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 Unit Plan Template     
Click on any descriptive text, then type your own.

	Unit Author

	First and Last Name 
	Angie Hillman

	School District
	Cottonwood Oak-Creek School District

	School Name
	Cottonwood Middle School

	School City, State
	Cottonwood, Arizona

	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	The Strength of the Human Spirit

	Unit Summary

	The Holocaust had a huge impact on the world.  Students will explore how life experiences impact your path in life?  Students will investigate and gain knowledge about World War II through a PowerPoint presentation that they create on a particular WWII topic.  Then students will dig deeper into the Holocaust and its effects on history and the human spirit. Students will examine the question, Does your path determine your future?  Also looking at, How leadership styles impact society?  The book, Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl will be read and the movie viewed by the 8th graders.  The 7th graders will read Daniel’s Story. Students will plan service projects in the community in order to earn a trip to the Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles.   Finally, students will then answer the question, What can I do to prevent the threat of genocide today? and host a ‘Days of Remembrance’ in late April where they will educate other students and the community on the Holocaust and ways to stop genocide today. 

	Subject Area

	Intervention Language Arts & Reading

	Grade Level  

	7th & 8th Grade Classes

	Approximate Time Needed 

	9 weeks

	Unit Foundation

	Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks 

	8th Grade Arizona Reading Standards

Strand 3: Comprehending Informational Text 

Comprehending Informational Text delineates specific and unique skills that are required to understand the wide array of informational text that is a part of our day-to-day experiences.

Concept 1: Expository Text

Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the purpose, structures, and elements of expository text.
PO 3.  Distinguish fact from opinion in expository text, providing supporting evidence from text. 

PO 5  Locate specific information by using organizational features (e.g., table of contents, headings, captions, bold print, italics, glossaries, indices, key/guide words, topic sentences, concluding sentences, end notes, footnotes, bibliographic references) in expository text. (Connected to Research Strand in Writing)
PO 8.  Interpret graphic features (e.g., charts, maps, diagrams, illustrations, tables, timelines, graphs) of expository text. (Connected to Research Strand in Writing)
PO 10.  Make relevant inferences about expository text, supported by text evidence. 

Concept 3: Persuasive Text
Explain basic elements of argument in text and their relationship to the author’s purpose and use of persuasive strategies.

PO 1.  Determine the author's specific purpose for writing the persuasive text.

8th Grade Arizona Writing Standards

Standard 3: Writing Applications

Concept 5: Literary Response

Literary response is the writer’s reaction to a literary selection. The response includes the writer’s interpretation, analysis, opinion, and/or feelings about the piece of literature and selected elements within it.

PO 1.  Write a response to literature that:

a. presents several clear ideas

b. supports inferences and conclusions with examples from the text, personal experience, references to other works, or reference to non-print media

c. relates own ideas to supporting details in a clear and logical manner
d. provides support adequate to the literary selection (e.g. short poem vs. novel)

Concept 6: Research

Research writing is a process in which the writer identifies a topic or question to be answered. The writer locates and evaluates information about the topic or question, and then organizes, summarizes, and synthesizes the information into a finished product.

PO 1.  Write a summary of information from sources (e.g. encyclopedias, websites, experts) that includes:

a. paraphrasing to convey ideas and details from the source

b. main idea(s) and relevant details

PO 2.  Write an informational report that includes: 

a. a focused topic 

b. appropriate facts and relevant details 

c. a logical sequence

d. a concluding statement

e. a list of sources used



	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes

	Students will be able to:

·  Use higher order thinking skills to answer and examine the CFQs in this unit. 

· Use USHMM Belfer Exemplary Lessons to help students gain a better understanding of the timeline of the Holocaust, key vocabulary, the effects of Anti-Jewish laws, and a primary source photo analysis through hand-on activities and small group discussion.

·  Gain a better understanding of the Holocaust and World War II by producing a research   presentation.

·  Evaluate Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl-8th through sharing literary responses on a BLOG and Daniel’s Story-7th through class discusssion.

·  Compare the Anne Frank diary to the movie version using a VENN diagram.

· Carry out a 12 hour “Giving Back to the Community” service project to earn the privilege to go on the Los Angeles trip.

· Travel to Los Angeles to the Museum of Tolerance to experience the Holocaust section of the museum first hand.

· Gain a first hand understanding of what it was like to survive the Holocaust from a survivor/ guest speaker.

· Coordinate a community event for the Holocaust “Days of Remembrance” in late April by scheduling a Holocaust survivor speaker, becoming educated guides for the Martin-Springer Nazi Olympic display that will be present at the event and sharing experiences from our field trip with the expected crowd of 250 people from around the community.

