says, "We alt under-
stand that Tom has a soft underbelly on this stuff."

Many people know that Del.ay and his wife, Christine, have taken three troubled teenage foster children into their
Houston home over the years. Mrs. DeLay, a former high school English teacher, is a worker for Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates, an organization that provides hands-on help for overburdened social workers.

What propelled DeL.ay into action was the hideous case of Brianna Blackmend, a shiny-eyed 23-month-old child who
was snatched out of a loving foster home and, against all reasen, returned to her mother at Christmas 1999, She died a
violent death two weeks later.

Everyone failed Brianna: the D.C. social worker who failed to file an adverse report about the house Brianna was taken
to; her court-appointed lawyer, who hadn't seen her in a year and okayed the move, although his suggestion of a court-
appointed homemaker (to help the mother become a beiter parent) fell through the cracks; the judge who failed to hold a

hearing on the case, even though Brianna was to go to the home of a friend of her mother who had a history of neglect-
ing her own four children.

In the larger sense, Brianna was a victim of the pernicious family preservation act, a 1993 federal law that holds that
children are better off in just about any circumstances with their biological mothers. Against considerable contrary evi-
dence, its proponents say that any woman can be made a mother by parenting classes. A hard-fought change in the law -
- making the child’s best interests paramount -- has yet to penetrate some bureaucratic thinking.
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Brianna's mother, who is retarded, had eight other children at the time. They had been removed from her care by the
couris for neglect. Two Washington Post reporters, Scott Higham and Sari Horwitz, who have spent a year investigating
Brianna's story, found cut the most excruciating fact: Brianna's mother hadn't wanted Brianna back. She wanted her
older children instead.

What got to Tom DelLay -- as to many who have read the gruesome record -- is that nothing has happened to those who
were assigned to protect Brianna. Angela O'Brien has been charged with murdering her little Christmas guest, and
Brianna's mother has been indicted for conspiracy and obstruction. But the perpetrators who set the atrocity in motion
have, to all appearances, gone on as before. Nobody has been fired. The tardy social worker was reassigned. The judge
who allowed Brianna to go to O'Brien's home, Evelyn E.C. Queen, imposed a gag order immediately. She recently re-
tired. She has not apologized. Neither has anyone else.

When the grand jury that sat on the Brianna case proposed to widen its investigation to the responsible city officials,
the U.8. attorney's office stepped in and cut off its activities with the two indictments. It could have been an example of
government bureaucrats' mutual protective league at work, or else a considered judgment that an inquiry might uncover
more than what could be handled.

At a September hearing on the Brianna tragedy held by the House District subcommittee, Del.ay raged about the "com-
placency at the top™ "T have seen things and heard things about the way that Child and Family Services is defaulting on
its charter to care for children that turned my stomach.”

He's not just talking. He will introduce a bill for a Family Court, which will put an end to rotating judges stepping in
and out of children's cases. He's enlisted D.C. Mayor Anthony Williams, himself a foster child, in the enterprise.

DeLay will go out and see things for himself -- as he does in Texas -- and talk to unfortunate children. He has talked
with the president about his plans, and hopes to recruit the first iady for his cause.

The Hammer is coming. The designated nail, the D.C. child welfare world, is in for it. It could be something to cele-
brate.

LOAD-DATE: April 2, 2002
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

PUBLICATION-TYPE: Newspaper

Copyright 2001 The Washington Post
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FOCUS - 3 of 4 DOCUMENTS

The Wastyington Post
washingtonpost.com

The Washington Post

June 28, 2001 Thursday
Final Edition

Juvenile Justice Tastes the Whip
BYLINE: Mary Mcgrory
SECTION: A SECTION; MARY MCGRORY; Pg. A03

LENGTH: 770 words

Rufus King, chief justice of the Disitict of Columbia Superior Court, is not used to having people talk to him the way
House Republican Whip Tom DeLay addressed him intermittently for four hours at a hearing on D.C. court reform.

In his courtroom, His Honor is god. Any lip could get you jail time for contempt of court. Tom DeLay runs the House
like a drill sergeant, and his contempt for the D.C, Court and its reform plans he made no attempt to conceal. The defer-
ence urged on him by various members of the District establishment is just not an option. The erstwhile professional
exterminator from Texas promised, when he came to the Commitiee on Government Reform, to be "blunt.” ¥t was not
necessary. He is not called "the Hammer" on the Hill for nothing.

DelLay calls the District's juvenile justice system "a failure," a designation that so riled Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-
D.C.) that she railed against DeLay, although not in his presence. She is a militant advocate of District home rule, a
cause that is not helped by reminders of the shortcomings of the local government. The inadequacies of the Child and
Family Service Agency were exposed in the hideous case of Brianna Blackmond, a two-year-old who was killed after
being returned by court order to her retarded mother.

DelLay was so enraged by the noxious blend of apathy and arrogance that marked the conduct on every level -- from the
Judge who made the fateful decision without a hearing to the child's court-appointed lawyer, who hadn't seen his client
for a year -- that he called for a complete overhaul of the system and the creation of an independent court. In response to
this unprecedented raid on District turf, the establishment of bench and bar rallied around King and his scheme. His
reform, DeLay stormed, would be by the court, of the court and "for the court." Ho charged that careerism, home rule
and institutional imperatives all took precedence over the welfare of the children.

But under heavy fire from the champions of the status quo, DeLay reireated, agreeing that the new court would be un-
der the jurisdiction of the old one.

Judge King never lost his cool under the barrage from the dais and never responded either to DeLay's questions or his
often graphic charges.

Benign and bow-tied, magisterial and vague, His Honor stuck to his guns, which were "due process" and "burnout,”
two issues that Delay never brought up, and repeatod his manira of "one family, one judge.” That sounds lke the De-
Lay remedy, but is not. Under the judges' reforms, a child's problems wouid be divided among judges, assigned to vari-
ous "calendars.” DeLay wants the child to be the pivot and all his troubles -- ending parental rights, preparing for adop-
tion, whatever -- to be dealt with by the same judge.
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Implicit in King's presentation was his belief that service on a family court is an imposition on a young, upward-bound
Jjudge. 1t is something he or she must do to get on; it's the same as "punching your ticket" in the military. After three
years of mandated toil with the miserable, tangled, unremarked problems of the poor, the judge, according to King, is
burned out. His Honor favors a term of three years; DeLay wants the bench to be occupied exclusively by volunteers,

who would serve a minimum of five years. DeLay said at one point that what he really was looking for was a 15-year
commitment.

He imported a juvenile judge from Travis County, Texas, F. Scott McCown, who serves happily on family court and
claims that burnout occurs only from frusirations of the calendar system, whereby the judge gets only fragments of
cages and seldom gets the satisfaction of a solution.

Eleanor Holmes Norton, obviously annoyed, rather waspishly inquired about the depth of Judge McCown § acquain-
tance with the District system.

Chairman Constance Moretla (R-Md.) attempted to play the gracious hostess and suggested a splitting of the difference.
Maybe a four-year term? There were no takers.

Sister Josephine Murphy of the Daughters of Charity, the administrator of St. Ann's Infant Home in Hyattsville, which
has taken in abused and neglected children since the time of Abraham Lincoln, dismissed the "burnout" argument. She
has been in the thick of it for 45 years, and said hardily, "I never get burned out.”

Delay gave the best reason for the longer term and in words that Judge King doesn't often hear: "It takes time to learn
the difference between the fakers, the liars, the compulsives, the mentatly ill, chronic drug abusers, the alcoholics, and
the parents who with supportive services can really stop hurting their children,”

LOAD-DATE: June 28, 2001
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
DOCUMENT-TYPE: COLUMN

PUBLICATION-TYYE: Newspaper

Copyright 2001 The Washington Post



Page 1

FOCUS - 1 of 4 DOCUMENTS

The Washington Post

washingtonpost.com
The Washingtbn Post

November 11, 2001 Sunday
Final Edition

The Advocate Who Won't Quit
BYLINE: Mary Mcgrory
SECTION: OUTLOOK; MARY MCGRORY; Pg. BO1

LENGTH: 799 words

One of the worthy enterprises that survived the tidal wave of emergency legisiation that engulfed Congress after Sept.
11 was a measure, under the unlikely patronage of Fouse Republican Whip Tom DeLay, to strengthen the Tamily divi-
sion of the Superior Court fo deal with the District of Columbia's woefully inadequate child welfare system. Its chief
sponsor is better known for non-humanitarian legislative activity.

DeLay recently demonstrated his powers of persuasion in the debate over the airport secutity bill, which passed the
House after a strenuous lobbying effort by the White House -- even though President Bush had once indicated neutrality
in the fight between Republicans and Democrats over federalizing baggage screening, Eighty-two percent of the public
favored a federal takeover, but DeLay and House Majority Leader Dick Armey made the crass argument that they
would be creating 28,000 new union-enrclled Democratic voters, and Bush helped wrestle a victory out of the House
that could haunt all of them. Bush, like so many others, found it hard to say no to DeLay.

DeLay's support of District juvenile court reform baffles some people, who question his motives and his credentials as
a champion of children for whom, in poet Langston Hughes's phrase, "life ain't been no crystal stair.” But DeLay's wife
is a child welfare advocate, and the DeLays have taken troubled teens into their home as their foster children.

DelLay was incensed by the atrocious death of 23-month-old Brianna Blackimond, a dimpled darling who two years
ago was sent home for Christmas with her mentally retarded mother by a D.C. judge who held no hearing, The respon-
sible adults let the child down every step of the way, yet no one ever apologized or was fired. DeLay held hearings,
ripped info the agencies involved, vowed there would be no more Briannas.

The Superior Court judges who supervise juvenile justice -- cases are rotated among 59 of them -- took vehement ex-
ception to DeLay's proposal for a family court with 12 to 15 judges who would concentrate on children.

