Lesson Plan For Teachers

Lesson Title:

Understanding the Water Cycle

Subject:

Science

Grade Level:
4th Grade

Duration:

60 minutes
Lesson Objectives:

1. Define the water cycle and its stages.
2. Describe the processes of evaporation, condensation, precipitation, and
collection.

3. Explain the importance of the water cycle to the environment.
Standards:

e NGSS 4-ESS2-1: Make observations and/or measurements to provide evidence
of the effects of weathering or the rate of erosion by water, ice, wind, or

vegetation.
Materials Needed:

e \Whiteboard and markers
e \Water cycle diagram handouts
e Projector and computer

e \Water cycle video
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e Gilass jar, hot water, ice cubes, and a plate for demonstration

o \Worksheets for assessment
Introduction: (10 minutes)

e Begin with a question: “Where do you think rain comes from?”
e Discuss students' prior knowledge about water and weather.
e Introduce the lesson by explaining that they will learn about the journey of water

through the water cycle.
Direct Instruction: (15 minutes)

e Use the whiteboard to draw and explain the stages of the water cycle:
evaporation, condensation, precipitation, and collection.
e Show a water cycle diagram on the projector and explain each part in detail.

e Play a short educational video that illustrates the water cycle.
Guided Practice: (15 minutes)

e Conduct a hands-on demonstration of the water cycle:
o Fill a glass jar with hot water (to represent the earth).
o Place a plate on top of the jar with ice cubes on it (to represent the
atmosphere).
o Observe how the water vapor condenses on the plate and drips down (like
precipitation).
e Engage students with questions about what they observe and how it relates to

the water cycle stages.
Independent Practice: (10 minutes)

e Distribute water cycle diagram handouts and have students label the stages.
e Provide a worksheet with questions about the water cycle for students to

complete individually.
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Assessment: (5 minutes)

e Collect and review the labeled diagrams and worksheets to assess

understanding.

e Ask a few students to explain one stage of the water cycle in their own words.

Closure: (5 minutes)

e Summarize the key points of the lesson, highlighting the importance of the water

cycle.

e Connect the lesson to real-life examples, such as rain, rivers, and lakes.
e Provide an opportunity for students to ask questions and share any final

thoughts.

Differentiation:

e Provide visual aids and simplified diagrams for students who need additional

support.
e Offer more challenging extension activities, such as researching the impact of the

water cycle on different climates, for advanced learners.

e Pair students for the independent practice to encourage peer support.

Reflection:

e Reflect on student engagement and understanding during the lesson.
e Note any difficulties students had with particular concepts or activities.

e Consider adjustments for future lessons based on student feedback and

assessment results.
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