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	How do your life experiences impact your path in life?

	
	Unit Questions
	Does your past determine your future?

How does leadership style impact society?

	
	Content Questions
	Who were influential people involved in the Holocaust?

How were people’s fates determined during the Holocaust?
What can I do to prevent the threat of genocide today?

	Assessment Plan

	Assessment Timeline

	Before project work begins

Students work on projects and complete tasks

After project work is completed

· Work on 12 hr. community service project

· Meet project deadline

· Gauging Student Needs Presentation

· KWL

· Agree/Disagree

  Post-its

· Ticket Out Note Card Response on Reciprocal Teaching

· Introduce Key Vocabulary

· Gain Background Info on WWII

· Peer Conference Form

· Writing Self- Assessment

· Create and Present PowerPoint Presentation on WWII

· Writing Self-Assessment

· Peer Evaluation Forms

· Teacher- Student Conferences

· Project Rubric
· Timeline Activity

· Anti-Jewish Laws Activity

· Primary vs. Secondary sources

· Primary Source Photo Analysis

· Journals

· Writing Self- Assessment

· Read Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl-8th and Daniel’s Story-7th
· Respond to Literary Questions on the BLOG and through class discussions

· View Movie

  Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl

Use and discuss VENN Diagram

· Guest Speaker

· Questions

· KWL

· Agree/Disagree

  Post-its

Unit Reflection

Prepare for Field Trip to Los Angeles & The Museum of Tolerance

Plan and Carry-out the “Days of Remembrance” Community Event


	Assessment Summary

	A gauging student needs presentation is used to begin the unit where informal assessments are done throughout to check the understanding of students as individuals and as a group.  Some of these strategies include a KWL chart, agree/disagree post-it chart, and ticket out note card responses using reciprocal teaching strategies.  Journal responses, discussions, and questions are used to increase student engagement and higher order thinking skills are used throughout the unit. Students will have the opportunity to deeply examine key vocabulary, the timeline of events, the effects of Anti-Jewish Laws and a primary source photo analysis to help them gain many different perspectives of this time period and its events.  Students are able to get peer feedback through peer conference forms on the research assignment as well as writing a self- assessment.  All of this feedback and reflection allow the students opportunities to edit and rewrite work before submitting the final product. For the research assignment a project rubric is also provided for the students and teacher to assess the final product.   Students have four opportunities to go on the class BLOG and respond to literary questions while reading Anne Frank. A rubric was provided for the BLOG. A final reflection is given to conclude the unit where students again answer the CFQs to see if their responses have changed since the beginning of the unit.  They will then take it a step further and answer how their own life experiences have or will impact their life’s path.

	Unit Details

	Prerequisite Skills

	Word Processing

Keyboarding

Basic Internet Use

Bibliography Formatting

	Instructional Procedures

	Week #1 & #2

Gaining Background Knowledge on the Holocaust & World War II

Introduce the unit by posing the Essential Question to students, How do life experiences impact your path in life?  Have students answer this question in their journals, have them discuss this question as a group and then show The Strength of the Human Spirit presentation to gauge students’ prior knowledge of the Holocaust and World War II.  Allow students time to write and discuss the prompts in the presentation.  Start with a KWL chart on the Holocaust and World War II.  Then discuss the three terms Holocaust-genocide-destruction in a think-pair-share activity.  Use these terms to lead into the significance of the Holocaust during the war.  Have students do a thumb’s up/thumb’s down vote as to if they think that the Holocaust would impact their life’s path.  Have them post their name on the chart paper as to yes, no or maybe this would impact them.  End the lesson with a ticket out activity where they do a note card response using the reciprocal teaching strategies to assess what they have learned and what will require extra focus. 

Students will then have individual lessons on key vocabulary, a timeline of key events, Anti-Jewish Laws, and a primary source photo analysis.  During each of these lessons students will be fully engaged in reading, writing, listening, and speaking by working in small groups and examining important text and photos to assist them in absorbing the bigger picture of these events in history. 

Week #3

Research Power Point Presentations & Explore Unit and Content Questions

In order to gain a better understanding of the Holocaust and World War II, students will now select a partner and begin working on a power point presentation about a particular concept, person, or idea from this time period.  Before starting, they will view a student sample power point presentation so they can get an idea of what is expected in their own presentations.  Each team of two will select one key topic that they wish to include in their research.  A rubric will be handed out and discussed so that everyone is clear as to what the expectations of the assignment will be. Students will fill out the first part of their writing self-assessment before starting their research. Key elements in the assignment include having at least 5-10 slides with a title page slide, clip art or photos, and a sources bibliography slide.  Students will have access to reference material books in the library as well as a pre-identified list of websites they may use to gather information on their topics.  Students will have four days to research and complete their power points.  