DelLay accused them to their faces of putting their careers and their turf ahead of the crying needs of abused and ne-
glected children in the District. No one else talks to judges like that,

DeLay's bill, which had District Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton as co-sponsor, sailed through the House, and picked up
bipartisan support in the Senate. Democrat Mary Landrieu of Louisiana and Republican Michael DeWine of Ghio pre-
sented the Honse bill. A recent Washington Post series by Scott Higham and Sari Horwitz, which detailed the deaths of
229 children in the unsheltering arms of the District's child protection service, helped underline the urgency of the situa-
tion,
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The bili calls for a five-year term for new family division judges. The terms were a hotly contested issue. The judges
lobbied hard for three-year terms, arguing that the arducus and draining nature of the work led to burnout more than any
other judicial assignment. Sen. Dick Durbin (D-111), chairman of a District oversight subcommittee, took the burnout
talk to heart enough to float a suggestion for a 6 1/2- year term with an 18-month sabbatical. DeWine objected, saying
that certain counties in Ohio, where he was once a prosecutor, have six-year terms for their juvenile judges. "We never
had trouble finding judges who wanted to devote themselves to child cases," DeWine said. "And burhout was never an
issue that I encountered.”

Meanwhile, to give matters a shove, Landrieu, who is chairman of a District appropriations subcommittee, got a vote
for a $ 24 million appropriation that is conditioned on court reform.

Del.ay, who is not a notably patient man, issued a blistering statement on Thursday. "These senators can walk away
from the needed court reforms. .. . But they should know that in reality they are abandoning the abused and neglected
children in the District of Columbia who rely on the court to save their lives.”

Durbin said he was "offended" by DeLay's statement and didn't need any lectures from DelLay on children's issues.
Landrieu found it "unhelpful” and said it showed how little the House knows about the more circumspect and bipartisan
Senate. DeLay's fellow Republican DeWine merely sighed.

Still, the effect of the DeLay bombshell was to galvanize. Landrieu and Durbin did some negotiating and compromis-

ing, and the sabbatical idea was dropped. Now everyone is looking forward to the markup of the bill on Wednesday
before Durbin's subcommittee.

Once again, Tom DelLay is prevailing, He gave his opponents a little taste of what was in store for them if they crossed
him. The District’s poor children could benefit, and the little martyr, Brianna Blackmond, can be remembered for
something other than the way she died.
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BAFE AND TIMELY INTERSTATE
PLACEMENT OF FOSTER CHIL-
DREN ACT OF 2006

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5403) to improve protections for
children and to hold States account-
able for the safe and timely placement
of children across State lines, and for
other purposes,

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 5408

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentalives of the United States of America in
Congtress dssembled,

SECTION L. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Safe and
Mmely Interstate Placement of Toster Ohil-
dren Ach of 2006".

BEC. 2, SENSE OF THE CONGRESS,

Tt is the sense of the Congress that-—

(1) the States should expeditiously ratify
the revised Interstate Compact for the Plaoce-
ment of Children recently promulgated by
the Amsrican Public Human Services Asso-
clation;

(2) this Aot and the revised Interstabe
Compact for the Placement of Children
should not apply to those seeking placoment
in a licensed residential facllity primarily to
a00ess clinical mental heath services;

(8) the States should recognize and lmple-
ment the deadlines for the complstion and
approval of home studies as provided in sec-
iion 4 to move children more quickly Into
safe, permanent homes; and

(4) Federal policy should encourage btha
gafe anhd expadited placement of children
into safe, permanent homes aoross State
Iines,

SEC. 8. ORDERLY AND TIMELY PROCESS TOR
INTERSTATE PLACEMUNT OF CHIL-
DREN.

Bection 471{a) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.8.0C. 671(a})) Is amended—

(1) by striking “and” at the end of para-
graph (33);

(2} by sbriking the period at the end of
paragraph (24) and ingerting *; and”; and

(3) by adding at the end the followlng:

*(96) provide that the Stale shall havs in
effoct procedures for the ordarly and timely
interatate placement of children; and proce-
dures implemented 1n accordance with an
interstabe compact, If incorporabing with bhe
proocedures Dbresoribed by paragraph  (26),
shall be considered bo satisfy the require-
ment of this paragraph.”.

SEC, 4, HOME STUDLES,

{a) ORDERLY PROCESS.—

(1) In gENERAL.—Section 471(a) of the So-
oial Becurity Act (42 U.8.0C. f71(a)) is further
amended—

(A) by striking "and" ab the end of para-
graph (24);

(B) by striking Lhe period ab the end of
paragraph (25) and inserting *‘; and”; and

(C) by adding ab the end the following:

“(26) provides thab—

“{A)(i) within 60 days after the Btate re-
caives from another Stabe a requesy to con-
duct a study of a home environmsnt for pur-
poses of assessing the safety and suitability
of placing a child in the home, the State
shall, directly or by centrack—

*“(I) conduct and complete the study; and

“(II) return to the obher State a report on
the rosulbs of the study, which shall addrass
the extont Lo which placement in the home
would meat the needs of the ohild; and

*(1i} in the case of & home study begun on
or heforo Beptember 30, 2008, ¥ tho Siale
falls to comply with clause (i) within the f0-
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day perlod ag a result of clrecumstances he-
yond the control of (he State (such ag a fall-
ure¢ by & Federal agency o provide the re-
sulbs of a background cheok, or the failure
by any enbity to provide completed medical
forms, requested by the Stale at least 46
days boefore the end of the 66-day period), the
State shall have 76 days to comply with
clause (1} if the State documents the olr-
cumgtances involved and certifies that com-
pleting the hems study 18 in the best inber-
esbs of the ohlld; except bhat

“(1i1) this subparagraph shall not be con-
strued to require the Stabte to have com-
rlefed, within the applicable perlod, ths
parts of the home study invelving the adu-
cation and training of the prospective foster
or adoptive parents;

Y¥(B) the State shall treat any report de-
scribed In snbparagraph (A) that 18 received
from another State or an Indlan tribe (or
from a private agency undar contract with
another Btate) as meeting any requirements
imposed by the State for the completion of a
home study before placing a child in the
home, unless, within 14 days affer recelpt of
the report, the State determimes, based on
grounds that are specific to the content of
the repori, that making a decision in reli-
ance on the report wonld be conbrary to the
woalfare of the child; and

“(C) the State shall nob impose any re-
striction on the ability of a State agenoy ad-
minigtering, or supervising the administra-
tion of, a Stabe program operated under a
State plan approved under this part to con-
tract with & private agency for the conduct
of a home study described in subparagraph
(A7

(2) REPORT TO THE CONCGRESS—Within 12
months after the dabe of the enacément of
this Aot, the Secretary of Health and Human
Bervices shall submité to bthe Commilttes on
Ways and Means of the House of Representa-
tivea and the Commitbes on Finance of the
Benate a written raport on—

(A) how frequentiy States need the ex-
tonded 75-day period provided for in clause
(11} of section #11{a)(26)(A) of the Soclal Secu-
riby Aot in order to comply with clanse (1) of
suech section;

(B} ths reasons given for ubilizing the ex-
tended compliance period;

(C) the extent to which utilizing the ex-
tended compllance period leads to the rasolu-
tion of the circumstances heyond the contrel
of tha State; and

(D) the actlons taken by Btates and any
relevant ¥ederal agencies to resolve the need
for the extended compliance period,

(8) SHNYB OF THE CONGRESS,—IL I8 the sense
of the Jongress that each Stabe showld—

(A) use privats agencles to cendunot home
studles when doing so is neecessary to mest
the requiraments of section 471(a)(26) of the
Soclal Seourity Act; and

(B} glve full falth and credit to any home
study report completed by any other Shate
or an Indlan tribe with respect to the place-
ment of a child in foster care or for adoption,

(b) TIMNLY INTERSTATE HOME STUDY INCEN-
TIVE PAYMBENTS,—Part B of tikle IV of the So~
cial Saecuriby Act (42 U.S.C, 670-6791) is
amended by inserting after section 473A the
following:

“SEC, 4788, TIMELY INTERSTATE HOME STUDY
INCENTIVE PAYMENTS.

{a) GRANT AUTHORITY.—The Hecretary
shall make & grant to each Stats thatl i a
home study incentive-eligible 8tate for a fis-
ozl year In an amount sgual to the timely
inberstabe home study incentive payment
payable to the State under this section for
the fiscal year, which shall be payable in the
Immediately snoceeding fiscal year.

‘*{b) HOME STUDY INOENTIVE-ELIGIBLE
STATE.—A State 1s a homs study ineentive-
ellgible Btate for a fiscal year if—
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“(1) the Stabte has a plan approved under
this part for the fisoal year;

“(2) the Bbate Is In compliance with sub-
sechlon (o) for the fiscal year; and

“(8) based on data submitied and verifisd
pursuant o subsectlon (o), the State has
completed 5 Blmely intersbate home study
during the fiscal year,

“(6) DATA REQUIREMENTS,—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A State is in compliance
with this subsectlon for a fiscal year if the
State hag provided to the Beoretary a wrib-
ten ropord, covering the preceding fiscal
year, that specifies—

“{A) the total number of interstate home
studles requested by the State with respect
to children in foster care under the responsi-
bility of the State, and with respect 0 each
such study, the identity of the other State
Involved;

*(B) the total number of timely interstate
home studies completed by the State with
respeet to children in foster care under the
responsibility of other States, and with re-
spact to each suoh sbudy, the identity of the
othier 8tate involved; and

*(C) such other Information as the Sec-
retary may require in order to dstermine
whather the State is 2 home study Incentive-
eligible State.

