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Introduction 
 

Hi! My name is Larry and I want to congratulate you for your son's wedding. Preparing a speech for a 

wedding is not as easy as some people think and I know that because I've been there myself. I know how 

it's like not to know what to say in the speech, how you should structure it, what to do to get rid of the 

nervousness and the fear of speaking in public. 

Well, the good part is lots of people have done it and continue to do it, so it shouldn't scare you too 

much. You'll do great, you just need to know how to prepare your speech. 

In this PDF I'll walk you through the most important steps in writing a memorable father of the groom 

speech for your son's wedding. I'll talk you about the 2 main elements that make a speech successful or 

not: the content of the speech itself and the presentation. A great speech, with a poor presentation or 

a poor speech, with a great presentation it's just like you owned a sports car, 350 HP, that tops at 350 

km/h, but it's electronically limited to 220 km/h. Doesn't matter how fast it can go, you'll never get past 

220, which is good, but not great. Well, the same applies to your speech. If the content is good, but the 

presentation is poor, it will be a good, decent speech. But you don't want just that, you want a great 

speech. That's why you need to focus and work on both parts, the content and the presentation. 

These tips are both from my own experience and from the materials offered by John Wilson on his 

website www.bestfatherofthegroomspeeches.com. If you read my blog, you noticed I recommend his 

resources a lot. Well, I recommend them because they're great. Actually, not just great, they're 

fabulous, I might say. I used them when I had to prepare the speech for my son's wedding. If you didn't 

read my story, here's a brief description. 

A few years ago I had to give a speech at my son's wedding and I was exactly where you are right now. I 

don't know about you, but I didn't know anything about writing a speech, what it should contain or 

how I should present it, so I started searching the internet for free resources to help my write the 

speech. Well, I found a few things: the basic template for the speech, a few examples of toasts and 

speeches and some tips for the presentation, but I couldn't find exactly what I was looking for. It's true, 

I'm not that good with words, so I was more interested in finding some speech examples that I could 

adapt to my situation. Well, I didn't find anything that I could use. There were some free examples I 

found, but they were too much personalized and didn't follow any basic template at all, so it was 

impossible for me to use them. Some of them were only full of jokes, some of them were too serious 

and others were poems... Nothing I could use. 

So I started to write it by myself. Of course, it wasn't easy, but after a few days (yeah, I know, it took me 

a few days to get the speech ready), I finally got a final version that I was pretty proud of, I'd say. And 

since I'm not the type of guy that keeps things for himself, I went and asked my son if he was curious to 

hear the speech I prepared for his wedding. Even though he said he preferred to listen to it for the first 

time at the wedding, I convinced him to look over it, just briefly. 
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Well, he scanned my speech, read it diagonally and in about 30 seconds, he turned to me and said: 

"Dad, if you'll give this speech at my wedding, I give you my word, I'll never speak to you again". Then he 

laughed and tried to explain me that the speech I wrote was pretty poor, in other words, it sucked. I was 

a little disappointed, because I wasted a few days to research and write it and I thought it was a time 

well spent, but it turned out it was a poor speech. The same thing said my wife and my daughter-in-law. 

Then, my son told me to relax, because he was going to buy some speech examples professionally-

written and there will be examples for the father of the groom also, so I could use one of them from 

there. Because he wasn't pretty good at writing speeches also, he decided to buy a premium package of 

speeches from www.weddingspeechesforall.com where there are speeches for everybody: father of the 

groom, mother of the groom, groom's speech, bride's speech, bride's parents' speech, maid of honor 

and best man speeches. The whole package costs only $39.90 which was almost nothing compared to 

the wedding expenses, so he decided to buy it, instead of wasting precious time trying to write it by 

himself (if you want to buy only the father of the groom speeches package, it costs only $19.90). 

The next day he bought the program from www.weddingspeechesforall.com and gave me the part 

where were all the resources for the father of the groom speech. I opened the PDF where there were 

the speech examples and I scrolled to a random page, somewhere to the middle of the document. There 

was the speech example number 8 and I liked how it started. It was a pretty long speech, about 1000 

words, but it was wonderful. I liked it from the beginning, when I read the introduction. It was very nice 

structured, wasn't too funny, but also not too sober. It was exactly what I was looking for. 

I copied it, I adapted it to my situation and in half an hour I had my speech ready. I wanted to change 

the final part of the speech, so I looked in the PDF where were the love and wedding quotations. 

Excellent ones, that were just perfect to finish the speech. 

Along these speech example, the program comes with a lot of bonuses, like tips on how to overcome 

the fear of public speaking, a PDF of funny wedding quotes that are perfect to integrate in your speech, 

some rehearsal dinner speeches, a few short and simple speech examples, a 62-pages PDF about 

wedding etiquette secrets, some wedding toasts samples and 10 tips to help you with your speech 

presentation. 
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Father of the Groom Speech Template 
 

Well, after reading all those speech examples and the resources contained in that program, I finally 

figured out the basic template for the father of the groom speech. Here it is: 

1. First, on behalf of everybody, you need to thank to all the people that made it to the wedding. 

This is the intro of the speech, a very important part, where you get to break the ice. If you get this part 

right, the rest of the speech will go easier. So, instead of starting with the classic "Hello, my name is ... 

and I want to welcome you to this wedding", you can try to start with a little joke, something like "Hello, 

I'm {groom}'s father and I want to say that finally, after x years of marriage, I'm the one that gets to 

speak and my wife, Carrie, finally has to listen to me and watch me embarrassing myself in front of you 

all. I got to admit, I haven't been so nervous since I was in high school and I had to ask Carrie if she 

wants to be my girlfriend". This is just an example of a simple way to start your speech with a joke. Then, 

continue thanking everybody for being present at the wedding (here you can find some funny opening 

lines). 

