Salutatorian Speech (Mary Beth Ames)

As we graduate, it becomes all too easy to become
focused on ourselves. As we see friends and family, everything
becomes centered around ourselves. So we want to take a step
back and recognize all the people that have gotten us this far.

[IFirst, we want to thank all the tutors. One thing that is unique
RY to Sayers is that our tutors are more then just teachers; they are
8| our mentors, role models and friends.
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LI know that Morgan and Taylor would agree that Mr. Godshall shaped us as
people, not just as writers and students, although he did that too. At the start of
AP US History, Mr. Breland promised to kill us, but that he would also hold our
hands through it. Mr. Stickle has not just taught us about government, he has
also given us great advice about the future. Mr. Wilhite has often reminded us
that he doesn’t just care for us as students, but as people. Mr. Preston doesn’t
only teach a book about how to read a book, but he has led us in devotions
analyzing the entire Bible this year and has always prayed for us. Every high
schooler has Mrs. Banta their freshman and junior years and, although you’re
scared of her freshman year, she becomes your best friend your junior year. Mr.
Day has become a great mentor, not only in Drama, but in life. Mr. Atkinson
[from Northern Ireland] not only taught us Physics, but also English; did you
know that “lever” is really supposed to be pronounced “leever”? Or that “power”
should rhyme with “car”? Our tutors brought some of the best advice, laughs, and
memories of these 13 years. Thank you.

L1Of course, no [salutatorian] speech would be complete if I didn’t thank Mrs.
Lawson. She has such an incredible vision, which I didn’t truly appreciate until
this year. For years, I thought she was the scary principal that just wanted us to
get good grades, but now I can see that she is great woman of God, who truly
cares for every student here. She is such a gift from God, and she has put so much
of her heart and soul into our education. Thank you.

[IWe have truly been changed by our years at Sayers. I honestly don’t know
where I’'d be today if it wasn’t for the academic and spiritual guidance we have
received here. There really is no where like Sayers Classical Academy, and there
really is no where else I would rather have been these last 13 years. As we leave
this life we’ve always known, we are truly prepared to face the world because of
our years here at Sayers. And I know that wherever we wind up in life, we will
always be grateful.