“(2) VERIFICATION OF DATA—In deter-
mining the number of timely 1interstate
home studies to be atbribubed to o State
under this section, the Becretary shall check
the data provided by the State under para-
graph (1) against complementary date ao
provided by other States,

“(d) TIMELY INTERSTATE HOME STUDY IN-
CENTIVE PAYMENTI.—

‘(1) In GENERAL-~-The Gimely interstate
home sbudy Incentive payment payable to a
State for a fiseal year shall be $1,600, multi-
plied by the number of tlmely interstats
home studies atiributed to the State under
this section during the fiscal year, subject to
paragraph {2).

‘Y(2) PRO RATA ADJUSTMENT IF INSUFPLUIGNT
FUNDS AVAILABLE.—If the total amount of
simely interstate home study incenfive pay-
mants otherwise payable under this section
for a fiscal year exceeds the total of the
amounts made avallable pursnant to sub-
secilon (h) for the fiscal year (reduced (but
not below zero) by the tobal of the amounts
(If any) payable under paragraph (8 of thiz
subsecklon with respect to the precsding fis-
cal year), the amount of each such otherwise
payable Incontive payment shall be reduced
by a percentage equal to—

‘“(A) the botal of the amounts so made
available (a8 so reduced), dividad by

(B} the total ef such otherwise payable n-
centive payments,

‘{3) APPROPRIATIONS AVAILABLY FOR UNPAID
INUENTYVE PAYMENTB TOR PRIOR PISOAL
YRARS.~—

“{A) IN GENERAL.—If bayments under this
section are rodueced undsr paragraph (2) or
subparagraph (B) of thig paragraph for a fls-
cal year, then, before maling any othsr pay-
ment under this section for the next fiscal
year, the Secretary shall pay each State
whaose payment was so reduced an amount
equal to the total amount of the reduckions
which applied Lo the Btate, subject to sub-
paragraph (B} of this paragraph,

“(B) PRO RATA ADJUSTMENT IF INSUFFIGIENT
FUNDS AVAILABLE—If the total amount of
payments obherwise payabls under subpara-
graph (A) of this paragraph for a fiseal year
exceeds the tobal of the amounts madoe avail.
able pursuant to subseckion (h) for the fscal
year, the amount of each such payment shall
be reduced by & percentage squal fo—

‘(1) bthe tobal of the amounts so made
avallable; divided by

(1) the total of such otherwise payahle
payments.
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(@) Two-YEAR AVAILABILITY OF INCENTIVE
PaymMunTs.-—Payments to a Stats under this
sectlon in a fiscal year shall remaln avail-
able for use by the State through the snd of
the next fiscal year.

H(f) LIMITATIONS ON T8 OF INOENTIVE PAY-
MENTS.—A Stabe shall not expend an amount
paid to the State under this section except
to provide to children or families any service
(including post-adopiion services) thalb may
bhe provided under part B or B. Amounts ex-
pended by a Sbate 1n accordance with the
preceding senbtence shall be disregarded in
deliermining State expenditures for purposss
of Federal matching payments under sec-
tlons 483, 434, and 474

“(gy DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

1y Homm sTODY,—The berm ‘home study’
means an evaluation of 8 home environment
conduected 1n accordance with applicable re-
quiraments of the State in which the home is
located, to determine whether a proposed
placement of a child would mest the indi-
vidual needs of the chlld, including ths
child’s safeby, permanency, heaith, well-
being, and msntal, emotblional, and physical
developmant.

{2y INTERSTATH HOME STUDY —The term
‘Interstate home ptudy’ means 2 home study
conducked by a Bbate at the reguest of an-
other Stabe, to facilitate an adoptive or fos-
ter placement in the State of a child in fos-
ter ocare under the responsibility of the
Biate.

(3) TIMBLY INTERSTATE HOME STUDY.—Tha
term ‘Gimely interstate home study’ means
an Intersbate home study cempleted by a
Btate If the State provides to the State that
requested the study, within 30 days after re-
celpt of the request, a report on the resulis
of the study. The preceding sentsnce shall
not be construed to reguire the State to bave
complated, within the B0-day period, Lhe
parbs of the home gtudy invelving the edu-
oablon and training of the prospective fosbor
or adoptive parents.

“(h) LIMITATIONS ON AUTHORIZATION OF AP-
PROPRIATIONS -~

“(1) IN GENERAL,~—For paymsnts under this
section, there are suthorizad to be anpro-
priated to the Secretary-—

“'{A) §10,000,000 for fiscal year 2007;

YY(B) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2008;

Q) $10,000,000 for fiseal year 2009; and

YT $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2010,

WM AVAILABILITY —Amounts approprieted
under paragraph (1) are authorized (o remain
avallable unkil expended.”,

{¢) RmpRALER.—Effeotive October 1, 2010,
sectlon 4738 of the Soclal Beourity Act is re-
pealed.

SEC. §. SENSE OF THE CONGRESS,

It is the gense of the Uongress that State
agencies should fally cooperale with any
court which hag authority with respect to
the placement of 3 ohild in foster oare or for
adoption, for the purpose of locating a par-
ent of the child, and such cooperation should
include making avallable all information cb-
teined from the Iederal Parent Logator
Barvice,

SEC. (. CASEWORKER VISITS.

(a) PURCHASE OF SERVICES IN INTERSTATE
PLACEMENT CASES.—Section 476(8)A)il) of
the Sogial Security Aot (42 U.8.0,
BT6(5X AX(11)) is amended by striking “or of
the Sbate in which the child has been
placed' and lnsertlng “of the State in which
the child has been placed, or of a private
agency under contract wibh either such
State®.

(b) INCRBASED VISIPS.—Sectlon 476(5)( A1)
of such Act (42 U.8.C, 616(b)A)(i1)) is amend-
ad by striking 18" and inserting 6",

BEC, 7. AEALTH AND EDUCATION RECORDS,

Bechion 476 of the Soclal Security Act (42
U.8.C. 675) Is amended—
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(1) in paragraph (1%C)—

(A) by striking '"“To the extent available
snd accessible, the” and ingerting ‘“The”;
and

(B) by insertlng ‘‘the most recent informa-
tlon avallable regarding®” after “including;
and

{2) in paragraph (5)(D)—

(A) by Inserting “a copy of the record 13
pefore V'supplied”; and

(B) by inserting **, and is supplied to the
ohild ab no cost at the time the child leaves
foster oare If the child is lsaving foster care
by reasen of having sbtained the age of ma-
jorify under State law” before the semi-
colon,

SEC. 8. RIGHT TO BE HEARD TN FOSTER CARE
PROCELDINGS.

(a) Tv OENERAL—Sechlon 4T6EKG) of the
Boelal Hecurity Act (42 U.8.C. 8TH(GNG)) is
amended—

(1) by striking “an opportunity™ and in-
serbing “a right'’;

(2) by striking “‘and opporbunity” and in-
gerting “and right*’; and

(33 by striking “review or hearlhg™ each
place 1t appears and inserting “proceeding®,

(b) NoTiCE OF PROCEEDING.—Secilon 438(b)
of such Act (42 T.5.C. 638(h)) iz amended by
inserting ‘‘shall have in effect a rule requir-
ing State courts to ensure thab foster par-
ents, pre-adoptive parents, and relative care-
glvers of a ohild in foster care under the re-
sponsibiliby of the Htate are notified of any
prooeeding to be held with respeot Lo the
child, and" affer “highest State court’.

SEC, &, COURT IMPROVEMENT.

Bactlon 438(a)(1) of the Social Security Act
(49 U.5.C. 620h(a)(1)) 1s amendod—

(1) by striking *and™ at the end of subpara-
graph (C}; and

(2) by adding ab the end ths following:

“{E) that determine the best strabegy to
use o expedite the interstate placement of
chdldren, including—

(1) requiring courts in differsnt Stastes o
cooperate in the sharing of information;

Y(li) anthorizing courts to ohbain informa-
tion and testimeny from agencies and par-
tlea in other Btates withoub reguiring inter-
state travel by the agencies and pactles; and

Y111} permikting the participation of par-
ents, childrsn, other necessary parties, and
attorneys in cases involving interstate place-
ment  without requirlne their intergtate
travel; and®.

SEC. 10. REASONABLE EFFORTS.

{a) IN GENSRAL-—Section 4T1(a)(15)(C) of
the Boolal Securlty Aok (42 U.8.0,
871{a)X15){C) 1s amended by inserting ‘‘(in-
cluding, if sppropriate, through an interstate
placement)'” after “accordance with the per-
manency plan’.

1)) PERMANENGY HesRmMNG.—Section
4TUa)(15)(EY1) of such Act (42 TU.B.0.
BTL{a)(1o)(EX1)) 1s amended by ingerbing ',
which considers in-State and oub-of-State
permanent placoment options for the child,”
before “‘shall®,

(c) CONCURRENT PLANNING,—Section
471{a)(15)(F) of such Act (42 TU.B.C.
671(a)(AB)(F)) is amended by inserting ¥, in-
cluding identifying apprepriate In-State and
out-of-Btate pviacements’ before “may'.

SEC. 11, CASE PLANS,

Bacbion 475(1}1) of the Soeclal Securlby Act
42 U.8,0. 67601)(H)} 1s amended by inserbing
“fo rfacilitate orderly and fimely in-State
and interstate placements” before the pe-
riod.
8EC, 12, CASE REVIEW SYSTEM,

Bectlon 475(5)(0) of the Roclal Securlty Actk
{42 U.8.0C. 675(5)(C)) s amended—

(1) by Ingerting ', in the case of a child
who will not he returned to the parent, the
hearing shall constder in-State and owut-of-
State placement options,” after “living ar-
rangemsnt’; and
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(3 by inserting **the hearing shali deter-
mine” hefere “whether the”,

BEC. 18. USE OF INTERJURISDICTIONAL RE-
BOURCES.