Students will share their presentations with another group and each will fill out a peer conference form on the other group’s presentation.  Partners will then fill out and discuss a writing self-assessment and then make any corrections necessary before making a final power point presentation to the class.  Finally, the students will fill in the L on the KWL chart to list what was learned by the whole group from the presentations.

Begin discussing the Unit Question: How does leadership style impact society? And the Content Questions: Who were the influential people involved in the Holocaust? and How were people’s fates determined during the Holocaust? Some of the research from the power points should begin answering these questions to some extent.  Students are encouraged to share their thoughts and ideas on these questions. Have students answer these questions in their journals.

Week #4 &#5

8th Grade Read Anne Frank: Dairy of a Young Girl 
7th Grade Read Daniel’s Story
The CFQ questions and discussion lead into the novels that the classes will now begin reading, Anne Frank:  Diary of a Young Girl for 8th grade and Daniel’s Story for 7th grade. These will take 2 weeks to read.  We will read it via book on CD to accommodate the struggling readers in the class.  Throughout the reading we will continue to discuss the CFQs. At least 4 times during the two week period 8th grade students will get on the class BLOG and enter their responses to questions posted.  They will also have the opportunity to read their peers responses.  Students will be provided with a BLOG rubric so they are clear of the expectations for the assignment.

Week #6

Anne Frank Movie, VENN Diagrams

After completing the reading of Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl students will then view the movie of Anne Frank. While viewing the movie, students will fill in a VENN diagram with a partner examining the similarities and differences between the book and the movie.  Students will discuss their diagrams in small groups at the conclusion of the movie. 

Guest Speaker: A local Holocaust survivor who does public speaking is being asked to come and share their first hand experience with students.  Prior to the visit, students will prepare 3 questions to ask during the guest speaker’s visit.

Week #7
The Strength of the Human Spirit: Final Reflection

Revisit the KWL chart and the Agree/Disagree chart. Students will then answer the CFQs one last time to see if they still felt the same way about each of the questions as they had earlier in the unit.  Essential Question: How do your life experiences impact your path in life?  Unit Questions: Does your past determine your future?  How does leadership style impact society?  Content Questions: Who were influential people involved in the Holocaust?  How were people’s fates determined during the Holocaust? Students should include insights into their own lives and how they feel their own life experiences have impacted or will impact their path in life. And the final question…What can I do to prevent the threat of genocide today?  After answering these questions in their journals, students will break into small groups and discuss their responses and their overall feelings about the unit.

Week#8

Go over curriculum provided by The Museum of Tolerance in preparation for our field trip.

Week #9 Late April “Days of Remembrance” Community Event

Plan and carry out this event.  Students study Nazi Olympics display and research and prepare to guide and answer questions of the 250 people anticipated to attend this event.  Selected students will prepare questions to ask our Holocaust survivor speaker at the event.  Selected students prepare a display of our Los Angeles Museum of Tolerance field trip to share with event attendees.

  

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction  

	
	Resource Student
	· Create a list of websites to gather information from for the research projects.

· Give students a handout to visually reinforce how the bibliography should look.

· Preview key vocabulary as a group prior to starting projects.

· Allow students to work with a partner.

· Allow the students to see examples and rubrics and to ask questions before starting the major tasks in the unit.

· Visual and verbal reinforcement whenever possible.

· Repeat and clarify directions and information whenever necessary.

· Allow adequate wait time for questions.

	
	Nonnative English Speaker
	We are an English only state so all of the accommodations that I would use for my resource and/or Title I students listed above are also beneficial for my NES students.  

	
	Gifted Student
	NA-This class is specifically designed as an intervention class for learning disabled resource and Title I students who struggle in these academic areas and are below grade level.

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed)             


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other Power Point 


	Printed Materials
	Frank, Anne. Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl.  Bantam, New York, NY: 1993. 

Matas, Carol.  Daniel’s Story.  Scholastic Inc., New York, NY: 1993

	Supplies
	I have a plethora of resources from attending regional and national teacher training conferences at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. 

	Internet Resources
	· United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

     www.ushmm.org/
· History Place

     www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/
· Anne Frank Center n US

     www.annefrank.org
· Anne Frank Foundation

     www.annefrankguide.net/

	Other Resources
	A Holocaust survivor guest speaker from a local organization.

A traveling display on the 1936 Nazi Olympics on loan from the Martin-Springer Institute at NAU. 
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