
Anchor Charts 

The 8 Reading 
Behaviours 



What is an anchor chart? 

• An aide-memoire for pupils 
• A record of the pupils’ learning 
• A place for pupils to showcase their 

learning 
• A living list that is added to over time 
• A list of prompts 
• A collection of useful phrases 
• A reference throughout the lesson /day 
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How can I activate my prior knowledge? 

• Books I’ve read 

• Films and TV 

• Songs 

• Poems 

• Conversations 

• Pictures  

• Experiences 
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Why do I activate my prior knowledge? 
• To add to what I already know 
• To check what I already know 
• To remember words that I already know 

to help me to read quickly 
• To make predictions 
• To help me to think of questions 
• To make my reading purposeful 

 



Non-Fiction Schema 



Developing a Science Word Bank 
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How do I work out how to say a word? 
• Sound it out 
• Match a sound to each letter 
• Chunk it 
• Blend the syllables 
• Break the word in different places 
• Look for words in words 
• Get my mouth ready to say the word 
• Look for parts of the word I recognize 
• Think of words that look the same 
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How do I work out what a word means? 

• Look for clues around the word 

• Read back 3 times to look for clues 

• Look out for commas as extra information is 
coming 

• Look for the root word 

• Use any picture clues 

• Make a sensible guess and see if it makes 
sense 



Self-Monitoring Prompts 



Self-Monitoring Chart 



Self-Monitoring Prompts 
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How do I visualize a person? 

• Think about their size and shape 

• Think about their hair colour and hairstyle 

• Think about their face - how would I recognize 
them? 

• Think about how they speak 

• Think about how they walk and move 

• Imagine their gestures and facial expressions 

• Think about what they wear - dress them 

• Dive into the words that describe them 
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How do I bring a story to life? 
• Look for the gaps in the story and 

imagine what happens there 
• Imagine myself in the scene and use all 

of my senses 
• Colour in the scene – do I need to add 

any details? 
• Think back to what I have seen and 

experienced to help me 
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How do I ask a big question? 
• Examine the picture on the cover. What do 

I want to know? 
• Book Flick – does anything catch my eye? 
• Think about the title and activate my prior 

knowledge – is there anything I want to 
check or find out? 

• Remember what I read last time – what 
questions did I have in my mind then? 
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How do I talk to the writer? 
• I imagine myself in a reading conversation 
• I ask what any tricky parts mean 
• I ask if the writer is reliable and telling the 

truth 
• I ask if the facts are important 
• I ask what will happen next 
• I ask why something happened 
• I make predictions and read to see if they 

come true 
 



Question Prompts 



Anchor Chart - QARS 



Schema – Concentric circles from the heart of the text 



Anchor Charts 

How do I make text-to-self connections? 
• I look for things that have happened to me or 

people I know 
• I rate my connections 
• I think about my feelings 
• I ask if I have made a friend of a character 
• I ask if I can learn something 
• I ask if this reminds me of something in my world 
• I ask if I want to store this in my treasure chest 
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Why do I make text–to-world connections? 

• It gives me the big picture 

• It helps me to understand the theme or 
message of the book 

• It helps me to see how the world works 

• It helps me to connect people and events 

• It helps me to learn  

• It helps me to use what I have learnt 

 

 





Developing Inferences 



Anchor Chart 

How do I infer what a place is like? 
• I pick up key adjectives 
• I dive into the adjectives 
• I use the words to make a picture in my 

head 
• I walk around the place and add details 
• I imagine using my other senses 
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How do I fill in a gap? 

• I think about where the gap is and ask what 
has happened 

• I imagine what could have happened 

• I read on and see if this makes sense 

• I think about what the characters are like 
and what they could do in this situation 

• I think about the scene and what the 
conditions are in the scene 

 

 



Anchor Chart  

How do I discuss character? 
• Show not tell 
• Consider the importance of names 
• Consider gestures, tone of voice and facial 

expression 
• Think about objects, clothing and location 
• Be aware of what is repeated or made to 

stand out in a sentence 
• Watch out for comparisons, colours and 

symbolism 
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How do I gather ideas? 
• Visualize what is happening 
• Activate my prior knowledge 
• See what the characters are doing and work out what 

they are feeling 
• Dive into strong, powerful words and think about what 

they suggest 
• Look for repeated ideas 
• Pay attention to names 
• Make connections to give me more clues 
• Pull all of the ideas together and reach a decision 
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How do I work out new words? 
• Spot the new word 
• Read on to see if the word is explained 
• Pay attention to the comma as a sign that extra help 

may be coming 
• Read around the word for help 
• Look at any pictures or diagrams 
• Break the word into parts  
• Remove the prefix and suffix 
• Hold the word to look it up later 
• Ask someone 
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How do I judge a person? 
 

• I ask myself if I like them. Why/ not? 
• I ask if they did good or bad things. Is 

there a reason why they acted this way? 
• I think about the way that they speak and 

act. 
• I examine what others say about them. 
• I look at the words used to describe them. 
• I ask if I would have acted in this way. Do I 

feel any sympathy for them? Why/not? 
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How do I judge if a book is reliable? 
 

• I think about the author – is s/he  an expert? 
• I look at the date – is this a modern text? 
• I think about the facts – do they give both 

sides? 
• I look at the argue signal words – are they 

asking me to consider all points of view? 
• I think about what I know already to help me 

to make  a judgment. 
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How do I remember a text? 
 

• I think of one word to describe the text. 

• I then think of the 5 most important points 
/story mountain. 

• I retell the story / text in my mind. 

• I add pictures to the key points. 

• I ask myself to remember this later and 
retell it to myself. 
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Making a Summary 
 

• I ignore all of the small, unimportant words. 

• I cross out the unnecessary description. 

• I circle the word or phrase that captures 
each paragraph – these are my main points. 

• I underline what is interesting. This is not the 
most important fact / key word – these are 
the details. 

 

 



Story Summary Anchor Chart 