Section 432(b)(12) of the Boclal Security
Ack (42 U.8,0. 622(h)(12)) 18 amended—

(1) by striking “‘develop plans for the' and
Inserting “‘make*;

(%) by Inserting “(including through con-
tracts for the purchase of services)”’ after
“regources'’; and

(3 by inserting *, and shall eliminate legal
barriers,” before “to facllitate".

SEC. 14. EFFECTIVE DATE,

() IN GENERAT,.—Bxeepl as otherwise pro-
vided in this seotion, the amendmeants made
by this Act shali take effect on October 1,
2008, and shall apply to payments under parts
B and E of titie IV of the Bocial Securlty Act
for calendar guarters beginning on or efter
such date, without regard to whether rogula-
tions Lo implement the amendments are pro-
mulgated by such date,

(1) DELAY PEEMITTED TP STATE LIGISLA-
TION REQUIRED.—If the Becrstary of Health
and Human Services determines that State
legislatlon (other than legislablon appro-
prating funds) 18 required in order for g
Stabte plan undey part B or B of title IV of
the Soocial Security Aot to mset the addi-
tlonal reguirements imposed by the amend-
ments made by a provision of this Act, the
plan shall not be regarded as falling to meot
any of the additional reguirements befors
the 1st day of the 1st calendar guarter begin-
ning after the first regular session of the
State leglslature that beging after the date
of the enaotment of this Act. If the State has
& Z-year legislatlve session, each year of the
gession 1s deemed to be a separabte regular
session of the State leglslature,

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
Boozman)., Pursuant to the rule, the
gentleman from  California  (Mr.
HERGHER) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. 3T4RK) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognlzes the gentleman
from California (Mr. HERGER).

GENERAL LBAVE

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous materials on the
subject of the hill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, 1 yisld
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R, 5403, the Safe
and Timely Interstate Placement of
Foster Children Act of 2006, I am
pleased to be ah original cosponsor of
this bipartisan legislation sponsored by
the distinguished gentleman from
Texas (Mr, DRLAY).

Throughout his career, the gen-
tleman from Mexas has been an out-
standing advocate for children and fos-
ter care. As chairman of the Human
Resources Subcommities, as a long-
time colleagus in this body, and as
someone who shares his passion for
helping children, I would like to per-
sonally commend him and thank him
for his dedication to helping at-risk
children across this country,

Mr. Spealker, the subcommittes I
chair has conducted nemerous hearings
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examining the Nation’s child protec-
tion system., Bvery witness at these
hearings has agreed that onr currens
gystem fails to adequatsely protect chil-
dren,

In December, Republicang in this
Congress took the lead in providing
$100 million in new funds over the next
5 years to betbter equip courts and en-
gure collaboration among judges and
gocial workers. We also added an addi-
tional $200 milllon over the next 5
years for improved services for fami-
lies, including preventive services to
protect children and keep them from
having to enter foster cars in the first
plaoce.

Importantly, we pay for this new
funding by ensuring States comply
with Federal law and do not misspend
other Federal funds. I beliave these
new resources will go a long ways to-
wards better protecting children.

While these are important steps, we
also must do more to ensure children
are not needlessly lingering in foster
care. The legislation before us today
would require States to expedite the
safe placement of foster and adopted
children in homes across State lines,

Currently these placements take an
average of 1} year longer than place-
ments within a single S6ate, delaying
permanancy with loving families for
thousands of children. This legislation
also would establish deadlines for com-
pleting home studies that assess
whether a home i8 appropriate for a
child.

The leglglation authorizes up to 310
million per year for incentive pay-
ments to States that complete home
studies in a timely manner. In addl-
tion, the bill includes provisions to bet-
ter ensure safety for children in foster
and adoptive hoemes, and to give foster
parents and relative caregivers a right
to be heard and notice of any court
proceedings held congerning s child {n
their care.

I thank my colleagues across the
aisle for thelr agsistance in bringing
this bill to the floor today, I urge all of
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion so we can ensure children are
placed in a timely and safe way with
loving families.

Mr. 8TARK. Mr. S8peaker, I yield my-
gelf guch time ag I may consume.

(Mr. STARK asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STAREK. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the Safe and Timely Infer-
state Placement; of Foster Children Act
of 2006, FLR. 5403, and ask my assocl-
ates to vote for this legislation.

Az the gemtloman from California
(Mr., HERGER) has s¢ eloguently de-
scribed, this will help foster children
across the country. But I think an easi-
er way to look at it is here in the Dis-
trict of Columbia area where we are a
subway ride from three States. From
Maryland to Virginia to D.C., we will
find that a juvenile judge in one area
may have a placement of & child with a
relative or acceptable foaster family in
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another area as they move from Mary-
land to Virginia.

Now in California in the gentleman’s
district there, there may not be a lot of
people wanting to go to Oregon or Ne-
vada, 16 is a lttle longer trip. But in
areas like the New Jersey-New York
aresa, neavily popnlated areas are close
by, and children could easily be placed
in close proximity and have to oross
State lines. This leglslation will allow
thai to be done,

It takes care of a lot of technical de-
tails in terms of speeding up the proc-
os8 80 that approval can be done across
State lines, and 1% calls on States to
update their requirements for approv-
Ing the transfer of children across
Biate iines and into foster care.

It probably wiil belp older children,
and by older I am saying ¢ or older,
who we have the wost difffoulty in
placing in foster care. It is for that rea-
son that this will help. Right now, a
chlld 9§ years or older has maybe a 20
percent chance or less of placement,
Wa need to do better, and this bill will
help.

We have 100,000 children ready for
adoption, and this Congress should in-
deed do all that it can to expedite
those procedures.

Mr. Speaker, I would like at this
point flrst of all to commend the dis-
tinguished chairman of the Public As-
sistance SBubcominitbee of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, Mr.
HERGER, for his Safe and Stable Faml-
lies bill whichk we hope will be coming
to the floor socon. It provides anpther
$40 million tc train case workers to
help in this area. Chalrman HERGER
has done yeoman’s work on that bipar-
tisan bil, and I know we are gebting
help from the junior Senator from the
State of California who has offered to
help expedite it on the Senate side, and
with some luck, we will be able to pass
that bill,

Mr, 8peaker, I reserve the halance of
my time.

Mr, HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
wormnan from Ohlo (Ms, PRYCE).

Mps. PRYCE of Ohlo, Mr. 8peaker, re-
placing a void in a child’s life or & par-
ent's life and filling it with love and
laughter is one of the most wonderiul
glfts in the world. As twice an adoptive
mother, T know this joy firathand. And
also I belisve it is our duty as legisla-
tors to work with adoption and foster
care advocates to break down barriers,
to bring mors children and families to-
gether.

Today we have the opportunity to
knock down a barrier to improve the
Uves of these kids right here in Amer-
ica. Right now, children are waiting as
long as a year for paperwork to go
through the system before they can be
placed with a family. Imagine, Mr,
Speaker, paperwork standing in the
way of a permanent, loving home for a
100,000 lingering, at-risk kids. There is
no exeuse, ahd we can change it.

This legislation will expedite the safe
placement of children into homes even
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across State lines by instituting a 80-
day deadline and giving financial in-
centives for States to process the pa-
perwork quickly.

commend the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. DuliAY) for his leadership
on this most-lmportant issne. He has
been a devout advocate for foster kids
angd fosber families as long as I have
known him,

I also want to thank Chairman
HERGER and Mr. 8TARK for their assisst-
ance on this bill. Thousands of kida are
walting to walk into the arms of a lov-
Ing family and through the door of g
permanent home. This legislation wiil
move us closer to the day when every
child feels the joy, love and security,
that a family can provide. I urge my
colleagues to support this measare.

Mr. STARK. Mr. Spealker, I yield my-
self suoh time as I may consume.

Mr., Speaker, I cannol resist the op-
portunity to note that it 1s this issue of
helping children that in my 84 years
here hasg always brought us together as
no other issne does. The gentlewoman
from Ohlo, with whom I have often dis-
agreed on political issues, and I note
the presence of the gentleman from
Texas (Mr, DEL:AY) with whom I have
disagreed on almost every issue execeph
in the area of helping children. Now I
sugpect it 1s because the Republicans
need rmore Republicans, and they are
twying to get more children into poli-
tics, but other than that, Mr. Speaker,
1% 15 in the spirit of helping young peo-
ple mature in this country.

I do not know if many of you know
that the gentleman fromn Texas iz re-
sponsible, and I say this having chaired
the District Committee when there
used to be ome, but with the gensle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NoRTON), he was instrurmental in
creating a family court in the District
of Columbia, which most other States
or jurlsdictions hawve. Now he has done
some other things with legislation in
Texas with which 1 have a little tron-
ble. But other than that, he has created
a court here that helps children,

I want to remark on one other thing
in Mr. DELAY's career. I am aware
that, in Texas, he has created a most
unigue and it sounds to me like an ex-
citing community called the Rio Bend
Community. For those who are unfa-
miliar with thig, it creates a subdivi-
slon of let us say eight homes. I sus-
pect they are ranch homes or standard
homes, where eight families who have
foster children and perhaps birth chil-
dren can live in close proximity and
share baby-sitting and teaching,

When I talk about sharing teaching, ¥
am algo aware that in this area of Rio
Bend, Texas, the distingulshed gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY) is
known as 01d Hypotenuse, and Old Hy-
potenuse has been tutoring the chil-
dren in this community in geometry.
He may not know that I got a 100 in ge-
ometry in high school, Mr. Speaker,
and I might be able to come down and
spell him for a while,

Bub I just want to commend the gen-
tleman from California (Mr, HEromg)
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and the gentlewoman from Ohle (Ms.
PryYOE) and Mr. DoLay for the mar-
velong work they have dons for chil-
dren In thig country. I hops we can
conbinue in a bipartisan way to unify
our efforts 1n the House to make every
day for every child In %his country
more healthy with better education
and a better opportunity to develop
into citizens of which we can all be

proud. .

