TRIP REPORT

MINISTER’S MISSION TO UK AND REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

JULY 14 – 17, 2008
Overview
The trip to the UK and Ireland offered the opportunity to share and gather information relating to Advanced Education and Technology’s mandates for post-secondary education and technology commercialization. Of particular interest was where these mandates overlap in terms of developing a sustainable knowledge-based economy that attracts and retains skilled people and innovative companies.

The UK and Ireland were targeted as jurisdictions that have demonstrated best practices in implementing an innovation system that Alberta would like to study as a model.

The trip included attendance at a major international forum, the Fifth 
Pan-Commonwealth Forum on Open Education in London, and meetings with officials representing public and private sector technology commercialization organizations in the UK and in Ireland.

Mission Objectives
· Gather information on strategies, policies, programs, and trends in open and distance education.  Share information on Alberta’s programs and institutes offering open and distance education with other jurisdictions and delivery organizations.

· Share and compare information on strategies, policies, and programs related to technology commercialization and share Alberta’s Action Plan: Bringing Technology to Market with UK and Ireland-based organizations. 

· Discuss similarities and differences in the respective jurisdiction’s approaches to technology commercialization and attracting and retaining people, companies, and investment.

· Increase awareness and promote Alberta’s Action Plan: Bringing Technology to Market and indicate openness to initiate or build relationships with UK and 
Ireland-based technology commercialization organizations.

· Explore potential areas for leveraging joint investments in research and development activities addressing common areas of interest.

Results
July 14, 2008 (London)
Attended the Fifth Pan-Commonwealth Forum on Open Education
· The Forum is an international conference to explore the contribution of open and distance learning to international development goals. It provided an opportunity to share experience and expertise for practitioners, researchers, planners, and policy makers. Participants represented Commonwealth, European, and international governments, institutions and agencies active in the field, including funding bodies and technology providers.  The Forum included presentations and participation by Alberta post-secondary institutes, Athabasca University, Northern Alberta Institute of Technology and Mount Royal College.

Meeting with Sir John Bell, Regius Professor of Medicine, University of Oxford
· Sir John provided an overview of the work he is doing on behalf of the UK Department of Innovation, Universities and Skills to better align and coordinate medical research funding in the UK.  He also provided some useful background information on the development of the UK’s Innovation Framework and the role Government might play in the implementation of the same.  He noted that the underlying theme was to set the most appropriate policy environment for innovation to flourish – increasing company capacity to absorb knowledge, making financing more accessible, encouraging entrepreneurship and competition, and utilizing procurement as a means to stimulate innovation within the public service.
July 15, 2008 (London)
Meeting with Oxford Innovation
· Discussed Oxford’s transition to the private sector and its operating model: attracting and retaining companies; talent and investment in competitive global markets; and strategies for developing a sustainable technology sector.

Meeting with the UK Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills 
· Compared the similarities in the missions of the UK department and Alberta Advanced Education and Technology.  Discussed the challenges of recruiting and retaining top-level talent in post-secondary institutions, and in the private sector; the challenges of managing basic and applied research across a matrix of institutions; and the development of a knowledge-based economy.

Meeting with Imperial College, BioPharma Business Development
· Discussed Alberta’s biotechnology industry including the province’s recent participation in the BIO 2008 conference and trade show (San Diego); business development in the bio-technology sector and Alberta’s strategies under Alberta’s Action Plan: Bringing Technology to Market; comparison of Alberta’s and the BioPharma Business Development division’s strategies and processes; and global trends in the biopharmaceutical market.

July 16, 2008 (London)
Meeting with the Honourable Ian Pearson, Minister of State for Science and Innovation
· Discussed the role of government and policy in developing sustainable 
knowledge-based economies; Alberta’s Action Plan: Bringing Technology to Market and the Alberta government’s goals for technology commercialization; examples of success in the UK and Alberta jurisdictions; and global trends in technology commercialization. 

July 17, 2008 (Dublin)
Meeting with the Honourable Jimmy Devins, Minister of Science and Technology
· Discussed the role of government in developing Ireland’s innovation system, the agencies that report to the ministry, and the successes that have been achieved.  Also discussed the possibility of working together to leverage joint research funding to address common problems and commercial opportunities.

Meeting with Canadian Embassy Officials, Dublin
· Reviewed the business climate in Ireland, discussed employee attraction, skilled workers and immigration, and general promotion of Alberta employment, education, and technology commercialization opportunities.

Meeting with Enterprise Ireland
· Discussed and compared strategies for technology commercialization; shared information on international market development; discussed attraction of international partners and investment capital; compared business and technology assistance programs. Also discussed coordination of reciprocal technology missions.
Meeting with Science Foundation Ireland (SFI)
· Discussed how SFI is implementing Ireland’s Strategy for Science, Technology, and Innovation.  Considered possible avenues for research and development collaboration, such as nanotechnology and life sciences.  