2. Next, you will have to thank to the bride's parents for all the trouble they went through with the 

wedding preparations. 

Make sure you mention how great the wedding ceremony went and how important was the help that 

the bride's parents offered in planning the wedding. Usually, in most cultures, the father of the bride is 

the one that pays for the entire wedding and usually the bride's parents are more involved in the 

wedding planning and setup, hence, you need to make sure you thank them and show them how 

appreciated is their effort. 

3) Next, you get to talk about your son. 

This is the part of your speech where you can let your imagination flow and say all the nice things you 

feel about your son. Usually, you'll narrate this part of the speech as a story that starts when your son 

was young and you were so proud of him because... and then he grew up and he did such and such 

things. Then you remember the first time he told you about this "wonderful girl" he met in the science 

class, and you realized that he was falling on love for her. Then you can say how grateful your are that 

they 2 met, because she helped him become this great man, from a little boy that was playing computer 

games all day during high school, he became this serious man, ready to start his own family. Here you 

can share all kind of nice stories about your son and other moments you and him shared together. 

4) Don't forget to say a few nice words about the bride. 

This is "a must" for your speech. Compliment her, tell her how lovely she looks, how happy you are that 

she's marrying your son and what a perfect couple they make together. 

5) In the end, raise your glass and make a toast to the happy couple. 
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You can finish with a simple "In the end, I would like to propose a toast to the newlyweds" or you can 

recite a love quote or maybe end with a funny one-liner (here are some examples). 

This is the main template of the father of the groom speech. No matter how long or short you make 

your speech, make sure you get through all these 5 points during your speech. 

 

 

Father of the Groom Speech Tips 
 

Ok, so you have the general template of the speech. Beside this, there are a few things you should keep 

in mind when writing and preparing your speech. I made a list of 10 such tips. Here they are: 

1. YOUR SPEECH SHOULD BE SHORT, SIMPLE AND SINCERE 

While you are thinking to all the things that you would like to include in your speech and while you are 

composing it, you must remember that  

Your guests came to the wedding to have FUN, not to listen an academic oration! 

This is the first and most important reason you should keep your speech SHORT. Otherwise, you risk to 

bore your guests and make them dislike completely your speech. So, if you want to make a good 

impression, don’t forget that 

Your speech should last maximum 5 minutes (3 minutes is perfect)! 

Another reason why you must have a short speech is that there may be other guests who would like to 

speak. Don’t make them wait too long!  

Respect their time! 

The second most important quality of a wedding speech is that it should be SIMPLE. When creating the 

speech, use your own words to express your thoughts and feelings!  

Don’t use useless, boring and annoying flourishes! 

Don’t force yourself to include a brilliant vocabulary and sophisticated expressions, because, if you do 

that, you will end up having a cold and even strange speech, that will not impress anybody; moreover, 

your audience will notice that you wanted very much to amaze and the huge difference between your 

intention and the result will be ridiculous. So, 

Use the beauty of simplicity to create the perfect speech! 
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Try to express yourself clearly, making sure that your message reaches its recipient. Don’t use double-

meaning words! Instead,  

Be clear, brief and to the point! 

Another thing you should keep in mind while writing the speech is that it must be SINCERE. Express your 

true feelings. Speak from your heart – this is what really impresses others (especially your bride).  

DON’T SAY what others expect you to say IF you DON’T BELIEVE it! 

Say only what you really feel, not what others would like to hear from you! 

If you don’t do that, your audience will figure out that you are lying and the value of your speech will 

decrease significantly. 

 

2. INTERACT WITH YOUR AUDIENCE 

The interesting thing that all the successful public speakers have in common is that they interact with 

their audience. They don’t speak as if they were at school. Instead, they  

Involve the audience in their speech! 

Which is something your should do too, if you want to have a perfect wedding speech.  

Here’s how you can do that (it’s not very difficult, don’t worry):  

 Look at each guest in the eyes, not in only one direction!  

 Speak as if you were conversing with an old friend, not like reciting a poem at school!  

 Address directly to your audience as often as you can! Use the pronoun “you” many times.  

 Ask your guests questions during the speech! Tag questions are very suitable for this. Or just say 

things like: “you know very well that ..”, “you all know that ...”, “don’t you think?”, “you can 

imagine”, etc. You can include these expressions when you say what you have learned about the 

married life (from your father, uncles, friends, etc.), or when you use jokes (be careful not to 

offend anyone !!!).  

By having your audience involved in your speech (through interaction), you achieve 5 things - which are 

the great advantages of the interaction:  

 you keep the audience focused on your speech,  

 you'll make your speech informal - which is a desirable quality of any successful groom wedding 

speech,  

 you'll make the guests feel important (like they are a part of your family) and, consequently,  

 your speech will be highly appreciated and  
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 you will create the image of a special man.  

The most important advantage of interacting with your audience is the fact that, this way, you will 

create the image of a confident, positive and happy man. 

These are only 2 of the 10 tips I have to share with you, but I put them all together in a different PDF 

which I'll send to you in a few days. See you next time. 

PS: If you're in a hurry and you need some great speeches ready-made, I recommend you the program I 

presented you earlier. Click here to see check it now. 

 

Best wishes, 

Larry 
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