Mr, S8peaker, T yisld 8 minubes to the
gentleman from  California.  (Mr,
CARDOZA),

Mr., CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R., 5403 sponsored
by Mr. DELAY, and T would like to asso-
ciate myself with Mr. STARK’s remarks
and that while we have not always
agreed on every policy issue, there is
no doubt that Mr. DELAY will be fondly
remembered in this House for his tire-
less work on behalf of fogter children
and disadvantaged youth. I very much
appreciate knowing him and the work
we have done together. This is not our
first effort to work together on a bill,
and I appreciate Mr. DELAY and his
work in this House.

As Members on opposing sides of the
political spectrumm, we are coming to-
gether today to do fabulous work. As
an adoptive parent mysslf of foster
children, I have seen firsthand the giar-
ing problems of the system currenily
facing this Nation. At any time, there
are roughly 500,000 children in foster
care in the United States, moving from
placement to placement, offen living
out of a switocase or even worse, the
symbol of foster children, which 18 a
black garbage bag, hoping that one day
a loving family will welcome them into
their home,

H.R. 5403, Safe and Timely Interstate
Placement of Foster Children Act, ad-
dresses one gpecific yel extremely im-
portant aspect of the system of adop-
tlon across State lines. Often an im-
pediment to foster children’s place-
ment to permanent homes ocours when
a child from one State is adopted by &
family from another. The Siats where
the family resides mmust compleie a
home study in order to verify that the
placement is safe, secure and ready for
the new child. Often, these types of
home studies are a low priority for the
State where the adopiive family re-
gldes and can lead to delays, often tak-
ing months and sometimes years to
complete,
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This legislation that we are consid-
ering today would establish a 60-day
deadline for completing an intersbate
home study. If the State complebes the
home study within 30 days, H.R. 5403
would authorize a monetary Incentive
for the completed study to be used for
the adoption-related expenses.

The children this bill seeks to help
are already needy, neglectod children
without a voice who desperately want a
permanent home, something that most
all of us have always taken for granted.
They want to go Lo gchoal, the sams
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school with the same friends for more
than a few months. They want someone
to tuck them in at night and help them
with their homework, They want to
stop llving out of a black garbage bag
that doubles as a sultcase and have a
real home with & bed they can call
thelr own,

Over the years I have met numerous
children from all over the country who
are In various stages of foster care. I
have heard great stories where children
are reunited with their biclogical par-
ents whe are placed in loving, adoptive
homes. But I have also heard of other
storles that have Just sickened me.

One boy I met at a school for foster
children in my district told me the
story of his life that seems guite fit-
ting to this debate,

I met this young hoy, and he had
been placed in foster care at an early
age and had been moved in and out of
seven different foster homes up and
down the State of California. As you
can imagine, he grew jaded and resent-
ful from the harsh life he was forced to
live. Be was also separated from broth-
ers and sisters whom he loved very
much, Finally, he was placed in a fam-
ily that saw through his rough exterior
and wanted to adopt him. This young
boy was convinced that he had finally
found a real homsa with devoted parents
that he had always dreamed of.

However, soon after he was placed
with his family, the father in this fos-
ter family was transferred to North
Carolina and the family was forced to
move. Unfortunzately, they couldn’t get
the paperwork processed between Cali-
fornia and North Caroling in order to
facilitate the adoption. So this young
boy was teft behind in California and is
now residing in a group home.

It is our job as Members of Congress
to ke a voice for these children and
make sure their dreams are recognized.
We owe it to them to streamline the
adoption process and makes Federal law
work towards positive outcomes. If
that means requirihg a State to get
their act 1n gear and complete timely
home sbudies, then go be it.

Thanlk you, Mr. DxLAY, for the legis-
lation. Thank you, Mr. HBRgER, for
your work an this topie,

Mr, HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I hear
these touching stories, and regrettably
they are true, and the gentleman from
California, (Mr. CaRDOZA) and some
obher stories we have heard, some 12
hearings of the tragedies that we see
take place with these foster care chil-
dren, not onty being transferred seven
times, as the gentieman from Cali-
fornias mentioned, but maybe 50 or 60 in
SOME CASER.

Now 1t i3 my great pleasure to yield
such time as he may consume to the
author of this legisiation, someons who
we have been hearing a lot about, who
has spent years, both he and his wife,
working in this area, to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. DELAY).

Mr, DELAY. Mr. Speaker, this i3 the
last plece of legislation that I will ever
introduce in the United States House
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of Representatives. I am Incredibly
honored to do this plece of legislation,
particnlarly at this time. Tt shows that
there ig a strong feeling in this House,
a8 exemplified by Mr, Srank; and
thank you, sir, for your words and
thank you for your work on this,

Mr. HERGER, Mr, Chatrmen, I greatly
appreciate your work on not just this
piece of legislation, but for foster kids
and abused and neglected c¢hildren
around the United States.

Mr, CARDOZA, thank you for those
words; and your words show your deep
feelings and understanding for the
plight of foster children in this country
and how we are trying to make their
lfe Just a little bit bettor. I appraciate
Mr. MCDERMOTT'S support for this leg-
islation, too, and everybody’s work on
it.

I particularly appreciate Dr. Qassie
Bevan, who has been on my staff for a
long time, who has been the leading
force in & lot of the work that we have
been able to do, the good work that we
have been able te do in this House of
Representatives.

I pay particular tribute to my wife,
who has a deep, deep abiding love for
these children and what their fusure
holds.

This bill, the Safe and Timely Inter-
state Placement of Foster Children
Act, will hring urgently needed reform
to Amerlea’s broken system, a broken
system of placing abused and neglected
children in permanent homes across
State llnes.

The current system is an insult to
any notion of compassion or jusbice
that animates our natlonal commit-
ment to child welfare. Children are
moved from home to home to home.
They are looking for strong and safe
and permanent homes.

We have one child in Rio Bend, that
was mentioned by Mr. 8TARK, that is 17
years old, got into the system at age 6
or 7, in 10 years has heen moved over
160 times, 160 times. Thousands of chil-
dren are bolng shuttled in and out of
our broken, debasing foster care sys-
tem. They have foster or adoptive fam-
ilies out of State thabt are more than
willing to provide them & permanent,
safe and loving home,

Yet this system, as inefficient and
bacltward as any government program,
typleally holds abused and neglected
children in the perdition of government
foster care for a full year longer than g
child placed in-State, an extra year.

Do you realize what a year means to
a child? Tt is forever. Just becaunse a
second government bureancracy thab
operates without deadllnes or incen-
tives has its chance to let a child down.
This is & year lost, Mr. Speaker, a year
in the lfe of an innocent child, a year
lost to abuse and neglect and viclence
and uncertainty and fear,

There is no justification or excuse for
such monstrous inequality. The child
welfare system exists for these children
and musat be organized around their
needs, not the other way around.

So under this bill, once a child is
deemed In need of an out-ofstate
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placement, the State has 60 days to
find a child a foster or adoptive home
and 14 days to approve that home, 1t
also creates a flnancial inceative of
$1,600 for States that complete their
home studies in 30 days or less.

Our soclety has a moral obligation $o
provide for children who are abused
and neglected by their parents or oth-
ers; and, despite the best intentions,
our soclety ia too often failing to do so.
This bill will not instantly make life
good for abused and neglected children
in our soclety, but 1t can help make it
better.

That, Mr. Speaker, s worth the vote
of every Member of thiz bedy. So T urgs
my colleagnes to support this legisla-
tion and just take one small step to-
ward alleviating the burden of our
abused and neglected sons and daugh-
ters.

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. HERGER. I yield 3 minutes to
our distingnished majorlty whip, the
gentleman from Missourt (Mr. BLUNT),

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. SpeaXer, I thank
the gentleman for recognizing me. I am
prleased to stand in support of this leg-
islation and also legislation that in
such a significant way recognizes the
great work that Mr. DELAY hag done on
behalf of foster children and on behalf
of adoption.

Fyveryone In this body understands
the long-term commitment that the
gentleman from Texas has had on this
issue. I expect that few outside of this
body appreciate the greal work that he
has done, the tremendous commitment
that Mrs. DeLay has made Ho foster
children and to adoptive chilldren in
this case.

Here ig a bill that once again looks at
how much a year means in the life of &
¢hild that 1s going inbo a foster home,
can't get placed in a foster home, can’t
get ready to be adopted. A year in life,
if you are 3 or 5 or 1h, i8 a long, iong
part of the life that you have lived.

The average now for children who are
going into foster adoptive families
across State lines is an exbra year.
This 1egislation tries to eliminate that
year. This legislation tries to make it
more possible for children to be placed
with families as soon as possible, rath-
er than longer than absolutely nec-
essary.

This legislation i3 on the floor today,
as many before it have been, because of
Mr. DELAY's commitment and his fam-
ily’s commitment to the lives of chil-
dren, The lives of children are dramati-
cally changed when someone gets an
opportunity to care about them.

PFortunately for the laws of the coun-
try, ToMm DeLAY has always cared
about children. For the individual chil-
dren that will be Impacted by this bill,
their opportunity comes quicker. The
love and attention comes guicker.

I appreciate the comments that Mr.
STARK has made, I appreciate the work
that Mr. DELAY has done. I am sure our
colleagnes hoday will be sager to gee us
advance this Important change in the
law.
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Mr. STARK. Mr, 8peaker, will the
distinguished majority whip yield?

Mr. BLUNT. I yiald to the gentleman
from California.

Mr, 9TARK. Mr. 8peaker, I do not
think it should go unnoticed that the
distinguished majority whip has be-
come a recent adopbive father of, I be-
1leve, now a T-month-old boy.

Mr. BLUNT. An 18-month-gld.

Mr. STARK, We seriously hope that
he will grow up to be a Democrat.

But, aslde from that, I want to ex-
tend best wighes. He 18 a man who prac-
tices what he preaches and is doing his
sharse to extend this concern for adop-
tive children in this country.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank my friend. Lit-
tle Charlie Blunt will appreciate your
comments ag well. Thank you.

Mr. HERGER, Mr. Speaker, T yield 2
minutes to a member of the Sub-
committee on Human Resources, the
distinguished gentlewoman from Penn-
sylvania (Ms. HArt).

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, T thank the
chairman for sponsoring the legisla-
tion, alohg with our colleagues on the
committee, bub especlally Mr. DELAY
and Mr. STARK for bheing bthe prime
sponsors of legislation.

A lot of us have a lot of life experi-
ence that we bring to Congress. I know
somebimes the general public doesn't
belisve that we do. Many of us are law-
yers, and sometimes that i looked
upon disparagingly by the general pub-
lic,

But in my practice I dealt with the
foster system, and I wasn't very
pleased. Unfortunately, it didn't often
work out as well as it should have for
the children.

When I was a Stale senator, we had a
debate about our foster system and our
adoption laws and how we were treat-
ing children as chattel, the legal term
for a possession. 'This bill helps move
ug away from that attitude. It helps us
move toward treafing children as the
human belngs that they are and the
valued human beings who need love
and nurturing that they are.

I rise in support of this bill, the Safe
and Timely Interstate Placement of
Foster Children Act. It will expedite
the safe placement of foster adoptive
chiidren in fogter homes across State
Iines. Currently, these types of place-
ments take an additional year on top
of all the years that the poor child has
alroady spent in foster care.

The results of dslaying safe place-
ment have terrible implications for
children. These delays are unreason-
ably iong. Thay should not exist, and
psychelogists have stressed the impor-
tance of placing children in safe and
loving snvironments in a timely man-
ner.

The soomner a child is part of a safe
and sgecure family, the sconer that
child will thrive, Whether it be with a
family member or another loving fam-
i1y, the best Interasts of that child dic-
tate permanency.

Among other things, this bill will re-
quire courts to notify any foster par-
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ents, pre-adoptive parents, relatives,
caregivers of the child of any court
proceeding to be held concerning the
child and strengthen the right of these
individuals to be at permanency hear-
ings and perhaps to be the permanent
home for that child.

All of these important changes to
current law ensure that some of the
most vulnerable children, not only
those who have been neglected or
abused but who are alsc on top of it,
have been in foster care with a Iack of
security, that they get that security,
that they get that security sooner, and
that a safe and secure, loving home
will be theirs.
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Mr, BTAREK. Mr. Speaker, I yleld
such time as he may consume to the
distinguished ranking member of our
subcommittee, the gentlaman from
Washington (Mr, MODERMOTT),

(Mr., MOCDERMOTT asked and was
glven permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MOCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, we
can improve the lives of abused and ne-
glected children in this Nation. One of
the powers that we have, the Federal
Child Welfare Program, ig a lifeline tve
don't use enough, in my view.

We know as legislators that the sys-
tem needs reform. We saw it around
Katrina very much as youngsters were
spread across the country and fell be-
tween the cracks in a whole variety of
situations.

We know as parents that the vulner-
able want and need only what our own
children want and need, to be loved,
cherished and protected. Today we
have an opportunity to extend our
hand as caring adults and take hold of
vilnerable children, and we ghould
take it.

H.R. 6403, proposed by Mr. DELAY of
Texas, takes a step In the right direc-
tlon, If has Desn here befors, I have
supported it before, and I am proud to
do that apain today.

As the ranking member of the
Human Resources Subcommittee, I be-
lieve children come first, and there is
no such thing as a political divide if we
can betber protect and nurture vulner-
able children in America.

I stand here to support my Repub-
lican colleague, Mr, DELAY, and urge
the House to unanimously pass thig
legislation,

Specifically, this bill strives to safely
gpeed the placement of children in fos-
ter cars or adoptive homes across State
Hnes when this is considered an appro-
priate thing to do. This is very impor-
tant, because today there are a number
of barriers that prevent the timsly
placement of children in homes across
State lnes.

Wo are a very maobile population, and
laws that used to seem to malke sense
really do not today, and that 18 why we
need this bill, They include an overly
long time to conduct home studies to
engure the safety of children, obtaining
criminal background checks on pro-
spective foster care and adoptive par-
ents, inadequate State resonrces and
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often a low priority asslgned to inker-
state placement of foster and adoptive
children. It is the latter thai 1s really
the problem.

This bill creates meaningful incen-
tives for States to address thess bar-
rlers, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this initlative. It iz meaningfal
legislation. This is not symbolic. It has
gome real power to change things. Bub
it iz more than that. By passing this
bill, we recognize the heroic efforts of
countless Americans acress this coun-
try, foster parents and the caseworkers
who deal with them and the many oth-
ers who strive to help kids who are in
need.

By passing this legislation, we alsc
rightly honor the leadership in fighting
for vulnerable children by Mr. ToM
DELAY. He has made a difference, and
it i no surprise that he keeps fighting
Go protect and defend children. All too
often, we are the light of hopes for
abused and neglected children. Today,
let us curse the darkness by passing
this biil.

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speakser, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr, BraDY), a
memhber of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee,

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr, 8pealker,
thlg act ought to probably be enbitied
the Get Foster Children Out of the Sys-
tem Into & Safe Home As Socon As Pos-
sible Act, as it has real consequences
for our foster children.

There have heen so often foster chil-
dren, eveh 1n the best system, that are
lost in that system. These delays can
be as, ToM DELAY has told you, just so
haremful for them. Moving them for-
ward is the right thing to do, and it is
& possible thing to do.

BEach week on TV, we watch on
“Home Makesover" a get of people come
together and build a complete homes for
a family in one week., Why can't we
find a good, safe loving home for chil-
dren in 2 months? It 1s important we do
this,

Our family bhas been through two
home studles in our adoption, and I
know what a difference how soon and
how accurate and how important these
home studies can be done. We ought
not let a State line get in the way of
helping these children.

I can tell you that Tom DELAY has
been such an advocates and champion
for children. When you see the work of
Rio Bend, what he and his wife are
doing, it 1s Just remarkable. I strongly
support this bill.

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

My, Spoaker, we have no more spesl-
ers. I wonld just like to relterate my
thanks to all the people. I wourld like
to mention Sean McCluskie, who has
been my staff member on the Sub-
committee for Human Resources for
over 7 years and, unfortunately, is
leaving us for greener pasiures.

I want to thank all of the staff on
both sides of the alsle who worked so
hard on these bills that come before
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our subcommittee which get lttle at-
tention outside of the professionals in
the social work fleld.

Again, I thank our Chair and thank
Mr. DELAY and the people who have
worked so well together to make this
important step to improve the lives of
foster and perhaps adoptive children.

Mr. Bpeaker, I yield back the balance
of my tlme,

Mr. HERGER, Mr, Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, the legislation we are
congidering today is an lmportant step
that will ensure timely and safe homes
for children. This bill would help speed
up the interstate adoption process so
that children could be placed in perma-
nent, loving homes more quickly.

1 thank my colieagues across the
aigle, the gentleman from California
{Mr. STARK) and others, for their work
on this bipartisan legislation, and I
agaln wish to thank the distinguished
gontleman from Texas, Mr. DELAY, for
his tireless work to improve the lives
of abused and neglected children.

I urge all of my colleagues L0 join me
in suppors of thig legislation.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of HM.A. 5403, the Safe and Timely Interstate
Placement of Foster Children Act of 2006. |
am pleased to be a cosponsor of this bipar-
tlsan legislation, which is sponsorad by Mr.
DELAY.

There are approximately 518,000 children
currently in foster care. The legislation before
us today Is an imporiant first stap in our efforts
to Improve the structure that exists to find a
family for these children in order to prevent
them from nesdlessly lingering in foster care.

Specifically, H.R. 5403 would encourage
states to expedits the safe placement of foster
and adoptive children intc homes across state
lines. The data suggest that it takes 2 years
on average for foster or adoptive children o
be placed in homes across state lines. That is
fonger than the average time frame for placing
children in homes within the same stafes.
Under this legislation, siales would be re-
quired to establish procedures to ensure inter-
state placements occur within 60 days.

The legislation also would authorize incen-
five payments to states that place children in
safe hotes within 30 days. Since we first
began providing incentive payments to pro-
mote adoption in 1897, the number of adop-
tions of chitdren from foster care has almost
doubled. Wa expeci this new Incentive pro-
gram will help expedite the safe placement of
chitldren Hingering In foster care, especiaby
when relatives or athers have expressed an
interest in providing a foving home.

Almost 20,000 children age out of foster
care every year at age 18 without the benefit
of a family to call their own. This legisiafion
will Improve that situation and ensure that
more children are raised In loving families in-
stead of walling neediessly in temporary
homas. Accordingly, | ask my colleagues to
support this important legislation,

r. CAMP of Michigan, Mr. Speaker, | wish
to express my strong support for legistation
the House is considering today, H.R. 5403,
the Safe and Timely Interstate Placement of
Foster Children Act, introduced by Rep. Tom
DELAY (R-TX).

First, | would like 1o commend Mr. RELAY for
his wotk on behalf of foster children, and In

May 24, 2006

the development of this bill. As tha sponsor of
the Adoption and Safe Families Act, | have
had the privilege of working with Mr. DELAY to
Improve the lives of children in foster care,
and promote the adoption of chlldren into safe
and loving familles.

As a cosponsor of H.R. 5403, the blll before
us today further expedites the safe placement
of foster care children. Under current rules,
children wait & year or more for states to ap-
prove placements across staie lines, Children
deserve betier freatment, and | am glad that
H.R. 5403 places a 60 day deadline on the
approval of placements across state lines. Im-
portantly, the bill also seeks to keep families
together by providing Incentive payments for
the placement of children with extended family
members.

Again, | want to applaud Mr. DELAY for his
tireless advocacy on behalf of foster children,
and for his worl on H.R. 5403, | am confident
this legislation will improve the lives foster chil-
dren everywhere,

Mr. HIERGER. Mr. Speaker, I vield
back the balance of my time,

The SPEHAEBER pro tempore (Mr.
GUTENECHT). The questlion is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
California (Mr. HERGER) that the House
sugpend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 5408.

The questlon was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was 1aid on
the table.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, procesdings
will resume on questions previously
postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Ordering the previous question on
House Resolution 832, by the yeas and
hays,;

Adopting House Resolution 832, if or-
dered.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a Ib-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic vote wili be con-
ducted as a b-minute vote.

PROVIDING TOR CONSIDERATION
OF ILR. 54271, ENERGY AND
WATER DEVELOPMENT APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore, The un-
finished business is the vote on order-
ing the previous qguestion on Houss
Resolution 832 on which the yeas and
nays are ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tHon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question i3 on ordering the previous
gquestion.

The vote was talken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 224, nays
190, not voting 18, as follows:
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CHASE UNTERMEYER

Chase Untermeyer has been an international business consultant since returning in 2007 from

Qatar, where he served three years as United States ambassador on appointment of President George
W. Bush.

Ambassador Untermeyer has held both elected and appointed office at all four levels of
government — local, state, national, and international -- over a period of almost 35 years, with work in
journalism, academia, and business as well,

He is a 1968 graduate of Harvard College with honors in government. During the Vietnam War
he served as an officer in the United States Navy aboard a destroyer in the Western Pacific and as aide
to the commander of US naval forces in the Philippines.

Upon his return to Texas, Ambassador Untermeyer was a political reporter for the Houston
Chronicle for three years before becoming executive assistant to the county judge (chief administrative
official} of Harris County, Texas, the jurisdiction surrounding Houston. In 1976, he was elected to the
first of two terms as a member of the Texas House of Representatives.

He left the Legislature in 1981 to go to Washington as executive assistant to then-Vice President
Bush. Three years later, President Reagan appointed him Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower
& Reserve Affairs. When George Bush became president in 1989, Mr Untermeyer returned to the White
House as Director of Presidential Personnel, responsible for advising the President on his appointments
to federal office. In 1991, President Bush appointed him Director of the Voice of America, the overseas
broadcasting arm of the US government, where he served until the end of the Administration in 1993,

Back in Houston, he was director of public affairs for Compaq Computer Corporation {since

merged with Hewlett Packard) and vice president for government affairs and professor of public policy
at the University of Texas Health Science Center.

Ambassador Untermeyer is a member of the Texas Ethics Commission, the Council on Foreign
Relations, and the board of St Luke’s Episcopal Health Charities. In previous part-time public service; he
has been member and chdirman of the Board of Visitors of the US Naval Academy, a commissioner of
the Port of Houston, president of the Houston READ Commission, a member of the board of National
Public Radio, member of the Defense Health Board, and chairman of the State Board of Education,
appointed by then-Governor George W. Bush.

He is married to the former Diana Cumming Kendrick of Sheridan, Wyoming, whom he met
when they were both on the White House staff. They have a daughter, Elly, born in Houston in 1993,

[Pecember 2010]



Captain Rick Miller, U.S. Navy (Ret.)
3218 Oakland Drive
Sugar Land, TX 77479

December 20, 2010

The Honorable Pat Priest
c/o Dick Deguerin

1018 Preston Avenue
Houston, TX 77002-1806

Dear Judge Priest,

The purpose of this letter is to present a character statement in the case of former

Congressman Tom Del.ay, who was recently found guilty of certain charges under your
purview as the Presiding Judge In his case. -

My wife and I have the upmost respect for Tom DeLay for many reasons. Having known
Tom and his family for about 10 years, since moving to Texas and residing in the same

neighborhood, I have come to know the man and that what he stands for that speaks to
his character and his personal beliefs.

We know Tom Delay to be an honorable, caring, compassionate and strong Christian
family man. He has spoken at our Church, appeared at numerous community events for
charitable organizations, and has never hesitated to help people in their time of need. He
had always shown a passion to help the people of his district.

He and his wife have a heart for foster children. They have established the Rio-Bend
Community in the Richmond, TX area for children who do not have a family. It has been a

much needed, very successful and rewarding endeavor to assist these special needs
children, '

Tom Delay’s performance In Congress representing Texas’ 22™ District was exceptional in
every measureable way, especially for his constituents in the District and for Sugar Land
and surrounding communities. From providing much infrastructure funding to helping the
City of Sugar Land operate a model airport known all over the Country, Tom was always

one whose priority was to serve his constituents as well as Texas and, for certain,
America.

We would ask that you consider the exemplary character of this public servant In this case
in your sentencing. We appreciate your time and efforts in considering our letter and hope

that your decision regarding sentencing will consider the person and not the political
aspects of the case, :




Melvin A. Dow
1221 McKinney, Suite 2100
Houston, Texas 77010
(t) 713.547.2068 / (f) 713.236.5674
email melvin.dow@haynesboone.com

December 14, 2010

The Honorable Pat Priest
¢/o Mr. Dick Deguerin
1018 Preston Avenue
Houston, TX 77002-1806

Re:  Tom Delay
Dear Judge Priest:

1 write this letter to urge that you sentence Tom DeLay to probation or a minimum monetary fine
but not to prison time. My reasons are stated below, but first a brief introduction.

T'am a Houston lawyer. I was born in Houston and have lived here all my life except for the time
I attended law school and the time I was in Army. I have practiced law here since my discharge
from the Atmy in 1954; T have been listed in Best Lawyets in America for 25 consecutive years;
have been listed as one of the Top 100 Lawyers in Houston for several years; currently serve on
the board of directors of a New York Stock Exchange real estate company; have previously been
on the board of directors of a bank and on the board of directors of a title company; am past
president of Congregation Beth Yeshurun, the largest conservative Jewish congregation in the
world (over 2000 families) and have been officer or on the board of directors of various other

charitable and philanthropic organizations. Iwrite this letter personally and not on behalf of my
law firm or any other organization.

I have known Tom DeLay for over 25 years. I also know Tom’s wife Christine and their
daughter, Dani. Ihave been with Tom in his office in Washington and also in his home and in
other venues on various other occasions. Tom is a person of very strong opinions (I agree with
some, but not all of them) and he works hard, energetically, and passionately to implement

policies he believes in,

I have always found Tom to be a man of his word and deeply committed to his belicfs,

My reasons for the recommendations in this letter are as follows:

First, Tom has already paid a painful, heavy price and has already been punished sevel;ely. A

few years ago, first as Majority Whip and then as Majority Leader, Tom was the most powerful
person in the United States Congress — counting both Democrats and Republicans and counting

H-870343_3.DOC



The Honorable Pat Priest
c/o Mr. Dick Deguerin
December 14, 2010
Page 2

Senators and Members of Congress. In that position he had vast power with respect to the
enactment of legislation and the ability to implement policies he supported. Now all of that is
gone — a severe and painful punishment.

Second, to the extent that it is relevant, I believe Tom thought he was complying with the law,
This is evidenced by the fact that he made no effort to disguise the fact that the amount of mongy
transferred to the RNC was the exact same amount contributed by the RNC to candidates for the
Texas legislature — all done essentially at the same time, It would have been casy to disguise the
situation if the RNC had made a number of separate contributions in odd amounts at various
different times (not simultaneously) spread over several weeks with a total that was not equal to
the amount of corporate funds transferred to the RNC. Thus, none of the steps which would
have disguised the situation were taken. I think this indicates that Tom and other parties
involved did not disguise the transaction because they thought they were not in violation of the
law. This is hypothesis on my part. I have not discussed the matter with any of the parties
involved or any lawyers involved.

I'know that there are strong political feelings and lots of publicity connected with this case. 1

urge you to rise above all of that and exercise independent judgment in the finest tradition of the
American judicial system.

Respectfully,

DttSoran B S

Melvin A. Dow

H-870343_3.DOC



December 20, 2010

The Honorable Pat Priest
¢/o Dick Deguerin

1018 Preston Avenue
Houston, Texas 77002-1806

Dear Judge Priest

My name is Mickey Mixon, Precinet Chairman of Precinct 3035 and Vice Chairman of the Republican
Party of Fort Bend County Texas. 1am also a Deacon at Sugar Creek Baptist Church where Tom once
attended. I have known Tom DelLay since 1985, and I have interacted with Tom in politics and in the
church. In all my dealings with Tom I have been treated with respect and fairness. I could always trust
Tom’s word, and I could always voice my opinion to Tom. If he did not agree he would let me know.

Tom took his job as Representative in the US Congress with the utmost care. Tom’s office here in Sugar
Land was open and the employees were happy to serve the constituents. After my dad died, my mother
needed help concerning my father’s railroad retirement and social security. I talked to Tom about the
situation, and he told me the steps to take, and because my mother lives in Houston TX, that I should
contact my mother’s Congresswoman for help. We spent 2 years trying to get the Congresswoman to help
us resolve the problem with very little support or help. Finally I went back to Tom. He got the work done
in a few months. Tom showed respect for the office by having me follow the chain of command, but
when the other Congresswoman would not do her job, Tom stepped in and got it done for his constituent.

Tom DeLay has been loyal to the people of Fort Bend County in his service. He faithfully served the 22™
Congressional District in Washington and here at home. Tom was often in the district, meeting with

citizens, whether for him or against him. Iwas honored to have him represent me in the US Congress, and
I am proud to call him friend.

/

Please accept this letter as support for Tom DeL.ay.

L5

Sincerely, k/f)

1819 Redwood Ct.

Sugar Land TX 77498-2237
281-491-9737 h
281-565-0660 w



December 20, 2010

The Honorable Pat Priest
C/o Dick Deguerin

1018 Preston Avenue
Houston, TX 77002-1806

Dear Judge Priest,

My name is Lynda Mixon, wife, mother and grandmother, and a retired school teacher of 23 years in the State
of Texas. I first met Tom DeLay in 1985 in a Sunday School class at Sugar Creek Baptist Church in Sugar
Land, Texas. Over the years I watched as Tom grew in his role as a political leader, and saw how hard he
worked for the people he represented. Tom was always upfront and honest about his opinions and you could
always depend on him to keep his word and to do what he said he would.

Tom DelLay put his job as a US Representative first in his role as politician. He faithfully served the 22m
Congressional District while continuing to stand for what he considered to be right and true. His service to his
district and to the state of Texas was never ending. He worked long and hard for the people of Texas, Fort

-Bend County, and Sugar Land. Tt was always evident that he was proud of his home State and the people he
represented.

Tom faithfully and willingly made himself available to his constituents. . In all my dealings with Tom he acted
in an honest and straight forward manner, and his office was open and happy to help anyone whether they
were Democrat or Republican. He cared about young people, and on many occasions visited Kempner High
School to talk to the students where 1 was a government teacher. Tom also talked and visited with many
diverse groups in his district, constantly giving and reaching out to the citizens.

1 have had the privilege and honor of knowing Tom DelLay through my church, the Republican Party, and my
family. In 2000 my daughter married Tom’s nephew. Iknow Tom DeLay to be a man of character who is
honest and true to his word. e is a devoted husband and a loving father and grandfather. Tom and Christine
DelLay have done so much for foster children through their Rio Bend project, and when I attended the grand
opening of the ranch I was amazed at the tremendous effort they had put into making life better for children
who are left without parents. Tom needs to be able to continue his unselfish service to Rio Bend and to the

community at large. Tom Del.ay’s leadership abilities and his natural instinct to get things done can be used
for good in our community to help countless people.

Thank you for reading my letter, and please accept this letter as a sign of my endorsement and support of Tom
DeLay, I ask for your mercy for this man of character and of faith.

Lyﬁlda C. Mixon , v

wl 2 " "
W&@p £ Mo
1819 Redwood Ct.

Sugar Land, Texas 77498
281-491-9737 h



December 21, 2010
Honorable Judge Pat Priest

Dear Judge Priest,

| am Jeanie Mason, a resident of Fort Bend County and Congressional District

22 since 1976. My husband, Norm Mason, and | have been active in Fort Bend
County since we moved here.

We have known and been personal friends with the DeLay family since 1977. In
1978 when Tom ran for District 26 State Representative we were active in his
first campaign and many campaigns since. Tom served well representing District
26 and subsequently Congressional District 22. We were pleased with the
principles Tom stood for and the benefits he brought to our area including

assistance in addressing our critical transportation needs for this fast-growing
area.

Tom and Christine have invested their lives in this community in a personal and
sacrificial way such as their endeavors in the Rio Bend foster care center. Many

have been blessed through their participation in support of activities and events
on behalf of charitable causes locally.

Our knowledge of Tom Delay is that he has served as a man of character
selflessly over an extended period of time in pursuit of the shared ideals of his

community and his constituents. Thank you for your consideration on behalf
of Tom DeLay

Sincerely,
Jeanie Mason

915 Goldfinch Ave.
Sugar Land, TX 77478



12/29/10 4:41 PM

Honorable Pat Priest

Senior Retired District Court Judge

331% District Court

Blackwell-Thurman Criminal Justice Center
509 West 11™ Street

Aus%in, X

Dear Honorable Pat Priest,

I am writing to express my concern and admiration for former Houge
Majority Leader, Tom Delay. Iam a Special Agent emplayed by the United
States Capitol Police based in Washington DC and our mission is to protect
Members of Congress and their families. More specifically I am assighed to
the Dignitary Protection Division and we are directly responsible for the
safety and well being of Members of Congress in leadership. From 2004
through 2006, I had the pleasure and honor of being assigned to Tom
Delay. In 20051 became Team leader of his protection detail and that is
when I really got to know Tom DeLay.

Initially, I was a bit skeptical when I heard that I was being assigned to Tom
DeLay. I heard the rumors of how tough he was and how aggressive he
could be. That was not a big concern For me because as a professional, I
was focused on doing what I needed to do. As a rule of trade, we try not to
get involved in a Protectee’s politics or personal affairs, The political affairs
are easy to stay away from, however, the personal level can be difficult
considering how much time we spend with them and their families. As lang
as we maintain professionalism, it is pretty easy to find that balance.

During the time working for Tom Delay I really got to see a totally different
person than what the media portrayed. One thing that I remember most
about him is that he was very respectful of our mission, He was very
cooperative and verbal about his intentions anc he looked for guidance from
us when he had any concerns. After about three weeks of being assigned to
him I remember thinking, “this guy is nothing like what I had heard”. He
was also very considerate from the standpoint of recognizing that we spent



50 much time away from our families. He empathized with how things could
be a little more difficult during the holidays so he would invite the Protection
Team to his home for dinner. I spent Christmas 2004 and Thanksgiving
2005 with Tom Delay and his family in Sugarland, TX. I recognized how
much of a family man he was and I admire those values as well as his
commitment to his faith. He went to 2nd Baptist Church every Sunday that I
worked with him in Sugarland, TX. This impressed me considering his public
reputation and I soon came to see that that was negatively exaggerated.

He also opened up his home o us during a natural disaster alert. In 2005
Hurricane Rita was approaching the Houston area and most of the city was
evacuating west towards Austin, The DeLay’s live in an all brick home so
they were considered safe by most accounts so they decided to stay. This
meant someone from the protection detail would have to stay as well. We
stayed at a fairly new hotel not far from him but the General Manager
believed the hotel would sustain a lot of damages if the hurricane did hit,
Thus putting our agent is some real danger. Knowing the situation of the
hotel, Mr. Delay insisted that the agent remaining back come stay in his
house until the storm passed,

One particular incident that I remember most about him'is his appraciative
nature. Early in the morning on my birthday in 2004, we were on our way
to the airport when a fellow agent joked that T was getting old because I
couldn’t remember something. He eventually mantioned that it was my
birthday and Mr. Delay said, “Happy Birthday Dwight, sorry you have to
work on your birthday”, I said, “Thank you, sit” and 1 thought nothing more
of it. Later on that evening we took him to & restaurant and as we normally
did, we escorted him to his seat. Once he was in place the security team
went to take up our post. Before we could walk away, he insisted that
everyone sit with him. He had done that from time to time so it was not
that unusual. After dinner, the waiter brought out a huge cake with candles
and I was completely surprised. Almost everyone in the restaurant began to
sing “Happy Birthday” led by no other than Tom Delay. I was flattered to

later iearn from staff that it was Tom Delay’s idea and he put it all in
maotion.



Just before he retired, he put together a staff and security detail dinner
party to officially say goodbye. There were agents and former staff in
attendance that had worked for him 15 years earlier, Some former agents
who moved on to different federal agencies In different parts of the country
came back to say farewell, At the event, he expressed his appreciation for
the commitment that we all had for him. Some people, including myself,
spoke about Tom Delay and how much of a pleasure it was for us to work
for him.

Near the end, I began to realize the magnitude of what was happening and 1
was truly sorry for him and his family. I have followed this case through the
media and T have gotten periodic updates from former staff members. I do
not know much about the specific details but I do know what kind of Hurnan
Being Tom Delay is. As the Team Leader of his Protection detail during the
time this all started, I probably spent more time with him than anyone, [
know he felt a certain level of comfort and privacy with us. There were no
reporters, no cameras and in a lot of cases no staff during the most private
moments when he was able to be himself and express his true character.
His drive, determination, and full commitment to his position were also
evident. From the outside looking in, § could also see how one in
professional opposition of him could misconceive such qualities. From a
more personal perspective, T recognized his true character as one of
Integrity, compassion, and kindness. This being completely adverse to what
I had originally perceived based on public perception.

Thank you for your time and I hope this gives you a better understanding of
who Tom Delay truly is.

Sincerely }

Dwight A, Littlejohn



Print

From: DDeGuerin@aol.com (DDeGuerin@aol.com)

To: ddhsmith@yahoo.com;

Date: Fri, January 7, 2011 12:21:19 PM

Ce:

Subject: Fwd: Support letter for Former Congressman Tom Del.ay

Page 1 of 1

From: ROSSDDKC@aol.com

To: DDeguerin@aol.com

Sent: 1/7/2011 11:02:03 AM. Central Standard Time
Subj: Support letter for Former Congressman Tom Delay

January 7, 2011

To The Honorable Pat Priest
% Mr. Dick Deguerin

118 Preston Avenue
Houston, Tx 77002-9231

In all the years | have known former Congressman Tom Delay, he is a Godly and honorable man., He worked hard for
his constituent's, never for himself or his enrichment. He has always been generous with his time, and made the Pecple
and the Community part of his efforts.

| can not imagine Tom DeLay knowingly doing anything illegal. | believe he and his Family has suffered enough, please
do not compound this by sending him io prisor.

Sincerely,

Debra W. Ross

Former President of Sgirit of Freedom Republican Women
Precinct Chair #4107
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